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TIC GENUINES  

The band was formed in April, 1986 and came to the publics attention 

in the same month at Jamesons, Commissioner Street, Jhb. Prior to the 

• formation of the Genuines, all the musicians involved had been exposed 

to many different styles of music, from cabaret, dinner music, traditional -

to rock funk jazz fusion, pop, experimental and punk. Consequently, 

when composing there is a vast array of musical ingredients available, 

allowing theixnusic to be enjoyed by the mbst diverse of audiences. 

Towards the middle of the year they start touring the country to promote 

their egj-lut album recorded with Shifty Records. 

THE BAND  

IAN HERMAN: Drums 
Born 9th March '63 in Albertsville, Jhb. HS Playedmith a number of 
groups including Isja, Wasamata and the Roger Lucey Band. 

GERALD "MACK" McKENZIE: Bass and vocals 
Born 27th October '54 in Athlone, Cape Town. Has played with a variety 
of cover bands before deciding that original music was the only way. 

HILTCN SCHILDER: Keyboards, percussion and vocals 
Born 19th January '61 in Athlone Cape Town. Son of legendary local jazz 
pianist, Tony Schilder, Hilton has virtually been playing since birth. 
In common with Mack, he has grown up with the unique Kaapse 'Copse musical 
tradition. 

GEPARD•O'BRIAN: Guitar and vocals 
Born 1st August '59 in Port Elizabeth. Prior to the Genuines, Gerard 
played with Mack and Hilton in various cover bands all over South Africa. 
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ant to Cape Times, 

The Genuines article: 
Mother City's own sons 

Except for drummer 
Ian Herman. all the 
members hail from Cape 
Town. 

Leading the group is 
•keyboard player Hilton 
Sehilder, wellknown in 
the City for his exploits 
with the band, Feather. 

When asked to define 
their music: Hilton said: 
Our music is a mixture 
oP rock. bop, fusion and 
'Kama. klopse'. 

"It's energetic South 
African music with lots 
of improvisation." 

Hilton and vocalist 
M. Mackenzie are re- 

band's 
for most of the 

band's material and they 
perform mostly their 
own songs. 

All the members—the 
other is guitarist Gerard 
O'Brein — are proles- -- 
lineal musicians with -   
years of experience 
playing top night spots ••• 
in and outside South 
Africa. 

Johannesburg proved 
an excellent launching 
pad for the group. They 
were virtually thrown in 
at the deep end as Jo-
hannesburg has a large 
volume of excellent 
bands doing that circuit. 

People's concert 
Yet, the Genuines 

proved themselves and 
came out tops. 

The Genuines open at 
Indaba Project in Wale 
Street tonight and on 
Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays for the 
net two weeks 

The band will be in 
Cape Town for three 
weeks only as they are 
scheduled to play at the 
Free Peoples Concert, 
which is planned for the 
end of February at Ellis 
Park. 

They will also com- 
plete their first album 
which is due for release 
through Shifty Records 
In ApriL 

By RENE DU PREEZ 
CAPE TOWN band the Genuines return home today I 
after spending nine months in Johannesburg. 

This band 
is for real 

Hylton Schilder of The Genuines. 

) THROBBING KAAPSE p —"E 
, The Gentlest 
...,' Forty Second Street Restaurant, 
/Jo'burg 

SUNDAY NIGHT IN JOGURG s 

1 traditionally late night. I'd heard Ian 
Herman was drumming for a new 
band, The Genuines, at a popular 
Sunday evening WI venue. I'd also 
heard the keyboardist was hot, no It 
was definitely worth a visit. 

And Whet happened? I Gimped 
inside a cooking pot. Forty Second 
Street was throbbing to a solid 

The last song of the net was 
fusion wit intensely creative 
keyboard playing and an 
astonishing lead guitar nfl from 
Gerara — suprising only because 
his physical presence on stage is so 
unobtrusive. 

The end of the net came with my 
net still jumping around 
uncontrollably and lee wondering 

'what type of band is this?' A rock-
fusionalopseerve-dance band? In 
answer, Mac told me a stony of a 
journalist who Mee to categonse 

because we want it just like that: 
replies Mac. 'But we don't take a fat 
political stand.' 

'Maar ons most die waarheid se.'
adds Hilton. 'When we sing about 
the Buffets and the Casspirs and the 
rubber bullets, and when we sing 
'tulle jaag ons wag, M skiet ons 
honein die Mosque', they did 
shoot the people in the Mosque. 

'The lighties in the townships are 
playing riot-riot, you know what I 
mean. They don't play with those 
wire wheels anymore, they make 
wire guns and things. So these • 
songs were both that tuns and you 
cant change them into haPPY songs 
about watermelons en die Karp en 
die Snack and all that kak. 

Midway through last year Mac. 
Hilton and Gerard started playing 
together. 'We said it is time to d 
things right, we dent 
compromise, we must get it 
together now: At the time they 
were using a drum machine and 
constantly drawing in other 
musicians, including Mats father 
on banjo, 

'Then we heard there were quite a 
few clubs in JO burg that supported
banda who played original music. 
So we Said 'Guys lea getOJO'burg 
Man! We eventually amued are 
with nowhere to stay and no 
drummer.' 

They found a sleeping place in a 
once-grand, now-drooping,
delapidated. winding-Staircased, 
eyes-in.the-back-otyour-head-JaCk 
block Of flat in Joubert Park. 'The 
place reminds us of District Six, 
that's why we gripped the place. It's 
a heavy spot, but were happy 
there.' 

They found a drummer in Ian 
Herman who has played with the 
Rockets, Tim Part. Isla. 
Wassomata and can be descnbed 
as the resident Shifty drummer. 

CAPETOWN gen ready — 
Your very own group. 
The Genuine., are return- 
log to the local circuit 
after a hugely successful 
stint in Joburg. They 
head. north because 
you weren't quite ready 
for them when they start- 
ed out nine months ago. 
Be prepared this time 
round. 

You wanted originality. 
They have it. You wanted 
creativity. There's loads 
of it You want. dancea- 
bility. They betet 

The Genuines article, front, front left: key- 

strutting their stuff at Jo- 	board player Hylton Schilder, bassist Mac 
burg's popular Jame- 	MacKenzie and drummer Ian Herman. Guitar- 
son's nightclub. The ex- 	let Gerard O'Brian is the only one with 
periencewas electrifying. ugh energy left to keep the intrepid trio 
Whet men ,̀  grabbed me 	from falling over backwards after an exhaust- 
was the inclusion of tight- 	 ing reheamal session. 
In delivered Keeps. 
Moose music in their en.sion,'• says Ian. 	 From the exuberance 

etic uerte, re of hop, 	"Our community's mil- of those shuffling klopse em m 
fusion, rock and funk. tura is every rich one and ditties to their critical 
With this, The Genuine. we're proud of it. That's laza/funk ....Mons 
showed they had the guts by we play aggressive- and the demonic robotics 
to do what few, if any, N. We're not ashamed of of Angst music inf.- 
dared: they created a our hmkege." 	 ences ... The Gemini.' 
place for the Hope di- 	 He grins: -Initiallymusic is anginal and, 
orn in the mainstream of People weren't puke sure well ... genuine. 
modern and club music. what to do when we 

And h worked because - Played our Mop. tunes. 	play et mdeho 

51 	there was no him of ape,. It seems Capetoniana todneedeva. Fridays and 

Ours
w”e 
	

were a bit steam then of 	Rem Februen, 
"Ours isth experience entoying indigenous "." 

of being coloured must. music," 	 Yenned Fakier 
dans in this country. And 	  

■ The Genuines 
	

TONY HUGO 

driving rock that was bouncing 	the band. 'but 	

id 

now he's run 
people in their seats. heads 'were of names to c 
bopping, and hands tapping time on mow hey? When the ta 	 They ve quickly found venues 

all us. You 

P.P Street U.  Orton ' . 

, tabletops. It takes a bit of getting fa into some category •to.fih 	where they could play their 'original 
used to the sound of rock on a 	jargon. fall into some cat 	for free music. So far they have 

I Sunday night at this halved en 	the newipape 	Pre' 	already played at the Black Sun, 
venue. Almost sacrilegious. But like 	TherGenurnes: 	' 42nd Street. Jamwons Benson's 
most times I've been involved in 	incidentally, Mall ig Mat 	Often/Demolition Company, and at B 

sacrilege, the uneasiness is soon 	expertinentali Th4 egad 

eel 	forgotten in die earthy enjoyment. to Pletvi„  IT4roGS.fyroW 
Then vintage Kaapse idopa 	nine.,  - 	5  ioca 	ne MO 

played with verve, energy ano 	entnuSlaSa lots of pluck, and a 

enthusiasm on a bed of subta,..„,,Lash j , 	 artath   mann each 
now driving. svoishmg„aneya - 	Weis got, we ull that n 
rhythrnica.parenteron. . 	the orchestra, 	'ye got 	 and We re 

rar310/an Riebeck an ding is Oa' written let 	eddy -.-:- 	 ing acr the whole 
rasped mac, the  charianatic 	, .i WouldThe ermined 	ge 	1110Ve. :10 were proud of that Well 

• vocalistawstst The hod v. soon lyrics of d 	-it 	lit by a summersmear I in some peoples 

l ..forgotten. A rock band? Moan 	,ornparggi be too 	face.' 
4ityboardist Hilton Suhigppbet. an 	We would say we nave 1 	Satoh The Genuines It you can. 
' "troth the 	ps , t as obvious songs, choose from the others. 	Halle sew; creative wearheid. 
',mere re a kloe cant!. 	Don't take that song and distort it, ALF JAMES 

that includes Mopse 
music." says lan Hennas. 
the group's volcanic 
drummer and only north- 
erne, 

Tha other members are 
professional and session 
musicians who have paid 

Schad. 
dues. Hylton 

Schad. (keyboards, voc-
als) Mac Meek mate 
(bass. vocals1 and Gerard 
O'Brien (gutted are all the 
Mother City's own sons. 
Now they've COME home. 

”Those sessions 
form. the tes. for our 
music The influences are 
so varied, and being 
coloured in South Africa 
lends an extra dimen- 
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