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Interviewer: This is Dale, it's the 17" November and I'm going to be interviewing Abram
Mokete. Abraham thanks very much for coming and making the time to do this. The first
thing | want to do is ask you some questions about yourself. When and where were you
born?

Mokete: Actually | was born in Sharpville that was in 1965. In February 1966 my parents
went to Sebokeng where | grew up, thereafter between 1997 and 1996 its where | went to
Evaton West, its where | have a wife and | kid.

Interviewer: So you've lived more or less in the Vaal your whole life?

Mokete: Yes.

Interviewer: Did you live anywhere else outside of the Vaal, Abram?

Mokete: No. no.

Interviewer: Tell me a little bit abgut*your family. You*€ay you have a wife and a child, how
old is your child?

Mokete: Is now 13.

Interviewer: What about brethers arid-sistersmyeur other farfiity? Are they around? Do you
have other brothers and sisters?

Mokete: Ya actually, I've got my brather, he is working #h Focshville and my younger sister
she stays at my parents place because she issthe‘Gnly one left at home.

Interviewer: You parents have already passed on?

Mokete: Yes, both of them.

Interviewer: Is she staying at the old family home?

Mokete: Yes they are twins. My younger brother is staying somewhere where he is hiring a
place there.

Interviewer: And what about your own schooling? What schools have you done?

Mokete: | done Standard 8 at school.

Interviewer: So you went through to Standard 8 in Sebokeng?

Mokete: Yes.

Interviewer: And what about work? What kinds of jobs or work in your life have you done?
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Mokete: | was a salesman and thereafter | was working as a ... we were fixing you know the
windmills, | know how to fix those things. And thereafter | went to security, there | spent a lot
of time in security.

Interviewer: And in the present situation, what is your present situation with regards to
work?

Mokete: Right now?

Interviewer: Or in the last three years. Are you working or unemployed?

Mokete: Right now I'm unemployed but I'm still planning to upgrade my grade so that ...
actually 1 have some experience but | should have some more qualification. So | have to
upgrade.

Interviewer: What other interests or hobbhies de ypu have outside being an activist? What
other things do you do?

Mokete: Soccer, watching sogcer and mjovies and sometimes partying.

Interviewer: So you enjoy partying big time as™well; okay. AGram tell me when it was that
you became politicised? Wgen didgyou startathinking about ;golitics, thinking about getting
involved in struggles? When did that happen? How did that happen?

Mokete: It happened when | was stillhgrowing up especially in the time of apartheid when |
realised how the government was trealing peeple; from that time | started automatically to
become an activist.

Interviewer: And did you join an organisation? What did you do at that time during the
apartheid days? Did you join the ANC or was it other political or civic organisations?

Mokete: At that time | was just an ordinary member because | didn't have a good idea of
how to tackle things but later | met with Torong Ramela who influenced me of all sort of
things. He taught me many things actually, now it was when | actually started to actually find
myself ... what kind of struggle, to understand the struggle ...

Interviewer: Just for the information Torong was a fellow comrade who is living in Evaton,
right?

Mokete: Yes.



Interviewer: And was he the one that started the Evaton West Crisis Committee — EWCCC,
right?

Mokete: Him and others

Interviewer: When did that begin? When did the Evaton ... when did it start?

Mokete: It started in 2000, 22 September.

Interviewer: And were you there from the beginning?

Mokete: No not from the beginning, | was not there.

Interviewer: Okay. When did you start joining or when did you become active?

Mokete: 2005.

Interviewer: 2005? Okay and what was it about EWCCC that made you want to be part of
it? What were they doing in those first 2 or 3 years in the community?

Mokete: Pardon

Interviewer: What was it that.made yed want te join the organisation? In other words what
kind of things were they doirfgythat made you thifikdshould joigithis organisation?

Mokete: | realised that the arganisaitiOn is fighting, the needs 6f the community in our area, it
is also gonna help myself if | have a//problemy because‘d’ realised you can’t challenge
municipality individually, you should fogm an organisatio®where they will help you challenge
some things.

Interviewer: And what kind of things were they challenging? What was the EWCCC doing?
What issues was it taking up for the community?

Mokete: The issues of housing, the issues of water, housing, roads, clinic, health, of course
it's part of clinic and environment issues.

Interviewer: We will come back to some of those but tell me a little bit about the kind of
community how is it? Is it mostly workers, unemployed, shacks? What does it look like, the
community?

Mokete: In the community a lot is unemployment even women are unemployment and that
caused, what can | say if the women doesn’'t work and whereby depend on someone it's

easy to get some other diseases because she is unemployment and somebody will promise
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this and that and it's where you will get some diseases like HIV spreading because mostly
women are not working there.

Interviewer: What is the housing situation like, the basic service situation? You said water
and electricity, basic services when the organisation started you said it was taking up these
issues so what were the problems on those fronts?

Mokete: For electricity the problem is that when it is raining the electric went off and that
actually causes problems because now when the electric is off when it comes back the TV
and some other things they can burn. Since, we were speaking with the Manager of Eskom
to put big transformers because those small transformers are causing that problem. And the
issue of water we are still doing some research thereafter the research it's where we will
make some follow up with water because the water, that they are using is not right
Interviewer: When you say it's Aot right, is it the quality, is it bad water, is it not enough
water, what is the problem?

Mokete: Nobody comes to gty housesfor to oufyards to opepiand see how many water we
have used there, they justggharge/us |- theygaie” sitting tHefe and they just bring us a
statement. It's another problem for ustbegause semetimes if'wou are my next door neighbour
there are 10 people there and I'm ligipg alone, now yo®l find out that when the statement
comes me alone | will have to pay more ‘money.“Al times somebody is not staying there is
working somewhere for some months and will get the same statement ...

Interviewer: That's been a problem for many years now?

Mokete: Yes so we want to stop that system because it is not fair. We are not saying we are
refusing to pay water but we want a fair thing because the system is not fair for us.
Interviewer: And the housing situation ...?

Mokete; In Evaton West we are the only community that paid R250 to be allocated in RDP
houses. The problem is that we are overcrowded because of its one room there.
Interviewer: One room houses?

Mokete: Yes just imagine if a mother, father you want to sleep, it's a problem.
Interviewer: This is the booklet that you made a few years ago?
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Mokete: Ya, ya. You can see here we pay R250 in Extension 11 for RDP houses.
Interviewer: So what you're saying is that that hasn’t been delivered, so people pay money
but nothing has happened?

Mokete: Nothing has happened. The houses were built half so the foundation they didn’t
finish it since from 1997. But we are the community that paid R250 but other extensions like
extensions 2,3,4,5 and 7 - they didn’t pay nothing but the house is complete.

Interviewer: So it's in a particular section in Evaton and its extension 11 and its extension
11 where there is a big problem with housing in particular? I'm going to ask you some
guestions about the organisation itself, about EWCCC. What kind of structures does it have?
Do you have elected leadership? Do you have regular meetings, do you have AGMs? How
is it structured as an organisation?

Mokete: Previously our structurefgsvaton West was & @bod organisation that time because
the leadership was actually active. Right now we,meet but others are working especially the
executive committee which freans the attendan€eds not goodight now so I'm the one trying
to see that we organise oursglves like before

Interviewer: What kind of activities . £ the EWGCC, what kind or things did it do in order to
highlight the problem? | mean did ygiymarch, picket? What kind of things did you do in the
struggles over the years?

Mokete: Right now here | still have our programme of action where there will be marches
and pickets but we want to start with Eskom and so on.

Interviewer: But in past when you started, when you joined you said in 2004/ 5 so since that
time the struggles that Evaton West has taken up, have you had any successes in terms of
making things better as a result? Tell me a little bit about that.

Mokete: | remember here if you look [at the EWCC booklet] page 29 we were marching for
Eskom and also we marched for the supermarket, Score Supermarket to reduce the prices
and we did success.

Interviewer: And has the situation with the basic services gotten any better since Evaton

West started taking up struggles?



Mokete: Some of them but the electricity issue is still the same that's why we want to start
with workshop of electricity so that if we go to engage with Eskom we must at least have
knowledge of what is happening. Like other things, the issue of water, we are still busy
making the research so that when we go there we have the knowledge.

Interviewer: And before | start asking some questions about the APF in relation to ...you're
holding, even though we don’t have a camera so you can't see, you are holding a booklet
which was produced by Evaton West, what year was that? When did that come out 2007/
2008? What year was this booklet produced?

Mokete: Let me remember, ya 2007 somewhere there.

Interviewer: You are one of the few affiliates that | know that has produced ... this is a
history of the community and the history of; the struggles there, right? So it's quite
impressive. Who did you work witfi?, Who produced thig?2

Mokete: Score, also Khanya yas parteof this and Rosa Luxemburg they helped us to make
this booklet.

Interviewer: I'm going to askfyou questions abeut the APF butlwhat other relationships does
Evaton West have? You've mentioneéd now Khanya, this ista research project, you've got
Rosa Luxemburg, any other NGOs, grganisations that you've worked with?

Mokete; Yes, Jubilee, APF, some others™ havegot them here. We have worked with the
South African Centre for Economy and Justice, Environmental Justice Network Forum, and
Durable Garden Education, Freedom of Expression, CIDA

Interviewer: Now as best as you can remember, when you joined the EWCCC, it was
already a member of the APF, right?

Mokete: Pardon

Interviewer: EWCCC was already a member of the APF when you joined?

Mokete: Yes. Yes.

Interviewer: Okay. So tell me a little about the time that you've been involved in EWCCC,
what has been the relationship with APF of Everton West? In other words, what did you get
from the APF? Why did Evaton want to be part of APF?
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Mokete: It has helped us a lot because it assists us with knowledge, it assists us with
workshops even if we want to march it will go to Vereeniging or wherever, if we need
transport they will assist us with transport so that our march can be a success.

Interviewer: What I'm trying to ask you is - was the APF assisting you with resources and
also some education? Try to give me a sense of what the political relationship was like, the
politics because it's the Anti Privatisation Forum, how did the anti privatisation fit to the
struggles of Evaton? How did that make a connection?

Mokete: Well maybe | didn’t hear you clearly.

Interviewer Well if you organise a community organisation and you're looking to belong into
something bigger than yourself, you generally say | like that organisation because it is going
to help us do 1, 2, 3, and 4 alright? And I'm asking in political terms, ideological terms what
was it that the APF brought to Evaidn*\West not just some resources for transport you know.
Mokete: Since | became a . nemberegf an afiilliate of the APF, | can stand with other
organisations because it hastaught me‘many tings in politics,

Interviewer: What kind of things? In70thier wordsywhat kind ofithings did you learn as part of
the APF?

Mokete: | have realised that there is@egcialism, communi8m and capitalism so we have done
workshops about those things and before“thatdb ditin’t know that that system capitalism is a
system that makes poor to become poor and richer to be rich, so I have learnt a lot of things.
Interviewer: In terms of the APF, besides the resources as you mentioned, do you
remember events or activities that APF did that Evaton joined with other communities in
something that was bigger, linking with other communities, other affiliates struggling at
another level just not about water in Evaton but maybe about a policy that is in provincial
government or something that is bigger than the community?

Mokete: | remember some events where we actually joined with some affiliates from other
places when we were marching for xenophobia we were together there. Also when we were

with Jubilee where we were different affiliates, now it shows that we support one another and



we show solidarity with other affiliates, which is good. Because, if we are more it makes at
least pressure to whatever we challenge.

Interviewer: In relation to the membership in the APF - the APF has had a lot of challenges
over the last few years, how has that affected Evaton? The problems and some challenges
in the APF, has that affected Evaton West and the struggles in the community? And if it has
how that has affected them?

Mokete: You mean when in the past when we challenge APF?

Interviewer: No I'm saying the APF has had its own problems and challenges ...have those
problems and challenges in the APF affected the community struggles in Evaton and if it has
how has it affected them? Do you see what I'm saying? Some of the problems were about
monies, about people these kinds of things.

Mokete: Yes it has affected the ofganisation.

Interviewer: How so?

Mokete; When we see that there is misunderstapding especjally in our APF executive then
we start to panic, we start tg@sk ouselves IfFARE i€ not stablg whether our things will come
alright. Will we be able to challenge thingé becatse most offihie time it helps us to challenge
these things because it is difficult o us as the affiliate to organise things by ourselves
because we don’t have enough resources se«ii there is a problem in the executive then it
affects us too.

interviewer: How has the general politics of South Africa over the last 2-3 years ... in other
words, change in the ANC, from Mbeki to Zuma and other things ...has that affected people
in the community? The things that have happened in the broader politics, has that had an
impact?

Mokete: Yes

Interviewer: What kind of impact has it had? What are people thinking? Has it changed
people’s minds, has it changed the way they see things?

Mokete: Yes sometimes when the President, Zuma was campaigning most of the citizens,

the community they thought he will come and change some policies and those things but as
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times goes on, if you listen to his speech somewhere often he will say that ‘no I'm not going
to change some policies’ that when people see we voted the same system of previous
government, meaning that the policy will remain the same. And if it remains the same people
are affected because they are going to suffer because of those policies.

Interviewer: In Evaton West, in the community what is the attitude towards the ANC now?
Do they support the ANC, are they pulling off or are there other political parties there?
Mokete: Most have said in future they won't vote for the ANC because it has promised them
lies. The only members of ANC to my knowledge are the ones who are going to vote for the
ANC because they have opportunities there.

Interviewer: Is the councillor for that area, are they ANC councillors?

Mokete: ANC councillors.

Interviewer: So they do get elected?*They continue to 6@ elected?

Mokete: Yes.

Interviewer: As the ANC bufwith less people partieipating, is that what you're saying?
Mokete: Yes.

Interviewer: So each election it's l@ss/and legs people who are voting, because of the
broken promises?

Mokete: Yes.

Interviewer: How did the government respond to struggles that were being taken up in
Evaton? In other words when | say government | mean the local councillor or whoever, how
did they respond to what Evaton was saying when you were marching, picketing,
demanding, handing memorandums - what was the response?

Mokete: Sometimes they do not respond at all, they will promise. When we give them
memorandum we give them fourteen days to respond to our demand but we don't get the
response from government. Eskom okay, they will come and promise us things which is
some lies, they will say ‘we will fix this’ ... when we ask ‘when?’ They will say before month

end of June the transformers will be okay but it won't.
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Interviewer: Throughout the last five years since you've been there with Evaton has
anything changed? Has there been any good thing as a result of your struggles?

Mokete: Yes because we have been fighting for the street lights the street lights are there
now. We have been fighting for roads because when the ambulance is coming to fetch a
patient you find that the road is mud, they are getting problems. | have realised that now they
are busy making some tar road although it's not all the streets.

Interviewer: But some of them are now being tarred?

Mokete: Yes.

Interviewer: Has Evaton taken up issues of education and health as well?

Mokete: Yes.

Interviewer: What has happened there on things_about education, schooling, clinics, and
these things?

Mokete: Schooling have alsa.mproved; rememier we had only one school called Matome
but now we have two schools:

Interviewer: And one thing tftat yousmentionedsis, tife environfment. | believe there was a big
rubbish dump close by, what has happened there? What hasfappened with that site?
Mokete: The people are still going these but now | have fealised there is a control now, there
is another way of controlling people. Whentyeu'pass there you see it's not like before.
Interviewer: Is there a pollution problem at all? Are there issues of bad air and pollution in
the area?

Mokete: For the people who are part of Evaton West those who are staying next to Matiki
Interviewer: The rubbish dump?

Mokete: Yes

Interviewer: Is that still a problem for them?

Mokete: Right now we never went back to ask them whether they still have that problem.
Interviewer: Do you think over the last 2-3 years, do you think organisations like Evaton
West ... do you think the struggles that have been taken up on an APF basis - education,

housing, electricity and health, and these things - are still needed and necessary for people
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on the ground? In other words the APF is now 10 years old, it started in 2000, does it still
need to be there for problems of the community or have they changed?

Mokete: Some of the things have changed, some are still there like the issue of eviction, it's
still a problem but some other things have changed. You see from 2000 , the APF put
pressure on the local government for things like water, you see in Soweto the issue of pre
paid meters, it has done something.

Interviewer: What I'm asking also ... do you still see the need for communities like Evaton
West Crisis Community to be active now with issues that are facing, is there a need just like
they started in 2002. Is it still the same?

Mokete: There is a need

Interviewer: Is it mainly just shifting because thipgs haven’t changed?

Mokete: Yes:

Interviewer: And same for ARE?

Mokete: Yes

Interviewer: So the APF in ether words still needs 6 be here2

Mokete; Ya because even Johannesbury Watet, we are stilllblaming another system, if you
go this side its blaming another. If tigyAPF is not there, ™ mean they know there is no other
organisations that will challenge the things/And“especially the issue of Coalition against
Water Privatisation, it has played an important role because we even went to the High Court
to challenge it and now it's not easy for Johannesburg Water to actually put pre paid meters
they have to consult the people, we have to know some of the things.
Interviewer: What would you say are the main weaknesses? You've mentioned some of the
good things, the strengths of the organisation but now, what are the main weaknesses that
need to be strengthened?

Mokete: Attendance, communication and to be committed because some others when we

plan they don’t come to the next meeting so that makes us weak because whatever we plan
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Interviewer: You mentioned when | asked you of the kind of place Evaton is you mentioned
that there is a lot of people who are trying to find work, they are just surviving. For you as
someone who is an activist what are the key, main challenges to try and build an
organisation in a community like that? In other words when you look and say, ‘I'd like this to
be strong we would like to have so many members’, what do you see as the main barriers to
get to that point? Do you see what I'm saying?

Mokete: Ya actually mostly there when you trying and organise and mobilise the community
others will ask, ‘are we going to get paid’ so you see that is the problem caused by
unemployment. Someone if he wants to attend where he will get something when he comes
back, also others they do not understand about our organisation, they think we are radical,
we are chasing the government but | think_if we still have workshops we can pull some of
them into our organisation becausgits where they willdiiderstand some issues so | think we
need to have some more workshops, |#hink it's where we are going to pull more.
Interviewer: One of the strengths of the APEFas a forupt has been to take different
communities and bring themtogethel, Communities” in the VVaal, Pretoria and Soweto. What
has been your experience in doing that With othey communities excluding outside the Vaal,
how was that? Just tell me a little hityabout how the ARF has or has not been able to link
different struggles so that people in Evaton are‘saying we have the same problems as those
people over there.

Mokete: It has helped. Like | said before, if we are many we put more pressure to what we
are fighting for, we help one another, we know that if we've got a problem we get help from
other affiliates. So it helps a lot and we can be able to fight the same problem if it happens to
other provinces.

Interviewer: Tell me a little bit about your own experiences in meeting people and what
impacts ...around the places, not just communities in Gauteng but around other parts of
South Africa and the world? So how has that impacted on your development as a community
activist in Evaton? When you are able to, for example meet people from Germany or some

other places and they are telling you about their things and what'’s going on.
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Mokete: if you meet some people from different places or countries you'll learn from them
some other things that maybe we don’t have here in this country and we share ideas. You
can even understand that the problem we have in South Africa other countries they have the
problem and from those people you get some advice on how they handled the kind of
problem you are having in your country.

Interviewer: And that has proven helpful in terms of struggles here as well, in Evaton in
particular?

Mokete: Yes

Interviewer: These are the last few questions | have ... things now in the last few years
have been difficult, not only economically for people who are suffering, you know from a
different range of other things but it's been difficult politically because there are organisations
that are going like a roller coastég’sometimes becaus€ they go up and sometimes they go
down - what do you think ngeds to ®@appen te_make people’s organisations, community
organisations stronger, orgghisations like the APE"more effeciive, what do you think needs
to happen?

Mokete: Actually | don’t know how tofexplain thisy The execidtive, APF executive must have
good people who would pull the orgghisation with commitment and those people must have
a plan and some strategy, they must madbtlise-andrecruit more members. They should try to
make APF reflect, for example some t-shirts and caps that will reflect that the APF is still
there even if we go to the marches we should have some t-shirts that you regroup
yourselves because some members just come to see oh this organisation is that fighting for,
but if you are marching they do not understand which party is this.

Interviewer: And for Evaton too? What do you think is necessary for a community
organisation like Evaton to gain, to become stronger ... to do better?

Mokete: We must recruit more members so that they have the knowledge that we have and
understand our politics and also to challenge some issues. Then people will realise - oh this
organisation is challenging our problems that are facing us. It's where we can get more

people and the organisation will be strong.
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Interviewer: Those were most of the questions | had. Is there anything that you, | mean I've
tried to ask you some basic questions about your organisation. Is there anything that we
haven't talked about the Evaton, the APF that | haven't asked you to, because this is the
opportunity for you to say?

Mokete: What | can say is that sometimes we need resources as Evaton West. If we need to
organise some other things, compare APF like before it used to help us with other things but
now is helping us but its little bit slower, that is what I've realised.

Interviewer: So that needs to improve?

Mokete: Ya.

Interviewer: Abram, thanks comrade
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