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Interviewer: Okay it's the 23" of August 2010. Just for the record, can you say your full
name?

Molefe: My name is Thabo Setumetsi Molefe.

Interviewer: Thabo, just a few personal questions about yourself - where and when
were you born?

Molefe: | was born in 1982, the 2™ of June.

Interviewer: Okay. Can you also give an indication of where you have lived - have you
always lived in Johannesburg or have you moved around?

Molefe: I've lived in Johannesburg most of the time but I've also lived in North West, the
rural areas of North West and | stayed there maybe for five years.

Interviewer: Is that when you were a child?

Molefe: Yes, when | was a child, yes growing up before | went to school, maybe around
when | was four years and then | started my first vear there at North West, then the
second year | didn’t go to schoaldhew ['had to comeback to Jo’burg just to go to school

Interviewer: And what kind 0f schooling have you had - youmeducation?

Molefe: | do have a qualification which is...it*s"netafull qualiiication per se. I'm doing
Media studies with UNISA¥it's currgrtlygpending even now. i still a student even now
there. But | do have a matric and all'thase.

Interviewer: You do have mairic?

Molefe: Yes.

Interviewer: And where in...I'm assuming mast efithe time you've lived in Joburg you've
lived in Soweto?

Molefe: Yes

Interviewer; Where in Soweto?

Molefe: I've lived in Diepkloof, just the first township when you enter Soweto.
Interviewer: And you've pretty much lived there all the time?

Molefe: Yes, but now I've moved down to Orlando, which is the next township.
Interviewer: Okay, and just tell me just a little about your family, do you have brothers
and sisters, your mother and father, what do they do?

Molefe: Okay, I'm from a family of four; I'm the third child in the family. We were like two
brothers and two sisters. The first born was my sister but she passed away. My mother
also passed on so there are only three of us that are left now. | had, | should say a

normal childhood of someone who was in Soweto, growing up with your grandmother
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and your mother being here. And my dad being this person that | see once in a while but
not living with him permanently.

Interviewer: And work situation? Have you ever like had jobs, have you ever worked?
Molefe: I've done work, but all of them they were not like those permanent jobs. |
worked at Timber City Hardware in Randburg but it was only for weekends just to get
more money and | also tried to work with tourists most of the time. | ‘m a translator, | do
translation most of the time and | do tours in Soweto but that's a private thing that I'm
doing for myself. But that's a part time job that I've also been doing. And I've also
worked with Khanya in fact for a period of about six months, being an assistant like | do
here but at the time they were still in Newtown. So those were the kind of jobs but
basically nothing that's so stable in fact that I've worked in.

Interviewer: Okay ...describe to me how you became an activist, how did you become
politicised?

Molefe: Okay, I'm from a familyyot politicians. M{grandfather is in fact Moses Kotane,
the founder member of the SACP. So from my family_it’s funny that no one is so like
interested in politics, it's oily few of us that arelinterestedaim politics so the question to
me is always been, “Why gten't you supporting e ANC because your grandfather, if he,
was here, he was supportifig the AiNGghe was gaing to be 2 ANC member?” - and all
of those things. So I'm this kind of person whoe“always wants;to engage in debates and |
always think that there is always an alternative 'to each and every situation, you know,
I'm that kind of person. So the fisgt time that | ...a® | said | was sleeping with my
grandmother. You know living withi*yQéelgrandmether, like it's us, in fact there were eight
of us, the grandchildren of my grandmother, we were staying with my grandmother
there. And because like she was getting grant money and it was always a problem when
she was supposed to give us pocket money to go to school and she will complain that, “I
don’t have money | have to pay rent, | have to pay electricity” and all those things. And it
was sad that most of the times she wanted to do those things for us but because of the
money that she was getting all these things that she was supposed to do she couldn’t do
that. And when | was doing my Standard 7 at school, | was elected as an SRC in the
class and from there that's when | got to politics in a way because during that time when
you are an SRC member, you'll be maybe invited to the ANCYL meetings, you know
them trying to sort of mobilise you and all those things. So that’'s how | got into politics.
But until when | met with comrade Virginia and comrade Aubrey Setshedi, they were

married at the time, Virginia and Aubrey, that's when the SECC started in fact. We were
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having problems of electricity and my grandmother was complaining that she doesn'’t
have money to pay and there were cut offs and she was very scared that if it is cut off
then what was going to happen to us? So there were meetings in Pimville in fact...
Interviewer: Give us a sense of the time frame, when was this?

Molefe: Let's see...it was in 2000, yes that's when | started with the SECC but then we
did not have the name the SECC because they were problems in Diepkloof of electricity
cut offs, they were problems in Orlando of electricity cut offs and they were also
problems in G-street in Pimville. So we did not have a formulated structure that was
called the SECC but it's the problems that brought people sort of like together into the
SECC. Because at the time, comrade Trevor Ngwane was in the council of the ANC and
he knew of other issues beforehand, before the communities and then he sort of told the
communities about what was coming in terms of those issues of electricity and housing.
And then from there they were two groups,in Rimville, the party from the ANC, they were
those who were co- ANC membegrs,and there weréthgse who wanted Trevor to start
something new out of the ANGUSo they started having meéetings in Nelspruit and
Pimville but they started seging that the problemief electriciiis not only in Pimville and
then they started talking tG"the comratles in @ffafdlo. The vepy, first' comrade that we
started talking to in Orlande was MamagKhicle. We used to haVe meetings at his house
and from there Mamo Khele from Orlando then'we met with®8ubrey and Virginia then
that's where comrade Dale and othersistarted kifowing each other and said that, the
problem that we're having is not agecal problem but it's#an international problem. So,
yes, that's how | got into politics. [fWvassmairly thelissue of electricity that made me so,
like open to the world and say, there is so much that's happening besides the issue of
politics so that's how | got into politics.

Interviewer: And you were, at that time still a student or...?

Molefe: Yes, | was still a student; | was going to school and from school attending like
meetings, because even the time when we went to the Mayor’s house Amos Masondo, it
was only a year after | had matriculated. But | was active even at the SRC in school and
even at the SCCC because | was an SRC since from Grade 7 until | matriculated | was
elected the entire time by the students until then.

Interviewer: And during that time did you belong to a political organisation or were you
just part of the SRC?

Molefe; No, | didn’t belong to any political party but we were...you know people wanted

to get us into politics, like the PAC wanted us to join them, The ANC also wanted us to
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join them and the UDM wanted us to join them but | think with me it's always been an
issue of you've forever been there and you're forever to people you'll give them this but
whenever you have a chance to do that you fail people and the sad part is that those
who put you in power also have to fight you to deliver whatever it is that you promised.
So that has always been my thinking and my look in politics that you know, it's sad
enough to promise people what you can’t give so we sort of like wanted ...people
wanted us to get into politics. But from the Left side there was a group, which was called
the Sl (I think), they also wanted to recruit us into the Sl, but | have to say, with them it
was an issue of us getting, we were having a study group with them in fact, them giving
us issues to read and having to meet and discuss whatever paper that was given to us.
So that's how | got to know issues of politics internationally, you know issues about Dr
Guevara and all those political icons that were there before us.

Interviewer: And Sl stands for Socialist International?

Molefe: Socialist Initiative.

Interviewer: Okay. Now you me&ntioned that that kind of gelitical education and those
kinds of things raised diffesgnt issuesder you, obwiously one.ef the key issues was
privatisation... so just giveé'me a sense of how'it48 at that time., that you understood
privatisation and what it issand why.youswere oppasing that?,

Molefe: Okay. You know, sometimes,whenyou-get to hear 6f'these big words you are
scared, “What's this?” But it was easilyexplained and | also Came up with my own way
of explaining it that we can’t say wesown a shop being five of us and us owning a shop
and there are families outside of this gh@p aad oheyperson will come and say that the
leadership of these five people is not good leadership. So these five people, we must
say they have to get a certain percentage but this whole percentage of this shop must be
owned by this particular person, you know. So for me it's always been that that it's not
fair, you can’t work in a bakery shop and bake bread everyday but at the end of the day
you can't afford to buy your children bread everyday. So for me that's how it was
explained and that's how | understood it that you know, that privatisation on its own is a
problem to those who don't have because it comes with certain demands on its own and
people’s lives are undermined and profit comes before everything. So for me it's that sad
part that it's bad that money should come before people’s personal issues. For me that's
how | understood it, it's how easy sometimes when | get to tell the next person that
privatisation is this, taking something that's been owned by the community and taking it

to this one person to own it which is not fair.
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Interviewer: Try to just place that for me within the context of when you just started
becoming active within the SECC ...how did you make the connection with what was
going on in the electricity front and the larger issues that government was...you know
was interacting with people and the policies it was implementing.

Molefe: | think from the SECC context, it's easy because it was local politics, we
discussed local politics of, we don’t have electricity, we must go to the Councillor. When
you go to the Councillor, the Councillor says, ‘I'm not Eskom”, when you go to Eskom,
Eskom says, ‘We made a presentation to the government and they gave us a go ahead
and the Councillor will just say, “I'm just here but looking at that was agreed upon by the
government and Eskom,” we only see that the projects are unveiling. So that’s when you
get to know that decisions are not made by this one particular person, decisions are
made by those who have money more than us. Decisions are made on behalf of us
because those who have money they want to protect whatever they have; they want to
protect their profits. So it was easy\or me to look af it jrom the SECC side because it
was a thing that if you don't pay; you don’t get electricity g@iad it was easy for me, which
means if | don’t have monel,*I'm privileged to have these things. So that means in a
nutshell that if these thingSWere giveh by goverament, giving.them to the people that
have voted for him, it was'going to ae_easy.because it was d0ifig to be easy in a way
that they will provide this to everyong,but now'because the parastatals are being
privatised into certain individuals eachiand every person that starts a business want to
make profit. So if you privatise sorpething, surely you must know that whoever is going
to buy shares or whatever their main ghbjective andhaim is to make profit. And from the
SECC perspective, that's how we understood it that, no, that's why we are getting cut
offs is because we don't pay electricity they want to make profit so if we don’t help them
to make profit then we’re privileged to have it.

Interviewer: What were the main demands? What was the SECC saying should
happen? What were you fighting for at that time?

Molefe: | think one thing that we demanded as SECC was to stop the cut offs. Just stop
the cut offs. And taking it back to the ANC and saying, “Hey, you promised us! You
never promised the members of the ANC but you promised the whole nation that we're
going to give free houses, free electricity and free everything! So we're saying to you as
much as you promised us, give back what you have promised and stop cut offs!” And if
you could see the membership of the SECC, its mostly pensioners which being the case

it raises the question why it's mostly pensioners and it's easy in a way when you look
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into it, its because pensioners were the most who were affected, you know. Pensioners
were those who were having large bills in their houses of R16000-R17000 and the very
sad part is that also when you try to engage with them they will say, ‘Sorry we've made a
mistake with this bill, its not supposed to reflect this amount.“ So you can see that there
is also a problem with the administration of Eskom, the way they do things and the way
they were saying that they don’t send people to come and check the meters but they will
just come to your house and estimate that okay, this house can use this. So those were
our demands that stop the cut offs other demand is that they should stop giving people
false invoices and statements. | think those were the main...and also that ANC should
live to its promises; those were the strong demands that SECC wanted in fact.
Interviewer: And when you say keep its promises were you demanding for free
electricity or is it a particular amount of electricity ...?

Molefe: We were saying as they promisgd. They.said, free electricity, it was the main
focus of the demand, you knowg @' SECC said if yod want to know people who lie
everyday then its politicians.

Interviewer: And just gives& sense agio how thetSECC wasssaid to grow from one area
to the other and then becdme a Soweto based ofganisation. Sow did it structure itself,
how was it operating?

Molefe: You know in Soweto we used to have, we used to call them like CBOs, you
know community based organisations that are lobking at the'issues that are happening
within that particular community. Maybe like Diepkloof as Diepkloof as a whole but not
happening in other areas and we alsghave stregi'gommittees like we can have people
like from one street looking at about 30-40 houses and we elect two people to just
safeguard the street and to see to it what’s happening. So that's how the SECC got into
being an organisation based in Soweto because as | said when we started to meet we
were meeting in Orlando and Mamo Khele's house, you know. It's funny because
sometimes when you do good people want to know more about you. And | remember
when we met we didn’t have T-shirts or membership cards, we never had any of those,
we started as comrades coming together and saying, “these are the problems, how do
you deal with the problems?” But we met as people who also had families, you come
here and you say, ‘I'm from Orlando, | have a problem in my house and this and this and
that but you'll also say that but my family also in Zola, they have a problem with the
similar situation”. So one thing that changed with the SECC is that we never, from

Orlando, we never waited for communities to call us and say there is a problem, we used
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to sense, not sense but people used to come to our meetings and say, ‘there is a
problem”. Which was surprising because people used to come as individuals from Dube
and say, “We have problems of cut offs in Dube so how can you help us? How can you
make sure that you come to Dube?’ And we will say, ‘No we can’t address you as
individuals, it's better if you do have a venue that is accessible to anyone then we call a
public meeting and we come there’. And most of our meetings, when we started the
SECC, all the meetings in fact were in public spaces, open spaces like your soccer
fields, your park but only in open spaces where people could just come and listen. And
that is how it started going from this area to the other because when you are in a public
space you can talk about this thing but after the meeting one person can come to you
and say, “No, | was just passing by and I'm from this place and | heard you talking about
this, so how can you come to my place?” We used to...that's how we organised SECC
through all these committees in fact.

Interviewer: And once you had dowe’that, how did".{ @ace you got quite a number of
membership, the SECC as far@s | understand it is one Qffthe few organisations | know
of that has a membership #idsed orgahisation. S0'if you camsjust describe how the
organisation became structiired ... with leadefrship and so fogth and so on.

Molefe: Yes, | think it's always goodfaigar. organisation to ha¥e a leadership to see that
it is involved. So with the SECC, it was .comingfrom a mentality that we have so many
structures and we're growing i a number as members of the organisation, so there was
question of people in ... when we gtarted that SECC paeple always volunteered in
positions, you know, | will take the'migtites sameene will chair the meetings and all that
but the person that used to be like the face of the SECC was Trevor at the time because
looking at him and the history that he left the ANC and you know you're the Messiah of
the struggle, you left the ANC and then you came to the poorest of the poor, you were
not getting paid there and all those things and that’s why you came there. So Trevor was
like the face of the organisation and because of that we used to get media attention
during those times. And moving forward we said that it was important for the SECC to
have an AGM just to have a leadership that was elected by the people on the ground, a
leadership that was going to be mandated by the people on the ground. And yes we did
have a ...it's just that | don’t remember the date but we did have an AGM and the
leadership was elected. And through that leadership ...because SECC before we never
had money to run our affairs and do things, we used to maintain ourselves as a

structure, you know when we were having trips, people were asked to donate R5 or R2
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and people used to donate those things. But moving forward, people started to look at
other means of fundraising and we started with the membership card as a way of
fundraising in fact and as also saying you can also be proud and say, ‘I'm supporting this
organisation because of these certain things”, you know. So that’s how we grew into this
thing of formalising it as having a leadership by having the membership card by saying,
“Be part of us, have a membership card. By having the card it doesn’t mean that you
have to take the membership card and put it on top of the wardrobe and wait for Eskom
to come and switch off your electricity and then call us but attend regular meetings so
that you can know what's happening around you and what's going to happen”, and all
those things.
Interviewer: Okay, now fairly soon after the SECC was formed as you sort of
mentioned, it got a lot of attention both in South Africa and also internationally. So there
are two things that | want you to speak of,

1. How it came to be that thet'SECC allied itsélf @nd became part of the APF;

2. To what extent did thatbroadening out of the sttuggle of Soweto impact on the

campaign from the=gfganisatign,itself?

Molefe: As | said, you cari"jwant to say whea®alrhave a prolklem you go to the doctor,
when you're sick you want=fo go to_tlkedeector. If you need mggdication you have to go to
school, if you want to grow positivelyyyau surround yourself With people who are growing
positively. But, you know, SECC was ane of these strongest organisations that anyone
could relate to at the time becausepmany people were seeing that the money that we're
getting it's peanuts, we as the grandchildrensas the grandson of them we were seeing
that our grannies are getting peanuts but they also have to pay for this and it's sad that
they were the ones who are sick with arthritis and all that, they need to be warm and all
those things. But seeing that problems were there and were not only in Soweto, we used
to have KCR back when | was working at Khanya, we used to communicate with SECC,
they were having problems with evictions and all that and we also communicated with
others from Free State, they used to have problems of evictions. But that's when we
started to say, “Problems, it's not the issue of us and Eskom, but problems it's about the
policies that are implemented by the government’. And by us now the problem now is no
longer about local issues, the Councillor, why you switch off and...but we're still fighting
a standing battle but we have to fight the battle on its own, don’t start the battle and don’t
want to fight. We said, “You know what, let’s fight, let's involve ourselves with people

who know more, let's involve ourselves with people who want to go forward”. And we
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started sitting on a table and discussing that, ‘What'’s the problem with the issue of
electricity? What's the problem? Is it Eskom? Is it government?’ And then we got to see
that a large part of Eskom was privatised and was being owned by certain individuals.
And we said which means we are not fighting Eskom per say, but we are fighting the
policy of privatisation because that's one thing that makes us to have cut offs and
everything. So | think there were also organisations, that's why I'm saying your KCR and
all those that were there, but we said all of us there is only one thing that is making us
fight all this and we all identified the same problem which is privatisation. And that's
when we started having like people who were educated at the time, new issues of
privatisation and also worked with other movements that were fighting privatisation. And
| think that's when the APF also started emerging in a way so that at least all
communities from different areas of SA, of Gauteng can come and meet, you know. And
like with the APF, it started, if | can say bui it started in Jo’burg and that's when it started
to go out when we were doing things;y when we wereldaing marches all those, people
started seeing that, ‘Oh, thes&lpeople are now fighting lgfs join them’. So that's when
we said, “the struggle is net.Only in Seweto andthe struggless not about us fighting the
Councillors, but the strugdte is all abaut the peligiesthat are ihplemented by our current
government’. That's one thing that we.said,as SECC that, “QUf"goal is not to fight the
Councillor but our goal is to challenge, the policies that are s€t by the government and to
fight for the rightful things for the poor people ofiSoweto! So'that was...

Interviewer: Okay. And just at thegheginning, you mentioned the community
organisations like the KCR and the"others that joingd in ... but when the APF began at
least in its first few years, it also combined individual activists, students, some unions
and other kinds of things. And the SECC in particular at this time, | think was very vocal
about making connections with a range of different constituencies particularly workers
and other kinds of things. How did that ... the question | want to know as an activist in
the SECC, how did that broadening out impact on the struggle that you were waging in
Soweto as well in the communities?

Molefe: Like as | said, you know, | think what's good is that when you want to see things
growing, you have to surround yourself with people who have that knowledge and you
know the issues were that if we in Soweto are fighting electricity, someone in KCR is
fighting eviction, someone where ever is also fighting eviction, someone where ever is
also fighting electricity, so we saw that it's no longer an issue that it's strong based

locally on those different areas. And the good thing is that having individuals that were
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also part of the APF, having academics that were also part of the APF because they
knew more, they knew of these policies, they knew what these policies could do to
people, they knew why these policies were wrong to the people, you know. And SECC
was one of those organisations that said, yes, there is information out there, we never
said we don’t want this information, we want this information but we want to align
ourselves with people who know more. And | remember Patrick Bond used to be one of
the guys that came for a meeting at the SECC and gave a presentation because at least
those kind of comrades they know so much, they also do research and they also read,
things that we were not reading at the time being comrades and we were not reading
things. But they also gave us presentations, you know. And | think sometimes us as
black people, sometimes when you see a white person facing the same problem as you
or wanting to fight the same problem, you see now that is the problem because
sometimes our thinking is that white people arg.net poor, they have money, they don’t
experience privatisation, they deq'tyfeerlit, they doAtdave ...but when you see white
people now starting to engageith you, of the other colgdi-you say to yourself, this is
the struggle now. And one«tliing that we never did as SECGxis that we never like
discussed people in term<™af the colour of theitskin"but we diScussed people in terms of
the experience and the knewledge thalgthey have of particulaiiissues and that's how we
got, | think to align with the APF and\alse to'be'vocal becausg we were not only vocal on
issues of electricity, you knowgwhen there wer@inarches of COSATU and all those, we
used to have Ministers saying suclstatements like supporting the workers, supporting
the people because we saw that peoplellacked sewmuch information that if you are
fighting Eskom then that's not fighting, so yes.

Interviewer: And just give a sense of what were the kind of tactics that the SECC
employed in order to wage this struggle ...? In this case you were talking about cut offs
and some other things so once the state responded clearly, not in the way that
communities wanted them to respond, what did the SECC do? What kind of tactics did it
employ to engage that struggle?

Molefe: | think it started locally because we used to say to the Councillors, “Stop the cut
offs,!” We used to have meetings with them, sit in their offices and discuss, stop the cut
offs and all those things. But when we see that cut offs were still going on, we said, we
want them to feel the same pain that we’re feeling as the community, the Councillors.
And we started engaging on a struggle of saying, ‘Let’s also switch their lights and

electricity off” And that made a huge impact because it's funny sometimes when you go
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to a certain area and when you do something like that which | can say it’s illegal and you
will get overwhelming support from that community and that's how again the SECC got a
chance of going bigger and bigger because people were saying, ‘These guys are strong,
they can challenge the Councillor and do what they said they will do”. You know, we also
had the marches, we’ve had marches before and we couldn’t do those kinds of actions
but seeing that we would give memorandums, no answers you know, we tried to engage
in meetings, no answers and then we said, “No, we're just fed up, we can't fight here a
losing battle, let's do something just to show that we mean business.” It's the same thing
| think when we went to the Amos Masondo house because as youth we had a number
of marches and the ones that we were getting is that, you know when you have a
memorandum, you present the memorandum and then you wait after whatever day and
you march again, the same thing. And then we said, “You know what, as much as Amos
Masondo’s parents are staying in SowetQ.we @don't think he’s man enough because he’s
doing this to the people of Sowel@gnt he ran away frem Soweto going to KZN. Then we
said the best thing is for us to'g6 to KZN ... because the_main aim was for us to go and
cut off electricity and wateiat that times, The mainaim is tha{swe've been marching to his
office and don't find him, \W&'ve been/sending-fmemorandums.and saying we’ll be here
but when we go he’s not there. Andawegsaid, “Now we want {05go where he stays” and
we went to his house and when we Wwent to his'house they s&id he was not there, he
went to whatever conference gverseasy We werg so fed up that this guy when we want
him he’s not there but he has timegs,go to overseas. You know, the anger, when you're
angry, your anger is very high, youknew, yed cam@do anything when you're angry and
when you're hungry at the same time you can do anything. And then we started saying,
‘Look at this man, he’s living in this huge house, nice and they are security guards
outside when people are suffering in Soweto!” And people said, “No, let's cut off the
meter” And we started with...we cut off the meter of the ...the water meter and when we
cut off the water meter then we started also cutting the electricity and that's when the
security guards retaliated to whatever we were doing. But that was us trying to say, “We
marched, we gave you a memorandum, you don’t give us any response so it's better
for us to give you a taste of your own medicine because in those memorandums we
were raising issues of saying, please stop the cut offs because of a number of reasons
but you failed to listen to us so if you fail to listen to us we also have ways of making you
listen!” You know | was surprised because that was one victory that as SECC there was

a time where the cut offs were stopped in Soweto but its funny that now they are coming
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back. But | remember | think it was the year, 2006 or 2007 the cut offs were stopped in
Soweto. There were no cut offs in Soweto and that was one victory, we as SECC said,
“Now we have a victory but the victories also that we got from local structures was that,
some of the structures that we had as the SECC, Eskom vans were not even going to
those areas like Zola, Eskom vans were not even allowed in areas like Zola. If there
were problems, they would find someone who is an electrician there and fix the problem
so those were some of the things that we had as an organisation, people’s assistance.
Because that’s one thing that me being in the SECC has taught me that you know, the
resistance shouldn’t come from the leadership only and resistance shouldn’'t come from
certain individuals who don’t even come from that area but resistance should be from the
people who are affected, from the people who see the daily problems with whatever that
they are complaining from and that’s one thing that made me say, ‘I'm doing this!” in fact,
yes.

Interviewer: The SECC becamedairy widely known¢fex its tactic of reconnections. Can
you talk a little bit about how that happened and how thagwas received by, and what
happened as a result of endgloying thattactic? And the secend thing - if I'm not
mistaken, also another goalachieved was thattzskom wrote gff a substantial amount of
arrears, just talk about those two thirgss

Molefe: Okay, Yes I think as we saidithe question was why i§'Eskom switching off the
electricity for the people - because they were net paying. And why people were not
paying - because people are unempioyed, people are getting peanuts you know, so they
don’t have money to pay Eskom. So we'as|SECE we said, is there an alternative to
whatever that Eskom is doing? And an alternative came to the members that were at the
meeting, you know someone said, “No | can reconnect, | was working with Eskom as a
contractor to cut off and they are giving us...” They were giving them | think R60 a day at
the time and after he was deployed to go and reconnect the electricity in Zola and other
areas, the guy was from Pimville. When he went back to Pimville his house was also cut
off and he resolved and said that, “You know from now on I'm going to reconnect the
electricity”. So when he made that proposal to the meeting that “I can do this” it came as
something that as SECC we said, “If they cut off, let's switch on the light”. And we went
to Eskom with this issue saying to them, “if you don’t want to listen to us, if you cut off,
we’'ll reconnect for ourselves, you know.” And they said, “Okay you can do it but if we
find someone handling our boxes, they'll then be arrested.” And when we started

reconnecting there were questions in terms of issues of money, should we charge
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people to reconnect? And it was also discussed because people were cut off because
they can’t pay, they don’'t even have money to pay someone to reconnect. And SECC
one thing that we can do, let's reconnect for those who can't pay. And we started...I
think we also used that, that was one of the mechanisms that SECC grew to what it was
because people were so fascinated by whatever we were doing, you know, ‘Eskom can
cut for me | don't care, | can go to SECC they’ll reconnect for me for free. | don't have to
pay anyone they'll reconnect for me for free!” It strengthened the struggle of the SECC
and also the campaigns of the SECC that we got at the time because more and more
houses were reconnected. And I'll have to say with Eskom help, cutting off made SECC
become stronger at reconnecting electricity and you know, I'm proud to say that since
we did the reconnections as SECC there was never one house that blew up or was
burnt, there was never that with the SECC. All the connections that we've done even
now some houses they are using that and.there_ was never something wrong that
happened. And you know because\*was also recorige{ing electricity at the time and it
was fun in fact. | remember thi§’one time we just went tQ Oslando West and there was
this old lady, | think she waS staying by,herselfiand she didai have electricity | think for
three months. And her hofise was smelling ofparaffin; and witen we got to this house
with Sifiso - Sifiso who was‘workingsat-&hanya because he Was the first chief operator of
the SECC - and when we switched oq the electricity | saw tagfs on that woman's face
and | said to myself which means we’'rg doing the right thing~ It is the wrong thing for
Eskom to say maybe we're stealingslectricity off the gavernment but we're doing the
right thing and I've seen people crythiedgh-ae belag one of the persons who used to do
the reconnections. | saw people cry, | saw people not knowing what they can give you if
they should give you money, they should cook for you, whatever and it became a strong
campaign on its own because what we were doing to people and how we were changing
people’s lives because people didn’t care at the time that what I'm doing it's illegal. To
them it was, “I now have electricity, | now can cook, | now can do whatever that | want to
do without me paying anyone.” And the funny thing is that even Eskom when they came
back and they started targeting people, they never targeted people that SECC went to
and switched their lights on. They went to certain individuals but most of the people even
now they say Eskom even came to them and for us and for the SECC that made the
SECC I think what it is today. You know them cutting off and them going and
reconnecting for free, | think SECC even today people are still identifying it as “Operation

Khanyisa” You know we “Khanyisa” (Bring back the light) It's because of those things.
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Interviewer: Give an indication of how after the initial few years SECC was very
successful in mobilising and over the last several years where possibly things have
slowed down a bit or struggles have waned somewhat ... is it a result of success? Or
first of all the movement when you have success the basis for the struggle sometimes is
less or are there other elements which have to do with things broader than the SECC
and outside than the APF and the social movements in particular?

Molefe: | think we as people we sometimes have a way of engaging and identifying with
issues or matters in fact because | think with the SECC it's that people came there when
they needed help the most. People came there when they were desperate for their
houses to get light and when they got light then they sit down. When Eskom comes and
reconnects again they come again. So it easily says to you that SECC had a victory and
we can measure our victory by what's happening today in our movement, more people
are sitting at home enjoying electricity for free, mot coming to the movement. The more
we see people in the house, the inare we know that there are problems. So we can
see...for me it's looking at thisdhing in two ways, Yes, wegfdo want people to come
because that's one of our sigrries that'if people d@n’t come &@, our meetings as an
organisation where are th£se people? But loeking at it at the gther end it's that we've
worked so hard that people’are nowssitiing,at home enjoying_Whatever we have given
them and saying, thanks to the SECE and the‘funny part it'sethat the SECC, you can
come to the meeting and yougan see the people and track the membership cards, we
have a large number of membership,cards and less pe@ple attending the meetings
because the people even if they don'i£ame-t0 themeetings but they still identify
themselves as SECC. So that's why I'm saying that in terms of maybe the decline in
numbers and in terms of maybe the issues of the SECC, it's because of the victories that
we have, because people said now they've given us so much and now we would like to
sit down. But let it be, or let's say as comrades starts something and say, | reconnect,
then I'm telling you you'll see a number of people coming to the SECC. So really it's a
guestion of how do people identify the SECC now? And | think for them they identify the
SECC as an organisation where | can go and have a problem. And when we engage
with people sometimes individually, people are tired of fighting in terms of, politically, you
know. They feel that they fought so much against apartheid regime, now it's not the time
to fight, it's the time to negotiate and come to a table, come to a decision, you know. But
even now with the members that we do have at SECC, those are people who say, ‘Il do

have electricity at home because of the SECC but | also want to know more of the
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issues”. So most people are not coming to the SECC, those are the people who came
only for this particular thing, the electricity then after its on then | sit down. But it's good
that we still do have members that are also coming to the meeting but that's why I'm also
saying very surprising, it's few people that are coming to the meetings but a large
number of memberships so that’'s why I'm saying for me | can look into it as part of the
success that we've done so much that people say, “Now | can sit at home and enjoy
electricity”.

Interviewer: Over a time period of that potential success at least at that particular level,
how would you describe the response of the state over the time frame? You've already
talked about it in the early years but as the campaign to Operation Khanyisa and
everything, how did the state respond?

Molefe: | think they were responding in different ways. At times we would reconnect and
the policemen would come and they will just logk at you and go past the place, and say,
“Eish it's SECC” Because as SEQG We used to beddentified by the T-shirt, even now the
people that are doing work wedvear T-shirts. And those who were arrested it was even
difficult at the court to be hafdled likefa criminal€éase because most of the time they will
say, “Okay I've arrested tHiis guy who*was deingg@an‘illegal caghection - is anything stolen
- no, nothing stolen”. So Eskom camsaymmaybe the damageSJ3So the response of the
state was also saying they no longeryant to'arrest people Wio are doing illegal
connections and specifically like in Orlando becguse they were saying that, “You arrest
this person, the next day you see gthousand people marching through the gates for this
one particular person”. And | can t&ll y6d n@w, ever now in Soweto you can go and do
an illegal connection and the policemen will just go past and just leave you alone. You
can be by yourself with the box or you can be with people and they will just leave you
alone. But now the retraction is not coming from the state, it's from the community itself
because the people were stealing cables. So now when you go and you reconnect for
someone, that's when you're scared, you'll be scared of the community and not the
police because the police can just come there and just look at you and just leave you
alone. And not saying so much about police, only that you know, they are corrupt, they
can catch you doing something wrong and they will say to you, “Give us something for
cold drink” And if you do have something they will just leave you. But since we've been
doing this, we've never had serious cases, like people being arrested for these cases.
The only person that's doing that now is one guy from White City and he had cases not

because of illegal connections but because he was fighting the guards and they take the

16



case as assault...but now | don’t want to lie to you, you can do an illegal connection and
the police when they come they will just look at you and go past. They won'’t even do
anything, you know.

Interviewer: And how would you describe on the political ... ideological side of things as
opposed to the practical response of the state and as an SECC activist throughout these
years, have you seen or noticed a shift in the political train and ideological terrain as a
result of the struggles of organisations such as SCCC and larger ones like the APF?
Molefe: Yes. You know movements like SECC, they are having an impact and the very
sad part is that even the state they won't say, ‘we’re making this change because a
certain organisation marched to us’. They won't say those things, you know.
Government now it's changing its policies all the time. There was DR, there was Igoli,
you know all those facelifts but let's come to reality, they have changed the names, yes
we know as we see that it's the same wine, jusia different bottle. But we should look at
what made then go to that troulle 8f€hanging the*natnes, changing whatever maybe.
It's because of local struggles'tiiat are intensifying in cogaunities and organisations like
the APF making that impaet becausefue as organisations like the APF and SECC,
sometimes our fight is not"an immediate fight#=andt's a fight that we do have a vision, it's
a visionary fight and the geod thingis.thaithrough being in [@alitics, certain things have
changed. And | can only see that change that's'there becausg of the movements that
are there. And I'm telling you if there were no mavements like that, that change will
never have happened. Check nowgwith the issue of...like the SECC remains an
organisation fighting before for thesfssies ofsthe edi.offs but they have done it now, they
have introduced these new policies of government now, Operation Masiza, they want to
eradicate poverty now but if you don’t have money, if you don’t have this, if you don’t
have this you'll be exempted from paying these things. So for me | think those things are
there because organisations like the SECC raised them, we fought for those things but
the sad part is that government, our government is very clever because they've given
this hand and they take the foot on the other hand. They are very clever, but | think
everything that's there because of organisations like the APF and the SECC and making
sure that people get what they want, what they voted for. And you know government is
very intelligent that's why there’s this give and take but | believe we’ve raised awareness
and certain issues are decisions are pushed by us in the government who are making

these things.
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Interviewer: And how important do you think it was to have the kinds of local community
struggles around these issues become much more than local issues? In other words,
become not just national but in many cases international. One can think of water
struggles, one can think of a range of different things. And the networks and the
connections that were able to be forged as a result with people outside and other
countries. How important? Did it have an impact?

Molefe: Yes, | think it's important and it also strengthens and also tells certain
individuals as comrades that whatever you fight as individuals its not only happening
here but its also happening elsewhere as well. But the most important part is that one of
seeing if it's not happening here and only here so it's happening in other places. Now
you have to identify, who's making this thing to happen and start a discussion from there
that, you know, we in South Africa, the problem is this company and the policy of
privatisation, the company of such an individual_has bought this, it is the problem since
the government introduced thisg,« "Se’for us it's IMpartant because you start to engage
with those kind of countries and'share information of howthey dealt with their issues,
how they are dealing with4h&m and also with usiit's also thgggsame thing of us giving
them our experiences and™ow we deal with4ssyes;you know. And for me it's important
in a way that the struggle that was lecalgit's no longer local 0w it’s international
because whenever they are doing samethingthat side they Wwjll include you. And with us
when we do something that side we will includethem and we know that when people
create they get to know that, “Okay=~which means this issues is not only happening in
Soweto, they are happening elsewhege® So« thipkyfor me it's quite important that we
engage with international communities and for me | also think that, it's just that there is
an issue of finance through the organisation but I also think that whatever space that we
get we should also utilise because if we want to strengthen our struggle, if we want to be
powerful...So you won't be powerful if you're just fighting locally so whatever space that
we get that, come and participate, make a submission as an organisation, you must
utilise those spaces because it's quite important in terms of support and us moving
forward as an organisations.

Interviewer: Okay. Now the SECC went through in the previous years a split itself and
there has been a range of different challenges, problems, not simply the SECC only but
the APF and other affiliates. How would you as someone who's been involved for all this
time both as SECC and APF, what would you identify as the key reasons for these kinds

of problems and challenges that still exist very much in the present as well?
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Molefe: | think it's easy because | know, I'm this kind of person when | do something
right | just take time to think of it and you ask yourself why do we have so many
churches? We pray for one God, but there is so many churches. It's because we all want
to be priests. It's the same in politics; we all want to be leaders. You know, people don't
accept and give a chance to a particular leadership you know. We sometimes want to
differ and think that the only way to solve a problem is for us to go out. As much as | may
be against the ANC but | salute Zuma and the way he campaigned to be a president, he
never left the movement. He believed that we built this movement with the same vision
as all comrades here, so | won't go and open something that’s so different only with a
name but doing the same thing. For me to have leadership is for me maybe to say that
we campaign, let me stay in the movement and show people that such and such a thing
are not happening the way they should be and moving forward let’s identify problems
and solve them and moving forward, you knowe] think for me that's an issue because it
is the same even here in politicg,/e¥get your S, yoUget your SMI, you get all those
different names but come to the'table you're all fighting the.same thing, you know but the
guestion is those who aresifi leadership,it's eitherthey wantse be changed, it's either
they always think they areT%whatevefthey thiakidt's‘greater than everyone. | think for me
with the SECC that was the' problemzyeuknow. And leaders tiat say, “I've started this, |
know better than everyone” | think fogme that's'not the struggle, what's important is to
share information and you kngw build each other because we came together, fighting for
the same thing. So | think that's oneything that pushed the SECC to a split, you know.
People couldn’t take it that you know there aie |@agers that have been there forever and
the leaders didn't want to be questioned, which isn't the right thing you know. You can't
say because you're the leader not to be questioned by the constituency. This isn't the
old days where we would have kings who will tell us what to do and we just... But as |
say, its better sometimes when you want to fix a movement, just be within, it's your
movement, you started it because you intended to be there with you going outside and
starting something, it's going to split again. For me it’s like that, once you started
splitting, you going to split again and again because you avoid resolving very important
issues of what is really the problem here, those are, for me that's a really important
issue. A splitis not a solution in politics because you're making our struggle weak.
Where it should be powerful you’re making our struggle.... It's good if we can have in
fights sometimes but a case when we go out there you go together as a front, win

together but when you think that for us to solve the problem is to split, for me it's a
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problem because you're making our struggle weaken, where it should be stronger it will
be weak and when you have enemies they will be happy seeing things happening. And
it's always easy for an enemy to infiltrate where there are splits because you identify
problems of splits and that's how he’s going to demoralise the organisation. Whenever it
goes, we see that okay; there was a split because of this and that. Whenever you're
going that's going to happen ...

Interviewer: Just the last couple of questions. What would you identify - outside of what
you just mentioned in terms of issues relating to leadership and egos in some cases
those kinds of things in keeping some degree of unity - what would you identify as the
main weaknesses or problems that presently exist, not simply just within the SECC
although you can talk about those, but also just more generally within an organisation
like the APF which tends to have those because there’s been clearly a weak link and
from your experience and perspective, what are, the main things there?

Molefe: | think ...speaking | thigkga*eomrade Dale-Wfe,was saying to me, ‘It's a
question of leadership and yotiileadership skills’. But thgiguestion is, how much
leadership skills do you wafif? And weigrew upifia way thatsyou learn from those who
know more in informal eddtation. And being &cemrade that’s:one thing that should tell
yourself that in informal e@dcation that'ssthie most important G2 because you go to a
meeting, you hear this guy speak of this, youae-home and 89 research. So for me
people are identifying enemies within @ movement, their own movement they identify
enemies which is a problem for meg<gecause you can't lave an enemy in your side, you
can't. If you have an issue, let's debatesthelissue-and let's come to a consensus. The
word comrade means my friend in struggle so if we forget the meaning of those
important words, we’'ve seriously lost whatever that we're fighting for because our
struggle is privatisation. You're my friend, our struggle is privatisation. | can have a
comrade at the SECC our struggle will be the issue of electricity. But that means that
let's not bring personal issues in organisations. Yes, we're people, we have personal
lives we have personal issues, let's not use the most important spaces like our meetings
and waste time discussing personal politics, for me that’'s the number one problem
because once we start discussing personal problems, you start this meeting with a
personal problem, from the next meeting that's going to come, someone has got to read
the minutes, when you read the minutes that very issue that rose is going to reflect on
them and it's going to start a debate, you know. So for me it's always been a problem.

That's why in organisations we say, have a constitution, have a policy, that's how we
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should debate as comrades, “Comrade but the policy says this...comrade but the
constitution says this...” because we drew these things together saying these are going
to be our guidelines. But if we fail to follow the guidelines that were set by ourselves we
definitely failing and we not going to go anywhere and if we are still going to identify
each other as enemies we're not going to go anywhere. And sometimes the problem is
that we tend to elect people who don’t have knowledge in particular things, which is not
wrong. But if you don't have experience, ask. It's not difficult to ask for help, ask for help
with this. It's the same thing if you could take a taxi here to Soweto and you want to
come to my house, and you're thinking that you can come to my house by yourself, but if
you ask you will find the house, “Do you know Thabo?” “Yes, | know him.” But if you say,
“I know, I'll just go” you won't find the house. So | think for me that's the most important
part and you know, | don’'t want to lie to you comrade | don’t want to have an enemy in
an organisation like our organisation becawuse if.] do have an enemy that means that |
don’t want to go forward, | don’ewan¥to see this mevement growing big but the problem
also is that these personal egos'within the leaders. You gain't say we give you a position
where you were elected byids and yalpwant tojeentrol us ngiaccording to the policy that
was set by us. You set yofifiown poliey persenaliythen that'ssvrong. And that's wrong
leadership, it's good if yolre a leaderandyyou say to me, “cOmirade, according to the
constitution of the organisation, this and that'cannot happertthis way it must happen this
way”. Yes, it's good, we do have a congtitution, Qur constitution says that if | want so
much money and our policy says Igstiould give you thisimuch. Take me back to the
policy comrade, but our policy says this-and<that.=Then if we're failing to use the policy
and constitution as our guidelines as a movement then wherever we're going, we're not
seeing where we're going and if people are going to be elected into positions and
identify the enemies once they are in those positions, also for me that's a problem
because when you're a leader you say, “This is my leadership, when | go out of here |
want people to talk of my leadership. Not because | tried to prove that whoever was
wrong | can be better”. It's not about someone being better here and all that, it's all about
running the organisation the way it should run. There’s no Messiah in the struggle, | think
that's one thing that is also important to me. For example like comrade Trevor, you can't
say | started the SECC so | can control what happens and whatever. That's not politics
and if you doing that for instance as a comrade then the very thing that we say the ANC
is doing, you're doing the same thing, taking decisions on behalf of people but you said

we're fighting the ANC because they make decisions on behalf of people but you're
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doing the same thing so it doesn’t help. So for me | think that's been a problem in our
movement that people get into election, whenever they get into leadership they already
do have enemies and its sad because even if you do ask a person, why do you hate
me?

Interviewer; Just the last question ... we're about to come to the end. What would you
identify as the main challenges ahead? You might have already mentioned several of
them but if you look at the present situation as you described it, some of the challenges,
problems, the successes you've achieved and the general politics at the time. First of all
is there a continuing role for organisations like the SECC and APF? And if so what might
that role be?

Molefe: The role can still be there but | think will start now to have the mentality of
NGOs e.g. like Khanya College where we would have a staff that's being paid. The
problems now will be our projects, they will no jonger be things that we want to fight for
and make sure that communitiesshave but they wilthesgrojects where you get funded
and you just look into it and youjust forget about it. And ihe issue why | say that it's
...it's sad that you go to a«fifeting andyou spend 3-4 hourgin a meeting and you never
hear anyone talking aboutSsomething’that's happening in the.Community. It's all about
who took our money? Wherdid this,amherdid that? And the very'sad part is that now
people are starting to open their eyes, and say-that our pres&gt government is not
delivering, we want homes that we can/go to, pelitical homesS we can go to and when
they come to such a movement we=are discussing personal issues. There was this guy,
he was one of the researchers, he'Came heke toldd.a research for college and all that,
he was sad that he spent almost 6 months in South Africa but he never experienced any
politics. He was saying that, “You know what | read on the Internet about APF and the
coalition was so fun, | said to myself | want to be part of these guys. But it's sad that
when I'm here | didn't see anything, each and every meeting that | attended was
personal attacks, personal issues”. And that's why | say moving forward | see
us...people are going to start NGOs and organisations and affiliates will move away from
the APF side, they are going to say we're now going to look for funding as organisations
alone, going to look for funding as what what alone. Because currently of what’s
happening, of the issues that are happening. And that's why I'm saying sometimes it's
the issue of what kind of leadership do you have, which is a problem. | was reading a
clip of the report that partly was written by somebody and it's sad that in the report, time

and time again its Vaal, which is sad. Is it because he came from Vaal and the report -
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this is an organisational report? If I'm a funder and you want to tell me about this one
particular affiliate, | can cut your money and say that, “I thought you were working with
all these guys but if you working with these two then I'm giving you too much money.”
And it clearly shows that the leadership, the campaigns should be the campaign of the
organisation as it is, it's not the campaigns of certain affiliates and all that. So that's why
I'm saying, if we go on like this, APF as an organisation because come here for solutions
and we don't give them solutions, we easily go down and dissolve and after dissolving
people now will start looking for funding separately from their own affiliates saying that, “I
do want something, | do want something “ And with APF, looking at it very closely, if we
don’t change the current leadership that we have and if we don't change the current
issues that we have, and if we don’t say to them, “This is our policy guys, work with this
policy” If we don’t do those things for me that's where | see it going and it's sad that even
if it can go to that extent that it dissolves,it’s sad that it's only few affiliates that are there
that can manage to ask for fundingy¥he rest are net{geing to be able to do that. So it's
slowly going there. And to me‘l@oking at the SECC, SECZ.ou know, if there is one thing
that is allowing SECC to be.there all the time, it'Sithose simgie meetings that they do
have. Here at APF people When we say, “Give usyou reporiitom an affiliate, it's
personal, whoever did this#\Ve shaaidhave a way of saying I3 people now let it be
about politics, | don’t know if we showld starta‘eommittee whith should deal with
personal issues or what but as long asive waste time discussing personal issues here in
the APF, people now will start stealiqg things from the affice thinking that this movement
is dying - let me take a computer So thatwhen it'@issolves | do have something at home.
People will start stealing something so that people will say...people will start paying
themselves so that whenever the movement dies at least | have something at home.
Now I've always said to people, “Now if you know that you work as a comrade, and your
work will speak for you, you don't have to be scared of a leader that's been put there by
you”. Because now there is this thing of saying, maybe the new leadership...it was sad
on Saturday | think, when | was here and | was speaking to one of the comrades and
she cried. It's sad that if people are crying like this, it's no longer a vision for them to be
here. I've spoken to a number of comrades and all of them are saying, “You know what,
I've had enough, | can’t take this anymore!” But it's only then after I've talked with them
that, “You know this is your movement, if you don’t claim back your movement then you
want it to die, you want to see it die. We don'’t want to see it die, we want to see it alive”.

So that to me is a problem, you just have to identify the problems and deal with the
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issues. That's what | said to most of the comrades that, “You see the problem deal with
the issues and you see that we move forward. We can't let people come here and kill our
organisation. And as I've said that as long as, | think that’s one thing that should be
important, as long as we don’t push the leadership to work, to follow the code of conduct
and the constitution, our movement is going to go down because now people are doing
things and not following the code of conduct and the constitution. They are just doing
things because, I'm the leader now and it's sad.

Interviewer: Okay.
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