The Anti-Privatization Forum Calls Upon Communitiesto Support the Striking
Workersat Shoprite Checkers

Asin therecent monthsthe Anti-Privatization Forum (Gauteng), a Gauteng
community-based organisation, has being calling upon all communitiesto support
the striking wor kers at Shoprite/Checkers. APF has demonstrated support to the
striking wor ker s by picketing with them and joining their actionsin solidarity with
the exploited wor kerswho happen to be member s of our communities.

The majority of the workers at Shoprite/Checkeesvaomen who are coming from our
townships and taking care of working class famiéiad children. These women work
under dreadful working conditions and are paidvstizZon wages by the
Shoprite/Checkers bosses.

The Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers’ Un{@accawu) demands the greater of
a wage increase of R300 or 10 percent, as wethpsoved working conditions. Shoprite
is offering R265. In a context where retail chigedtors are earning 223 times more tan
workers, Shoprite’s refusal to acge@e to the ldemsand/orkers is a clear demonstration
of arrogance. As a way of ingfeasing its profdspplite is one of the retail stores that
continue to employ a big nu@ber of casual labour.

The two months long strike needs [@%pe strengtiggawihe union, the striking workers
and communities. All of«us must ehsure tha52 Wotkerseat Shoprite are on strikes.
This would hit hard on the profitssef besses.

Communities have important rolesdta play-imensutingf the' workers’ demands are met.
Our strongest weapon is taghoycottiShoprite/Checkerother words, we are appealing
to the communities not to buy frgm Shoprite ‘andetated store. A successful boycott of
Shoprite will reduce the profitseof thggbassesswill then compel the bosses to meet
the demands of workers.

As an organisation that is struggling againstaihfs of social and economic injustice,
we strongly argue that the struggle of Shopritekes is also ours. These workers are
coming from our communities. They are not earningugih money. They spend their
wages on paying for exorbitant schools fees antt Isasvices such as water and
electricity. Our struggles for access to basicisesvis also part of struggle against the
bosses at Shoprite who refuse to grant a wageasen® workers who are coming from
our working class township. Our one struggle itraggle against the capitalist system
which continues to oppress the workers, the workiags communities and women.

We are calling upon all communities to join thesohg of the Eloff Street Shoprite
Checkers outlet on Friday at 12H00 in support ajiBhe/Checkers workers. We can
start by ensuring a successful boycott of Shopritbe townships like the one in Soweto
Dube that was successfully closed by workers anthwanity members. The boycott has
to spread to all the towns and cities in the cquntr

A united working class shall never be defeated!



Boycott Shoprite!
For more information contact the APF: 011 339 42 $Silumko 072 173 7268



