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APF PLATFORM ON NATIONAL ELECTIONS

Where is the power to solve your needs?

As the national elections come closer millions ofkers and youth will ask themselves what they
should do, and how if at all they should vote. Yae told that your vote will make a difference and
that the future of the country lies with the wayiymte.-You are asked to believe that for a few
seconds every five years you have thelpower taldetig fture. This, after adding the smiles of the
politicians, theipromises and liesiS\part of what is called.democra®o you feel this power? Do
you feel powerful? Did it solve your needs and prdems ovef-the last ten years?

From 1994 you were promiseesjobs but [o8amillion ofus.aie unemployedand if you resign from
your work you wont get your-JIF. You were promjdeilises but we face evictions and rightsizing
the sale of houses to pay mugicipal arrears.anitetiapbanks, greegy landlords and forced removals
You were promiseffee basic(servicesbut/millions ei'us face eleetity and water cut offs and

the spread of pre-paid metersYou wergsgromiscice educationbut the youth arpunished for

not paying their fees and locked out for bging tooleld. Yapéd for adecent jobunder the ANC
employer in the public sector but you fagetiatisation and subcontracting, retrenchmentand a
struggle even to defend your declining wages wihiggemployer in government got fatter and fatter
pay cheques.

The biggest election lie comes when the ANC sagsiths a people’s government, serving the people
first, when it actually serves the capitalists émelr greed for profits first. Today after ten yeaf

ANC rule it is clear that the ANGovernment has stolen our hope and used the voteswoorkers

and youth to provide strength and profits for the lbsses under their capitalist systenThat is

why they continugrivatisation. That is why capitalists pay billioness taxevery year whilst the
working class faces the higher price of cost reppvEhat is why education, health, and other social
spending is only the same today, in real termg,waas in 1995 and hundreds of thousands die &f aid
as R60 billion gets spent on arms to protect chgtifarofits. Today the capitalist class has a bigger
share of profits then it has ever had since 1981this is how the ANC that millions of workers

and youth un-banned and placed their hope in has &yed you.

We need to remind ourselves as workers and youdtyetere that it was this united mass struggle of
millions of workers and youth that won us the viot#ay. This was the power that ensured the
“delivery” of the vote. But look at what this boewjs (capitalist) democracy is. It is the “freedom”
vote every 5 years without the power to control lgmvernment serves the profits of a minority of
capitalists. It is the “freedom” to go and live evk you like BUT only if you are rich and have
enough money to pay for a house and transpog tita “freedom” to be treated equally by the law
and the police, AS LONG as you can afford a lavayed are rich enough to pay your bail when they
chose to allow this. It is the “freedom” to speait and be published as long as you can pay for the



materials and distribution and the capitalist mesliailling to let your voice be heart.is the
“freedom” to vote as long as you don't bring alongyour united mass struggle to the elections
through strikes, marches and mass unity that won uthe vote in the first place

So you can see bourgeois democracy is about bigegkinup into weak and divided individuals
separated from your mass strength, organisatioryamdweapons of struggle, all the better for the
capitalists to expand their profits.

The APF will take up issues facing workers and ybut

The APF brings together community organisationgkens and activist groups. We emerged three
years ago in the struggle against privatisatiore ARF stands for free water and electricity. We say
housing, water, electricity; jobs at a living wagyed education are a right and not a privilege aead w
organise, campaign and mobilise around these s&sig@/here we can we build unity and solidarity
with workers in struggle as we’ve done with munaipvorkers on wages, with COSATU on
privatisation, with Shoprite Checkers against chsation and with the SATAWU airport strikeh/e
organise as the APF because the traditional orgaraions of the working class have failed to
defend against the attacks communities and workeiface

The APF will use the national election procesmtensify our strugglesaround electricity, water,
housing and education and through these and othieitias toconsolidate our links with other

social movements We think the most impariant partrof electionads the vote, but connecting
around the problems and issues thaiyeuface asapyavgrkers and youth, discussing these and
agreeing on the strongest possiblewray to solva thefore tigtelections, on the day of the elections
and after the elections We think the strongest possible way#s throogtss struggleon the ground.
We have our own demands afitr campaigns that Wetwahtre and encourage you to build. We have
our own opinions on what wéthink you shotild ddtuziday-ef the-elections. We will share these
with you. But most of all we want to use the precafund the el€Giions to hear your view and your
answers, so that together we=6rganisesandgbuilditbagest possible road forward for the working
class around our needs. We'¢annot ‘de_this hon@sthyout also eXposing theapitalist agenda of

the ANC and confronting the limits of hewrgeois-aamcracy anehits “freedoms.”

We will not be standing candidates in_the electiahg alternative to the greed of the capitalists
and the ANC government that servesiifem lies in«4glblding fighting organisations on the
ground able to defend and advance the.interasts aforkers and youth. There has never been a
sustained future in partnership with capitalistd ander capitalism except a future of mass
unemployment and poverty. We will only begin tasfgtour needs through building working class
power against capitalisridVe build for a future alternative of socialism whee people are put
before profits, social justice before exploitation and econongjoadity before class privilege and
greed. This is a long struggle, but there is naaghdoin us and strengthen this struggle.

JOIN THE APF AND ITS AFFILIATES AT PUBLIC MEETINGS AND
THROUGH OTHER MASS BASED STRUGGLE ON THE GROUND

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGNS AND STRUGGLES

BUILD THE VOICE OF THE RANK AND FILE AND POOR
COMMUNITIES

JOIN US IN BUILDING AN ALTERNATIVE TO TEN YEARS OF ANC
RULE



The APF has said that it is not in principle agagtanding in bourgeois elections but it will nat b
now. This means a time can come where we organsenabilise votes for our candidates.

The APF calls on people:

NOT TO VOTE FOR THE ANC

NOT TO VOTE FOR OTHER BOURGEOIS POLITICAL PARTIES

BUT IT IS UP TO INDIVIDUAL APF AFFILIATES TO DECIDE ~ WHAT
THEY DO ON THE DAY OF THE ELECTIONS

Whatever affiliates decide, they should use thetiele process to organise, fight and protest around
our needs. Use the election process to call theesas build an alternative to ten years of AN@.rul
We do this knowing that elections are one tactigfotest but that our strongest and most powerful
weapons lie in building our organisation whereverare, uniting and building mass action in struggle
for our needs.

DON'T LET CAPITALIST POLITICS STEAL YOUR HOPE

We think it ispossible to build a different future but we will oy do this through building our
struggles on the ground and building a force powetfl enough to ensure this future We need to
remind ourselves of the power we built against tegd capitalism. We need to look at the growing
international struggles. We need tp gabuild OURfidemeg and OUR organisation and OUR hope in
our own strength. Imagine receiviis the servicasyeed witheut an electricity or water cut-off
because you have no money in your pocket. Thisssiple. Imagine a massive mobilisation against
the capitalists and the rich to.gtcess the \wetdthrsfrom workers.so as to build decent houses and
create jobs. This is possible.}magine buildifig anghing'sendolSavhose purpose was educating and
empowering youth without loeking gates, throwing'tihe old, derfanding payment and scorning the
eyes of the hungry. This is pessible. Imagine usiate resourcesto strengthen the power of siyikin
workers and mobilised commtmities‘rather than Eiitecthem to grotect the private property of the
rich with courts and police. This is posgihie/ Tmsegecent jobs serving the needs of the commasnitie
and not a future of volunteerismgcasualisatiobcsniracting and privatisation that serve to entiigh
capitalist minority.This is a future that is possible, but it is a futve that only the united power of

the working class can deliver.

Ask yourself what you need and what problems yae.fahen also ask what is the strongest and best
way to win these and what obstacles stand in the wa

The first problem comes from the needs of the capatists and their greed for profits. It is they

who create mass poverty and unemployment as tHgyaod always act and employ to make a profit
and not for the needs of the working class. lagi@lists that demand privatisation and lower saxe
and lower prices for water and electricity so thaty make more profit whilst workers face cut-offs,
higher prices, lower wages and mass unemploymieistcapitalists who control all the things we need
to produce our need because they own the meansdaidgiion, including land. But capitalists cannot
survive for one day without a government and astachinery to protect them.

Then you will see that th@econd problem comes when organisations that we Ittuand placed

trust and hope in, serve the needs of capitalistsd not the workers and the poor Millions
overwhelmingly voted for the ANC from 1994. But thBIC has become a government of the
capitalists, a government of cut-offs, evictionsyatisation and mass unemployment. These are the
policies of the capitalists. The ANC governmentesrcapital. This does not mean it does not deliver
some things — even capitalists are getting woratsalit massive inequality and how this could
threaten their profits. It does mean that it orgliviers after the needs of bosses for services and
support are satisfied. It does mean that it onliveles to the working class if this also serves the
interests of the capitalist class. Imagine a st@ealways put the needs of the working class firs



Many working class people still feel loyal and supmt the ANC even as they know how their
trust was betrayed and that it will never meet thai needs It will not be an easy thing for many to
throw away the movement that first gave them pditind hope, a movement that they un-banned
through their struggle. For many giving up supporthe ANC is giving up hope. Bsupporting the
ANC will not solve your problems; it will only make them worse

The seeds of the alternative lie in the strikesstnagles that workers build against their bossek
the resistance and campaigns that residents icotienunity build.Together we CAN BUILD AN
ALTERNATIVE based on organisation struggling for your needs, standing on your power and
guided by your collective voice

There isno longer space inside the ANC to shape its polisi@nd political action. There is no
independent ANC outside of parliamentNo, the Tripartite Alliance does not change thag-to-day
reality. Look how the SACP leadership acts forANC as ministers and other government officials
to implement cut-backs and cost recovery in muaidips, privatisation everywhere, splitting public
sector trade unions so as to retrench and pay laages, politically directing police protection of
private property and attacks on community struggles protecting the government from the anger of
workers. Look how COSATU leaders organise for arCANctory in the election but refuse to build
sustained struggle on the ground against the Batain and cut-offs that the ANC government
implements for the bosses. COSATU leaders kngwgbaerty and high unemployment exist in every
township, yet fail to organise real wotking-classvgniGteonfront this, making sure that the consern
and anger amongst workers is cofAtfolted and natldped, &)ing the hands of workers behind their
backs.

The ANC in government orgafises and'Manages theydiglist state for the bosses. And now they
do this not only for the capitélists outside the AR pirtalso for (dose capitalists that have taken
over the top ranks in the ANE€iiself.

THE APF CALLS ON WORKERSAND YOUTH;

NO VOTES FOR A GOVERNMENT THAT SERVES THE BOSSES
AGAINST THE NEEDS OF WORKERS
NO VOTE FOR THE ANC UNDER ANYCCIRCUMSTANCES

A vote for the ANC is a vote for privatisation, schfees and lockouts, evictions, pre-paid water an
electricity meters and cut-offs, poverty wages easualisation. A vote for the ANC is a vote to
deliver higher profits to the bosses on the badjrefiter attacks on the working class, a vote fatem
corruption and enrichment of a tiny minority whdysmile during election time.

There are other parliamentary political parties tdwlaborate with capitalists, but they cannotlu®
job of the ANC and deliver workers to the bosskesyfust do not have enough support inside the
working classThe needs of workers and youth will not be solvedtough voting for any of the
current parliamentary parties all of whom have adopted aspects of the capitpditical
programme. Our alternative does not lie in suppgréiny political party that supports capitalistd an
the exploitation of workers. Our alternative liasbuilding the power to deal with capitalism thrbug
our mass strength and struggles on the ground.

NO VOTES FOR PARTIES THAT SUPPORT CAPITALIST
POLITICS

NO VOTES FOR ANY OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN
PARLIAMENT



CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE DESPITE THE ANC'S
BETRAYAL

There are others amongst the working class angaihin that understand the betrayal of the ANC and
of other organisations they might have built hope &ust in.You do not think the answer will

come from voting. You do not think the answer wilicome from voting for the ANC. But you

ALSO do not believe in a collective working classotution and struggle You say all politicians are
there to fill their pockets and withdraw from calli’e and organised struggle. Instead you look to
your ownindividual progress.

TO YOU WHO THINK AND ACT LIKE THIS WE SAY:

You will not show your sense of betrayal, your lo§fiope and your anger by withdrawing and
holding your burning problems to yourself. You witht solve and answer your problems individually
without organising to share these problems collettiand building the strongest possible collective
power to do this. Withdrawing from struggle onlyestgthens the hands of those who attack and
betray you and assists their project of enrichirenselves and the capitalists they serve.

NO, WE ARE NOT HOLDING OUT THE PROMISE THAT YOUR VIE
WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE. BUT WE ARE SAYING:

¢ Unite and join with us in struggle to build a solution for your probleorsthe ground vote
with your feet through mass actionapeécampagning,;

» Speak outat the public and mas€ wreetings as we apen folwimgild an alternative to ten years
of ANC rule

« Join our mass actionsaround electrigity, wateg, housing and educatioinam one day, but on
every day as activists andvank andfile that cgamise andeblild hope and confidence

« Helpbuild the alternativet@ bourgeais demoeracyeollectivEly we can discuss, agree and act to
solve our problems undegour control and leadership

» Realpower does not lie with the yote nor imgineividualprogress it lies through the united
action of workers and youth aroundytheir needszainst all tfe obstacles that stand in the way.

Most of all without this, without your active inwament in struggle a serious disease spreads amongs
ourselves that says: there is no answewto thetinpiof the Way we live every single day. Only the

rich get richer. There can be no coll@etivg ansiely lthe disease of capitalist competition of dog

eats dog. You become part of the problent

APF DEMANDS AND STRUGGLES AROUND THE ELECTION
PROCESS

For the youth and the working class there are npaolglems and many attacks. The APF organises
around some of these. We call on you: participatée election process by sharing your
understanding of why and what causes your prob&msogether planning and building struggle to
win our needs based on our strength and our orgiiarison the ground. We call on youjein the

APF and its affiliates.

WORKERS, YOUTH AND COMMUNITIES

e Share your problems and answers so that togethbuileethe strongest possible way forward on
the ground in mass struggle.

e Join us in exposing ten years of ANC rule

« Join us in exposing the limits of bourgeois demogra



UNITE AND STRENGTHEN OUR STRUGGLES AROUND WATER,
ELECTRICITY, HOUSING AND EDUCATION:

END PRIVATISATION AND CORPORATISATION

a Free quality basic services provided to meet naadsnot for profit

o Workers who provide the services should receiveiag wage, permanent and secure jobs

o All services are starved of national funding frdm government, government should finance
them and the rich should pay.

ELECTRICITY

a End pre-paid meters and all cut-offs

a Community (resident) control over electricity prsiain and distribution

o Street lights for all areas

0 A halt to arresting people who reconnect their @vtheir community’s electricity

WATER
0 End pre-paid meters and all cut-offs
a Community (resident) control of water provision afstribution
o Free water for domestic consumption, public schaisics and hospitals
a Free sanitation services for all
a Water taps and flush toilets i allMiouses
o Free and maintained publicotlets in all commesitand workplaces

EDUCATION

o Free quality education frem childhood to aduithood

0 An education system empoweringJdeaiiers to fremsletves from all forms of capitalist
oppression

0 No exclusions based on age, race/oifinance

a All learners must have free gransporty library &sceniforms; nutritious food and basic health
check-ups

o An end to sexual harassment gfighale learngraaade and secure environment

a No exclusion for documented ortindecumentediefzigee

HOUSING

An end to the privatisation of housing

Prioritise the public provision of housing with comnity control over housing projects
No evictions

Adequate and free housing for all

Rent control that forces affordable access to teateommodation

No profits in housing

AGAINST MORE DEATHS FROM AIDS

o Free provision of drugs and care for those with AINDS

[ I Iy Sy gy

USE THE CAMPAIGNS AND STRUGGLES TO BUILD SOLIDARITY
BETWEEN US, WITH OTHER COMMUNITY STRUGGLES, WITH A
STRIKE AND BETWEEN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

DEFEND, EXPAND AND USE OUR RIGHTS TO ORGANISE,
MOBILISE AND ACT COLLECTIVELY



o Change the election act to allow united mass aet#otihe foundation of working class strength
a Demand free access to public venues for meetingsadines
o Demand the right to protest without banning ordertgrdicts and jail

ALL OUR MAJOR PROBLEMS COME FROM CAPITALISM
BUILD AND ORGANISE THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITALISM
BUILD THE STRUGGLE FOR SOCIALISM



