Why Cape

BUILBING, being the
major economic activity
that it is relative to other
segnents, is also the one
area where major energy
savings can be achieved.
The industry has been
aware of this forsome time
—note the promotional ef-
forts going into ‘green
building’ campaigns of
late, although many
skeptics also dub many of
these efforts
greenwashing.

This is so because many
suppliers to the building
industry, using huge ad-
vertising and other pro-
motional campaigns,
greenwash products that
often hold relatively lLittle
or no energy savings po-
tential, compared to some
other alternatives.

From adesign and build

point of view energy sav-
ings do not mean only
making provision for so-
lar water heating and so
on, but in fact runs much
deeper. Even - and espe-
cially — the bricks one
chooses can have a signifi-
cant impact on the energy
used in a development.
®ne Cape Town manu-
facturer, Cape Brick, situ-
ated in Salt Rivcr, seems
to have compelling argu-
ments for its bustness
model: it uses almost ex-
clusively recycled aggre-

gates in Its production of

masonty bricks, blocks as
well as decking and retain-
ing wall blocks.

Cape Brick’s dirzctor
Jacques Tresfon says there
are two aspecis te energy
saving when It comes to
masonry products. The

tirst is to Em product
with the lo&hmbodmd
energy (th ergy re-
quired to s e the raw
materials, anactme the
product an®®ansport it
to site), an second i
to use only Products tha
are energy efficient, that s,
that have good thermal
resistance and insuiation
properties.

In conjunction with
Ross Bemolitions, Cape
Brick was one of the fir
masonty manufacrurass t
set up acrushing taciiity to
reduce consriuctior: and
demolition waste. consisi-
ing of mainly reinforced
concrete to recvcled
crushed aggreg:te which s
then used as the main in-
gredient In all the cempa-
ny's products. “In tact. our
products contain on aver-
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ginim-

nergy

stone quarries ar
15Skmand 50 &
and require a lag
port componen,

The qugl the
recycied crush ggre-
gate is actuc uperior
(better shapedm> that of
the quarried materials
available at a similar price.
This @ans a superior
quality end product is pro-
duced.

Cape Brick’s own waste
products are processed
into recycled aggregate
and therefore do not have
to be disposed of.

“Because of cur ability
to recycle even our own
waste, Cape Brick aims for

marerials such as sand and

stone have 10 be quarried,
thereby directly lessening
the nyning impa<t on the
cnvironment.

*  Cape Brick is only

a 2e1o0 pereent reject rate,
thus ensuring thatonly the
very best quality producs
reach the customer. The
end result is a truly green
building material of excep-
tional equality”, Tresfon
says.

Tresfon says his com-
pany’s products, thanks to
the innovative technique,
have less than haif the
embodied energy, com-
pared to other concrete
masonty broducts aid an
astounding one-firth,
compared to clay brick
products.

Building volumes are
down across the board and
this has affected Cape
Brick’s sales too, but the
good news is that there is
agrowing awareness in the

uly green

market —impertantly archi-
tects and othex specifiers
too — about Cape Brick’s
truly green credentials.

“Whereas a year o1 two
ago architects showed lit-
tleinterest, our green mes-
sage is now siarting to get
through — during the past
sixmonthswe have had nu-
merous specifications for
our ‘environmentally
friendly’ products, and we
conductonaverage 1-2fac-
tory tours for profession-
als each week”, Tresfon
says.

I5e points out that the
company is the only brick
manufacturer in South Ai-
rica cutrently approved by
Eec-Specificr {SA) as be-
ing truly environmentally
friendly.

S ki {rom: the centre city
where most demolition

Technology development

CAPE Brick was founded
in 1938 and occupied 1he
site alongside the Salt Riv-
27 nowWer  stanen  n

were originally used to
build fortifications during
the 2nd World War.

Tn 1975 with the immi-

continue its operation at
the site.

Attheend of 1956 the
comoany relocated to the

company's production
capaciry as well as increas-
ing production efficiency.

in 2001 the comvanv

We specualise
-in moulds for the




