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Ok, so can I just start asking questions?
So are you from the FPastern Cape?

No I am from Durban originelly.
And when did vou come out here?
1980.

And what brought you out here?

I came to Rhodes to do a Degree in Journalism, it was the only
English speaking university which does a degree in journalism.

And when you arrived did you find it a different political environ-
ment? Had you been active politically in Durban?

No, I came straight out of school so I hadn't really been...I'd had
contacts with people who were p2liticised, who were politically
active but I hadn't been involved in any organisetltion at all. I
wea 17 when I arrived here.

And did you come from a liberal English speaking S.A. background.
or what kind of background?

Ja, relatively speaking; my family wes I suppose your average

upper middle class kind of PFP type of thinking ideologically. Two
important early influences I suppose, one was the fact that I went
to a sort of..not alternative education instituion for...as a primary

school. A place called Kings which is run by a chp called Carlisle
Mitchell, who was 2 member of the old Liberal Party and it is not

fundamentally alternative in what it teaches but ite style of schooling
is very different. There is very little corporal punishment, very
little ... 2ll masters are addressed by their first names, no uni-

formes etc. That was ' apimportant influence..it was a general libera-
lising kind of thing.

The other was that I had people who I was really..relatives of mine

who I was gquite close to, specifinaﬂy my uncle, at that stage was
very close to people like Ric Turner etc. in Durban at the time.

And g0 I had from fairly exrly on some sort of contact with, I
suppose Jternative understanding in terms of ideas.
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What did Rick Turner represent te you?

Well, Rick Turner...l didn't know him very well, I met him on a
couple of oceassions; 1 was in Durban at the time of his death,
when he was killed by..or assessinated. Sc as an individuel I den't
think he had any great influence but it was more a contact with that
kind of thing which was important I supposes,

My wunele who I wes guite close to, Uncle Tony Morfat, is his name,
he wrote ' Introduction to ...he worked on the Raven Edition of

The Eye of the Neelue which is Rick Turners book; he wrote the
biographical introduction to that. He was really influeitieal I sup=-
pose in my early develpment.

What did he do, Tony?

He was @ lecturerin the Englieh Dept., then; He is now at UCT in the
extra murasl stucdies department.

Uhat did the Rigk Turner that influenced you and so on? You are
saying that kind of thing. UWhat is that?

Well I suppuse it was basically some scrt of access toc a liberal left
jieas which was importsnte..which I was, from fairly early on, in a
complex of ceordinates. My. that schooling experience, Tony Morfat
himself and the people and sc on hat used to be at his house and

that kind of thing. Genrally, those, as a complex of things, I think
allowed me access to ideas and so on that I wouldn't have otherwise
had, coming from the kind of background that I did. Something more
than your sverage PFF sort of understanding of the situation.

And when you got to Grahamstown what wes the politlical situation or
what wes it like then?

kgll, there were two..l moved intoc a...onte Rhodes Campus. There
were 2, for wme anyway, fairly important crganisation= on Campuse.

The first was NUSAS and the cther was s group called Fhoenix, which
was really a non raclal student nrganéstinn, but one was really
dominsted by black studen ts, but in @ non racial constitution. It
had very few white students in it, but at that stage I for vailQus
reasons, was fairly attracted to..was more attracted tc Phoenix than

1 was to NUSAS, at that stage.

Fhoenix representing in a fairly ultra leftist, at the end of the day
153
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A a fairly leftist kind of orgenisation. And being dominated by pecple
like, I don't know if you know much about..the background of political
tendencies of S.A. but dominated by people who would have some alle-
gance toc Unity Movement ideas. And so for 8 while I wes inveolved in
Phoenix but by the end of the year I had in fac t due to various
experiences 1 had had in the organisation, I had actually moved out
aof Phoenix and became far more inveolved in RNUSAS and other things,
like DELTA, which was an organisation of campus which wes creinted
of f towards the community end soc on, than being specifically a stu-
dent grpanisation.

JF And your politicel development, I take it you clearly moved further
from the liberal ideas you came to campus with?

A Mo, I think it would be mistaken to ssy, I came to campus with liberal
jdeas. I was influenced by left liberal ideas as a..qhhild I suppose.
But then later on, by the time I was 16 or 17 I had cﬁma increasingly
into contact with students and sc on in Durban and around, who were
very very solidy left wing. And had become increasingly influenced by
their ideas.

I used to go home snd spend time, not sc much st home @s in just stu-
dent houses etc. during my matric year, my last year at school. 5o

1 sctuslly came to university with a fairly solid...with & fairly
perhaps not that well grounded or lc:demicullvguell based byt an
understanding of myself as more of a leftist than as a libersal.

JF And do you feel it has moved since then; VYou have been able to come
into..or see yourself Fitting{nta some kind of opposition pelitics
structure since then?

A Well, it is true to say I have politically matured tremendously sinee
then. 1 came in there with @ lot of broad sert of feelings and sc on
seeing nyaeﬁ*hsﬁea left wing person as distinguished from a liberal.
In terms of sctual political maturity and that kind of thing, there is
8 huge difference.

JF Sp gan you tell me..] want to focus 1f I can, on Grahamstown and also
that I am looking at whites per se (Sure) so what was that experience
for you? UWith the events that happened..Il just wandering if the
tounships and resettlements areas that are around, the general poli-

( tical landscape affected you? Did anything happen over the years
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JF vyou've been here that made you think politically or shocked or moved
you?

A No, I don't think that that...that 1t was that wnd of externsl or some=
thing say, was external to the organisations or the immediate political
millieu in which I moved, which actually influenced me.. I think that
I came here with a certein..understsnding, thet I had resclved certain
things at & base line level, I was commited in certain dﬁrectionn at
that satge, even though in a fairly crude manner I suppose and a fairly
immature manner.

But I dide.ebeinge..moving intoc the organisstions and..it is really the
organisations themselves which from that point on, thelr activities
etec. which are reslly importent, I think ; which for me were really
important in actually maturing me politically. (NUSAS?)
Well, NUSAS was very important; there were alsoc varlous incidents
which not directly organisationally based, but were part and parcel
of thet orgsnisational experience. EG. The trial of GYy Derger and
i Pele, for ANC activities in 1981. Which for me was @ hell of
an important political K experience; not so much in terms of commiting
me more to the what national democratic struggle of 5 A, which at that
stage I was fairly clear on and cummitted to, but more in terms of
aschieving an incredib ly important, um...at the level of strategy and
organisation and the implications, clearly compligations, broadly of
various things. It was a hell of an important experience.

SF 1t is gite vague what you are saying though? I don't now if I under-

stand what you are saying.

A 1t is very difficult whithout goling inlc the whole story about the
triesl itself I suppose. The point is really that (Sorry)

End of tape.
. 8ide B

Roland uhte.

A Ja, put it this way. The point is that during that time in Grahamstown
Guy and so on visited part of the political lesdership at that stage
for, certainly amongst NUSAS circles etc. and point to bear in mind
that NUSAS then was different to what NUSAS today is, at least in
Grahemstown, at Riodes. It was nothing like a developed organisstion
like it is now. Never the less there was a grouping of NUSAS people

_on cempus and Guy himself was very important in that given he had also

2b




Page 5
Interview: R White

A

JF

R

been very involved in Phoenix end that kind of thing.
Now there are @ whole lot of experiences which that trial threw Upe
For eg.pﬁnphid to confront issues like whether they gave evdence to
the state or not, or for the state in the trisl. A lot of us were

subpoenced in the trial to give evidence for the state against Guy
and levin,

Uere you?

1 was suponoead at that stage. MNow in the end 1t never ceme to it
because in fact no one wes actually called to glve stste evidence be-
cause the case wasS....adnissions were wade etc and so charges were
changed slightly end the triel never ram the full course as was planned
initielly. |
But the point is that issues like that, one sctuslly having to confront
the issue end work through it and work ocut in terms of discussions with
other poeple eic. exsctly what your position was or why should one give
edidnece to the state or why should cne give evidence etc. Grappling
with a politicel issue like that. For me certainly, for cther people
who were invived then was a hell of an important experience, and was
really influentiel in terms of developing my understanding, my plitical
understanding etce.
The point I am trying to make is that it wasn't...it wes experiences
like that, on the basis for nme,of certain kind of premises or cer tomn
commi tments which should have slseady been made; experiences like that
which really emerged out of..for organisations...or the immediate
political context within which I was involved. It wes those kind of
experiences which were sctually important for deuelup;ing me politismally.
Rather than a whole lot of external influences like a big shoGk in the
in the touwnship and so on which suddenly woke wme up or something like
that, It was a different Rind ef thing.
For ege in 1980 in Grehamstown there was & lot of shit here in the
townships caused by cops ;| there wes & lot of unrest etc. That was im-
portent in so far as maybe it brought things home a bit more to one
and that kind of thing but I don't think 1t made any fundamental..had
sny fundamentel influence on the mliticel understending I had.
The ocher point is clearly there weren't rerly as many links betueen
my immediate political context, which was NUSAS, or Phoenix, at that
time and the townships as they are todaye.

‘m“Su tell me how those changes came; to take you to the point now where
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you are woking with the UDF structures? UWhat were the political
developments? /gain, looking st what I am interested in (Sorry)

Uhat and how a white, in an erea like Grashamstown, since I have newer
tried to explore why it is different from Wits or octher places.

The res wasn't importent for me individually,

Well, maybe you could talk @ bit like about, since I =am not going

to meet sc many people here, I would like to just know a bit about
the climate of the whites here.

A general picture of whites...

Well, let's take it from the point of view, ok, so you were saying
vou were in NUSAS and then, are you now a masters student or are you..

I am registered as a masters student (doc you like your job?) Ja, I
have, this year not so much, Last year mainly.

In what field?

Well, last yesr I was tesching in the Sociology and Folitics departments
But I am employed in & part time capacity for a resource organisation
which works with mass based organisations, like the civics, and

unions and so on.

What is it caelled?
It is called the Labou. and Community Resouce Centre.

Ok, so how did you move..what did you see as your position? VYou talked
about that trisl; I am still not clear as to what you are saying, if
you had to put it crudely or more blatently thamn you have said it,

more concretely, what would you say the trisl did? FO9r you?

Look, I mean...maykewe could move on from that. I can enly say in so
far as that triamsl threw up, for cne, for an individual like me, a
whole lot of very important political issues like for eg. the issue

of whether one gives evidence for the state or not in that kind of
situation. That was an issue which is very ,sort of, unconfined in its

ramifications as far as @ whole lot of broader issues, like um.«it
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takes you into & whole lot of other areas in terms of trying to

develop one's own understanding about priorities, concrete priocrities

in plitical stuggle and so on. And how ones individual actions have
soncrete implicetions for thuse sorts of things; it brings up a question
of relationships of principles, strategies and tactics etc. 5o it

that issue tekes you to @ whole lot of cther arees which I think are
cruciel for the development of any political activist.

Now um, so that is really the point that I am trying to make.

Well, ok, What I'1ll ask is..let me Just go right in to it and maybe
pull back after this. What do you see as the role of @ white S.African
in the democratic struggle? I mean how could define for me how you
have come to find that for yourself?

Well, I think, {at question will vary, the answer to it, will vary
st sny particular time according to the individual Ffirstly and the
broad conditions under which the individual is operating.

For me it has meant different kinds of things; 1t has meant belng
involved with something like the Cowmunity Labour Resource Center

which used to be called the Labour Research Committee, by the way.
And mctuaslly playing 2 role there, using the resources that 1 have
sccess to glven my back=-ground and so on and soc forth.

Tell me specifically what you mean., A community group comes to you
(Ves) and you do what?

Well, invelved in broad soriof areas..one is loogk there are ongoing
things. If a trade union for eg. wants us to fnd out a particuslr, if
it is going for wage negotiastions, or gther kind of negotiation, with
a particualr company, they want to find out a particdar bit of inf rm=—
ation for thet, they come and ask us, we find out and give it back

to them,

The same for civice, civics need no particular bit of information, we
go, we find out and glve it to them. Other projects, broadly, at a
more general level, say is @ very, well not under present conditions,
but @ while ago when things werent guite as turbulent ss they are at
the moment, housing was a very cwocial issue for civies; they wanted
to know @ lot more abot it. At the moment we are involved, and have
been for some time now, in a sort of Zsearch information gathering
project, areund housing to give to civics the information.

We are inveolved in a bit of mucation end training as well. Activis
treining in areas like organisational skills, admin skills etc. 155
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So for me it has meant actually playing a role in that sort of ares.

Um, with GCD, Grahamstown Committee of Democrats, samething a bit
different., It is..has become over the last couple of years, increa-
singly importent area for whites, is that to basically get involved
in the dedelopment of orgeniso.tion in white aress with a broad, or
under the brnad)und with a broad,allegiance to the extra parliamentary
opposition movements., GSpecifically in this csse the UDF. And that
has meant for us concretely, the organisation development of GCD,
which is being launced tonight.

So howdid that come up? UDF was formed snd did that give this spurring?
How did youse.you are guite seemingly usefully invelved with this
centre. Dlid you feel that was one way wyou could contribute; that

vou had a duty to or responsibility te give to the white community?

How did that come up because, just thinking when I first came to

S5.A. no one talked about whites and wwking with them (Sure..

I think there is 5vary...at a contextual level very impoatant develp -
ments have taken phce since then. Brosdly I think those have been
manifest in the develpment of the extra pariiementery movement and
again specifically the UDF, That began really with the...uwhat..
explosion flowering of organisation; use these terms; post '79 up

until now particdarly, I mean the whde youth organisations movement,
community organisation, the unions which go back to '73 in their cur-
rent form but neverthe less actually really began...it has become
particularly prominent on the political scene in the late '70s early
'80s, and with the development of those organisations in different
areas and so on that actually culwminated in the cnmﬁng together of one
braod uprear body, ie. the UDFy, in Ucteober 1983. Within that context
it became; people who say whites particularly coming out of the student
movement etc., prior to then had been inveolved in very low key areas.
Not only low key areas but in little bits and pafcas, for eg. they

have been guite influential in the development of the trade union move-
ment. Dave Lewis and people wheo have been invelved in some o the
independent unions today. They have been involved in the kind of areas
which I em involved in now like resocurce work and so on.

But the whole gquestion of organising amongst whites hadn't been cpened
up as you say. With the development of UDF it actually...its develop=-
ment itself, in and of that, it raised the issue at firstly of what

do whites do. As a matter of fact there was an increasing number of

.nmn;awhitas, relatively spesking it was small, but never the less relative
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to itself it was actually getting bigger every year. 0Of whites who
were coming out of the university etc being influenced by NUSAS, which
wes, had already picked up post 77/76 to become a Tar more vibrant
opposition organisation. 5o an increasing number of ex varisty people
saying well, what can I do, how can we get involved.

So on the one hand there was that development, on the other was the
development of the extra parliamentery oppesition movement; specifically
manifest in UDF and that inevitably reised the questicn of what kind
of gains can we make amongst the white community. The UDF baseline

is a very broaod baseline; an enti apartheid baseline. It is an extra
parlismentary baseline. In that sense it is quite clesrly distingui-
shable from the PFP., And the guestion is immediately raised, well
what Kind of gains can be made against whites here.

So it is within the complex of those two developlents that, I think
nationally was questioned sh actually ceme to the forefront of the
politicel mgenda for people like myself and other white democrats in
Grehamstown. Concretely what sctually happened is that thol aslready
came together around the UDF Signature Cempalign where again in every
concrete form fhhsquaatiuneﬁuls raised. In general terms the the
gqueston is well, what kind of gains can we make amon st whites, on the
basis of the UDF...concretely it waes, well listen, where cen we find
as many signetures as possible; lets try the whites, I am obviously
gimplyfying it now but still, you get the general picture.

Sp as m result a grouping of pecple got together, at that stage they
mlled themselves Windsog, terrible name in which stood for white non
students of Grehamstown. [ was not involved in Windsog then simply
because my political activity centred on NUSASS at that stage 1 was

on the OF Regionsl Executive here, but had come in there from NUSAS,

I was the only white in there for the Eastern Cape Exacutive and so I
didn't really have time etc. to get involved in Windsog at that parti-
¢ular stege. But never the less I kept in close contact with the people

who were putting it teogether and so on.

And then persecnally 1 joined...when it was formed as GCD. A certain
amount of debate took plesce after the Million Signature Campaign was
nearly over as to what we $ould do and people, I think felt that
certain gsins had been made; they had been able to actually make...to
penetrate an area which hitherto had not been penetrated; alnt of
people who were the active participate and that as opposed to the
passive sudience of whites in general; people felt that they actually

had an area here to beome involved with, they hadn't actually been

__Invpoplved before and for that and a couple of other reasons bt we decided

251



Page 10
Interview: R UWhte

n

JF

JF

to actually turn Windsog into something wmore permanent, something

which was noct hinged to @ particular campesign; which had its own
dynamic to it.

But you say GCD is only being lesunched tonight so why do you say
something about the past?

Well slright the GCD exigts at the moment as @ steering committie
and it is the job of this committee; it has been open, it has not been
2 closed steering committee 2t 211, to those people who actually wish
to joi\Ne GCD...windsog wes that Windsog was specifically around the
Signature Campaign and was hence almost 2 br;tted @s 8 minl sub
area conmiitees in the white sreas in CGrshemstown. GCD it was then
decided should actuaslly be an independent organisation but an affi-
liate of the UDF, whigch it is. The Steering Committee has then
played a role at two levels: Cne, in putting the crgenisetion tngether
in & proper sense, which 1s what is going to be launded tonight;
so the constitution, it has got one already, now snd 8c oOn and so
forth. A hell of & lot of energy has gone inte structuring the
organisstion, to working out @ programme and that kind of thing.
On the other hand there have in the meantime been particular issues
which peuple have to respond to like the Uitenhage Massscre for ege
I mean organise pnrtﬁxlur things eround there soc the development of
GCL up until now is basically the development of the steering commi=
ttee, on the one hand creating the precenditions for @ more full
prgenisation to develop, and on the o ther hand sctuslly propagating
itself as a particulesr politicel faorce in the white cemmunity; which
force, hasn' ¢ up until now gctuslly been represented in G"town.

Ok, a lot of what you have been saying is guite dry. I still want
to get that sense of G'Town; This could be say szting up the Ronde-
bosch ares committees, @ lot of what you have been saying. What's..
can you give me any story, anything wmore experientiel or snecdote
sbout what it hes been like deind this in G'town? What is G'town
like; is it different, is it more of a challenge..what are the
reactions, what is the white community like? UWhat sre you up again-—-
st? Do you think it is a tougher task than the sress that are
supposedly more liberal or do you think that because of its belng

a more intimete place, end smaller thateeel just don't know what
does it mean? UWhy did 1 come here to Find out, what is going to

be different about this plece? APd sbout whites.
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A I don't hRnow if there is going to be very much. There might very well

be. I don't have @ concrete organisational experience of C.T., and
Jo'berg and...

JF You don't have to compare it. You can just tell me what it has been
like going out to whites for (Ja) to now, where its like trving to
launch this thing..have you had sny..if you were to tell somebody
to indicate it is ell worthewhile, that some white we found, what would
you tell like a story how difficdt it isi..

h

A Um, I see it as a whole range of things. Firstly, there is not the
most general level; I don't..ah, I think ft is different to every
other plece. UWhether it is easier of difficult, I don''t think one
can say; it is entirely @ relavive guestion., In‘*a place like C.T.
for eg. you have a far broader, far bigger pool of white democrats
to draw on in the first place.

1 was at a meeting of the white Ohservatory Area Committee in G'Toun,
which is really 2 to the UDF but is one that organises in the

white areas in C.T. ja. And now..thet meeting..it was sctually s joint
meeting of the different..je, it was the joint meeting of the Chser-
vatory, Gardens and Claremont areas committees; Gardens one was not
really there but there were a lot of people at that meeting. Must
have been ashout 50/60 people; those are the people who ere prepared to
become actively involved in that kind of thing. Neow fer us the people
who sre prepared to become actively invelved, to the moment, are, is
the sterring committee which is 14 people, right now. MNo 14 real ones
and say 16 sometimes. It might get & bit bigger tonight when we
lauch..the Steering Committee itself but there is cobviously a huge
difference hetween an smount of 60 people and 14 people who can
actually become involved.

So thet is one ef the importent differences between here snd the

other places. FBut I think the same goes for Jo'berg s well., Jo'berg
has a far bigge?fﬂ} white democrate to be drawn, who cen be invelved
in the crganisstion.

G'town 18 a far smaller place though. To & certain extent I suppose

a specific thing with G'town is the dowminence of the university. That
does have s..implicetions; you are slready up against e fairly..the
whole sort of liberalist establishment syndrome. I don't know that

is not very cleer I suppose but you are up against a kind of liberal
sssstradition that is felrly well established. Which is not necessa-

rily..which 1s not manifest in any really concrete organisstional way
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but which is nevertheless a force which you have to constently grapple
with, And thest is very much university hnseq:_[;he PFP 1s quite
important there es well, it is important everywhere I suppose, in
that particuler regard. I meen clearly we are competing to a cetain
extent with the FFP; we are trying to win people from the left of

the PFP for e2g. over t&pur kind of ppsition which we are not too keen
about at the wmoment, that it would make a big difference out of but
that is for tactical reasons., There is clearly a big difference
bwtween us and the PFP; fundamental difference. 5o there is that
tension as well.

In P.Esoceas far as repression goes, you knowe...1lt is difficult...

in Joherg thers has been..ﬂéﬁlﬁffzvthere has been very litile repres—
sion at ell. I n Joberge..they...by repression 1 mesn also these
kind of right wing sttacks s well, what one imagines to be right
wind or security brench attacks, not open repression as it uere,
overt repression.

Agh, I was beaten up lest yeasr collecting signatures stc. There have
heen other bits end pieces of...incidents like that in G'town but it
has not been toc much of G...5imon Burten sn—other guite & prominent
person in the crganisation, had his car burnt out last yesr. I have
hed my tyres dashed and #uff like thet you know. The kind of things
that people in Jpberg run into....that makes things...that doesn't
really make things very difficult for us. 7 don't think enyone 1s

really intim/ dated by that and it actumlly gives us something quite
useful for us to bounce off. We cen make political capitsl cut of
those kinds of things.

As far s you KnOweesjam, I thinkit is..let me explain lt..we don't see
gursdves, I don't think..we need more discussion naticnaly on this
kind of thing. It is a very new area, the grganisation of whites.

I don't think that we are all that totally clear on exactly what
theory or we have not developed @ theory that coherently and so con,

ec we need more discusstion on that. But I think there is a feeling
amongst GCO that we are mt developing as a mass organisstion but

there is no way “hichua are trying toc orgarise amongsi..on the kind of
bases or to the extent which for eg. the cévlcs and trade unions do.
It is totaly different, your class context is totally different. Ue
are organisaing membes of the ruling class; to put it guite crudely
members of the ruling classes against their interests. GRACA and the
civics and the trade unions etc are prgenising member of the oppressed

classes in their interests.
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The kind of issues that you..the basis of your corgenisation is entire-
ly different. The bLasis of GRACS and sc on - they are picking up on
immediate dey to day issues which effect peocples' lives directly

and mre trying to op anise in some politicel direction and trying to
organise around those kinds of things. Net orgenisang sround renfy
and wages and so on. UWe are orgenising on an ideclogical besis; we
are trying to get people committed idenlogically to something which

is not in their immediate ? political interest at all, necessarily.
Which is the breskdown of apartheid and so on.

So I think, you know it is..we have very very differer & kinds ofees.
we are a really different form of organisation to that which exists

in these things and mlthough we..it is very important to be as wide
reaching as possible, to be ss outreaching as possible, we are not

a narrow group of sortof hard intellectuals as 1t were which operate
on a sort of exclusive support.
11t is very important to be as far reaching as possible but we don't
have any illusions e@s to what our..what the sort of strategic and
orgenisational limits of BCD are. I den't think that we..we ere
fairly different from mass organisations in that respect but clearly
we cperate..we have the same goals.

Have you learned anyithing from the stage so fer, with a lot of
wak ahead of you, about the white population of G'town? You heve been
here for a long time. And you know a hit abou: it..cen you describe
a bit sbout what the white population is about, as different from
gther white centres?

Look ja, I think maybe I could flesh out @ bit what I was saying
garlier. I think it is probably differet in that wost of our area

of support or what is goling te be support in the end is going to come
from university based or university relsted type imtitutions; we look
at cccupational categaies for eg. the people who a e going to suppart
us are going to be people from the university, ex studente etc.
Academics, people who are employed in things like university, A lot of
people who have been _ ¢hiou. gh some kind of universlty experience.

I think that is important.

We have had very little contact, T don't think we are going to have
any contact for the foreseeable future at least, with for eg the
Afrikasns spesking population of the town. In so far as that is not

a university population; wlth vnu:uﬁta sort of petty bourgeois

= which is independent of the university; your small businesses and
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and that sort of thing. I think that & is sort of unrealistic at

the moment to think about us actuslly geining any real support there.
Although meybe...u2 will explore it certeinly,

But our process of building has been very much based sround the kind
of people that I have mentioned; the university kind of related, in
one way or another. I em just trying to think, the other sort of
person will be your professional type, lawyers and stuff like that
who are sympathetic and all of which have been through some sort of
university training but which actumlly, at the moment exist indepen=
dnet of the university.

Can you think of anything speeific tec tell me sbout in your experience
of trying to organise, do thet outresch,.l mean I em intereseted
because I think st one point you mentioned that you knd of grappling
with liberals and liberal ideas; there was a stage a Tew years ago
where one didn't ever consider thet end now there is this effort to
do that outreach. 1 meesn how did you go about approaching fhem, some
white liberal in G'town; whaet did you say?

Ja, oke Look with the pmcess up until now, hes been, the Steering
Committee has been formed by those people who ars really, have moved
away from an estahlishment liberal position. So that they broadly
identify with the gosls and so on of the UDF and that kind of thing.
with the Steering Committes, So the Steering Committee is our base
«s88 far as the aream between then and now its launching for eg.

which we have gone into geining as many people who can be sympathetic
as possible, that has basically been conducted 4 drawing up
recruitment lists and that sort of thing; some people who we think
might be sympathetic, by that we mean people who ase FFP,sort of
types as well, That isn't people necessarliy who we think are left
to the PFP at all, at the moment; 1t is obviopusly ocur gosl to move
them,

Th 2 form that that has really taken has heen multifesceted. Al a
formal level it hes teken us to approaching individuals and sitting
down with them end ssying we are lsunching this, this 1s what it is
abput and them asking us questions and so on. And then you actually
gstabll h...you grapple with these liberal ideas in @ very direct way
there. And you are justbrying to put where...the importent thing
there though is et you se trying to de, at the same time ss well,

is we heve put aour position clearly, the goals been to get pecple to

';Wthe launchi it has not been immedistely to ask them to meke a choice
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A independent of tonights meetinn. Ude see the launch as being a very
important organisetional | step which we have teo go thmough.
So there is that sort & duality of goasls there. Apart from thet
it has been an informal . thing. An eg would bhe that there was a
discussion forumj; one of the lecturers in the politics department
orpanised this...hold an hfomal discussion £r.. . from time to time.
which really is a, not very many of about, the numbers at the moment
get up to smbout 10, But of guite important sort of liberal establish-
ment type figures in the university whe go to this informal thing in
the evening and you know it 1s8...] managed to get to this thing and
then it becomes important to make some kind of intevention in that
forum and actuslly put a position in end argue with people and that
kind of thing., Thet went fairly successfully I feel and thers have
heen one or twun other examples of that sort of thing that I...other
people have been involved with.
T think sgain the knda of things that we have sorganised there, the
meeting around Uitehane, we organised the first meeting ever I thinmk
that hae nnt heen a PFP meeting; the first public meeting within the
white areas in B'town, um, was around the Uithenhange Massacre and
that T think overall didn'st go as widely as we thought it would; it
was not as successful s we thpught it might have heen but I think
people generelly judged it as 2 success afteruards. e managed to fill
the hall snd so on, though it was just = smaell hall.

Tha* was suite impertant Intevention, showing us, responding immedia-
tely to en issue in an area, which . the PFP have not done at all.

She wing & level of participstion of immediate response to, and a
level of contact, or a led of concern that the PFP don't do. They
get moving around election iesues ete, put s person in parlisment

and wait ground for another five years. I think one of our strenghts
is precisely that we can demonstrate @ igvel of perticipation of
involvment snd so on of people who sre concerned that the PFF can't
ac. tuslly do.

AF But asgein you really oe not givinn me any concrete...wvhat involvemnt
can you shouw. I mean when somebody comes and says year what am I
supposedto da about Uitenhage, what sm I supposed to do to show I am
a democret, what does that mean I am @ damnc?at, what must 1 do?

And what are you doing...what are you tallin&ham now, that the PFFP
at least says well you go and put your 1ittle vote in the ballot box
you come te our meetings?

A Well, listen our premise B that at the moment tie kind of...an you
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will be getting a lot of this stuff tonight but I suppose the premise
is that the future of S.A. at this stage rests in the hsnds of those
who are oppressed in the present system. Sno it becomes pur first and
foremost tak pihoresed at its mest genersml level, te bulld concretely
or to sssist in buillding that movement. The movement thet ectuslly
represents the nterests of the cppressed, specifically for us now
that wmeana bullding the UDF. That is tuo dimension...that again is
just specifically at a more concrete level, is building GCD,
Now what can GCD do .concretely vaeries with respect to whole lot of
things. It might mean, you will get a whcle list of stuff tonight...
it means on particular occazssions mobilising ss extensively ass possible
smong the white community on a partucular issue like Uitenhage issues.
1 think sgsin a very important point tc stress is that to & certein
extent we are of as great...thet our extent of our usefullness, to the
dempcratic movement and hence to the intzrsts of the oppressed of the
people in 5.A., is besically to the extent thet we are successful in
mphilising smongst whites; the extent to which other..and the phrasa..
which I like to use is the extent to which we are successful in dis-
organising the whites block through sctuslly organising e part of 1t.
ihrough driving divislons, pet ideologically, driving divisim
inte it and so ong through us coming and creating ocurselves as an
organisational force. That might mean a Uitenhage mezting at
perticular points in time, maybes sther thingas at pther points in time.
At a UDF level it means us operating in an area committee, and these
are not operating now because of the ban on meetings =and so one
in concert with other organisations around particular campaigns. And
sgain, what those ere and what kind of rle we will actuslly be able
to play there is really an issue which can only be described concretely
with refernce to a particular campaign. Tt might mean us going to the
t; .nships and doing someé work there; 1% again might mean ue actually
maximising our feet amongst the white mommunity.
Concretely it cen meen anghing; 1t can he pamphlets, doing e bit of
research, organising meetings, attending a funeralj i1t is I think
ja, it can wmean practically anything. It depends resally.

How would you, this is a bit reiterating vhat I sald, now you have
sand sll this, do you think you have ? it an underetending of

what the role of whites should be?

Well, I think we are developing an understanding. T think that, again

it is a guestion of what the rocle of whites whould he iz a question
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which can only be answered with reference to the particuler conditions
f the struggle. And I thikk that

at the moment we have been able to
. s 1.!'?]. ¥ : " L2 d 1 L2 . P o

create and or are.fthe process of creating an organisational force

1ich 1= to a certein extent approprinte toc the present conditions
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