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Inter view Amy Thornton 

JF You were saying that even if that happened thut would be at least 

movement . 

A Ja , I think that would be a ~""reat step for\.,rard along the road to the 

ultimate aim . I know that quite a lot of people ••• they won ' t accept 

that there can be these steps along the way and I question myself in 

my being willing to acceft this , you know the kind of revolutionaries 

gettin3 old and ••• bu~ I th~~k •• as I do eet older I have rreate r 

feelin s abo~t humanism and I do think that some people almost welcome 

suffering beca se it mi~ht ••• it doesn ' t work that way . You ~now what 

I mean , its £ke this kind of thing that they would rather have apart

heid , never ~ind how many millions of people are sufferinB under 

the yoke of apartheid bec~t se the cnange isn't the change that they 

see as the ultimate c~ange . 

I really 5 o along with that slogan Aluta ~ontinua - ~ don ' t think that 

because ohe gains a victory like say the abolution of the Pass Laws 

that one has betrayed the struggle . 

JF I just want to get a couple of fig res like the Hasha- how do you 

spell that? 

A Hashaner Hatzair. There are 

the young g'..lard . 

') 
words it n.eans the yovng watchman, 

JF There ' s one question I asked Gaby on this , I ~ean she is a virtual 

kind of orga~ ? to ask this question to really and is also 

quite- are you very religious? 

A ho . 

JF She ' o a bit religious;it's just that in a sense , I mean tnere are 

obvious narvellous stories where urn , what would I call it ••• 

A I s~y that's also one of the c~~nges from the ' 50s. In the ' 50s the 

majority of the whites who were in the str~egle were Jewish . (mm) 

But this is not the case today . 

JF And what is the story with that? I mean the \-.rhole links with Iorael 

the Zionism? 
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A /ell , iP the ' 50s there w~re people who had links in the •4os and the 

Hitler reriod and where Ru~sia was o : r · lorious ally and don ' t forget 

it wasn't for t he Soviet nion
1 
Isr~l \'IO..lldn ' t have existed . 'T'hey 

s pported the establishment of Isr1al in the l . :J . It \.;as Czechoslovakia 

that supplied the um , oh God , what did they call them •• the Israeli 

rmy , you know , which the u nderground army> the 1 lrr1agh and the um ••• 

it was really supplied with arms from Czechoslavakia . 

Young South Afric~ns went to Czechoslavakia and trained as pilots to 

fly in Israel . bo it was in fact , beca~se of the noviet nion that 

Isr,el c ame into existence but m, that was say •48 but the Cold Jar 

was on and very shortly t e Israeli government was taking a very reaction

ary line and uh , the s~ory goes from there . 

JF And these days, you know , the other thinss was noticing that you 

name , many , many religious people uho take it into the • • Syd Luckets 

Beyers .'audes •••• 

A That is again a chan~e from •• well there were •• I mean there ' s never 

been a Rabbi ,; there hnve been occasional Rabbis who ' ve said a few 

words about social injustice but nothing really . ~ut we had our 

priests there , like the uev . Thompson (ja) and ~rever Hud~leston . 

There always have •• but now i~s become almost establishment (ja) Ja . 

JF Are you saying that you have peo}le who were #ASPS or Catholics and 

a re practicing work in the str~&~le and then you have the yo~ know , 

Albert Iolans , t he eyres Nau es , you know really(religious) deeply 

religious , b1 t you have , I think you ruways have Jews who really were 

cUltural but not relisious Jews . But I don 't think otr ... er than the 

act<.1al religious Je,<~s, as I s·y , a Rabbi or someone uhose (no , none 

of thr t) ••• 

A Ne ither hRve I , beca se their orientation is so directed towards 

Israel ( ionism) ~nd 'io~ism that m, you k ... ow that's how it €Oes . 

JF Do you think there ' "' any potential or are you cut off from the Jewish 

Co~munity too much to be able to say? Is there any £otential for 

th.: t - do you think Jevrs are in any way ••• re alis~ng any of the is '>ues 

and cominG to grips with them? 

A Look , younger Je~ish gener~tion have grown up in tremendous affluence 
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A a nd are t· o ~enerations removed from l itler and they don ' t h ave that 

sense o f ;ersecution, so they ' v e ~ade a lot of money and they ' ve 

lived very comfortable lives a nd the Nationalist Government have 

kept things quiet and rnany of them , I mean there a re even Jev1s 1·1ho 

h a ve been voting Nationalist which would h a ve been unheard of in the 

' 40s and uh , they h a ve t a ken on the s a me ,:n:titudes of the white 

bour geoisie . I mean they h · ven ' t been different becatse they are 

Jewish and any kind of poli ~ic~l involvment in a ny g r oup is being 

a gain or1~ntated to1 ~rds Israel . 

•O\•' you h ave a situation where Isra el is in a n economic mess . 11 obody 
+o S'O 
wa~there , they don't see •• they don't feel the"selves coMmited to 

life in LA •• 'hey ' re tryin to g o . ~nd there ' s 1uite a ••• there ' s 

a l a r ge irnmi pr a tion of Jewish people , who h a ve got either money or 

expertise to export . : don ' t see urn , ~ews as particula rly wedded to 

:my particular pr ovince in life . I think that comes from being gene-

rations ~emoved from the refugees from :urope . 

JF This is a strange question tha t I ' m ~uite intrigued by and I think 

the other thing about , I mean you ' re the first I ' ve met who was 

involved in CuD Hho ~ as quite youn-9 , I mean H:ien wa s o:khr ; and just 

the thing of you r u nnine a round i~jeans and beins you know the story 

of the side of the road , I mean de s pite t he fact th~ t it wa s almost 

absolutely impos ible to violate the I mmora lity Act , is that some

thing you s u ffe r ed with , where everyone just asoL. med you were sleeping 

with bla cks , or would no one assume anyone 1.,ras •••• 

A I don ' t think anyone assumed I wa s sleeping wi t h bla cks •• 

JF I me a n wa s there any kind of casting aspersions in that way? 

A I mean people would •• you would.just s ort of beyond the pale and white 

guys wou ldn ' t tak e me out beca u s e they were scared . They were sca red 

••• it we s never an issu e for me beca se I was never , if you ' re a sking 

was I ever e motiona lly involved across the colour line, I ua sn ' t . 

JF ~o , but I wonder if people •• cer tainly s ot wi t h some people t hese days , 

you . ow if you ' re involved wi t h bla ck friends Lnd ••• 

A I did meet pe ople who thought that s ort of it beho t hed them to cross 
the colour line ey eleepint; vii vh a bl a ck pers on. ,nd tha t wa s to me 

b ... t s omething qu i t e a lien not because the • ers on \1<!S bla ck"becalse to 
o9 
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A ~ct"~lly go to bed with a per son for s ch a reason , ah , was kind of 

a lien to me . Bu t I do knovr some people Hho felt that this kind of 

proved that t hey weren't racial i st . 

JF r o , my exrerience has just been that kind of white men just assume 

t h •t , that about you if you "''ere yqparti.ng on black i ssues and st1...ff like 

that , you know in the ' 70s . 

A I think this is probably wha t a lot of white men would as~ume amongst 

the r adic . ., l femenists and say I ' m sure a lot of peopl e are saying •• 

JF These days but then it wasn ' t , it was (no ) just wierd. 

A Because peo ple were too ••• seperated . 

JF So you were jus t a Comnuni s t7 

A Ja , tha t ' s wha t they considered you were , j a . 

JF Did you ac t t.ally join th• ClJ when it wD.s legal? 

A The CP was banned in 19L 8 when I was 16 . 

JF ~lright . Ok. And your k ids , were born , the fi r st one in what yea r? 

A He wi l l be 22 this year oo that makes it 1963 . 

JF 
? So you never had to ••• we r e there . when the ba by was born under the 

banning , did you ever think of the whol e issue of putting him , your 

childr en ' s ~1fferi ngs or that kind of thing or did you f eel ••• ? 

A I urn , t he only child I had at the time I was detained1 shortly aft e r 

my marriag~ was Jimmy . nd I felt a t errible sense of built beca~se 

he had jus t begun to acce t me as a lliother , then I was rewoved, you 

know when I \•ras deta:ired . (For the 90 days) Ja. 

JF I ow old was he ? 

A Jimmy was three . 

JF " hat do you mean he ' d just began to ac cept you? 
114 



Page 5 

Inter vie\'1 uny Thor nton 

A I urn , Jimmy was my husband ' s son you see . And \:hen I married him 

urn , he liked •• he was l ike ~y child , you see and he ' d beco~e •• he hadn ' t 

been with me that long and acce:ted me as his mummy , ~nd so on and 

then suddenly I was removed . Bc1t v;e ""Ot s ·ecic, 1 permi ssion , 111ony was 

very good at that . He was completely non politic"l and he wasn ' t 

scared pnd he badgered and so on and got permis ion that Jimxy was 

allowed to see me every two weeks . 

It was pretty t r a rontic , I mean it was te rrible because when he went 

he would c r y and scream , but we really felt it wns important that he 

should see me . And know that I existed. He survived; I mean you 

know , other k i ds had it far worse . He had a warm lovinR family around 

him. 

JF Have you disc~ssed it wi th him or was he just too young to really ••• 

A I don ' t think he remembers that peri od . lie haven ' t had a sr;ecific 

discussion about it. 

JF And the year of the Luthuli conference that you mentioned? 

A J.JUtl\uli C'lme to C. T. I co.n't rea lly rer.:e r1ber what year it was . 

I ' ve aot c ttings s mewhere but I can ' t remember, it was certainly 

before the Congress r~ovement Has banned so it \•JOUld have been maybe 

' 58. You c n ~uery that . 

JF Ok . I won't keep you much longer- do you want •• you ' re not Rietstien. 

Hey , it's just that I have b ~:: en talking abOLlt for example the Jewish 

issues ond tht:~. t you mentioned that your na~;.e ... as Ri.e-t stein but wo .... ld 

you want me to say Rietsteen-Thornton or do you always just say 

Thornton'Z 

A Some people remember me as Amy Reitsteen and some people know me as 

Amy ~hornton - you can put both . 

JF Ok. I ~uess the other things are just-thoJght I \lanted to ask your 

advice on a couple of points. I think that ' ll be eno gh . 
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