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I£ you could just tell me where you were born and when? 

Well, I was born in Cape Town on the 19th. Ju1y, 1936, which means 
I 1 m now 51 years young. 

What part o£ Cape Town were you born? 

Cape Town Maitland. 

What kind o£ section - was it a Coloured community, was it •••• 

Well, it was a Coloured - a Coloured community - well, actually it was 
not really that - it was at that time still a mixed community - I -
on the opposite side, £or example, where I was born we had some whites 
staying, and then just to the le£t o£ us was some Indian Cape Tonians 
and. 

So what were the relations - what did the whites across the road have 
working relations with them - how did they treat you, how did you £eel 
about them? 

Well, we had very good relations I remember we - we - we - during the 
war years when I was a small boy - was very small actually - but we 
used to have very good relations - we used to go to play - play with 
them and so on, as a kid, but what was even more important £or me was 
that I was staying next to Kensington - Kensington l'lhere - which was a 
thoroughly mixed area, with a predominant occupation o£ A£rican people 
at that time, and I personally, although I was conscious o£ my - at 
that time conscious o£ my - my being a Coloured person, but we had very
I had very early contacts with African people and I had - amongst my 
earliest friends I had( ••••••••••• ) A£rican boys and girls and so on, 
so I - I - I never really developed an exclusive consciousness o£ my
self and o£ my £amily and o£ my community. 

0£ course later on in 1i£e, when I worked in Johannesburg, £or example, 
I - I actually stayed in - in - in - in a black - in - in an African 
area. 

Which was that? 

In Soweto - I - I was one o£ the first occupants o£ Soweto, and this 
was in the late '50s. 

Which section o£ Soweto was it? 

Well, I was staying in Mera£e - let me put it Mera£e Station. 

Were there many Coloured people there? 

No , no, I think I was one o£ only two or - or at most three staying in 
the whole o£ Soweto at that time, but I was lucky because I - I stayed 
there, and this helped a lot to break down whatever prejudices I might 
have had, and I stayed there £or, let me see, almost ten years - al
most ten years, yes, and I learned - I was very lucky in that respect, 
because I was given a chance to discard whatever prejudices I might 
have had, whatever feelings o£ - o£ - o£ - o£ one kind or the other I -
I might have entertained, so this was very lucky £or me. 

Also as I was working in - in a food and canning workers union in a 
factory - they had to - they had many African workers - I think out o£ 
a total o£ say, 3,000 at one point the Coloured workers were not more 
than ten - not more than ten. 

Where was that, in? 
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In Johannesburg, which was now comp1etely different from a place where 
I worked in Cape Town, where we had only Coloured workers - when I was 
working in the city council in Cape Town there were only Co1oured work
ers, so there are all these different experiences, and I think, well, 
it changed me quite a bit - quite a bit. 

Let me just make sure I get all the detai1s - you grew up in Maitland 
mainly? 

Yes, yes, in Maitland. 

And your parents did what? 

My parents - my mother is a worker - well, my mother used to work for 
some university as a laundry worker in a laundry - my father, he was a 
general worker, genera1 labourer - after the war he came back and he 
was working as a- as a worker, ordinary worker, general 1abourer •••• 

So he served in the war? 

My father did, yes •••• 

Did that affect him po1itical1y - did he come back bitter or did he 
come back? 

I don't think, no - he's not the kind of person who cou1d come bitter. 

Could they( ••••••• ) political people? 

We11 - well, my mother was - my mother was a fighter, yes, and she used 
to attend meetings - those days there was a - what did they call them 
the - oh, my God - anyway she used to attend a lot of meetings, my 
mother. 

Of po1itical groups? 

Of politica1 groups, yes, in Cape Town. 

What would that have been( ••••••••• ) or? 

No, no, no, APO was already gone that time, I think. 

Unity? 

Well, no, no, no - you know, there were 1ots of little community groups 
at that time - I can't remember even one name now, but I - I know - I 
know the name because it was ex-servicemans League, for example •••• 

What's it? 

The ex-Servicemans League meetings, and then we had a huge •••• 

Your father went to those? 

Ja, my father and mother, but even (?) my mother, although she was not 
in the war, you see (Laugh) - there was another group, a very, very 
big group - I've forgotten the name now - 1ed by a Captain Malan, act
ually a white army captain who led the group but who died shortly after
wards. 

Was it Springbok Legion type or Torch Commando type? 
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Torch Commando - it was a progressive movement, you see, which - which 
tried to - to - to - to - which - which fought for the im~rovement of 
the conditions of those people who had fought in the war{?) especially 
the Coloured people at that time, because they were given a raw deal, 
absolutely raw deal - they - take, for example, my - my father - my 
father, after serving in the war from 1939 up to 1945 - and in fact he 
came back in •46, early •46- he was given a lady's bicycle •••• 

A what? 

A bike - a bicycle, and that's about a11 he got, plus I suppose, his 
great coat and some other small things, that's a11 - but I was very 
young in those days - I didn't really take note of some of these things
what was even more important for me in my po1itica1 deve1opment was 
that in the house we used to discuss a lot about what's going on, about 
what• s happening in the country and so on, in the house, in our house, 
but it turned out that I was the only one out of the who1e family of 
about - we were about 12 in our family - that's my mother and my father, 
my mother's sister and nine - we11, eight chi1dren, plus one cousin who 
grew up with us, so we were about 12 in a very sma11 house, and in the 
house there was a 1ot of discussion about politics and this {?) and 
things, apartheid especially, because it was the time just after the 
war when apartheid just became the issue, and we were discussing apart
heid, but it wasn't really until I - I went to schoo1 in - in - in the 
early '.50s when I did my - my matric, when we had the defiance camp
aign and a11 the papers were fu11 of' people shouting Afrika, Mayibuye 
and so on, and the defiance campaign where peop1e marching and singing 
through the township a11 the time that - it's on1y then rea11y that I 
became conscious of what's going on - whatever went before was just 
sort of a - an unconscious rebel - academic, if you want to, rebel. 

But it's only af'ter I left school really that I became involved in po1-
i tics, in real po1i tics, not just talking and that and shouting and so 
on. 

You 1eft school and went to work right away? 

Yes, yes, I went to work right away - I left school in 1955. 

You didn't go Traf'a1gar {?) 

No, I never went, I - I left - I left - I went to John Bisseck {?) High 
School in East London, and I finished in '54- in '55 I started working. 

As? 

We11, my first job was in some 1aboratory where soil was tested - soi1 
testing laboratory - it was for the roads division on the Cape provin
cial administration at that time, and we were testing soil to find out 
its - its - its capacity to hold water, for example - its c1ay content, 
its loam and- and clay content, O.K., sand, and the type of- of- of
of soi1 that could be used to bui1d the roads in specific areas - it 
was specific climatic conditions, that kind of thing, so we had to test 
the soil - that's where I first worked - my first job ever. 

But I was a very rest1ess young chap, I - I moved around a lot - from 
Cape Town, for example, I went to Port Elizabeth, and from P.E. I walk
ed - I hitch-hiked to Johannesburg, and I went as far as Messina, for 
example, hitch-hiking, seeing the country - and then I went to Natal 
Province and right up to Durban, and I can say I know quite a bit about 
South Africa, the country and its people - and its peop1e. 



J. STUARI'. PAGE 4. 

J.s. 

J.F. 

J.s. 

And this also tempered some o£ my views, because I discovered in these 
tours (?) internal. tours, or hitch-hiking trips, i£ you want, that 
there are very, very many good A£rikaaner people - people who used to 
take me into their houses and give me some £ood and a place to sleep -
people used to give me lots o£ li£ts and that sort o£ thing and help 
me when I'm in need o£ help, you know, that kind o£ thing, very, very 
hel.p£ul, very £riendly and very good people, specially A£rLkaaner peo
ple - I suppose with me it was easy because I was A£rLkaans speaking -
I stil.l. am A£rikaans speaking - in our house we spoke only A£rikaans, 
and it wasn't until. I did my matric where I actually started learning 
Engl.ish, right, and it was easy to communicate with the A£rikaaner 
people, al.though I had a terrible resentment o£ having to use the word 
baas - I - I £el.t terribly humiliated by that word, and I never used it
I never really used it, and that's one o£ the reasons why I switched to 
English later on, because in English you don't have this word baas and 
and even boss doesn't have the same kind o£ - o£ overtones as the word 
baas, you see. 

But real.l.y it was in the £actories in Johannesburg where I worked where 
I became part o£ the £ood and canning workers union, £or example, where 
I became an active organiser in the £actories, where I £irst really 
establ.ished contact with the ANC - it was there where I learned my pol
itics, in the £actories - in one £actory in particular - it was H. 
Jones & Co. - it's popularl.y known as a jam £actory - as a jam £actory, 
where they produce jam, they produced canned £ruits, they produced 
sauces, that sort o£ thing, you see. 

But it's onl.y there that I really began to understand what I mean the -
the whol.e dynamics o£ - o£ pol.itical struggle in our country, where I -
I started paying attention to questions such as organisation, adminis
tration, mass mobilisation, that sort o£ thing- it's there -I learned 
it in the £actories, and that is an experience that I woul.d consider 
to be my - my - my £ormative experience - my £ormative experience in 
the trade unions, in the Food and Canning Workers Union. 

Can you just give me any speci£ic exampl.e because that's such a power
£ul statement to make, to say that you'd been in school., you'd been in 
the community, but that you really - politics came to you in the £act
ories - you went to your £irst job and you met someone who told you 
about the ANC or was it through the union or what happened? 

No, I - it was - it was really through the - well, you see, the - the 
union itsel£, the Food and Canning Workers Union, in which I later was 
elected the secretary o£ Transvaal. area, Transvaal. Province - it was 
o£ course a££il.iate o£ SACTU - SACTU at that t~e was part o£ the all.
iance - o£ the congress alliance, and so you had the - the SACTU, thr
ough its a££il.iated organisations' unions, participating in - in the 
congress alliance, which was in £act real.ly led by the ANC at that time, 
and still is - o£ course the congress alliance has mare or less passed 
into history - but that's how I got in touch with - with the ANC, thr
ough the congress alliance, and through my work, my activities in the 
£actories, because it wasn't just organising £or its own sake - o£ 
course we £ought many battles in the £actories, £or better wages es
pecial.ly, better working conditions, such as protective clothing, over
al.ls and so on, £or - £or - against a practice which I £ound completel.y 
unacceptable when I got to this £actory, where people are hired on one 
day and £ired the next day, that kind o£ - those kind o£ issues - we 
£ought and won and l.ost many battl.es around these issues, but £inally 
one had to o£ course - to - to - to consider where all this was leading 
to, and I £ound the answer in - in - in the policies o£ the ANC as ex
pounded at meetings o£ the - the congress alliance at that time. 
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So I was a~ost moving into the ANC politics - I moved into that through 
my activities in the ~actories, and that's where I used to meet ANC 
comrades, ANC leaders, many o~ whom are now leaders o~ - o~ the ANC at 
various levels, many o~ whom are now in prison, and many o~ whom have 
now died, but that - that was my entry into the mainstream o~ South 
A~rican politics, through the trade union movement - the - the - the 
point I wanted to make about my earlier - my school days and be~ore 
that even - is that I entered li~e as a worker, already conscious o~ 
the need to change South A~rica - I was very conscious o~ that - I -
I didn • t have to be convinced, I didn • t have to be organised, I didn • t 
have to be persuaded - I was very conscious o~ all this - but the veh
icle that I used was the trade unions. 

0~ course I didn't decide one day say : No, how wou1d I participate 
more e~~ectively - then I said a No, I'll join - no, it wasn't - it 
wasn t t like that - it happened that I was a '\forl~er and I joined the 
unions and the unions became part o~ the congress alliance through 
SACTU, and that's how it was -not something that I decided, well, one 
day I'm going to intensi~y the contradictions between the regime and 
the people -no, it's not that - really it just happened gradually. 

And when you went to Soweto the ~actories were not Coloured labour 
mainly- they were mainly A~rican labour- were you •••• 

Yes, yes •••• 

All the time? 

Well, I suppose even now, I don't know, but that time at least - that 
time at least - I would say that 90, 95 percent were A~rican labour in 
that particular ~actory. 

And that was this Jones? 

Jones & Co. 

How - does - didn't that make you a di~~erent sort o~ Coloured person 
or do you think there were others, many others like you- l"leren't there 
Coloureds who ~elt that they wanted to be in a situation with other 
Coloured workers, that they wouldn't want to bind together with the 
A~rican workers or •••• 

Well, yes, yes, there is that kind o~ attitude on the part o~ - o~ 
Coloured people, which has tended to isolate the Coloured people ~rom 
the mainstream o~ political li~e in the country, and I had personal 
experience (o~) it in my contacts in - in the Coloured community and -
and this in ~act is a - is the result o~ - o~ - o~ - o~ centuries o~ 
divide and rule policies o~ the regimes - not necessarily the present 
regime but all white administrations, all white regimes have done the 
same policy - they've divided the Coloured people ~rom the rest o~ the 
community o~ the South A~rican people, and I suppose because o~ the 
language, it was very easy ~or the Coloured people to ~eel themselves 
much better and much closer to the - to the whites at the time and -
although this is mainly in the cities - in the rural areas it was quite 
di~~erent because the - the level o~ the ~arm - the Coloured ~arm worker 
and the A~ican ~arm worker, at least at the economic level, are almost 
the same - on the same level - they had the same kind o~ problems, and 
communication was much easier ~or them, because that raw ~armer did not 
really distinguish betw·een Coloured and A~ri.can. 

Didn t t what? 
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Didn't distinguish between Coloured and A£rican - although they speak 
o£ - o£ my voLk, meaning my - my people, they - they - they never 
really behaved as i£ they believed in what they were saying - you can
not say that my people and then you - you - you - you deny them a dec
ent living - you see, the generation was just dying o££ because o£ 
starvation or disease and that sort o£ thing, and yet you call them 
my people - I think there - there's this contradiction in what they 
say and what they actually do, but this was particularly so in the 
on the £anns, and I know the £arms - I know the £arms - I • ve been 
there, I worked there, I stayed there, because part o£ my £amily 
stayed on the £arms -my- my £ather's -my £ather's brother £or ex
ample, and that whole branch o£ - o£ - o£ - o£ my £amily grew up and 
lived on the £arms, and so I know what I'm talking about - I used to 
stay with them - I used to live with them, visit and so on - I - I 
know the problem that they £aced. 

Whereabouts was that that you went? 

This was in the Eastern Cape Province. 

And what do you think it was that enabled you to get past what other 
Coloureds would have £elt with that divide and rule - what made you 
work in a £actory that was 90 percent A£rican, what made you move to 
Soweto? 

Well, well, well, that's a- I was unemployed, you know, £or almost 
two years. 

A£ter school or when was that? 

A£ter - well - well, a£ter school I l~rked £or some - £or two years I 
worked in a - in this laboratory I was talking about, soil testing 
laboratory, but therea£ter I- I went to P. E ., as I said- I couldn't 
get a job there - very interesting, because I had my matric certi£
icate, and I thought that, well, this - this would be as my - as my -
as my school principal had said to me on graduation day - he said : 
Look, now you have the key to li£e (Laugh) in the country, you see -
meaning the - the school certi£icate - it proved to be completely use
less and - and in £act I - I just £orgot about it a£terwards, because 
I went to a whole number o£ places looking £or job, and he said : 
First o£ all, look, youtve got a certi£icate o£ matriculation, but you 
are too small, you are weak, you can't work and that - and I just 
couldn't - I mean that thing proved to be completely useless, so in 
Jo•burg I was unemployed £or about two years. 

And how come you'd gone to Jo'burg, because you weren't getting any
where in P.E.? 

In P.E. I couldn't get any work at all - I stayed there £or about £our, 
£ive months - couldn't get any job at all, and my £amily wanted me to 
come back to Cape Town, but I - I £elt I couldn't go back penniless -
I had to -to show something £or my - and I really £elt I should con
tribute to the £amily budget, so I le£t - I went to Jo'burg, and there 
£or two years I was looking £or work - couldn't £ind anything, because 
in Jo'burg at that time there was a particular problem, you see, I -
I didn't - I've £orgotten how you call it, but what it meant is that 
unless somebody in a £actory recommends you, you can't get a job -
doesn't matter who you are - there must be some person in the £actory 
who knOl'IS you and who would say : No, this one is the - is the child 
or the cousin o£ my cousin, or an uncle - that sort o£ thing, you see 
otherwise you wouldn't get a job - you couldn't get a job - and so £or 
two years I couldn't get - I was very lucky in £act to get the job at 
Jones & Co., and - l'lell, when I started l'lorking there I immediately 
joined the unions and became very active in the Food and Canning Workers 
Union in the Transvaal. 
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For those two years be~ore how did you get by - who did you stay with? 

Oh, it was very di~~icult because I - I was 1iving ~rom hand to - to 
mouth actua11y - we11, I did odd jobs here and there, and I had many 
~riends - I was staying with a - somebody l'lhom I used to ca11 my cou
sin - he wasn't rea11y my cousin - in ~act he was no re1ation o~ - o~ -
o~ mine, but he had been a worker on the rai1ways be~ore, and he was 
working as a - a trave11er ~or the rai1ways - what did they ca11 him 
again - man, I've ~orgotten a11 these things now - but he used to 
trave1 ~rom - ~rom Cape Town to Johannesburg - I'm sorry, ~rom Jo'burg 
to Cape Town once or tldce a week by train, and whi1s t in Cape Town he 
stayed at my ~ami1yts house, so he became a1most a part o~ the ~ami1y, 
so when I went to Jotburg I 1ooked ~or him and I ~ound him and he said: 
We11, come and stay at my p1ace - and that was it - so he 1ooked a~ter 
me ~or about two years. 

And in those two years did you get any po1itics or was it not unti1 
you got into the ~actory? 

No , no, no, I was a1ready active - I was a1ready active, but not in an 
organised l'lay, I mean discussing a sma11 un - unorganised ad hoc dis
cussions - I was - I was very - very ta1kative, very noisy about things 
and - but it 1 s on1y in the ~actory, as I say, where I became practica11y 
invo1ved in - in - in po1itica1 - po1itica1 work. 

What year did you go to Jo'burg? 

We11, I was there 1ate (?) in • 55 - at the end o:f • 55 , beginning o~ 
1 56 I was in Jo 'burg. 

Why did you go to Soweto, why did you want to move there? 

We11, I - that l'las a conscious decision o:f mine, to go and stay in 
Soweto - ~irst1y - ~irst1y because o~ a specia1 ~riendship I had in 
Soweto - specia1 ~riend I had - and a1so I was invited to come and 
stay there by a certain 1ady who - whose husband was in prison, and 
who had prob1ems paying rent in the house, and so I went to stay there, 
and I a1most assumed responsibi1ity ~or - ~or - ~or the rent at 1east, 
o~ the house - she was working as a casua1 lrorker in - in the same 
~actory where I was working, but in her case the di:f~icu1ty was it's 
not permanent sort o~ emp1oyment - she wou1d work there say, during 
the tomato season, say, May, June, Ju1y, and then she wou1d be 1aid 
o~~ and come back with the peaches and apricots and so on, say, in 
December, and so she - she didn't work the who1e year, so she asked me 
actua11y to come and stay at her p1ace - her husband was in prison be
cause he didn't have a permit - didn't have a permit, and he was not a 
a working type man - he just didn • t 1ike the work - he didn t t want to 
work, you see - he pre~erred to - to - to - to gamb1e and to make money 
through ways which- which would then (?) have been acceptab1e - so 
that's how I came to stay in Soweto, but it was a conscious decision 
on my part- I 1e~t my- my( •••••••••••••• ) cousin to stay there. 

That was 1 59? 

No, that was •58 somewhere in •58 a1ready. 

And you didn't get any hass1es - by then they were moving peop1e •••• 

No, ~unni1y enough I - I had no prob1ems - 1ater o~ course the specia1 
branch used to meet me in Soweto and - and - and even they said to me 
that : Look, we - we - we - we're not here representing the - what did 
they ca11 them again - the 1ocation superintendent - so we 1 re not going 
to ask you about your permit and that sort o~ thing - they asked me 
about my po1itica1 1i:fe••••••••• 
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No, they didn't bother me - the peop1e that did bother me were the 1oc
ation authorities - they - they used to - I was arrested even once or 
twice f'or not having a permit to stay in - in - in - in - in this p1ace, 
but the community as a who1e, oh, they - I was quite we1come - I was 
quite we1come - I had abso1ute1y no prob1em at a11. 

Did you speak an African 1anguage? 

No, I didn't - I 1earned it there, and 1ater on I 1earned to speak 
Sotho and - and Zu1u 1anguage, but I 1earned it there, but I had no 
prob1em whatsoever - and that time Soweto was quite a rough p1ace to 
be in, quite rough, but I was never once assau1ted or - or otherwise 
accosted or - or robbed or that sort of' thing - not even once - every
body used to know me - I•m in that train (?) and I stay where I'm 
staying, and I was we1come in a1most every - every house and - and the 
tsotsi e1ement used to pass me a11 the time, because they knew where I 
was staying and who I was and so on, but more than that I - as I said 
ear1ier on, it he1ped break dow.n whatever f'ee1ings may have remained 
in me, you see - whatever hangovers I may have had about my being a 
Co1oured1 my Co1ouredness and that sort of' thing, you see. 

That was a rea11y unique experience f'or me, and I'm very gratef'u1 to 
those peop1e f'or he1ping me. 

Did they ever ask - were they curious - did they ask what your motiv
ation was? 

No, no, I mean we didn't think of' it in in in - in strong po1it
ica1 terms, it - it was not a po1itica1 decision - it was simp1y a 
decision to go and stay there because I wanted to stay there and - and 
and I was invited to stay there, but I - I never thought that, we11, I 
wou1d go there so that I must shed my - my - my - my prejudices, or I 
didn't do that that way - I - one didn't think of' it in that - in those 
terms - it's the kind of' thing that just happened- of' course I- I 
had been very 1ucky - I - a 1arge number of' young mi1itant po1itica11y 
conscious African friends, very strong youth group, who he1ped me to 
see things in - in - in - in their proper 1ight - some of' them of' course 
have f'o11owed - and by that I mean they have - they've now gone into 
the system, but the majority of' them are active, or have been active, 
and many of' them have died, but I was very 1ucky to - to have had these 
friends, and it was with them- in discussions with them now at a diff
erent 1eve1 that again I - I - I c1arif'ied my mind about what is happ
ening, what - what the answer shou1d be in the country, so I think a11 
of' these experiences he1ped. 

Of' course for me my - when I 1ef't the country I - I - I became, we11, a 
member of' Umkhonto we Sizwe - I trained with - with a - with everybody 
e1se - and that too was - was a part of' my - my - my formation - part 
of' my formation - there, because of' the extreme restraining dif'f'icu1t 
situation in which we 1ived and trained, there was comp1ete and tota1 
equa1ity - I mean there was - there was no question of' - of' - of' any
body getting one or two extra biscuits because he - he's a Co1oured or 
he's a - or he's an Indian or he's - he's - he's a Zu1u or- no, nothing 
of' the sort - in ANC (?) comp1ete equa1ity - comp1ete equa1ity, and that 
too he1ped me a 1ot. 

So you never were in the Co1oured Peop1ets Congress in South Af'rica? 

We11, I did attend the meetings now and then in Jo'burg, and even in 
Cape Town once or twice, but I was never rea11y a member - I was on1y 
a member of' the ANC. 
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But how did that happen •••• 

And o£ SACTU (?) •••• 

•••• because i£ you look at it theor- it seems like theoretically as 
a Coloured person you should be in the CPC and in - how did you get 
into the ANC - was it because you were in SACTU or because? 

Ja, because I was in SACTU, and I was very active in SACTU, but I - I 
was never really - I never really - at that stage I didn't even con
sider myself to be a Coloured any more - I mean in my mind all these 
divisions o£ - o£ - o£ colour and race had disappeared by that time -
it - I could then already see everybody as South Africans, o£ course 
occupying different economic positions, but I could look at the whole 
situation in a more objective light - almost a balcony view I had o£ -
o£ - o£ society, and I had no more any feelings o£ - o£ any sort about 
my - my - my colouredness and about the - any particular political or
ganisation - I just didn't have that kind o£ feelings any more. 

Were you opposed to the idea o£ the CPC - did you not want to get •••• 

No, I wasn't -no, I wasn't -no, no, no, I wasn't opposed to that -
it's just that I was in the ANC and I was in SACTU, that's all - I -
I suppose at some time I - I might have assumed that - that I - I - I 
automatically qualify £or membership o£ - o£ - o£ SACPO at that time, 
but I mean I - well, I never really attended the meetings - I never 
became active in them - as a trade unionist I remember, £or example, 
I went to address groups o£ - o£ Coloured 'l..romen, £or example, or once 
even a branch o£ - o£ SACPO, as it was called that time, South African 
Coloured People's Organisation, but I was always a- first and £ore
most a member o£ trade unions before anything else - it was only until 
I left the country that I became first and foremost an ANC member and 
secondly then o£ course a trade unionist and whatever else I was. 

Because there are those who look at history and see that SACPO and C~ 
were not nearly as big as the ANC and the African and Indian movements 
and say : Well, it just shows some kind o£ weakness in the theory o£ 
having a Coloured organisation - and then it came into the debates in 
the •80s about the UDF affiliates, TIC, NIC, that Coloured( •••••••• ) -
what do you think about that whole idea - do you think you should mob
ilise Coloureds separately? 

Well, not any more - not any more - that time it - this - you must know 
this is after apartheid came in and after all these separate areas were 
created, where it became difficult, or increasingly difficult to - £or 
example, £or an African organiser to work in - in a Coloured area, be
cause he was really separated - he was already £rom outside the comm
unity - same thing happened with - in the case o£ - o£ say, a Coloured 
organiser, who were having to work in - in an African community - it 
became increasingly difficult £or him to do work. 

The - the area where they could really work together with - on the job 
on the job, in the place o£ employment, in the factories and so on 
but I - I don't think - I mean i£ I were sent into the country I 
wouldn't be organising CPC, I - I would be organising units o£ the ANC, 
other ground ( ?) units o£ the ANC, and i£ I were arrested in the coun
try I would speak as a member o£ the ANC and not - and not as - as - as 
a member o£ the Coloured People's Congress or something like that, be
cause the ANC has emerged as the leader o£ - o£ the struggle in the 
country - there's no doubt about that. 
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Sure, I'm just ~ooking historica~~Y i£ at the t~e - certainly that the 
Indian congresses historical~y have had their e££ect and it's been 
quite a strong one - just to ~ook at what the e££ect has been o£ the 
Coloured Peop~e•s Organisations, that maybe it hasn't been as strong. 

Well, it hasn't been as strong I - I must say, you know, I think in -
in Cape Town it has been £air~y strong - in Cape Town itse~£, because 
there's where you have the ~argest concentration o£ Co~oured people in 
our country, but in relation to the Indian congresses, £or examp~e, I 
think the CPC was a £air~y weak - fairly weak - a prob~em in Cape Town 
was the existence, £or examp~e, o£ a very - we~~. I should not say very 
but fairly organised Unity Movement, and this deprived the - the Col
oured community o£ the intellectual leadership that they - they - they 
would have had i£ such a use~ess organisation as the Unity Movement 
didn't exist in Cape Town - we would have had all these young Co~oured 
inte~lectua~s actual~y participating in the CPC work, and that would 
have certainly lifted the CPC to the ~evel o£ - o£ - o£ the Indian con
gresses and so on, you see, but as the - the presence of the Unity Move
ment, that is the historic problem that they created in Cape Town, Unity 
Movement with their armchair politics, boycotting everything, even boy
cotting {Laugh) the strugg~e, you see, but that is - I think that -
that must be one o£ the reasons why in Cape Town the - the CPC never 
really rose to - to the ~evel of other organisations and - and this is 
this is strange because the majority of the workers in Cape Town are 
Co~oured workers, and they were the best organised in - in terms o£ 
trade union membership - there you had a strong trade union movement, 
but a very weak political movement, and I can attribute it to the - to 
this Unity Movement problem in - in Cape Town at that time. 

Did you grow up with an awareness o£ the history o£ the Abdurahmans, 
the Goo~s, the APO, the Unity Movement? 

Wel~, not - not - well, I didn't know much about this - my mother used 
to tell me a little bit about some of these things - it wasn't until 
I - I was - I was now very active~y involved that I ~earned about AP 
African Peop~e 's Organisation, about Abdurahman, about Jane Goo~ and 
others, but this came much later through my own reading and my own 
enquiries and so on, not - o£ course my mother did try to he~p me, ed
ucate me about some o£ them, but I - I can't really remember her act
ual~y sitting down one day and giving me a ~ecture - she sort o£ ta~ed 
to it - talked about this in - in - in - in passing. 

When did you join the ANC, and tell me about how you le£t the country 
and why? 

Well, I joined the ANC in the • 50s as - as I say, you know. 

A£ter being in SACTU? 

Well, a£ter being in - in - in - in the Food and Canning Workers Union 
I became a member of SACTU - I joined the ANC then, and I participated 
in the youth activities o£ the ANC, youth league activities o£ the ANC, 
and after ANC was banned I continued to participate in the youth league 
activities of the ANC, but I was banned in 1964 because, you know, as -
as layers and layers o£ leadership is being removed, either through 
~prisonment or banning and that sort o£ thing, new levels come up and 
and - and more and more o£ the new leve~s o£ leadership have to expose 
themselves by addressing public meetings and - and that sort o£ thing 
and - and I was one of those people who had to speak out publicly, and 
I was banned in ~964 - in April, •64, I remember very well, and this 
meant that I couldn't work in the factory where I was emp~oyed up til~ 
then. 
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.And I stayed .April, May, June, but by then I was really getting so 
frustrated that I had made arrangements with the leadership of the ANC 
to be taken out of the country, and they took me out, and when I left 
I joined - well, I didn't join - I mean I went for training and became 
a very active member of our people's army. 

So can you talk a bit about that, that you - get back to South .Africa 
did you? 

Well, I'm afraid I can't say much about that at this stage - I was 
active of course in - in - in all sort of struggles in the region, for 
example, in - in - in - in the struggle in this country, in Zimbabwe -
I participated at various levels as a military man •••• 

The Wankie Campaign? 

Wankie Campaigns and - and after, or even before that, but I'm afraid 
I cannot say too much about that now even. 

Why is it that if people know a little bit about MK and Coloureds in 
MK they - I would think of James .April, Basil. February, those people 
connected with Wankie who were Coloured - in South .Africa, to be frank, 
that you wouldn't get very many people who would think of an MK cadre 
and be able to name any Coloured person, whereas they could tell you 
( ••••••••••••• )-there was the guy who was killed at Sasol, the second 
Sasol attack, who happened to be Coloured, and there were a few, but 
it's very few, whereas there were - if you say Wankie Campaign you 
would think of some names that are Coloured. 

Ja, ja - well, Basil February died in - in Zimbabwe - we were very 
close friends actually, the three of us, Basil. February and James .April. 
and myself, very close friends - there were some others also - some of 
them died already, died - and in the Wankie operation there was a friend 
of mine (?) called Charles, who died also - he came from Cape Town also
but I suppose the reason why - why people don't identify themselves as, 
say, Coloureds - I mean the - the best way to identify yourself is as a 
member of MK- that says more than anything else- I mean it ( •••••••• ) 
whether you're a Coloured or a Indian or a - or a Sotho or a .African 
generally - it doesn't matter - to be a member of MK is - is - is a 
great honour, and a privilege in fact, for all of us, everybody - I 
never expected that I would end up in Umkhonto we Sizwe - I never 
thought I mean - it wasn• t something that I planned for, but the -
the struggle and its own dynamics drove me to this point • 

.Again obviously it's an area that you can't - some things you can't 
say, but I'm just - my interest is in this race, cl.ass area, and I'm 
just wondering - some of the peopl.e I've interviewed who were in Zim
babwe who actuall.y fought - for exampl.e, chief rep in Zambia, a few 
other peopl.e - was - when people talked about how you had to blend in 
with the people of the country and then they weren't even South .Afri
cans - they were Zimbabweans and even the language wasn't exactly the 
same for most of them and this kind of thing, what - were there any 
factors about being Col.oured that were useful or a problem or? 

No, no, no - no, no - no, we - we worked as .ANC unit, as MK unit - of 
course with our Zimbabwean friends - but there was - there was absol
utel.y no - I didn t t feel anything, any - any - any special problem or 
privilege by - by - by being a Col.oured at all - no. 
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But I mean was it in any way an advantage that can be used against the 
enemy because of assumptions that would be made about a Coloured? 

No, there was no advantage at all, except that according to the reports 
we received later, they were rather scared, or they were surprised or 
worried by the fact that some Coloureds were taking part in the - in -
in - in the anned struggle in Zimbabwe at that time - you must lmow 
that this was long before the so-called Cuban problem came to our reg
ion, and very interesting because they were saying I was a Cuban, yes 
I mean according to thfir - their own propaganda, they were saying 
that no, at least they ve seen me as a Cuban participating in - in -
in some of the combat actions and - and this is completely wrong be
cause I - I 1m not a Cuban, I'm a - I'm a real South African, you see. 

Meaning there's someone there who's not a dark skinned African so you 
must be a Cuban? 

So you might be a Cuban, ja - this is the - well, this is a problem of 
their own racism, you see - it's a kind of conclusion that they come to 
not because of - I think - I think what they said about Dakar, that the 
regime has managed to impose deep levels of ignorance on the white comm
unity - I think that's quite true - I think many facets (?) are very 
clearly in the Wa.nkie operations, for example - I was not personally 
involved in that particular operation, but I was told by my colleagues 
and my comrades that at one point near Wankie South African troops act
ually marched openly to attack a unit of - of - of Umkhonto we Sizwe, 
and of course they lofere all wiped out, because they could.n t t - they 
couldn't perceive - they were not taught to think that Africans could 
actually shoot - they thought that if they marched in attack, Africans 
would - would get so scared and so worried and run away, as they did 
when they were unarmed, and this - this - this particular frame of mind 
has led to many casualties on their side , I would say, but they didn't 
respect us - they didn't th~ that, well, we - we are a match for them, 
and that's why so many of them died in - in - in these operations in -
in Zimbabwe. 

A couple of just quick things to wrap up because of the time - did it 
ever bother you that there weren't Coloureds on the NEC - you were 
elected in •85 to the NEC? 

Yes - no, it never bothered me. 

How did you understand it or explain it? 

I - I - I was part of - of - of - of a discussion, out of which came a 
decision that - that the ANC would lead the - the ANC - the African 
leaders in - specially in Africa - so with me the - I had never a pro
blem with this - I never had a prob - I was always ANC, so I never 
thought of myself really as somebody separate from the general member
ship of the ANC, so I never thought that, well, we should actually have 
a Coloured in the NEC - I mean that kind of thing never came to me -
of course with the rapid growth of the struggle in the country and with 
the - the discussion taking place round about •84, •85, I personally 
was of the view that we should begin to have members of all communities 
in the NEC of the ANC - I - I supported that view and - and this was a 
view which was supported by the overwhelming majority of the people, 
members of the ANC, because it does say something if you have one or 
two representatives from the Coloured community on the NEC - Coloured 
people would then feel that they have a home in - they are not just 
step-children in - in - in - in the movement, or second class members 
they are full participants and they are full members, because you see, 
this became necessary because of the effect of apartheid on the Col
oured community - they became -
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Of course after the uprisings of '76 more and more Coloured people came
became active in - in the struggle - even early on I would say, the 
BC movement did a great historic service to the Coloured people by 
breaking down the barriers of - of - of race, of race consciousness, 
of colour consciousness - the concept of black being first of all (?) 
all those who don't have the vote, and all those who participate act
ively in the struggle, whether or not you have ~he vote - that concept 
was a great contribution to the overall historic development of our 
struggle, and I think that leaders of the BC movement should be saluted 
for this - I don • t agree with them now, the AZAPO s of this world and so 
on, because they have tended to become a sect instead of an active part
icipant in the struggle - they are really becoming an obstacle now -
they become an obstacle. 

Were you aware of the debates in the youth league of the PAC breakaway
do you remember •• • '• 

I do - I do, yes. 

How did you feel as a Coloured in those debates, because when I look at 
it historically it seems specifically that they are anti-white but anti
Indian and very weird about the Coloured issue •••• 

Yes, yes, the - they were quite clearly black racists I mean that's 
how we saw them, a black racist group, and I personally (Laugh) was 
very vociferous in my condemnation of - of the - of the PAC at that 
time, even before the breakaway, with (?) the PAC element, Africanist 
so-called Africanist element within the ANC - and when they had broken 
away and when the - there emerged a new avenue of struggle, ideological 
struggle, I participated fully in that, and I saw them as - as anti
white, anti-Indian, anti-Coloured - although later on when - when -
when the - they actually formed the PAC in '59, and when Sobukwe act
ually said something about Coloureds being, well, Africans, it - it 
didn't help to - it didn't help to more or less satisfy me, whatever 
else they may have said - I wasn't satisfied about that. 

Lastly, what's the role of Afrikaans going to be in the future South 
Africa? 

Afrikaans language - well, the Freedom Charter makes it very clear that 
the cultural heritage of the people, including Afrikaaner people, will 
be protected and promoted - Afrikaans will remain a very active, very 
vibrant language used by - by the Coloured people, by the Afrikaaner 
people in - in the media - they will have their ow.n books and - and so 
on - there - there's no way that - that a democratic movement could 
even think of suppressing any aspect of - of - of - of the people's 
culture - that would lead to nother struggles - other struggles - I 
wouldn't support that - I wouldn't support that, and I - I think the -
the only thing that needs to be done about Afrikaaner culture, or even 
the culture of the Coloured people, if you could speak of that, would 
be to cleanse it of its own racism - to remove that from it - to re
move everything that's reactionary, to give it a progressive content 
and to - to motivate it towards a national identity more than say, an 
Afrikaaner identity or a Coloured identity or an Indian identity -
first and fore - first of all we should - you should feel yourself as 
a South African citizen. 

END OF lNTERVIEW • 


