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If you can just start out by telJjnc me •·:hen and '~here you •~ere born? 

~·!ell , I '"'as borr. in Johannesburg, Soweto - I can ' t even remember the -
the address no1v - in any case I 1vas born in Johannesburg - that ' s 
where I grew up, attended school there, primary , secondary school •••• 

1vhat year 1vere you born? 

1 h5, just after tlto \var, and I at ten dod primary and secondary educ 
atio:-t, und then I 1ven1; to the Transk.ei for my secondary education at 
a boardinG" school called Dethal - I spe t abollt three years there , 
then I came bnck to Jo 1 burg and I studied ( .• • • ••••• • ••• ••••••••• ) 
Tutorial ColleGe, did my matric, but tmfortLutatcly I couldn ' t finish 
my matri c bec::ws e I 'iva s detained just before I wrote my exams - that 
\vas the beo;inninG o.r the 90 day detentL:m l'.rithout trial •••• 

In 1 63? 

Yes - I was at the time the younc-est detninee - J. spent close to JO 
days at the same time my mother was arrested - it '"'as also the time 
1vhen my .fatlwr \vas underc-round, but he '\vas SLlbsoqucntly arrested , so 
all three o.f us \vere i 1. prison at the same t:.i..me , dif .feren t prisons -
\ve couldn ' t meet- nnd it ' s interestin...; bo1v I .:;otto kno\v that he 
\vas in - he 1vas arrested, because 1ve 1vere n ot allowed ne1~spapers in 
prison - no books - just solitary confinement. 

A macistrate used to come once a \veeL and talco yo •tr complaints, but it 
meant nothing because wllatever yon compl ai •ted about nothinG' was done 
about it, but one particular the polica w~re very excited - they came 
to my cell and, you kno'"'' in jubilation a'111'1tmced that my father was 
arrested and, you kno\v, they were quite happy about it and they drummed 
it that, you know, they ' ve arrested all the t e rrorists, that kind o.f 
thing - o.f course, you kno•v, it \vas a terrible shock for me, but 
shortly nfter that I wa~ released and went home. 

At the time o.f coLtrsc Nlungisi, my brother, Z•.relah:he, and all the others 
were very yonng - 1 1 m the eldest in the family - and they w·ere lPft 
'"'ith nothing really because, you kno,,r, the bread(?)- you know, my 
mother and dad and '"'ere all arrested, but fortunately the neighbours 
came to their help, and the neighbours 1vere extremely 'ivonderful -
they helped clean tl1e house, they cooked for the children and, you 
know, did the 'iva&hil"l .; , and they took turns, our neighbours, in this 
cleaning and lookinG nf'ter the children - they were really absolutely 
wonder.ful . 

One So1veto businessman - I forgot his name 110\v - even volunteered to 
adopt the children f'or a while until my parents were released, and 
this was printed in the newspapers, and for that he was - for his 
efforts he was detained - he was arrested to~, Lhat businessman -
but my mother was also released, and it was decided that I should 
leave the country - I then left the country in the 1 6Js and I ' ve been, 
you kno\v, outside South Africa ever since. 

Which year did you lenve? 

It mu~t be • 63 - I can't remember the exact date - I must be - it was 
• 63, thereabouts. 

And '"ere yoq detained '"'hen you \vere detaineu bad you been active in 
speci~ic organisation? 

Well, when I was detained I was, well, activn in the sense that, you 
know, we used to , you kno\v, paint slog ans and that l<:ind of thing at 
night, but of cou.t~se the police didn ' t k:nO\v that. 
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I \vas detained more for \vhat they thouGht I had in.Lormation about the 
\vhereabouts of my father, not so much hccanse of ;:my political act
ivities on my part - o.f course I \vas in the ilasuputcoela - I was one 
o.f the .follndcr members of the pio1eer organisation, Hasupntsela , the 
yo une pioneers - those \vho show the way •••• 

l-Iasuputsela? 

Ja, and (?) the AHC pioneers . 

That \vas like an A. C youth - young youth J evgue? 

That \vas the A~C pioneers, yes- it \vas even bet'ore the youth, you 
kno,v, organisation . 

And wl1en you were ~ro\vin up - it ' s pro':>abJ.y a bit pointless to ask 
how you ~ot politicised - you kind of breathe politics - but the kind 
of ~olitics that surrounded you - did }OU grow up initially with a 
feeling t!Jat the s truc;cle \vas about overthrrnving the \vhi tes or did 
you never have thvt "feeling - so many peopl<- T 've interviewed , they 
came from a ex-peas;1-1.t backgronnd and they never sa\v whites , and in 
itially they went througll a very whites arc dOGS phase and then they 
rr(ot politici..sed throuch the ~ C and di~cnssed viz-a-viz the PAC and 

••••••• ) and all chat - but for yourf P I.L' ,.,..ha ,.as the experience 
\vi th a man like \lal tcr Sis ulu , who had a clenr ideo logical base? 

1vell , ,,,hen you grO\\" up in Soweto , you kno,,, you ' re faced lvith the 
white person, so your first reacLion you identify of course colour 
with the system, because they are in po\ver - it ' s a lvh:i.te policeman 
,,,ho- \vho sends a black policeman to arrest yon- it ' s a ,\•bite police 
mnn \vho interrogates you, it ' s a \vhite magJstrate -you know, it ' s a 
white snpcr in school - superintendent - everywhere, you see , it ' s 
\vhites lvho- \.;ho ar(' in po\\'er , Lt ' s tl1c vvl1ites \\•ho are dominating , 
it ' s tl1e whites wl1o l;avc lovely ho usc s, while the blacks live in 
hovels in the ghettos - it ' s the blacks \vho \vvrl· for the whites . 

So , you kno\v, you see this every day that, you ktlo,., , \vhites - being 
\vhitP means, you l>J10\v, all the privilc-;cs aud advantages - it ' s - and 
as you grow up thnt you see that, well , of course there are other 
white i)eo 1)le \vho are o lt)OS ed to the S) stem of apartheid , but first 
and foremost you .fiehting to remove tlle system \vhcre a black man is 
a foreigner in his O\vn country, where you arc voteless and you have 
no political rights lvhatsoever - and in my particular case you grow 
up when, you 1crtO\v, virtually the police uere with uco every day , day 
in and day - you know , day in - every day and every night . 

They ' d come in any time , sometimes in the \vee hours of the mornin~ , 

t\vO o ' clock, and sim:Jly collect my father, ond then \ve 1 d stay for days 
and weeks without hi111, and my mother hnd to raise us , you hnolv , five 
children - it \vas "ery tough on her , bnt also she herself lvasn 1 t 
spared , because they would come and harass her, so you grow up hat i ng 
the system , you grow up hating oppression, you grow up hating apart 
heid - yo ll gro\v up lvnn tine- to do some thin .cr to put an end to this opp
ression - anything to put an end to this oppression . 

It ' s only(?) lvhen you ero\v up that you- yon see that , \vell , the 
best way of c-oing about Jt is not by individual acts of bravery , but 
simply working with an organisational structure or \vi th mnny people 
and mobilisinG people to fight - this is '"hat \vas, you knO\v, taught 
us at a very early age by people of course like my .father , Duma N ok\ve , 
Hutchinson , and o.f course Eli \veinberc; and many such people • 
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So we you c;re1v up kJto1dng that there are people 1-.rho are commj tted , 
kno1dnt; that there nrc people who nrc ready to do somethinc; , and 
kno1-.rin~ that among~t these people are also , yon kno1-.r , Indjans and 
Coloureds and 1-.rhi te people , so tba t t s (?) part o.f the political ed
ucation that we got in ~rowing up - and the Nasuputsela I was re~
errinc; to 1ms basically ~ormed by people like Duma Nol::1-.re and Hutch
inson, and \vC had their ( ?) you kno1-.r, political lessons , v ery elem
entary because we 1 re still very younc; , and ta1dng - goingto meet i ngs 
and sinc;in15 and 1-.rearinc; k~C uni~orm and that kind o~ thine; , so again 
it 1vas a .:.)rocess o.f , you kno1-.r , learning process , learning of' the 
strugt;le. 

And 1-.rhen the bantu edltcntion l'las introduced 1'1C simply o f' co urse didn t t 
go t o school , and alternativ e ed ucation , a1 ternati ve schools ,.,ere set 
up by the k~C in somebody ' s house and that kind of' thing , and kids o.f 
a cert;ain age group nrc put t ogether and some volunteer teachers used 
to come - sometimes they 1vere white , but mostly they were black , be
cause whites \vere not allo'"'ed into the location - so you then learned 
that the struc;glo actually is not simply to replace a \vhite man wi t h 
a black man - this came very clearly ,.,hen the bantustan thi ng started , 
you kno,., , being f'ormed b y the government . 

When you s aw some of the blacks go i n& into the bantustan system -
going into it not to make them un'"'orkable , but going there to make 
them work, and thPy - you - you - i t opened our eyes saying (?) that 
well , being black iF 110 guarantee that you ~oing to be a rev olutionary, 
that you arc goint; to f'ir,ht ~or your people , because some of' the black 
people 1vere in :fact used by the enemy - the black policeman , the black 
in~ormer , you kno,.,, t.he bantustan leaders - so you ' re not ~ighting , 
there :fore, to replace n \vhi te man with a black man - you are .fighting 
to repl ace a whole system , an oppressive system , 1-.rith a now system -
a system that would value h:.tman li.fe , a system that 1-.rould G"i ve people , 
you k-101'1, tile right to exercise their :freedom, a sys tern that \vould 
make people live ill 1' ace in ,:,outh Africa and \'lithin, you kno,.,. , the 
neighbourinc; countries . 

So you ' re f'ighting not just ~or 1>oliticaJ. independence , which is very 
important, but you ' re also :fighting .for socio-ccouomic emancipation , 
because even if yoJ remove apartheid or apartheid goes , you still 
have a \vholo economic system which is entrenched there and it 1 s , you 
kn01\•, run by the mnlti- nationals and by t'I-Je 1·:hites basically, so you 
want to have a system 1vhere the vast majority of the people are going 
to benefit ~rom the ,.,ealth o~ the country. 

That is 1vhy even at that early age 1-.re supported the Freedom Charter 
and 1-.re 1-.rent about publicising the F'rccdom Charter be~ore the M C was 
banned , and even a.fter the ANC was banned 1ve u!::ed to paint slogans 
and distribute leaf'lcts at nigh t , so this \·:as ac;ain an important ele 
ment in my political education . 

lfhat - in the Hasuputsela ,.,ere you a1vnrc o.:: the kind of' dPbates going 
on in the AN C youth league - were yon a1vare o~ the position o~ ~lan 
dela and Tambo in the ' 40s , how t hey chanc;ed in the 1 50s , tho kind o~ 
line the youth leac-ucrs , the ~Iabedis and thr> ones 'vbo became the PAC -
I ' m just wondering- 0 . 1 ., you were a teenaeer , might be a b i t young , 
but ,vhat ,.,a5 tbe kind of' perception of that camp versus the congress 
camp in your mind - did it ever come up i~ your Hasuputsela meetings? 

Well , it didn ' t come up Nasuputsela mectin0s - it came up later when 
we were already in the youth , Mas uputsela pioneers . 
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It did come up very sharply when we >vere alread) in the youth , when 
we were students and bad to - to deal with these issues - t his was 
the time when the l'AC, you know, b roke of'f' .from the ANC - PAC was 
:formed and at a - at a time it - it \vas quite popular \vith the young 
people , especially in Johannesburg , because of' course it >vas very -
the slocan s , very ( ..•••••••• ) slogans, you kno,v , A ('rica f'or A.fricans 
and clearly, you know·, people didn ' t go to debates or, vou know, de 
bate this or that issue simply , you know, it was a lot of' slogan
cering , so it did carry quite a lot of' youna people with it initially. 

Dut it ' s only through discussionc; that you- \ve said and said : All 
rjght , :fint.. , you kno,v , but how do you go about removin{'; the regime -
\vhat are you .,:;oing to do - we raised the question or an alliance , :for 
exc:~mple , the co 1gre~s alliance , which >ve tbouc;ht \vas very important 
because \ve said : All richt, you kno,v , you need also to \vork amongst 
the \vhi te yopulation, you need to worl<: among the Indian population, 
you - you need to \vork amonc-st the Coloured populatio1 -and it ' s the 
ANC in fact that popularised the conce.,)t of' black, blacl< meanjng not 
0111 y t:1e Africans , but black meanin::: t~e Coloureds and the Indians , 
the - you lmo>v, the black majority . 

So it started throuc;h that, winning over thP Coloureds a1d the - and 
the Indians , and in fact 111 lerstandine t" 1at Lhcy, althouuL they ' re 
not as , y-:>u h..110\v , 01-.ressed as the African, iJnt they are also oppressed 
by the system, and there.fore they have a .J..ot to - to - to benefit from 
removi lZ the system - and >ve also \vorked and ,.,ent to - to the Coloured 
youth and had discussions \vith them , 'vith the Indian that \ve managed 
to meet , and iu t h e, you kno>v , A~~C circles \ve l1ad accoss to some of' 
tl1ese younG people and had , you kno>v , debates and discussions >vith 
them. 

Also u.f course it \vas importa:::1t for them to tmderstand the A.frican, 
because y o u live in s e purated areas - the \vhites hordly kno\v \vhat ' s 
happenin g at the time in Soweto - the press was not much (?) actually 
said about ho\v the A:frican feels and >vllat the African thinks and what 
the A:frican \v-ants to do - so :for them it \vas also important to under
stand \vhat the .A:frica., \vants and ho>v the .\.frican :feels , and most im
portant hi~ conditioJ , socio- economic positions, becanse these shape 
the political out - ideolog ical , you lmo,..r, l)OS~ tion of a person . 

And in the discussions >vith the PAC '\\e - 'dth the youth in the PAC 
I think >ve muruged to - to broaden tl1e debate - not just a question 
of , you kno'" ' \vhite and black, but simply a question of \vhat kind of' 
society do you \van t o .rter apartheid goes, sort of in a liberated 
South Africa, so - and in the course of these debates and discussions 
I thinl'- '"e manag ed to educate a number of' young peo~)le , so the seeds 
that \vere sown in those years o.f course sen" fruition in the ' 76 SO\v
eto, you kno>v, u.;_)risines - this didll ' t come, you kt•o,v , a.fter the -
out o.f the blue - they came because of' the political \vork that llad 
c-one, you kno>v, in the past , and this is the \·;ork tbat lvas done mainly 
by the youne , you kno,v, people in the A~.r c and people in the congress 
alliance and , you kuo,v, cenerally the concress tradi tio"le that were 
there and still very strong, after the PAC e;dsted (?) only :for a 
year (Lauc-11) and never had any roots amon~st the people , any strong 
history of' resistro1ce. 

It >vas the A(;C , from 1912 and passed throuc , dif:fercnt phases of 
strugel c , ond I think this is an important sort o.f history that our 
people now are - arc, you know - are usinG a1d benefitjnG from- the 
history of resistance and a history of strucgle , and long traditions 
o:f strueele. 

'vhen you said in the youth, did you actually join the ANC youth league? 
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Yes , yP-s , we formed at the t i me w1Jat l'laS called ASA , African Student 
As s ociatio!'l •••• 

( ••••••••••••••• ) someone who '\Y'as in ASA - so you f'ormed i t when -
lY'hen you lY'Cre at ( ••••••••••••• ) or ( ••••.••••••• ) 

Yes , I - I was at B"t"itzuis - I lvas i n Johannesburc; at the time when (?) 
lve formed a branch :in Johannesburg , and then lY'C also partici pated at 
the inaucural conference that was held in Durban , in ~a tal . 

In ' 61? 

Yes . 

What month of 1 61 was it? 

Oh , heavens , I can ' t remember now •••• 

Dut it must have been earlier in the year - j . t lvasn ' t at the time of' 
the }fi,_? 

No , no , it was early in the year . 

And did it have a long li.fespan •••• 

No , it didn ' t have o lone lif'espan , because that \vas the ti.me of' , you 
kno,.; , repressions - ma•1y of' the leadi·;; members o:f ASA ,,ere arrested 
and some .forced to leave the country . 

Did you hold an of'f'ice or •••• 

No , no , I didn ' t hold an of'f'i ce then . 

The president wos Thnbo Mbeki ? 

No , he wasn ' t the president , t h e - he was one o.f the leAders of' ASA -
one of' the leaders of' AS~\ , b ut he •vasn ' t the president - the presid
ent '\Y'OS - ~o f'or bock I can ' t remember . 

And lvhot ,,as the name or the school you lY'ent to in Jo ' burg •••• 

Brit zi us - that •m s a t11torial colle(Te - T don ' t kn Olv if' it l s still 
there - and lve had - lve used the :facilities of' ( ••••••••• ) then at 
Dara Honse (?) •••• 

Of'? 

Sacetn (?) 

So at that time - you 1 1:"e saying the PAC 1ntd a short lifespan , but you 
.found the arguments 0asy to counter - lvhat kind of' debates - did you 
actually ene aee lY'ith tlle PAC people , did you have joint meetings , or 
'\Y'as it more on fll1 in :formal basis that you discus sed TY'i th them? 

\fell , i.t •·1as more of' an i11.formal , yon kno,,• - ,,e did'1 ' t have sort of' 
meeti·l~S, but like I said , in J ohannc sbu:;.~G that ti.tne , you kno,, , amongst 
the youtll P~!c , becou~e v.f the , you ktlOlv , emotive thi"'!.:?; lY'as quite pop
ular amongst tbe youth , including amon~st some of our , yoll know, at -
.fric..,ds in the same street , in the same Peiehbourhood , so tle discuss 
ions w·cre basically with the people ill the neighbourhood and in l-lpul
malonGe and in , you kno'"" - you kno,, , >rlando 1vest as a whole . 
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And also w-Iwn \ve \vent to distribute some ..:\o.~C leof'let s, you know , we 
used +o e 1counter these young - youngsters \\•ho used to say : But you 
knolv , A'I{C is just a liberal organisatj on - these are Charterists 
and, you knolv, that kind o.f thing - so at that; level we had to en
gage them in discucsions and debates about 1vha.t the ANC stood .for 
and the history of' the struggle and lvhat \·lC \v<:lnted to achieve . 

I \von ' t d1-:ell on this , but I just lvan ted to ask this and I ' 11 get 
back more to theory - but was there any suspicion about the PAC -
people have mentioned that it lvas formed at the USlS and that some 
of the conduct of' I oholo - \vas there ever the kind of' charges that 
when I 1-.ras in the country \vere traded about the AZAPOs and their 
connections - did yon not \vorry, or 1-.rere there actually .feelings 
about ho•v does this :fit in to an international understandinG" of the 
economic programme thnt ' s actually behind the PAC versus the Dlt 
imate socio- economic vision o.f the A~ C - did yon ever l.ind o.f char
acter;.se it or did you think no, Africn for the Africans , it's quite 
simplistic - did you llave - lvas there ever any charges that perhaps 
there \vas backing th<.lt l\'as a bit suspect , or did that co1 .. e out at •••• 

lvell , yes , it did - \vc - \ve \vere a\vare (?) that the PAC \vas formed 
really at US Inf'orma.tion Service, but of' course at the time \vC w·ere 
still very young , we - \v(; were not quite sure \vha.t it actually meant 
really to - 1ve 1 nc\v that say (?) i.f it \vas :formed hy the Americans 
then it \vas gain-; to serve the interests of' the Americans , or was 
intended to serve t1JC interests of the Americans - o:f course these 
were some of the Dr~uments we used , but you lmow, talking to some of' 
the younc; people , you know, it didn t t matter much .for them - they 
said : Look, 1vhat 1ve are .fighting for is to get rid '1f' the \'lhi te man 
here - \ve ' 11 see about the white man overseos .later on - the import 
ant thing is the i\•hi te man in South Af'ric3 . 

It ' s only , yon lmo•v, in the disc<.lssions t,_,at lve reoliseci th~t in 
:f'act tho ucl1 (?) the s trugcle in South Africa ae;a:Ln st apartheid is 
not sim.._>ly an isolated struggle - and tl.is came later \-.rhcn Lutuli 
and , you l;:no,v , \vhen the boycott carnpaic;n sturtcd - ; t ' s tl1en that 
also \ve sa•..r the i nternational dimcn sions to our strucgle , boca use \ve 
are aski1g the international community to boycott South A.frica , and 
at the time (?) in the papers the libernl papers \verc saying : You 1 re 
asking , you l::.no•..r, .for - for suicide - you 1 0:10\\' , cuttinG o.f.r your 
nose to spite fOUr ~ace , that sort of' t it , . 

And in the discussi 011s a11d debates and in some of' the meetings that 
we \'lent to , some o.f the cells , these a.re sam~ o.f tlJC issues that '"e 
raised - later on \'lllcn l'le hoined the yout'1 , and \vhen I join , much 
later , ~rrc inside the co:.1r try, these are t 11,.. tl1inc-s ,.,e discussed in 
the ce1ls - the i1~;ernnti.onal dimensions and a.lso ho\v South Af'rica 
came to be '" at it is - ho•v- apartheid •·m s supported by capita l, in
ternational cal. ita.l - ho•~r South A.fri. en e;ot its \veapons and its 
streneth and its , you kno•..r , internatio 1aJ. stlpport from the \vestern 
countries , and also t;he vetoes - ,.,.e didn ' t kllO\v \vhat a veto \vas but, 
you laiO\v , \vhcn these \vere exercised and, you kno,.,. , when sanctions \ve 
asked :for aJld t11erc \vere tl1e .first vetoes that \'lOr~ used in the UN , 
and , yon l::now, the R ; C leadership had to e.·plain •..rhat this \vas all 
about . 
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been abroad and had been , you kno,., , to some o.f the socialist count
ries and to some of the .\frican cou 1tries, and we ;;rcre able to sit 
and disc 1.1~ s - '"e bcne:fi ted a lot .from tl1e disc11s s :ions that '"e bad 
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at home i '1 the family - and uls o \d th my mother and my rrrand.futhe r -
my grandmother actually , l'lho incidentalJ.y l'l<lf' a f'antastic woman 
she hnd a - a ·1\·o 'lderf11l influence on us c'1 i_ldren , nnd also very comm
itted old lad) - she \'m s l~Tay past 8tJ , hut she 1vas exceptionally good 
in - she kr1e,., urln:i.ldo \·!est very ,.,ell , and she knel.; l'lhere ,.,e could 
put pos t;ers and sluc;nns l'lith relative safety, "nd she used to make 
the e-J.ue for us from .flour and - or pastes . 

So she o.f course 1vas also very reliJious , but yon kno,., , a source of 
inform"tion - a real treasure 1.;hen it came to sort of inform - my 
father \.;ouldn 1 t discuss certain th:ings , but ,.,e l'lent to my grandmother 
and she would be able to explai n and that l~ind of' thine; . 

1vas she yonr father ' s mother? 

Yes . 

Were you - did you have any religjon in your home - were you raised 
,.,i tll any reJ igion? 

Well , my c-randmothcr , yes - my grandmother ,.,as very relie;ious , yes . 

Tell me , how do you assess the in.fluence o.f anti - comm:mism - ,.,hy lvas 
it that the Nasuputsela kids seemingly l'lcren ' t bothered by it , and 
yet it ,.,as used as a l'leapon - it seemed like L he big ,.,eapons o:f the 
PAC lvcrc nnti- com:nunism, anti- whi tism, and in fact it seemed specif
ically anti- Indian , very mpch anti - racinl ~1 ti-non - Afrj cans , but 
also the a;.'lti - communism - one can understand hou racism lWuld hav e 
its attraction - ho1.; did you feel - the anti-comm,m..: sm had an att 
ractioD :for some - why did it have no attraction .for your people? 

1vell , yes , the lAC qsed this an ti- commu .. ist bogey quite n lot , you 
kno,., , to scare people - agai n it was curious tbat the regime and the 
.l!AC here \.;ere on sort of the same pJ ane , same .l.evel , because the 
South African rccime had been , you 1<nolv 1 putting its propaganda 
about hol.; bad comm11'1ism uas , and it l'las anti-religion , it l'las anti 
that , you ~1ow - they are going to take away your property and take 
al.;ay your lvives and your everythinG' - in fnct trying to appeal to 
the Africans or the (?)you knol.; - the African \.;orkers, Af'rican petty 
bourgeois i.e to sny , you k.no,., , commu j sm is a very bad thi'lC: • 

Dut lve were not renJ.Jy bot!Jered because 1-:e hnd people lvho had been 
to some o.f the socinlist countries and had seen .for themselves the 
situation there , .... ..,d ,.,e had no reason to beJ ieve that , you kno,., , 
they l.;ould be telli 1{" us lies when th<..y came back ro1d said : ~. o, we 
,.;ere there and t,1-.is is l'lhat is happenjng, tllis is the sitna-cion 
and lve also be.,c:fi ted from d i scussions lvi th people like Nakc;othi , 
,.,ho had been nbroad a d he came back , and Ilu1 c'Jinson a-:1d the others 
who said : ·,o, this i::, l'lhat is bappenin._; outside South Africa - in 
other words , t11C) )ruadened our hori zoYJ. - \'le salv the world as it l'las 
no,v , much - V1a-:; .3outh .<\£rica was not the 'vho.l.e ,.,orld . 

ife lvere brouG"ht up to 1:1 ~ lieve that the ,.,hole world l'las just South 
Africa - ,.,e knclv not' i '";"' about anythi .... "'" else - nnd the history we 
\vere tn.ur,-l~t at school l~as a history of , yo:J ';.).101-: , the Dri tis11 Ern1Jire, 
and we \vcrc rcadine; about things 1ve never la1e,., ex is ted, things that 
1.;ere quite irrelevant . 
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Dut ,.,11en people come n.nd sui d : In £act \ve salv these things - and 
explained them it roused our interest aud '•'<- ~vented to find out how· 
otller people \vere liv:i.nc in other parts ) f tlle , .. ,orld - and that \vas 
o11e uay of si'1.~."Jly educating the people about sociulj sm , about every
thine; el.se - secondly people got sus.L)icious , said : Uhy is the PAC 
and the regime , the S\vorn enemy , sinu·inc t1,e same song - there must 
be something \vrong- some\vhere - the t1Jird reason was people lvere say
inc; : I .f the recime is so dead scared o ~ corrununism, there must be 
somethi'1.5 good in it after all - if our enemy is so scared o:f it , 
\vhy are they so 5 cored of it , and \vhy Dre they c 'Jni '1~ to ns nolv to 
SU!>port them in thjs fiGht; \vith COlliD11111i.Sm - w·e 1 ve (;Ot nothing ac;ai n s t 
communism - if it 1 s their ficrht let them i'i.:;ht it clone - \vhy are 
they cominc to us now - the people who ore oppress i nG" us arc now 
coming to us for support. - we said : "J o , tbcre ' 5 s orne thing 'vrong 
th\)re . 

And of course , you kno\v , people \vere able to articulate this in meet 
ings - olthouch you ' re pot able to say some of' the things publicly 
because this was the t:.ime \vllen the Al-JC lvos already banned , but people 
could say these thinus i"1 traj ns , and they !'ound \vays o.r , you lmow· , 
speukincr in a very code..! languac-e and , you know, it \ve.1t on and the 
young people nlso carried thi s informatio'1 to the schools , to \vorking 
places , and to tLe ..footbalL , to the clubs , end to tlle dance haJ.ls , 
that kind o:f tiline: . 

So was :i.t more \vord of mouth than reading or did you read any •••• 

1vcll , I think it \vas more word of mouth , bccanse most of the l i ter
ature \vas banned - it \VDS not a vailable to bec;in \vith , so it ,;ras bas 
ically through lvord of mouth . 

So you left in 1 63 - you just mentioned ~DC - would I be correct in 
sayinG you left bec'luse of your NK involvement? 

lVell , I left because the ANC sai d I shonld leave the com• try - it \vas 
instructi.ons .fro;.t the AliC . 

And you - jus~ tell me from 1 63 to now 1~at you then did? 

lve 11 - 'de 11 , T joined the A~C out side , in '.ron7.anio - I 1vent to Tan
zania - Zambia 1vasn ' t free then - stayed in Tanzania for a lvhile -
then I lven t for studies in the Soviet Unj_on, com4)leted my :'-lA there -
came bnck to Tanzania , lvorked \vith the youtl1 secti.o11 , ~md I came to 
Zombj a - \ve formed the At"!C youth sectio 1 here , and I ' ve been working 
ever s 4 1ce with the di.Lferent A.~C structures - wit1J the youth - I 1 m 
now 'dth the eco..,omic unit of i..he A."JC . 

J u L: of conrse I also did a stint in Tu ,gary ror .four years - I \vas 
in the 1vorld Federation of Democrati.c YoutL os l'ln A."!C youth repres
entative there - then I al~o spet.t 15 'mont1:s in Holland lvith the 
Govnn Hbeki Fund , and doin~ a research project - so T 1 ve lvritten a 
book on electronics "ndustry b1 South Africa - r .• C ' s (?) involve 
ment in the electronics industry jn South Africn . 

I ' d like to just ask about this concept 11 on - racial ism - back in the 
' 50s wtd t 6us in Gouth Africa - do you remember speckinG of this con 
cept, the actunl word non-racialism? 

~ot really- not - well , we went throuch different phases - at the 
time i.t , .. •as , you L.~o,v, lvE' 1vere ( ?) speakinc; more about multi1·acialism, 
that kind of thine , but of course c;radua11y it developed i11to a con
cept of non-racioJ.i:-11. 
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In the ' 50s 1..re 1..rere still younu , and o:f course the Hhole thing \vas 
not , yo11 1~--.n; - lvas still fuzzy - it ~.;asn ' t cort o:f v~ry clear in 
our t:tiu<.is , i.Jut e-ll 1·rc lote\v is that ''c arc f'ichtinc- i'or a South Af
rica 1vllure the colour o:f the skln , o.f a 1>crson ' s sl;:in 1von' t.; count -
\ve arc fiGhtinG for a South Africa. \..r1wre, _rou la10w, a.ll shall enjoy , 
you know, the bcncf'i ts uf development a.nd the lWal th o.f the country 
that ' s "'"he kind - that ' s the kind of concept 1..re had - and o.f course 
these, the concepts tl at 1.;ere there i .n tbc Freedom Charter , basic
ally have 't 10 content o.f non-racialism - they nre not based on race 
or rncc domi,ation . 

And again \ve 1.;erc (?) J think ln fluenccd bJ· so11e o:r the things that 
\vera said in the doc1 ~ 1..rhen Handela 1va.s on trial , l'lhen he said : You 
kno1..r , \ITO - \lTC are not (?) against white do•·tination - 1ve are ae;ainst 
black domination - so that , in a nutshell , 1vas t 1e kind of' South 
Africo 'tve - \'lC envisaacd - \ve don ' t lvfl.I t a 1y race domination - nei
ther d...., 1vc ·\\·ant, you kno1'1 , class dominativ - ,.,e do.t ' t 1'lant the blacks 
simply to exist to enlarr,-e the \'lealth of a 1·1h:i.te mi1ority . 

In the ' 7Us 1~en DC people started - late 1 6)~ and ' 70s you began 
obviously rending about seeing T3C cominc- UJ.) in the country - did you 
have any contact 1vi th tilCm - can you tell me ho1..r you smv the nc -
there was the lull - there was a bit of a luJl in political activity , 
and then you Sal'i cominc- up a kind o.f pcli tical id~ology that was 
really opposed to the thing you ' ve been figl,tint; for - how did you 
see it then - did you 1vorry about it - ho'" do you see it nmv - did 
you have any contact 1-.ritll those DC people? 

Yes , we had a lot of' contact with the BC people in fact many (Laugh) 
of' them lvcrc members o.f the .ANC - no , l•·e didn ' t see the DC as opposed 
to the A."iC - 1·:e dicln ' t sec the DC as a - sort o.f an open a.nd no (?) -
lve a.ls o think that tlle - the BC did play D'l important role in poli t 
icisine; tl10 people , especially, you l~o,.,, after the lo 1e period of 
a lt,ll - but i.f yon trace even the hi ~tory o.f tbc PC , many o.f the 
people - sonc of' the "ounder members ,.,ere act11olly , you kno,.,, members 
,.,ho l1ad bee 1 members o.f the .AN"C and s 01 1e - many of them came .from 
A..~C families . 

My ow, young sister 1vns a member o.f DC and sbe came from an AJ'JC fam
ily - and its imr>ortance was that the youth actively ... 1oli ticised the -
the ~'1eople and other young - the yotmc people about - about t'1e stru
cele - clearly '"e had uif'.ferences o.f opproach and method and ideol
oc;y - ,.,here they cm1Jl,nsise the que!Stion o:f the supremacy o:f the col
our in n - a case lil e uo nth Afric'l, lvC or tl c other hand , you know , 
say that n colour - tl'e national questi o · , colour and class, all are 
important in the en sc o:r So u th A.fricn - f' o 1·:e arc not takinr; one to 
t 1

1e vc 'Y exclusion of everything els c - race is i m ... )ortant in a rae is t 
society, certainly - the national question is very important, 'tvhere 
peopl<' n,...c nationalJy oppressed , and class is importa.1t, lvhere people 
are eJ·ploitc..d , so 'tve ' re all takinc- these tiu·ce comr>onents and saying 
the l~ind o" struggle you are .fightinlj' is a · ntional libcrntion that 
is for political and economic emancipation of n people . 

In the discussion lvith - 1vith the BC people ,,..e also said that being 
bl~cl: does not make, you kno1v , a recognition o.f the f'act that you are 
black does not mean that you are liberated - rccoc:;rli tion o.r the .fact 
that you are black is an important eJcment in mobilisi:1g people .for 
the liberatio 1 - and , .. c had a series o.f discussions a~td dis - you kno't·: , 
disputes ,..,.i th the BC people that lve man aced to '"in , Llut I think in 
the end t~JC political position of tl1C ANC c:1.11d the congress alliance 
prevaiLed tu t11e c:xten t that today , yon kno'" , 11ardly u~1ybody disputes , 
you k:J10l'l , t;he importance o.f the Freedom Cha.,...ter ~ and ncceJ?t the Free-

dom c "larter as a blueprint for a f'ut ure dcmoc1·a t1.c n on-rac1al South 
Africa . 
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And like I said earlier o 1 , many of' the yount; people lvho lverc in the 
BC then ore - are 'vi th the RTC nolv - they "found a poli ticnl home in 
the _\.. C tl1at they lvould 1 ever have found in the l1.AC or any organis 
ation lil .. e AZ.L\10 - 1.' . political home clearly 1vos ,A!;C becnuse it did 
accommodate tl1e aSi)j rations of our 1)eoplc , acconunodates the - the 
histories of our strn-:eJc , the traditions of struegle , and o.f c ourse 
the method of strue;c;l c , lvhcre \vC emphasise thot \vc are no\v f'ighting 
of course 'd th GUn i1 1-tand , but also other pillars of' the struee;le 
are the \vorkL g class nnd the international community and moss demo 
cratic o .... ga'1isati 0 '1S :in side the conn try • 

.ro put it in to an ideological .framc\vorh:. , is non-racialism S)'llOnytnous 
lvi t11 the national quos tion - what 1 s the nntional question? 

No , I "lvoulch1 ' t sa:r non - racialism is synonymous ui tl1 !;he national 
question , no - non - rncinlism in - in fact the point is that \ve ' re 
not simvly fightine £or non-raciali~m, because jf you ri~ht "for ~on
racialism it becomes sin~ly a civil ri~1ts stru~ele - ours is not a 
civil 1·ights strugr;J.e - it is a struc-glc .ror the seizure of pcnver 
and its transference to n maj ority o.f tbe pco ... 'Jlc - it is to liberate , 
.first und :.foremost , tl1e most oppressed people , 1vho are the African 
people, but it doesn ' t end there . 

It also looks at the other side , the - t~e eco 1 o 1ic base of - of South 
Africa , and also t0 ~ay that \ve are fic;J "-i,..,, t 11at tl1i.s lvealth must 
be shared equnlly ~v the people of South 6~~-ica, regardless or race , 
colou~· or creed or even se.x - so thot is our nndcrstanding of the 
natior o 1 quos tion , so non - racialism is a '"'o,~m that the struggle takes , 
but it is not the content o:.f the strue;glc, lt is Hot the objective -
\ve ' re not. sin ... >ly :.fi{"ll ti'1.g for non- racial ' sn :for non-racialism ' s sake , 
no - '"e arc :.fi,...htine; :for t'1c liberation -o.r our country - "'\ve nrc fie,llt
inJ to put o.1 encl to n situation \vhich prevails uhere lvC n .ce simply 
foreir ers :i.n our 01m lanrl , lvhere ,,·c hove no votes nnd "10 say , no 
nothin.r;, ond '\ve nre simpl.r beasts of burden for th~ benefit of a 
minority nnct. the mnlti-nntional corporntions. 

After 1JC clcorly had bce"1 defeated and :10t <1ccepted , in the late ' 70s , 
early • 8os tbe question of ethnicity nnd its valjdity came up- with 
the ~cfounding of' t:.• ~ 2lC you had a lot o.r intellectual debate about 
a so-culled .four ntl ',j o ts thesis - did that - \\'as there ever such a 
thesis in the .t\.3C - no\v can you say you S:.Ipport non - racialism \vhen 
you allo\v ru1d in .fact foster an o•~~anisation £or t' e Coloureds, an 
orc-ar.isatj on .for tbc '-:lu. tes - \ve 11 , tlJe Coloureds is a sticky wicket , 
but as nn organisat:i o 1 lilce JOD.AC , on orcanisntlon like KIC , TIC, a 
relense :t-landela co uTittc<' , just as yon b::td the four conc;rcss spokes 
of the lvlJCel i r tl c ' .)us - if someone ,.;ould come nnd sa) : J a , but 
.r •ve just heard you sny you ' re :for the convictio1 o:f non-racialism, 
and yet you condone an ethnic four nntions 1.;1 ~sis . 

Yes , but non- rae· alistn does not mean that poop] e - it doe<; 1 1 t mean 
tbat the ethnic 0r tbe national qnes(.ion disappears - it doesn ' t mean 
that people cease to l><o. Africans because tbcy believe in non-racialit;m, 
or tlwv cease to be uhi te s or Colo urcds or Indians - .fact of the matter 
is that there nre these - the national cultural di.ff'crences and -
and p~"oplc are ei thor ( 7 ethnic or tribal - 1;herc nre di.ffercnces , 
certninly - but non - racialism emphasises t'10 foct that des.~:')i te the se , 
these are not fundamental - the fact that ~rou arc \vhi te and one is 
blacl.:. are simply those accidents of history , 'ivhich should not deter
mine \-tho runs tl1e country or who get::: '\vhat share of the national 
cnke . 
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Non - racialism simply me.:m s t hat yo u transc""dP (?) tl-Jc boL,ndaries o:f 
race in uuit i nt; - tni~e acro s s colour lin\."' , . 0•1 U'lite across trib al 
liTJ.es j_n order to build a - a broad democ~atic un i ted .front to de 
f eat the enemy , to d<' reat a racist regime - · o t that there a r e no 
diff'erences - certai.1ly there are di.ffere·1ccs , like there are dif.f
erences also lvi tl1 cendcr - they don 1 t cease to be there because 
people , you lcno,., , are .fighti ng together - no , they are there - but 
we ' re sayinc the f'undamcntal difference is not a difference between 
the oppressed people or amongst the oppressed people - tl1e .funda
mental di.f.fere.1ce is a difference bet\·.reen the oppresser and the opp
ressed - that is a cruci al d i f.ference - and non - racialism says : 
lvell , lve acce.i)t that these people are different , but ,.,e equally acc 
ept tlle importance of' unitinc- across these tribaJ or racial differ
ences . 

And tJ1e Unity ~ ovcment or the . ational f'orun \vould say : 1ve ' re anti 
racist , lve do 1 ' t recocnise ra c e - this ..:\FC ~ctually uses race and 
organise , a'1d the ( •••••••••• ) questio..J bo,,r f'ar should t"1e oreauis
ation c;o in settinG up non- racial organications l'li thin a frame\vork 
of' a libc,ration movement - I •••• 

1vell , thu peculiar:i.ty of the South African situation 0 is that people 
live i n secrecated areas - \vhether you like it or not it :i s there -
and in order to mobilise \ve ' ve cot to mobilise \vhere the people are , 
and it is a lot easier .for example , for an Indian to eo and mobilise 
the India:1s il" his area , or a lvhite amongst t~e \vllites - you can ' t , 
as an .A"'rican , E;SO and mobilise the whites - ; t 1 s in.)ossj.ble - so you 
make usc of' that situation that you .find yourself in - part o.f the 
process o.f , you l;:no,., , tl1e strugcle is you rccor:nises - you recognise 
the - the pror;ranune::. ( ?) and the obstacles and you f'ind ways of by
pass in.:; them - and "lve k10"Iv that peo,>le live in segregated areas and 
\ve mobilise - we have> to mobil i se - lvC l1uvc to mobilise the \vhite s, 
\ve have to mo'bil:i.s..., t '1e Coloureds , lve have to mobilise t~1e Indians , 
\ve I ave to mobilis(] the Africans , and hm; do von do it - you don t t 
do it by sittjnc b::~ck and saying : ,fc don ' t reco{'""li se these hound
aries , \ve don 1 t recor;nise race - non - racialism Lle;-ns you rccnenise 
it but you do somethinc about it . 

You do something to eliminate racism - you actively .fieht against 
racism - that is the essence of non - racialism. 

1vhat about the .future Soutll Ai'ri ca - people say : Ue ' re fiL;hting for 
a non- rocinl den!ocracy - can \ve taU.: a bit abont 1vllat is envj sac-ed 
there - \vhat kind o..l society, lvhat socio- economic system 1vill be this 
.future non - racial democracy that t s ' belr.c :follc-ht .for? 

'fell , t'1e - the blueprint \vill ht the Freedom Charter - tl1c startine 
point 1vill be the Freedom Charter , 1vhich amongst its eco'lomic cJauses 
says that the la d \dlJ be distributed - in .fact it talks about the 
socialie:ation of the land and nationaliso tion o.f the mono pol) in 
dustries - ho1v i.. practice t~1is is goiuG' to 'vork out of course will 
be left tu - to :;he )eoplc to \vork Ollt tl'C details , but the essence 
is tllat \JC cannot l!~vc a situation \vllere there arc - is huge monop
olies that co·1trol more than 80 percent n.f the lvealtll o:f the country 
and tlJesc arc concentrated in fe\v hands , abont three or four monop
olies - l\e can 1 t have thn t . 

He would need to breok these monopolies and 1ve \:on.ld need to use the 
1vealtl1 of our country to u~lif't tlle standard o.f - 0.f livine and the 
quality of' life o:f our people - doors o.f J.earninc and culture shall 
be open - in practj co \vhat does i t mean - it meUJlS that the c-avern 
mont lvill llavc to build schools . 
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It means that the covernmcnt have to c,et teachers - the covernment 
'"'ill have to do ~ o ::1 I things in providinG housing for t-he peopl e , 
schooJ s a..1d the J Of' 1).: Lals and the roads and t!1at lcind o:f t '1in...; -
all that is csscr,t:i '11. - but mor e than that 1·10 '"l.lso say that , you 
kno1v , that - the 11n li tj cal system that is ;~oi "'l.S to , you kno1-.r , take 
root iu Jouth A:frico is t;he system o:f one pe.cbon one vote basica l ly -
a democratic systc~ . 

Ifill ti.1ere be an cf'f'ort to ensure black representation in the struc
tures beine built '"hen aparthei d ha~ been dismantled in a fut ure 
socio-nconomic c-roun(hvork is being laid J"o asecrt 'tvorh:inc; class heg
emony - there 1 s this concept jn the 1Test of: a"rirJ.Iative action , 
whereby you say we ' re redressi ng the wro1gs of the past , and in fact 
you l1ave a situation 1vl1cre you mi ght be discrin:i. 1ated a.:;ainst as a 
whi te Iaan lJeca usc a black '"'oman '"'ould f'ul~ ill a quota in a aovern 
lllent institution - t11 is is mainly pre - Rcacvn in the States and I 
guess a bit in Dritai.n - is that somethinG 1·rhere you 1-.rould have i n 
South Africa despite the call :for a total lack of discrininati on on 
the basis o~ race? 

Yes , a total lacl;: of' d i.s crimi nation on the - ort the basis of race 
1-.ri ll c;o , bnt t: is is going to be meaniugles::; .: f you ' re not coi ng to 
do somP.t 11i '1~ in order to redrec;s centuries of :->ppression -to say 
that tlw doors of learning to everybody is ttca .ingless 'tvhen peopl e 
have no means o:f either c;oing to school or 0.f bnying books or what 
ever - so lvl'en you say these arc open it men.1s you must create those 
condi ti )nc; ") mnke them rea.t.ly open and cnn')le people to enjoy these 
open .facilities or bene.fi ts - so clenrly, you lmo1-.r , yo 1 have a whole 
ceneratio 1 11ow· of' ldds 1-.rho have been :i.n the streets f i ,·htinr_; and 
very - a 1d c;cncration o:f illiterate l~ids basically, so 1\hot are you 
coinc; to do lvith them - you ' d have to have a special pror;rcumuc.. it. 
order to teach these kids - clearly a.f.firmativo vction bere is called 
.for . 

These arc kids ,;rho 1vere not at school because tllCy -:·Jere .fit;hti.ng in 
the barri.cadcs and also boycot tine; - you 1 d 1ave to have some thing to 
redress tl1at imbalance , otherwise apartheid :i.s c;oi·15 t..:> continue in 
reverse - it 1vil1. be removed .from the etat ute bo, 1 , i. theory and 
1·:llatcver, t.ut it 1-.rill remai'1 if the cconOI•iY still rLiaains in 1-.rhite 
ha.""lds - so 1-.rhat you need to do in nrd<"1 t · •1nstroy apartheid is to 
uestro:' it as a syster•1 - .'"lolitica L, socia 1

, !Conomic system - all 
three - so poli ticalJ y if it c;oefl , .fi!. e, ~ use that , the po.li tical 
base, i, order to crc~te conditions for ~ 1e people to e~joy .freedom, 
ot;herlv.; sc .freedom l·d.J.l be merudnc;less Lf a .>crsnn l:ould continue to 
there i .. the bantus tans and. eke out an e;:istencc on barren land , or 
if the ,.,i10le mi{;ra ·t labour system continue::; to exist , and i.f so man) 
other , you Kno1v , di'Scriminatory laws continue to exist tlJe , you know , 
f'reedom is not coi .. c, tu lJe quite meanitle.ful to the people . 

l<'or it to be mcani ·u.f'ul it has to e cor.1pass the political , economic 
and social aspects ••••••••••••••• 

D 0F SJ.DE m ...., . 

• • • • you ' ve i 1heri t •li af'ter liberntion - a lot o.f ANC people and people . 
in the coutltr.r arc ti10 first to say : 1!e ca1 1 t run the economy on our 
01-m- so you might also find that the same ,,'lite s:..ructures \vill con -
tinue , isn ' t that true? 
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Certain s trncturcs \V'ill con t inue , but t''C"l there ' ll be control over 
these structures that contjnue - you de • t aJlo1v them t;o continue as 
they did before - a mechanism lvill have to be \vorked out to control 
them , clearly - nou i:f \ve are unable to run certain t11ings like the 
mines becanse \'le don ' t hav e the personnel or \vhatever , \'lhatever , 
t!Jose \'lllo l'lill. run t1w Ptines will l1ave to , you knn.._ , be controlled 
by the e-overnment or .·ti'"listry that tlte Government \'lill set up . 

Ho\'l does the - i. tc:r•·ts o!' the theoretical base or ""\on - racialism 
does it relate to thC' i.·ternal colonialism thesis , tbe nnclerstandinc 
of' South ll.l'rica and tue system of exploi:;ation - I ' m just trying to 
understand \'lllether non - raciali sm - \·d ll yo11 see it as a !~ind of' 0 
nice overlay in an aspect of t he strue·c;le , or a peripheral centr al 
iss nc , rooted - yo ll s aiel somethint; obout hO\IT you 1 re not f'ic-hting for 
non - roc ·.alism, but at the same time <..lu you f!ee it as centrol or per
ip:lerol , A'1o"'1 - roc..i..alism? 

1-/ell , i.f l'lE" say \ W 1 re £iellting for a free , democratic , non - raci al 
Soutt ~~rica , then of' course non - racjalism comes in , is one of the 
thine~, rLC'11t , but one can ' t s ay it ' s central , you know, to tlle ex 
clusion of' everything else and evcrythinc else is - is - is peri p h
eral - '"e 1 re sayin..s a.I.L these a r e j ntcrrelatcd in - interdependent -
\'le ar<' f'ic-hti.•G for , you J::no\v , the cma'1cipatj_on of tbe most oppressed 
people , the ~\fric'ln people , and the :form tlle struggle takes o.f course 
is non- racial because \'le invite and acce1Jt and ,.,ork tocether \vi th 
other races . 

But like I said earlier on , it ' s not the e1d , you kno,., , of the struggle , 
or isn ' t yet of' the strugc-le , i s not sim.rly r on - rocialism as s uc:1 -
it ' s simply f'or natio 1al and social emo•"c; .._1at:i or , m1d this clearly 
means that as a :form ynu accept non - racialism - \vC are not fiGhting 
f'or a blaclr man simply because a person is ')lack - \'le ' re not f'ightinr,-
to re1)lace a Dotha ldtb a datonzima , 110 - 1-10 ' re not f' i 'ihting .for 
blac:: domination or \.;hi te domination - \ve ore c::;imply f'i~ht:i.ng to 
remove thnt - even to remove the root couse 0.f thot domination , race 
domination - tl1at is our - our · undcrstru1.dinc; ..rf •1on - raciolism, fight 
ing to remove that root cause o f' race and o:f racism . 

Just a question t',aJ ro Lates to this in terms o:f th eth . .nicity -
there are a J.oi; of' liberals who are desperately crasl.')i.,C' at the f'ed
eral solution - it 1 c:: currently under the cloaJ,: of the I.1daba - but 
I ' m quite concerned because if' you speak to ..,>retty ~enuine 1vhite lib
erals they ,.,j.ll say - they lvill reel t 11at this :i.s some ldnd of value 
f'ree ~olution - it ' s J\vi t zerland - i. t ' s Frunce or the U.S , it 1 s - I 
think to l:hem it 1 s a comfort becousC' it someh(n'l assnres leavinG cert 
ain structures intact and protect inc interests - ont ho,., ,.,ould you 
uns1-.rer i:f a ,.,bite liberal w·ould say : Look , dry - 'V:bat j_s t;his unit
ary one person one vote - ,.,hy not a f'f'C'Pral solu Lion - South Af'ri ca 1 e 
ahvays had the different provinces , it ' s got dif'-"'crcnt race groups 
can ' t '"e have f'edc-ra l.ism , can I t ,.,e l1av-... : rotec io •• of' mi. orj ty rights -
ma:ybe let me take i. t separately, federalsitn first . 

i/ell , tl1erc are ma.ny proposals thot arc bein{~ bandied about - one of' 
them is this one o:r Indaba - but the \'lay \vC see it is t11at these are 
no solutio.1 to the problems of' South Africa - the political and econ 
omic 1>roblems .racine· ,:,out~ Africa today - in a '-.ray these are intended 
really tu en trench racism, not to completely eliminate racism - ,.,e 
are f'irrlJ!;ing f'or a clt..nncratic South Af'r" ca - nol'l in a democratic South 
Africa u,.,rlly do you need those spec i ol ri;;l1ts here and specio.L federal 
ism here and there and th_pre - you are fiGhtinG basically f'or one 
person o::1e vote - "'e i re fight i ng .lor a democratic South Afri ca . 
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The liberals are al1vays talkinc; about democro.cy , t11ey lll'al'lt democracy , 
but 1·:hen it comes to South Africa , \\•hen it comes (I aue;h) actually 
to fiehting to implement this democracy the - the) are 1ot quite 
happy \11'itlJ that democracy - why - liTe are fight ·.,C' f'or a democratic 
South A:f.rica that 1 s based on the Freedom Charter , \11'hich despite the 
fact that it ' s more than 30 years old , still rcmnins valid , and it ' s 
one of the most democratic documents - and I think if people are 
genuine i11 \11'anting democr<:tcy , of course the Freedom Charter is there , 
and it 1:aA'lts a unitary state- .federalism , I don ' t see h0\11' it ' s goinG' 
to solve the problems of South Africa - if' nnythinc it ' s goine to 
create more pro~lcms in the future . 

It 1 s c;oinc; to ere a to serious political 11roblcms 'tvllcre yo11 ' re coin a 
to have , :r don ' t kncnv- , 15 here or 26 ther~ , 2 reserved for that and 
20 res~ "Ved .fo::.., t'1a:; - it nc~ntcs the ver) ._Jri ciplcs of that demo
cratic Jouth Africa 1vc ' re fighting for , so \\"(.. t;;JCrc.for don ' t agree 
1.rith t 1 e Indaba oJ.Jtjon, or k1vaZultl o 11tio 1, or 'tvhatevc:r - 1vc simply 
are f'ir;hting :for :::t unitary South A.f.ricn. 

And 110\'1 do you rcspot-ll to those e;roups 1·:ho 'tvorry about tl1cir cult 
ural nntional identity, i.f they ever culled it thnt - the Indi.ans , 
the Hbi tes, the Coloureds - people 1vho 1vorry '1 1)out the hegemony of 
probably of vhe '"orkinc class but of' the blac\ .. - the African comm
unity - do you think there ' 11 be any scope .Lor reassurance through 
1Jro tee tion of' mi 1ri ty rights? 

\,ell , the> ...,recdom Chn rr.er does suy that, yon knc.nv, t'lis - the riehts 
of '1r tllc (?) natio Hl, i ties of people ore r;oine; to be :)ro tected by 
law , aud i11 .fnct it cvc.1 goes :further - it says that , you kno,,.. , one 
per sou cmmo L iLs ql t the dic,rni ty or ,,.hat ever o:f another - mtother 
natior al Group , and raci~::m is eoiUG to be a pllnishable o:ffc :1Ce , so 
that is nn important <lSSllrance , that you - you - your identity , 
'tvhatever , iS 6'0il18" tO Oe protected - and alS"> Coutil ...\frica iS a 
country of di.l:fere1 t , you k:no,., , nation~\lit;.-s, and 1vc have benefited 
:from this kaleid')SCOJl o.r di:ff'crent cultures , n1d we have BOt a very 
rich culture precisely becnuse of this divPrsity . 

1le are not eoitl~ to try and remove t 1 1 i.s di ve·rsi ty - \vhy ·1 ot - \ve • vc 
benefited from it in terms of culture , in terms of' so ma1y things -
i I; ' s o . ., ly 'tvhen this eli -versi ty is- at tJ e"pens e o.f other pcop Le then 
that is bad - H~len the whites , yon kno't·T , 1onopolisc the political 
and eco.wmic pot-:er for their o'm bene'"' · t - o:f course we are against 
that , but ,.,c 1 d equally be acains t that i :f any other croup wan ted to 
do the snme . 

Just in conclusion - ; s Lt important - 50meone come bore and aslc. in
cessantly about non - :racialism, you asl~ me ,-;hy- do you think it ' s 
an importun t topic - ho\v does it s trH<:.e you - is it a 't'IOrth,,..hile 
endeavour to ask these questions - is it a b:i.t o.f:f !;he mark - is it 
central , is it use.lul? 

11cll , I suppose , y-.>u 1cno1v, it depc11ds on tl'e anclicHcc - i.f the book 
is i1tended :for 1lrinari.ly the '"bite audience , n;..1d perhaps of' course 
it has- it - it ' s very useful - b11t i.f i _t 1 a i1tcndcd , ycu know , 
just for the blacl~ auuience, then :i.t :1as (;o be non-racialism plus 
sotteJ- .i 1c , you 1ClO'tv , becanse the) - they - some people ld.ll .find it 
like '!' .fo•11c. it s t,...._·ance , this non-racialism bit, you lcno,~· - '"c are 
for non-racialism, but 'tll'e are also .for the seizure o.r pO\'lcr , so these 
are not , you lo1o1v - tl1esc are the tlvO side::: "r the same coin , so that 
is ho1v \ve LU1derstand our non - racialism, ar; ac ti vc non - racialism • 

.U::J.J OF INT ..... _{VIL \v . 


