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organising and mobolising white wwiniﬁnaat the

; Ham\d‘ . nrothy
Well, there were people like Errol ahaﬂ#lay, pPToEhy hﬂn#Twu Vera

Fonen and there were a number of trade unionists in the ITaﬁh}ond Lgbzur

Council who I met later. That was from about 52 onwards.

There was a trade union coordinating body called the S5A Tradesand Lamur
Baguneil, I served on the local committee here. That was from 52

onwards, until its demise in 1954, But that is jumpino the qun
? = v - =

L
n‘!r'--'- - :
Let me tell you about the trade unian acti~vitiesynBw. But to come
back the point about the influence of whites, not directly, but trade
: A : alse B ot
union, well, yvou seg|\political classes UETE)EE?USlIJ held, conducted by

some of the white somrades.,)in...together with others; Indians and
Africans who had joined politicd classes and often you had sowmg ot the

white trade unionists, pealle like Handd ihﬂnﬂleu, actually conducted
. - EY Y

lectures.

ln a short while, =
I:E'séﬁ af f~EHe Wit of

that all whites were oppressors and that had to hbe dealt mithugg

Lypical of students=) I also expressed a feeling that (: suppose

through all baleks generallyj=that all whites were Dpp TessOors

N\

A
they had to be dealt with as a group)and..{l was unable to

my own political weaknesses@ lack

iat = ¥ t C ne r caus
A
tanjing3>

moved you Ffrom that DDSitiGH?/)

Well,(gloser contact with the white “9“71&) E.(HEPLIHD them as equala)
nou(anﬁ having discussions. It was a reue&laalan in those early days

Wit
ﬁhat:pemnle should treat you as an equal, visiting their homes.)having

political discussions , engaging in political discussicng)ﬁhrcugh classes

Gﬁd m:&n? E ﬁfﬂ

garlier had. On

o

of the t

!*Uis is what help ed to mit <ig some of wiy i attit udeq)that I
hin Gﬂ

12t really moved me!?s, that is what 275
& P F
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Interview: Billy Nair

ha
%JerCﬁade me become a trade unioﬂisi, <:aéthe fimmt-hand exploitation
lly but of my fellow workers par—
orked, in as shop assistant/clerk and
" I w 0\5 <
@1:#1ﬂﬁ91) That was..

s0 on_ an Aheing paid a
worked there for a short while, then left-the Dairy.

o o 3
e
0
4

Now there also, in fact,it was a wrgse than at the shop. Cﬁithcugh I

w
was paid hetter than the Afrieans. but in the union that we organised,

s

it mme)ﬁtth a union of{ Africans as well as Indian wcrhara;)

| ~C " [ prALS

| A atal Dairy Workers Union.™ 1. became the first Secretar y of . g

‘ ”ﬂﬂ_h('nﬂ Ffor that I was fir:ﬁ.) I just worked therie for six months.
[ used that period to organise the workers. This was in 1951,

-

ﬁDM(ﬁhis maa\af sually(a in fire for me and soon thereafter L

became a full time unctiunﬁry.) Took part in the Defiance Campaign in

19h2. JErawm 81 ohwards I became a full time functionarny ie(; trade

-
(Fru this was after having experienced exploitation at first hand: Fhe
- rer
=
R s S b g as K) . . 3 L A ) T r ' Rl i
horrible conditionse/ visited the compounds. In fact\staved with the
|
frican workesrs were the worst
'5;23'3 ang Juss "1"1\11é|—| £11+thyv and

Se the object in Tormig the union was tf)aﬁ: ally, éxui only ameliorate

their living conditions
igts UEHHT): there was Esp-"

other, they were all beanned ’

K/
C
(]

S0 I)Fc:ﬂr. Qu:k over 16 unions?

volunteers

(;iu i had to actually do the typing,correspon

?fic:ﬂ slees in the office.

full time uncition-—

rican Lyi"evu:LbudEdéQ Zf??um
f::- Vit 90»0" £¢).MM4M(/I~J' fbju,i/wfﬁ’/cr %
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for years until we were ab
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}Mﬁﬁnterviem: Billy Nair
-J{AO 5
(fzyil g%“ ghters. )
(A Ar3m wWas

4

t is actually a8 guestion of the workers regarded this
(Fn merit and merit alone. las he uitHrtﬁgﬁiBag éEmhe actually espou-
sing the cause or nut? fhat was it.)

(=

e <]
20 NEere A

0 What about something that again came up in the 70s, I don't think it
is a big issue, but it had been an issue with 8C people, the idea of
gly blacks can Pp workers. I mean you can see the,lets not take Piet
uEfeﬂﬂkl but some of the ones who remained stalwarts, Ray Simons is

2

| omeane there was no doubt, but at the same time there weren't

any white womrkers. You couldn't say that the whites could identify

i with the working class in this country unless it was through a kind

of class suicide or movement or shift:; was that a factor at all? The

or
m
1]
i

way it has hotly debated? I mean do workers ever bring that up

\ \/ 8

gr is that even in theoretical debates, with people like yourself
*hat how do the whi uF”:‘ f4+ ip visa &8 vis the working clags?

(A.M,l e ogvesh’m of lass?

A Well, that was an i

a an - tegori as s rats of labour,
You have of C“U*SC(;lth{ﬂ the class GETUEEHPEﬁgtgiFDT‘“T of workers:
ie. you ..uc<?n= aristoeYy gis fF labour, white and blue collar workers,

e

{ and then you have,.you .Etéﬁﬁ‘“ shifte that have taken _1acc)eudn @mDnJ
the black ucr”urs,)w:d tnlu.c;:t ﬂECESSETLl::ﬁhP Africans, bubt’l TE/EEY
7 <7nwans and coloureds as U?JQ; where you QE:~wh ough labour mobility
and promotiong; a structure is being

|
called aristocracy being PJUHHWwojﬁdJ but not a formidal

\Jhe are not a force as yeL?) ut 1 mean(;r is more pronouncedanong the
white workers and no doubt there upre;hhhatas.(hs. qu?:es.) hat(there
were feelings expressed often that the white workers cannot be regarded

ven gl A
as workers,s+< as aristrocrats %r labour,they identified themselves
) T o 2
with the ruling class amdAb T r=+ defenders of the SySt?ﬂJ
Now you take the Afrikaner worker for instance; he looks at himself as

as a worker and he gives su

[

t
Natignalist Party but to the conservative ele entsJ like the

nA P - 1 - 2
kawﬂ*”and the Jdaap Marafs. So..
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Interview: Billy Nair

£ 2
A G@ccgnis*ng the white worker ascﬁﬁwhase position had to be reserved
,/g?in terms of the Industrial Conciliation Act that was passed in 192L)
\ This was the deal that was made. And a white worker who fought mili-
& tant battles, culminating in the Mine Workers Strike in 1922, he did

3 / not turn back sipceg, he shifted; there was progressive shifts and a
{ m 'kw - . e - 18 ™ -
A erem dloser identity to the ruling class, raher than identifying themselves

with the struggleé)ur ratheﬁ?%he black murker)struggles.

So this was .expressed in the divisions that took place in the 50s,
in the early 50s when the leadership of the trade union movement, white
leadership, that is, althoughg the leading black workers actually de-
cided to accept the racist policies of the Nat government; in terms of
the I.C. Act, the divisien of the trade unions is a guestion of...now
ironically it was the minister, at that time, said..there were 2L trade
unionists who were called responsible for assisting the minister in
drafting that very law, including the job reservation and sop on; that
is, trade unionists mainly from the white sector.

(mevely)
um.actually(jhey were)reallg expressing the d%mggﬂﬁsz the white mcrkeﬁ)
generally(%ar Drotectiun)and s?&mu you can see%ﬁncrEasing encroachment
by black workers into the skilled reserve which the white workers re-—

garded as their cm.)

' af

e
LCU(thE Nationalist government made it the caonbrstone of its policy
)

that the white workers position is not ocing to be inteferred uitht)

(]

'fhe?e will be no encroachment and this was of course translated into

5D(Phat you therefore have is a nttﬁnecessarlily a class, nat(pnlg a

class division, but alspc a race divisiD;Z or the class categorisation
<;ith1n the working class;x :ﬁJﬁCuith the result the white workers con=
stituting the aristﬂcrasyl L mean(in the main.

(15 o8

h

ien of
Gt
trade unions an QME promotion of blacks intc)the skilled gnd top mana-

[
84]

Now vou have the other position today, after the recogni
iy 8
2 i ] : , :
gement ﬂDSlLlDWSDENd so on, the black worker by virtue .ﬁtha black ari=
tucrag;. by viﬁtue of hls positicon as a...the oppressed and down trod-
bt heis skl =5 ;
nd fsubject to all the racial lams)and 80 on, he cannot extricate
imself, he cannot identify himself rather, from..with the white aristo-

crat. é’fe is still dealt with racially., irrespective of the position

=tfat he occupies in the labour CatEQDIV;>$ch‘W|} 278
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(—Hmtws his S“fffrﬂ

A Su(ﬁherefcre he invariablys during his wnrk.(ﬁehind the broader

struggl%l this: 7 black professional: the doctor, the lawyer and
%(;1/ S0 ON. 4.q¢f (foes ot '.ch,wh.fj i the whvite (abonrs W-’)'MVM‘)
So you hae therefore...or on the other hand, what we have been stri-
ving for, what we strove for in SACTU was irrespective of the contra-
dictions that may exist among the workers themselves, there has to be
a striving for a non racial democratic SA and this was reflected in
SACTU's pwn constitdion. It sought to unite African, Indian, Colour-
ed and white workers.
(Ha\!-nj 5"51]:.1"“"‘“’0

Q And you took it to a point and then at that point is where unity with;
in a BC or whatever would %?V y;s but you see &he black pruFessiapal
or labour aristocrat will)alﬁgvg(fhrnw his weight)in/tu the blac@ﬁg'gmgj&)
the white can never support the blacks, finished. Why should we trust

these blacks. Now(how do yud)get over that final step to say no we

(Hhen conclinfe Ahat wh«'res,ioe;mef [abowy aAstourats o ¥

< o the rw[rvu] b_”\q—tjeo.'sge - can ﬁpuﬂgy ihe
&f’ het Fgm‘:)« fc J‘/\ s '3

Jm;”{

can accept whites? antl~
if we pursue a raciallfexclusivist

. " St L \—> o b
philosophy it will mean that we are not recognising thé reallty)ie. ,ﬁlo
vou take capitalism as such has actually broken down racial and trihaf
values, even ethnic values, for the state to actually set up institu- ﬁ- A

tions like the Bantu authorities and all seperate and ethnic compart- p

A Ja, now what happens you see, alright.(

ments for Africans - ten different compartments for Africams and Indian

and coloured and so on. He has not taken into account the reality, M
that is you find the foces of production, in other words, actually f
speeded away, in fact broken down the racial and tribal values and the N{k

Nationalist government has not been able to address this reality and frf
hence the contradiction that is between the policies, apartheid policies
that they are formulating or have formulated in SA and the reality.
Su(éur approach is maore scientific{} The very shifts that are taking
place in ruling class circles)is...cr the cumpersnme manner in which
they are coming to terms with this reality iéffndiqative of Fha correct-
ness of our 1ine;)ie.(the non-racial pnlicies)that(ue are égyiaé;ngjﬁﬁﬁﬁ_
It is not withstanding the contradictions we have to take a long term
view, bearing in mind thet the reality is black white wdkers work in
the...under the same roof. They are working..at any rate is fantastic
in the early days, from the late 40Os or early 50s, workers, African,
Indian, Coloured workers playing soccer together long before non racial

s lCCET was introduced. This was a reality; that is not withstanding

231
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A

the prejudices, you know, that they displayed as foreman and...to

his workers, white foreman to his workers on the factory floor level.
But come the luch break you found them all in that field outside or
in the factory premises getting together and playing soccer together.

That was African, Asian and Coloured, NOW W38S...

Nop, that was also whites. 0h, yes, in fact in central town here,

ie. in Warwick Avenue opposite the place where I live now there was

a little testing ground for testing drivers etc. motor vehicles, now

this was of course cleared by about 110'clock, at 12, between 12 and

2.00 daily we had groups of workers from municipal and all workers

in that surrounding area, getting toogher and playing soccer for every=-
wone to see. Soccer and games, together as brothers; that was a fan-

tastic scene.

Now this is the reality which is missed by our colleagues, the '

and so on ie. while they are in fact, emotionally they are actually
appealing to the people emotionally without taking into account the
reality that actually exists; even the Nats could not come to terms
with that. VYou cannot imagine you see, that through the struggles

of the workers over the years the impact that these struggles have act-
ually had on the black and white workers.

You found this in areas wtere although racism may be the predominant,
may predominate.in the minds of both...of the white workers, this hos-
tility between black and white workers is gradually dwindling and it

is largely through the impact of the struggle, extra parliamentary strug-
gles over the years.

Now the shifts, just to give you an eg. the shifte that actually took
place(éfter the defiance campaign}(you had the formation of the 1 beral
Eady})nstensibly to break the gaﬁ:betmeen black and white. (After the
Congress of the People in%55 you had the Progressive Party being formed.
- again another shift you see. A parliamentary, although the liberal
party was not a parliamentary party, the Progressive Party was a wider
one, actually takihg up the issue of a non racial SA with all its quali-
fications and so on. But still...and then you found after this emer-
gency in 1960, or the stay aways, protest strikes, we had massive boy-

cottsmovement and even the...sabotage movement, with the MK formation

—=gebe 19671 oward: although there was a tentative move into the laager, but

380
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A

5l a2l /
CﬂQ)IEFTU(International Conﬁgderation uFﬁTrade Unionsl met some of the

vou found the white SA, I wouldn't say radically changing of course,
but the vote, the referendum for eg. in 1961or rather in 1983, 0f
whites only, was expressive of this. They wanted change, now this
chage, the exprefsions for change did not come about through the
will of the Nationalist government or the parliamentary parties, it

was through the impact of the extra parliamentary forces.

Ok, let me just say that I'm not, don't think I have a hand up...
also move on time wise, coz we still haven''t got over the 50s, so
just you were involved with the various unions and then just tell me
again I'1ll get the back ground, but was there anythHng you could tell
me about the 50s that inforced vour non racialism? Or were there any
disputes about it or any%hings gbout non racialism, the formation of
SACTU and that kind of thing?

P\/vwflc
Well, SACTU itselF adopted a non racial policy, belief that no group
of workers cuﬁld be excluded; this was contrary of the policy of TUCSA
which was EmmedVin 1954, where they excluded the African workers.
And cnngresses.ﬁ wgﬁn SACTU became a member of the Congress Alliance

L')-L 'IJ
there were misgivings)that...ﬁQ ogur critics,) that you take for eg. the
( ¢ .i.‘-,'v'}
-

delegates, Minadahggipﬁgé 1959 1 think, where they(offered to give u%
assistance, providing we broke from the Congress RllianceQ and(jhev
alleged that SACTU was actually domingted by the other four members of
this alliance because we uerEEFiFth.(just one fifth of the Dartnershin)
The other four actually dominated.

(Sn we made it gquite clear to them that we were in the Alliance as

equals and were not to dominate each other and the day that the other

congresses forced their will on usﬁlun SABTU(me would simply pull Dut)

Did they at all try to tell you that it was whites, or white communists,
did they ever tpull that one?

Yes, yes. In fact we realised that the Millard and Dejonga, who were
the fellows who we interviewed; Moses Mabhda and I interviewed them
here in Durban and subsequently they met the management committee of
SACTY in Jgberg. Buﬂlﬁhey were trying to H;i-bait us).iﬁuggesting
that the communists ame wwere duminant;and that..or that the Alliance

itself was by virtue of the fact that we were all political, actually

——==@8Uld naturally be dominating SACTU as\gFlLJ in policy making and so

(6

4o p

L2l
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-

(S

b
%N

To come back the Cnngreasqﬁlliance itself, now SACTU found then and
L

with this of cuurse(ge“expressed to these chaps of the ICFTU that &%
f%pitfhas the majur liberatory force embracing African, Indian, Coloured

A on.

and white’bt that stage the SA Congress of Democrats was already esta-
: blished and you had the Coloured counterparts as well. So the partnero
/fj ship originally of Indian and African Congresses together was expared
to include other groups as well: Coloured and white democrats.

A

kﬂnd SACTUy by virtue of its non racial character, includfﬁg whites as
well, although the whites did not play a prominent part.)they were
; -
not dnminant;(the African workers were dominant in SAETU.) But itzuﬁwdﬂ“i

|v
espoised a non racial policy: ie. a non racial democratic SA an Knon -)

nont-racial sulutions)anlvﬁcould pave the way for real freedom in tis coun-

trv.(ﬁ\@WLj

So SACTU! therefore found in the Congress Alliance a vehicle for libe-—
ration in tis country and our policy was, rather our viewpoint was
shown to be correSt in that the NUM or the PAC which broke away from
the ANC or any other political organisation that may have existed
were driven into obscurity. They were just a noise, and in fact they
were an insignificant group. They themselves were dévided into var-
ious fragments over the years. And the NUM, you will find there is

"~ uni .
eeed@ NON Eurouean\muﬁgment .+« there has never been unity.

So we disregarded them altoghether as a force. Their criticisms we
Just threw out of the window becawe they did not actually relate to
the reality that..which is SA...(Now tell me..) I don't know if I am

drifting, you must put me on track.

discipline..) UWe must think about..(I know you want ' ) No, but
that ) rews.I think we are doing fine. It is just that I think there

|
:
Q Ja, I don't even know if I'm on the right track or not. (You must
will be a lot to talk about with getting to the late 50s, 60s.

So then what happened..you went to prison in 657

A Yes, in 1964, (So can you just...) But prior to that of course there
was the Treason Trial in 1956, I was involved in that trial. This was

eeitbON @Fter the Congress of the People. Some of us spoke at the Congress

467
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_. A @f the People. Kﬁen Turnh and I\mhu %ctually motivated the clause
(f? in the Freedom Eharter%m%he wealth of the country shall belong to
< the penple. This was cited in the)speeches that were made, they
were cifited in the (Treason Trial against us in 1956)ard other things

that we were supposed to have done that were held to be treasonable.

0 Now can you talk a bit about that mhule clause because that is the

one that causes a lot of people t“o%?%gugﬁules‘ reading. I mean may-

be the government because it indicates...

End of tape.
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