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• .•• start out by aslcine you when you were born and lvher0? 

lvcll, I - I -.;vas born ;n - in Natal in 19.:::;.::; , 27tll. October . 

And 1vhat 1dnd of' '- "lC1r0round 0 ' 1 you come fro.., - 1vere your ,~.1~r"'nts very 
politico 1 , ,•erP t 1 le I - lvhat l<.ind of ,,.-ork did t 1 oy do ;::!Tid -1 i i it have 
an effect on yol.l? 

It did - actua ll)• -i... t ' s n very diff'icuJ t question - political or non 
_:>olitic,l in tt>e ::outh African ~ense, but my parPnts had - ;,rerP people 
of "' VP..,..,J 1-Ji~h moral inteerity, to bec;in ,.,it, , lvhich infected all tl-teir 
children , I would say- in a particu.lar ~·my lvit:'-1 re , as a f'irst born , 
becau!'!C ..: then cre\v up , I think , witl-J a rnlativoly hieh senSP of just
ice , qnd i t 1vas for me h'l.sically fron that moral point of view, t o beein 
lvi.th, that ny ·nvarenoss fon.nd a b"'sc , bec<ntse I rebelled no t only ~t 
one of the eorliPr stnees aeainst thn <1_uestion of black , l\•hite dicl otomy 
in South '\.:frica but in a way I waor:; ~lso alvare of tl, poor , ric~ ... dichot
o y, \vhich t hen tended to have this racial overl,p in the So ..tth African 
ron text - I wouldn ' t say that is typical o:f ever.~ yo .. ,ne black South 
Afr.:.c')n , but I ' m talkin~ of a particular case . 

I became conscious of the question of' rich , poor - ,!)roba1lly to a cort <1;n 
extent as \vell t',is ref'lected the \\·hole Chric:tian relicious bacJrcrotmd , 
Fl>icl, most blacl{ Sout, African h"'VP to develop :from in the context o:f 
the relat;ons1 lip lvitl, their paren t c; and the conununity , the immediate 
community that is. 

When you lV"ere erolvin..; up what part of' Nota 1 was it "rom - what area -
lV"hat erotiP area? 

I 1vas fiCtually born in Zululand and c-relv up th0.,...e in Zululand - alt houeh 
there were re311lar periods ,.,hen one would go to - to Durban and the 
other urbu.n qrer-c:, but I bnsi cally come f'rom - "ro- the countryside of 

ato.l, not fr1r i'""'om '"here 0-Atl" 11a Bu-chelezi st"lys (l 1.ueh) 

And \V"hat did your parents do - ·v1<: your father lvorl~in::_: in Zululand or 
did he leave - 1·as he a mi6rant? 

As \vhat? 

Well, as a - as a tcncher - both my parents have been teachers . 

Do you have a first name or surname? 

No, I jusG have Mzala. 

Gro\ving up in "that rur'-'1 c:£:>tting - \verP YO'l ahv-ays in "the rural - ,.,ere 
you ollV"ays i.n Zululand 1vith your schooli.n.,. or lV"Cre you sen~. away? 

Well , I was - I schooled -chere :for q ahor"t 1~ile tm"til I did my - ~y 
Standard Five , anC' then I went 1-o S"t 1dy in cl1e Cape , becau~e l'lY parents 
1V"ere in ceres "ted "tha" I should s"t 1dy in Ent_lj c:; 1 becnnse '"e - 1,l1ey Sa\v no 
no reason w·hy I J:-.·Hl to do some science subjec-cs, even at -cl a"t early 
~tn~c in- in Zulu, os dic"ta"ted by "the ban"tu education syste1, so I 
\vent t;O s-cudy in -che Cope from primary. 

Was tll[lt a :fac"tor "thac you \V"en"t from n Znlt, area to a Xho~a area - \•'as 
-cho"t - beine; in Zululand you only ,.,ere Td-ch ~uln peopl(> mainly, rjeht , 
And then suddenly you \vere \'lith people ,.,,.,o Apoke a slightly diff'eren"t 
lanc;unc;e in Cape To,-m? 
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N. 1fh<'~"t is "the suggestion in the ques"tion? 
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I 1 'll no"t 
i'or yo 'l 

nnyhe 

I ' m jus"t saying wa~ i "t a fnc"tor -
I ' m s,ying was i"t a ~ac"tor ~ 1: all 
fac"tor 'vas Cape TOM1 ' ~ a bit; ci ,;y 
rela"tecl , but I ' m just wonderinG• ••. 

sur;{~·estinG ( •.•.••••.••••• . ) 
1:0 be - mnybe "the bigger 
"the t'vo languac-<"'s are qui "te 

Well , I "think in my o1m view·, firs "t of' all be ·ne in ·a"t"'l i"tgelf' was 
l'l ve-ry hie- f'<lc"tor , _!?r~rt icularly in ,;he comnryside, becan~e I crew up 
be inc- very aware of' ,;he presence of '"hi. "tC' f'1-rmers , and I srnv a lo1: of' 
cruel"ty me"ted ou"t "Gains"t ,;he people - T smv a lot of people beine 
evic"t€'d frort "the:i r :farms , "'lnd my f'"l"ther 'v<'S the "type of person who t d 
rela"t e v0ry clo~ely wi "th people , and I remember many occasions "\vhen I 
w·onlrl ac"ttmlly exL>P:rience a s;1:ua1:ion "\vh<'rc these people in "their own 
coun"try w0re alrnos "t w·i"thou"t a coun"try, or r.,,;l,er "they 'vere ac"tually 
wi "thout a coun,;ry - "there was ,;ha"t contradic"tion. 

Now movine "to "the Cape probably only broadens broadened one ' s per-
cep"ti.ons of' vou"t11 African pol; "tical reali"ti CCI in my own view, one of' 
"the bic-gel'l"t advan"taees one had "there was tha"t I sor1: of looked at; "the 
"\vorld beyond t;he confines of a rural Na1:al sP"t-up - one beean 1:0 be 
awar0 "tha"t i1: 1 s no"t just Zulus "tha"t exist t;here, "there are other peoples 

Incidentally, the school 1:ha 1: I "\ven"t to di i no1: only have Xhosa spe<Jldne 
people, students - i."t 'v'"~S n mission scl ool and many pnople '"ere "there 
from almost a 11 e"tl ·nic groups, so much. c::o thn"t lvhen i 1: "\vas "t im<> for 
vPrnacular lang.:ta.:;es , ,.,f' "\vould eo out in"to alnoct five or six different 
groupe; and come baclr "to c;t;udy t he sciences <"~nd "the otl er snbjec"ts "that 
were tnu~ht "th<"'rc, so "thnt; I ,;hink it had "this par,;icnlar effec"t t;ha"t 
i 1: broadens one ' s conccp"tion of the problem~ - one 1vo~ able to rela"t e 
with othFr pnoples from - from thP diff'eren"t par,;s of Sou"th ~frica, I 
'vould say. 

lfha"t "\vns 1: 1-:t~ school - do you think that your experience - just from '"hat 
you' ve studied about tl1e ye::lre o:f tl,r coneress allinnce - do you "think 
that 1:bcre 'vas a dif'f'eren"t kind o:f Pthos tha"t 'vas prcv:1lent in "the years 
that yon w11:re grmving up in the • 60s in a mission school in the Cape 
it wac; interestine and llnique t ha "t you had "the different groups , but 
:from c:ome or thP people - I ' m juc; "t com::_Jar:in.::; your generations - t;he 
people I ' ve in"tervie,ved '"ho erew up in the ' 50s ''ith a coneress trad
ition that "they 'vere very aware of - t hE're was a differen"t approach to 
seeinc Coloured comrades or Indian - "they "\vere seen as conrades - was 
th 'rE' an.r s~n~e when you "\vent tl ere - ''IDS it just Africans at the school 
you 'vere at? 

Well , it "\vas an Af'rican ~chool , but beinG' a mission school , I think like 
the - the others, the te"cl:lers "'ere white - anrl by t hP w"'y , in the $Ch
oo 1 its elf, I thin1< t11.i~ is "l·:hcre one also smv tl <' ~e racial di f'f'erences 
no'v in the sense that onC' , "\vhereas this "lvas a school s c-t against the 
back:;round o;f a Chric;tir>n relieion, ,·hie, teaches thDt people are equal 
thi"' if' ho,.; lve h::td been brought up hy our par<'nts ac; yell as in t he 
CIChool i t self' - ho"lvever, there ,.,ere "'Ctunlly clear cli~tinctions in thr> 
school"' in term - in the school in terms of the places 'vh<"re the blaclc 
teacherc; lived and "\vhere the w} i t e tea.cherc: lived - thP} occupied bung
alows ond ,.;ere mvare and werP very conf'cious, and tbe only criterion 
whic1, every gtudent in t:Pat J:.·ind of' c;et - up could [lttributP 1:0 th~t dis
tinction "Iva~ the question o:f race . 

faybe it is not snrprisin:_,, tl,e.,...ef'ore, that one ' s ele"CIPntary rebellion 
against tl:le system assume0 t he ~or"11 o:f our 1oral ot jection "lvi t hin our 
local environment to thnt rncial distinct ion that exi~tcd , because to 
us it contract :.c t C'C'I the ~vhole b:lc;i~ of' OL•r education -rron the Chri~ tian 

point o:f vie,·r , , .• l~; ch 'vas the nain ideal ogical b"'sis of our understanding 
and outlook of' tle ,~rld at that time, and also f'row thA point of view 
of pure moral educ"tion -rrom your parents, Hho say to you - yo..t mus t not 
steal - you must not treat your sister lil;:e th.,t. 
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. 1. That .forms o.. kind of' basis f'rom which t hen you move "to .fo..ce the ,Torld , 
bu"t t "ltc lvorld l\'<.tS no"t e:xo..ctly lvho..t , .. <> had been broll~ht up to know· , to 
understond, t o apprecio.. t e , to value, ~nd t o admire from t hat mor<:~l 
poin t o:f vi':!~.; , o..nd t hen on<' rebelled - probo..bly t l 8 t ' s 1o1hy o.. t a certo..in 
staee I lvo..s PXpellecl from t ha "t school, prccis<'ly because lve happen ed 
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t o knolv t ha t t h<> t <''"IChf!rs , blRck tC' nchers nnd lvhi t <' t eachers lvere no"t 
~ettin e the so..me "Dl<>r.r, md ue lven t on s t rike and I '"as one of' t he 
t w·o c: t udcn t s lvho l·!U~ - lvho ,,·ere expelled for lln.v:ine pa.,..ti cipat ed i n -
in lead inc; that strike . 

Hm..r o l d were you t hen ? 

I mus t have been 15 - I lvas very smo..lJ, I 1vo...s very yol.U1G'• 

'\nd so lvhat did you do nf'ter that, once you W'r<' kicked OLlt? 

Well , w-hen I lvas 1cicked out :from t he ~chool, :first of' all I lvRS de
t nined irtm<'diat ely - o..c tually t he - t he people lvho came t o fetch me a t 
"the school , nnd I lv:-:t~n ' t c:n'lare a t t hat s t au"e , w·ere the spC!ci<"~l branch , 
and t ha t ' s 1lOlv I ..:;o t de t ained , a n d t hen th<'y lvere ques t ioninG us -
lvell, t hey quef'!tioned me because I 1vas t hf' on l y one lvho lvas de t ained -
'"e werf! t uo who l'l<'re expell ed , but I 1-.ras t l-Je one lvho was de t ainec'l by 
t he specia.l brwch ;:md tl PY l\·ere que!" t ioninc; my polit ical a"f"ilia"t ionc; 
I l'las not ;:>oli t icn11;. af'-~"iliated a t that sto...ae - althou~r I ho..d a very 
close .friend lvho lvn c: c: lightly older than mc at "that time, loJho also I -
I guess , had some in"luence in one ' s development- i t lvas \braham T iro •• 

1fas he •••• 

• • • • and "they ques"tioned me a lo"t abou"t - abo n"t Tiro - he lvas not, a1. 
-c he school but he> - l1e periodically came -co thA school and I - I happ
ened -co 1rnOl'l him - I lvas - I was close -c o h:im in a lvay - o..nd -chen I 
had "to c;o "to ::atal - my paren"ts , af'-cer one lvo..s rele<1~ed f'rom cle -cen t ion 
i "t lvasn ' -c a long period ac"t ually - I l•'o..s cle"t<rined f'or jus"t sliP"h"tly 
over "t;l'/O l'/Ceks - I -chinlr i "t wae abon"t 16 day~ or so - there 1vasn t -c much 
"tha"t "they could ge "t - you know, I could cive , becousc I 1.;os jus"t -ca¥in~ 
a s -c and of' sayina -chat :r -chink "things are lvronc and T repen"tcd "the very 
same ~rievnncec; 1.;hich I said at; che schoo l and - ~nd I lvas released, so 
I a "t"tended school in - in 'H a "tal a t; ano "ther school , ,.,here , :i.nciden-cally, 
"the f'ollo,..rinc year I l'las a ls o expelled :fro.., t h,., "t school for dif'f'eren-c 
reasons bu"t l\'hic11 nJ.so moved f'rom t;he - -f'ro'll "t h<' E= '"!me bo..si ~ , and "then 
I lvas chL!re;ed "t O - lvell , "to - t o "trial uit; h ho (?) s"tudcn-cs , charged 
:for public violence . 

From "the ac"t ion o:f "the school? 

From "the - ja, f'rom "the act ion of' "the school "the :follo,.;:i.nc year. 

1fha-c kind of' - lvha"t loJas i "t involved in ~encrally •••• 

You see - incidentally, a "t "tha "t school our s "trike coincided l'li t h -c he -
,.;it; h o very in"t ere~tinc; period i n "the his t;ory of -che s "t udcn -c s in Sout; h 
Africa , nnd also t; O a cert ain ex"ten "t l'li"th -chc black worlrers , t;he 1972, 
t 73 s "trikeq - I t;hinl,. "to a cer"tain exten-c ,.;e lvere boradly n manif'es -c
a "t ion of' "tha t; rebellion lvhich lve ,.;ere very •nnch ,cquaint ed l'li t h , al 
"thouc;h ,.,e had our Dlm local grievances - t;he kind of' -chine ,.rhich you ' d 
~ee , f'or incotancc:>, in Sout h Af'ric<J t oday, where 'orkers jn "' part icular 
f'ac t orv or s t uden t in a p<"~r"t icular "'chool have c;o t specific grievance"', 
and o "t he>r<~ else,.;he:re have go"t g l<5o "their own spoci f'ic e;riev'lnCE"f' and so 
on and so on , but when yon look a "t t he whole phPnomenon you ?ct ua lly 
see t ha t t here is a na"tional revol"t, ~o lve l'IE>re part o:f that; revol"t in 
t he eeneral sense, but we had our Olm particular problem"' "th"l "t we f'aced 
at "the cochool , ~ich were not clE>arly articula"t ed as pure poli t ical , 
neve>rt heles s l·:hicl1 bad a poli "t ic<tl essence . 
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H. I t hink I can c;o as .far as t b"l t - I ldsh I coul d ac t ua lly discuss '\'lit h 
you o t her ne t <J;ls and so on - i t' s just t hat i t '\vould , i n t he l on e; run, 
make i t obviou"i lvho : nm, t ,at kind of' t hing , but I ' 1 1 cive y ou as muc h 
as I cnn and g_::: I 'fee l you .:.. you nc t ua l ly n eed. 

J . F . So t his is s t il l hic;h school - did you. - t hen you lvere t ri.ed an d ..... 

}1 . Ja , t hen ue 1.;ren t t o - w·Pnt t o t rj a l and t hen we 1•ere sentenced t o six 
mon t hs but suspended for ~hree yearF . 

J . F . For publ ic violence? 

N . Ja , for public violence . 

J , F . 

l .. . 

J . F . 

H. 

J . F . 

J . F . 

N. 

J . F . 

An d t~~n aft er t hat you couldn 't e;o •••• 

Then t hey t ried t o - '\vcJ 1 , I - I - I 'l.vro t e my mat ri c - inci•lenta l ly , 
lvell, I - T - I :>n<~~od i t, hav ins- included t l·:o more subjcct c: , which 
me:1ns t r-:~ t my -nat ri c ac t u"'l l ly I d i d ei3ht subject s - in Sout h Af'ri C "'l 

you do c:; ix , T did eir;ht - fort un a t e l y I passed al l my subjec t s , and of' 
c our5e t he t w·o subject s '\ve r e out side t he main cert i .fica t e - t hey had 
t he i r own c crt if'ic a t e - and ~hPn I ~rie<'l t o c;o t o Fort Hare Un i v erf:ity -
"\vaa rc~is~ ered a t 11'ort Ilare - i ~ ' s one of t he mos t in t ~"'res ~ ine t hin cs . 

I was regis~ered a t Fort lTG~re , b•.l~ lvi~hin a '\..reck o ~ regi ~ ~ration I was 
called t o t he office of t he r eei .. ~rqr and T '\v~c; m!'lde alv"rE" tha~ I ' m de 
barred from a ~~endine ~ publ ic s c hool af'~ er regi. c;~ra~ ion, and ~ha~' s 

how I 1 ef't t l e university - t hat ' s 1..rby .... lef't - I tried t o fin d out ho1-.r 
am I debarred - I ' m no t bann ed - so i t was very c l ear t hat my n ame mus t 
have been submitted by t he specia l branch po l ice , because art er our 
t ria l - bo t h bE>forc and aft er our t rial , our publ ic vio l e n ce t ria l, I ' d 
been de t ained by t lwm a '3 1ve11, so I had t o recis t er ,.;i t h UN IS 1\ , which 
had t o be t be f'ollolvin~ year , l:.ecnusc I had t o - had t o s t art doin g 
f'One t hing - t hen t he n<"xt year I t ried t o - t o en t er t he l!niversit y of' 
Zul u l<md - I f'onncl t ha t t he door~ aga i n 1-.rere barred t here - in f'ac t I 
was t o l d about t he suspended sente n ce , lvhich lvas a bi t ~ trance be c~u~e 
t here lvas no lin k up b<' t '\veen t he suspension of' t ha t sen t ence a n d my 
ent E>rinc; a universi t y and so on .. 

So I had t o l·mi t for somn t hing l ike t hree ye<tr!'! , so t o say , nn t i l I 
appl iec" - I kept on npplyine mtil I 1-:as :1d..1itted ac;ain a t t he lJn iver
sit y of' Zul ul'l!ld "'inally, bu~ t "'"len t J1ere l·'a"' t 1 e So,.;e t o uprisin g C\.Jld 
I t ool: part in - and 1 e.ft t he coun t ry l~mecli~ tely. 

You t ook part but ~rom ~atal? 

Ja , from t he Univerc:i. t y of' Zul ulan d , lvhere I lvas a - a l a-r;v s t udent. 

You t ook pr~rt in t erms of' ra llies and support nnd act ions in support 
of' i t? 

l{e l l , we t ook part in rt c; ~ ri1\:e t 11at P.nc1 0d u_:::> in t h<" bannin L ( burnin g ) 
of' t h<' trnivt:'r<>it y , but (?) some of' t he :fellolvc; t hqt I see you (? ) hav~"' 
t here , lilre ~-last er KiPS Gunede ( ? ) and so on , lho by t he '\vny , was i n 
~he s[l.le SASO bronch vi t h me . 

So 1-;hen did you ee t in t o SASO ? 

I go t in t o SASO ac t ual l y in 1973 . 

And before t hn t you lvere ac t uall y oreanisr~tionally - had you been af'f'
iliat ed o t a l l bef'ore t hen ? 
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I ' d never - I ' d never af.fi l ia t ed t o a - .,n) '3~ec:.p · c orean i .. <""~t ion. 

lfhy ,,.,!'! t ha t - '"as t ho t bccausP you lverc - t hat wnsn ' t because y ou 
weren 't nolit i ca 1. - lvaE t hat becau8e t hc!:'e lvasn ' t an oreanisati on t hat 
you fel t -you sh6uld eo t o or •••• 

You see , T t hink t he reasons are t l e .fo l lo1vine; , t h-:tt one , durin .:; t he 
t ime of ..,y involvement a t high c: c l ool t here 1vns no - t here was n o h i e;h 
school "' t ucPn t s ore-ani .. a t ion a"'lon g blacks a t t hat t i:1.e , because if you 
remember vpx;_• 1vell SASN came aft <'r t -,e -f'or 1n t ion of SASO , and by t he 
t ime I '"a~ in a po~it ion t o j oin SAc-o , t hat' !'i 1vhen SASM came .,bout, "'o 
i t be l ones t o D .:;enero t ion of - '"ell , I guess i t shoul d bf' ny c-e>n era t ion 
but I me~n s t uden t s '"ho Fere yol.Uleer t hnn me i n - I mean in t he a c a 
demic sense , so t o s~y - ., t on e s t 1C' - well , t here ' s one -that ' s on e 
fac t - t he secon c'l f1c t - :f"lc t or if! t ha t I '"as ac t unlly asked t o t~ke part 
a t a ce.,..t ain s t aee in t he f'orma t j on o.f NAYO , and I part icirat ed i n t he 
preliminary di .. cussions •••• 

I t '\vas t hP Na tional Yout h Ore;anisat ion , but I lvas in - in Na t nl - I lv~s 
wit h people lil;:e Themt o nubhelcR , ~1andla Lon.;, , but t hen my di.ffi c ult y 
in t hat sense lvas aJ so in t ha t I \vas based in - jn Zulul and , so t hec;:e 
are t he :fellow·c;: I lvould only nee t lvlJen I was comin..; t o Durban , and 1vhere 
nnyway I already had t hj <> close link lvi t h SASO and I T.;n_s 1•i t h some of 
t he f<'llo,vs lilre Terence Tyron e , S t rini 'loodley, Sa-chs Cooper , Ra l ph 
Meijima and all ~, bose .fell ows e~ t -cha t s t aee - Nkose~z,n Dlamini . 

And -chen you lvere in SASO from r 73 and you lef t. in 1 76? 

And ~;hen I lef-.:; ~, be cot n t ry in ' 76 . 

Did you have a posi-cion in SASO , any off'icial ? 

Let ne not tell you (Laueh) 

I had - let me just say I had , but I jus -c don '-c wan t -c o •••• 

Can I say nn office beorer, an execn-cive member •••• 

Ja , I '\vas on office benrer in SASO . 

Jus -c -ca~ i n3 i -c back, werP your parents - you erew up wi -c h -.:;his idea of 
moral imperatives , b11t 1vere t hey a t ~ 11 orcanisat - did t hey calk abo u-c 
-che ANC or !'lny ore-ani <>a t ions in -chf' home lv en you lvere growine up? 

1fell , no t specifically - -chere 1vere e;ene-ra l commen-c s about t he> in j us t ice 
in t he conn-c ry of a broad senc;e , but no t abotl,; -che AYC - you see , I 
mu"' t make i -c very clear -chat, you SPe , t he a t ti t ude of my own parent s 
lvas -cha -c ,;hey did no t ac t ual ly lvan t -c o enconr~c-e me t o be involved pol
i -cic'llly , despit e t he f'ac t t ha -c t here lvere occa~ional slips '\vhen t hey 
were -c alkine; and T lvould - I would h<'or t heir mvn v i elvpoint about -che 
sit ua t ion c-eneral ly - I ' m -che one lvho 1ct nally fi -c-c ed in -cbe f'lesh t o 
t ha -c moral skelP-con , ,;he poli -c i cal fles"i-} - I don t -c know· ,.,he -cher I can 
say I lvas influenced , or ra t her i t lva ~ de t ermined by t heM or n o t, but 
1vhat I c<'l.n s1y is -ch'l t t here was a q t ronG nornl jnfluence in my - in 
my - in my developMent in judging lvhr~ -c lva~ ric-ht nnd lvh ·n '\vas "lvron g in 
-che coun t ry includinc- , I believe , a cert ain e l emPn t of - o£ rebellion . 
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But did you ero1-; up before you me t 1\brCll-}am Tiro, bP:fore you c-ot more 
well read ( ? ) or mP t people yourself - did you gro1·r up lvitb an under
s -c andinc- o:f lvna -c "C h"' ANC repre~en-c ed - I ' m jus-c in-c eres t ed in wha -c -c he 
percep-c ionq of' people lverP, becau~e some people ~~id -chey c-rew up wi"Ch 
-chis unders,.andinc; :from -chcir paren-c s 1;ha1; 1;bere were those peopl e '\l•ho 
-cried bu-c f'ailAd , or some people even had t hi8 idea of' - -chis nc;gressive 
kind of' hos ,.ile vie1v of' j"l, '\vhere ' s -che MJC , -chey1 re f'ailures . 

I mus t be :fr,mk 1vi -ch you - \vi t h me I did no t knmv about t he ANC i n my -
in my younc; days, unt il , I -chinlr , I '\vas a "C t he school in t he Cape -
t his should be 1vhen I wa q do inc- wha t w·e rec;nrded ;v:; S t and-:1rd Seven , so 
t o say, bnt even t hat \vas n very ca~ ua.l knolvledc:c , lvhich t ended -c o be 
more o:r a.n a~socia1; ion jn D his t oric or(? ) -c radi-cionnl <3<-nse t-li "Ch 
certain leaders ,-;hich one considered as out c;tandina spokesmen , repre~ 

cn t a t ivcs of' our people - J n t uli , }!andcla, Si~ulu, Duma. NoklVC and o -chers 
nnd -chon i "C sor-e of' bu.il t up ,s-rDdua lly in -cl-Jat sons e 1 but even -chen i -c 
-che A~C wi-ch me did no t rec;j!'l t er i tc; cl:f in a. - in a :forceful l-lay un-c i l 
a t a very lat e c; t acc , un-cil a t t hP qtace lv11<'n I: b<'ean -c o pnrti cipa -c e 
no1v in political deba1; e 1 d i c; cussi ons , r>art icularly w"h0n one joined S '\SO 
t hq-c ' s lvhen I began "Co - "C o par-c icipa.tc '1C"Cively in -chat kind of deba t e , 
and ~he ~TC t hen bcc:an t o fea t ure mor<- prominen t ly in one ' s mind as a 
:fac-cor tha-c has -c o be reckoned 1-1it h in "C Prms of j ts appro'"l.ch , i ts ide 
oloey and so on . 

No t in a refined sense , not in a - in an erudi-ce sense , so t o say - in 
a very eeneral sense - I hope you - you ge-e my poin -c. 

But ho'\v did i -c :fea,.ure I ' m just interest ed - lvhcn you co t in t o SASO 
:finally, you ' d had this ceneral understandin~ - f'rom some people ' s de 
velopment nou you cret the fee linc- t hat mnybe 3ASO lvU!'l :full of' a l o t of 
people lvho lverc just criticising t hC' ANC sa.yincr t hey ' d done not hing (?) 

Tha t ' s no t t rue - thClt is no t true you ~eo , :firs t of all , s t art ing 
tdt h the :first qtl.CStion - you see , it featured in t 1e sense t ha t here 
lve .found ourselvec: b<-in-1 student q , and one of' t he ba.~dc criticism -cha t 
we ' re mali:ine or ourselves , self- criticisms as black studPnts - \\•e w·ere 
c;ayinc that lve ar,... ostr~cic;-ed from the col"1l.lunity - lve nre ju!'l t enclosed 
:.n tribnl college~ - lve have to be p<1rt of' the community , ,.,e - lve - \ve 
cone :from the cor:lrlunity - and i.f you ' ll remembE-r very '~ell there lvas -
actually one o:f t'I-Je noqt b~sic policy appronches of' SI\SO was thnt '\ve 
are part o-f' t he communit b€'fore we a.re a !'ltudent - yon nrc not a stu
c'lent :first and then you join the community, so to sa.y, '\vhich '\vas me~t 
or cours<- umonc other thin as , to encoura.ce ~ t udont involv€'ment, not t o 
postponc or to procrast-t.n., t e one ' s involvement- t o fccl that lve have 
a dll.ty to perform :tt ever} level of' our ~tudent dayE' - not·r t hat t s one . 

Dut then secondly , 1ve ,,,ere cominc- - '~e 1vere not cominc: :from nowhere -
here ll<' "\vCre orcanised - hc:lVe there be0n any peopl<"' l'lhO l\"ere - who '\~ere 

orcanic:in.::; before - 1vhat ideas djd t hE'y "hold - i t l·T"l9 in that sense 
t hat 1ve tried to :find roots , to identi f'y ou""selves , and in that his t or
ical proce!'l!'l , in that debate amonc- ourselves , thf' Jt.l>..!(' vas bound -c o 
f'eature - '\vhether one tooL a po<1itive or ne:;n t ive attitude -co i t s pol
icies is ~other que~tion , but i t did impose l t 9el:f in our thinKinc, 
in our debates , in our di~cussionc: , as an indispensable ~~ctor t ha t 
bl'lcl. students had -c o relate t o - and -chen ,_here 1.;as another aspect. 

You soe , there ,.,ere '1 lot of in:fluen cec; '"i tbin the DC movemen t - I mus -e 
say that to <:l. very lnrge ext ent - or rather , let me put it t "lis way -
t o a cer-cain ext ent the s t ruc-gle of t 'I-Je bl"lck AmericDnS had i -c s OlVIl in
fluence - t hE're werf' people who ident i:fiPd more tvi t h fello,·rs like Eld
ridce Cleaver and maybe even }!alco l m X a.nd so on in the c::ensc t hat t here 
1vere books t h'1t ,.,e read 1vritten about blacl-=. American1'1 , and you must be 
alvare of' ho"\v close the cult ural "l:f:fini-cy is in th:i s - I mnC~n :from the 
point o:f' vi(nv of' -chese books beine , you kno,., , sold in Sollth ftfrica and 
beint; available to us , and actually qt a certain stn,3'e they lvere del
iberately beinc M'1rlc available -co us . 
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Dut I actually remember a part icular event - in on(> SASO meeting ,.,hich 
w·e h(>lcl at Tc-oye , "'vbich '\Yn.S to be addreesed by :r.~a"i1ra G"'valn - Pascal 
Gwala , the 110et , and \ve hnrl t his habit o:f 1rec~d.nc; black - you kno"'v , n 
blqclr c:hirt , bloc1" trousers, black every,;h-in.::; , <1.nd "'vC came t o the meet
in~ nt ,;he hall and a very ;n t erec; t in:; remar1r 'as made by Pacocal Gwalu -
he said : Dy ,;he ,.,ay, "'ve are "~nf':t'i ciently black ,;o add black clo,;hes 
and o ,;her "Chines - ,.,e mus,; no,; :fors-e,; ,;ha "t our sloe-an in ,;he Sout h Afr
ican cont ext o:f the stru.3"c-le o:f ,;he black people is no,; black pO"''Ier but 
po"'ver to <;he people - i ,; ,,.ould be more in,;erestine i:f' ,.,e came "to ,;his 
h'lll ra"ther dressed in our ,;ypical ,;radi"tional clo ,;hes , Sou,;h A-~"rican -
because that "then be:;an "to eive a ne,., in,;erpre"ta"tion , or ra,;her i ,; only 
manifes,;cd ano,;lter version, which I mus "t say in paren ,;hesis , i,; "''las a 
demon~ ,;ra,;ion o:f ,;he :fac 1. ,;ha,; t here ,,..as no homoc-enous or mono li,;hic 
approach ideologically ,.,; ,;hin ,;he BC movement - a·t l eas ,; no,; be,;,.,een 
1968 ond 1973, or ' 7- maybe even l~ner, 1: sho11.ld ~ny. 

In o t her "'vord~, ,;here ,.,ere peopl e "'vho be:;an t o contcxtualise ,;he s ,; ru
erl e of' ,;he black people j_n Sou,;h A :frica "'vi ,;hou,; di~ recardinc; influ
ences like "the black American movemen ,;, bu,; we be:;an ,;o ~(>e ourse lves 
as an indi{!'enous Sou ~.h Af'rican , or maybe even more "Lhan ""Gha,;, African 
phenomonon - a s<;ru~.:;le :for decolonisa""Gion, a s ""Grucele f'or "the rieh"t 
,; o self'-de,;ermina"tion- no"'v I t h ink i ,; ' s -i.npor,;an ,; "G O - "t o - "to es "t ab
lish ,;hat poin""G becauc;e .~.,'Jrobably :i.,; ,.,ill in""Groduce ano"ther dimension 
j.n ,;he ideolo~ical concep"ts as unders,;ood by us p"lr"ticipan"t s in "the BC 
movemen,;, and perhaps "this is "'.;hy SASO had ,;o define black, because i ,; 
could no"t be "talcen :for eran"t ed "that ,;he def':i.ni ,;ion '\vUE a dic,;ionary de
:fini ,; ion of "the "t erm. 

SASO had ,;o say by black ,.,e mean ,;hose "'vho are by latv discriminated 
aeai.ns "t - I can t ,; rem0mber "the :formula"tion no"\v - i t ' s more "than ,; en 
years aeo, bu"t "'vha "t I ' m ,;ryine- to asser,; is ,;ha"t ,;he very :fac"t ,;ha,; "'vE' 
"t ried t o make a de:fini t i.on , I "think "this '"as a poli "ticnl a "t<; emp,; ,; o t ry 
"t o indicat e "tha"t basically "'ve - "'ve are re:ferrine ,; o a struec-le of' a 
par"t icular eroup in Sou,;h A:frica in pol-i "t ical teT'T'ls :for a par"ti cul ar 
objective , "'vhi.ch as I ' ve S "C C1 "t ed , "'vas our rieh,; &;o sel"- de"t erminat ion . 

Wha""G moved you in t'I-J.at di rec"tion or ,,,ere you qlre"ldy ,;here be :fore -
fa:fiko G"'vala ' s one co"lmnn ,; was ,;ha ,; - '\vac; ,;,a,; a "t urnine poin "t or "\vas 

i ,; - had you been movine- in that direct ion - T unclers "tand obviously 
people '"ould discuss ,;he !\:rc , but "''asn't t here a lo,; o.&' nec-ative crit
ique - 1-:ha t "'vere the r>r>oplc sayinc- in t l1e early "t o mid-' 70~ - or t here 
is "the WC - i "t ' s "the olde!" t l ibera t ion movement , 1ve "lhould jus,; join 
"\'lit h t hem - i:f more reople had said tha"t you ,,..ouldn '"t have hnd ,;he . 

lvell , T "think "there "'verc diverc-cnt local ex,r>eriPnces - I 'll "t ell you 
abou"t onC' exampln - you kno,., , we had n - what I "'vould call n seminar 
a "t "trC' Univcrsit y of' Na,;nl a "t '\J(>n "twor"th at one time - ::-orne o:f t he peopl e 
who ( '?) ,.,ere "there - I ' 11 jus,; namP "t"''IO only - t here '\vas Norman 'Ndu
bazana, "there "'vas Jerry ShonC"'ve , "''lho '\vas our locuJ c-ASO prC'coident a "t 
"the Universi"ty o:f 7ululand - and probt"~bly I can say it no"'v ,.,it hou"t any 
f'ear o:f con"travenin0 securit y consideration"', bcc'"luse SASO is banned 
a:f"t er all - ru1d ,.,e 1·:ere ac"t ually dis cuss inc; ""Ghe T"reedom Char"ter. 

lfhat year ,.,as ,;ha "t'? 

This W'lS in 1975 -no, no, e'"lrly 1 76 - Fe "'vere discussin0 ,;he Freedom 
Char"tcr - maybe I can eo even :fur"ther and say ,;o you "tha""G ,;he person 
"'vho had ,;hc Freedom C'l1nrte .... , ,.,ho 1·as responsible :for "this seminar, i"t 
"\vas somebody called Trixie, Terence Tyrone - he ' s o utsidc no'tv - he t s 
not in Sout h Africa - but ,.,e were discussinG t he Freedom Chart er and 
thC're "'vere diverc;ent vie,.,s on t he Freedom Charter , particularly on t he 
clause that South Africa belonc;s t o all "\vbo.livn in it . 
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a dcl('[;at:i on of' t'lvO people .from the 1JnivC'r.'1ity of' ZnluJ C~nd - I was act
ually - I had come 1vith Jerry ShonQvc , reproc;('ntinc; our SASO branch 
thE>ro - and there 'IV:J" "' very intero~tinc liv,..ly, constructive debat e 
on this qu~stion, bu.t I think I will not I <' ni~reprcsenting t 11c vimvs 
of' thnt ~cetin.::; w·1 en I sny to you th1t 1t the ~nd of' th<' day the ovE>r
,.,he Imine; I~ajori ty o-r the people, of' th<' st:.1.c1<'nts, carne to t he conclus
ion , "''lhich clid not contradict the SASO pol..:.cy, in the sense tb.."'lt SASO 
hod S'1.id "'ve nre pro-blaclc, not 1nti-"1vhite - you must remember th~t 
clause in t~e S:\SO policy '11nnif'esto i,; clearly S-:licl :=:..t .. SO is not anti-
'\vhite but pro-bl.,ck - probably that - '\ve ' 11 get back to that later ( ?) 

Ilo"'vcver , "'" c"lJlle to the conclusion that the kind of' South Af'ricCl tl ... at 
"'ve are strivinc i'or rin.,lly is a South Ai'ricn "'vPere blaclc and "'vhite 
,,·ill be able to bC' cquo ls and "'vhere '\ve ' d have a fair qlJore in the pro
CC'sc::es of' political "H'.mini"'tration and the '\vealth of' the country - in 
o t her word1'1, "'ve ' re strivint; for a non-racial society - the f'act that 
"'ve had or,3'anised our~clves a t black f'tudcnt hod a certain tactical rel
evance Yhich had its O"'m historical baclc~rounrl , and I r--till think that 
at that stoge it "1-:as :i.mportnnt t hat l.)laclr ~t'llents h'"ld to ::;o through a 
process of' ns sert:i.ne t 1 ems elves almost in tl1e s arne "'VDY that the .. :\.~C , as 
a political con«titucncy in the orgoniFCltionnl sense , ha.d :for - had f'or 
a lone time , for dccadec;, and despite its non-racial policy, kept i t 
self as an orcanis n.tion of' the A:frica11 people - it lvas ., sta~e. 

I think "'vi th the debate 1 w·i th the hP1l tl1y debate thnt 1'/as ta.kinc pla cc 
in SASO , and "'vi th the influences that "'vere broucht to boar on us , and 
moreover , lvith our cl<"ar and dP:finite move to 1vhat cons - context ual
j_sing (?) our strn.:;._;lc in the African end (?) South .A"rrican context in 
particttlar, it '"O':tld be intere~tjn,; :for a hi~torian today - and n pol
itical analyst - to i'ind out 'lvhat '"ould hav" finally happened - "'vhetl1cr 
PC "'vO uld '1avp moved touards a «i t uotion "'·J"H·'re lve tho u,.}1t therC' 'tiTUS an 
organisational basie :fo:r thB involvement of' other roc<"~ 1vithin SASO or 
not - perhaps t 11c ansucr is found in the policies thnt a:::-e adopted by 
AZ.>SO and COSAS 1 which carne af',;er us. 

And AZASO 1vhich ie not called AZASO nny mor~"? 

But lvhat 1.bout that movement - I - a lot of people are talkin~ tha,; "''lay
I -chink if T ,;alee ~nyone "'vho ' s border on - "'bo ' s about your ac-e - Terror 
Lakota, Diliza. :Hji - there • s a lo1; of similar ( •••••••• • ••• ) an under
stan dine of' what you ' re saying, tha'G ,;here 'vns n movement , but "'vhat I ' m 
,;ryin~ to do is unclerst~nd the impetus tO'\-rards ,;hat movemen,;, because 
,;here al<> o nrc people like S ~nhs Cooper 'tvho moved in -che other dire c,;
ion - :for .fOU do yon thin1<: i,; 1vas influences before you came &;o SASO -
was it idcoJoc;icol qu~stion~ - you ' re sayinc you discussed the Freedom 
Charter, but you didn '"' adopt the Freedom Charter - surely ~.here "'ver" 
people "'v110 ,vere arc;uin~ acainst it - lvhy - scemincly you ' re sayinG i,.. 
appealed ,;o you - ,.,hy did i -c appeal 'GO you nnd not ~,;o ,;he others to the 
s arne de ~reo? 

I w·ould say probably in my O'l..m case, as I ' v" s,;a,;ed be:fore , I t hink .;he 
'\vhole backcrounc1 f'rom which one moved, my premises in lookine at t he 
socie,;y 1vere 1·rhat T 1V011ld 1'1a:f'ely reeard as ini~;ially humanist, hence 
the s t ronG" moral fac,;or 'G O it - ho1vever, I: should add tha'G in the course 
of' developmen,;, and in t'1e process of' one ncqunintinc oneself' "'vith the 
specific politic"'l realities of' South Af'ri.cn , one had to relate' in a 
specific manner to them. 



N . And i t ;.;ac:: in t h:is son~c t hat one was ovc:n-vhc1.moc1 , even a t t ha t s t age , 
even 1vi thin one 1 c: part :i cipat ion in SASO about t he ol j ect ives t hat ,.,c 
1vcre strivinc -ror more t hnn t he t nc t i cs ;-;e ,.E">re ucoinc t o achieve t hose 
objC'c t iveq - and by t he '""Y' ano t her aspect ;.;hich I thin1~ should n o t 
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be left ont of' <ln<'lysis , and which , as I said t o yon probab l y i n t he 
beginninG o:f OLl.r discnssion , t ha t it was an i~sue t bnt 1ve had t o reckon 
wit h , t hat ,.,e had t o addresc: ourselves t o , vas the f'lc t t hat t here ,.,ere 
;,.rhit e people in South .\frica >vho w·ere in prison - thPre 1vere :fe111 unden
iably, but one of t he fac t ors "·e had t o concede - or rather one of' t he 
ques t ions w·e 11ad to an!o:n-mr ,~ bl,ck s t uden t s - no1v I ' m referrinG t o 
t hose "'vho , I "'vould ~ay , t ook t he s t ruc;c;le in - in a real serious !';ense , 
in t he sense in 1-1hi ch cveryonP "'vho t lloucht l1imself' or berself or asp
ired t o be a leader '"lmon ::; t he s t uden t s a t any level - even a t a sma l l 
l ocal 1 evel - h"ld t o 1dd:re c: ~ ones cl ~ t o w·.,s ho"'.; do "'ve re l a t P t o t he 
;v-hit e person "'vho is in jail , ;.,rho diccl in jail - and by t he> ''~"Y ' Dram 
Fischer died du.rinc our - our - our time of' struc;c;le - hov do 1ve relat e 
t o people l ike Bran Fi !';Cher , ho,.; do 1\"e rcJ.a.te to people 1 il·e Donie: Golcl 
ber~ , ho1.; do '""' -relat" t o people li.'k" nayr.10nd S uttner , 1vhi ch came dur
ing our period o:f s t ruc.;le , and 1vc debn t ed this . 

I remember t here 1vas an 'l.rt ic l c t ha t appeared in the SASO news l e tter 
1-1here somebody t allrcrl about b l ack men in 1·r:bi t o skins - I f'ind i t very 
int eres t in::; no,., , a "'t or one ' s furt her developmf"n t rrom t hose days , but 
,.,hat it doec; seen t o indic""tt e ve-ry clear t o me is tl1at t horP 1vas a 
si0Ili:fica.""'lt , if' not a dominan t t P.ndency anonc; t lw t rends "'vi t hin SASO 
1vhich 1vant ed t o encompass 1vit hin t he definit ion of a black man - even 
t hose fm.; ;vhi t es ,.,hich 1-1ere regarded - and I mus t make i t v ery c l ear 
here t hat ;v-e did rec;ard t hem as contribut ors in t he liberation s t ruGGle , 
and 1vho "'vere t hemselves , a t one t ime or another, vict ims of t he sys t em 
in t hP. sense of' t hem be-Lnc; eit her rlct ained or heine; banned - 1·het tter 
t hose 1vhites were 1vhn t 1-1e referred to os libc "'ols or not - nnd I thinl· 
1-1e had not yet developed , by t he ;.roy , t o the point w·herc '"e made a very 
clef!r distinction in the - in t he ioeoloc;icnl arena bet1veen 1-11 a t was 
referred t o as a liberal or a - a - a revol~tionary democra t o~ even a 
conununi:=>t , -':'or tllat matter ••••••••••• ,.. 

END OF SIDE or--r~ • 

• • • • t o -f'ellous likn Ilatanzima , Got~ha Duthelezi and others - n01\" , you 
see , I can cit e f'or you a number o:f examples ;.;hich can deMons t rat e -
and this has beEm my or~·wnent for some time even f'ror>1 our di~cussions 
1vit hin the 1ovcment , porticularly at the t i'nc 1vhcn 1ve arrived and jo.ined 
t he movemen t and these ques t ions 1vhic1 you ore throuinc to r.1c no;.; 1vcrc 
one o" t, e rnoc; t dcbate(l , to find out hov SASO and c; ·\S:: lool::cd r- t t he 
que"ltion o::' roce in the - in t he - in t ,e con t ext of the South African 
polit ico] strue.;le - I con cit e a lot of ex~plcf" to you and sny t ho t 
I 1vould rlcny t,at SASO "''ln.~ co.,poc:ed o:f a pre::~onderin~ in :;reat n umber 
of '"·,at 1vould be recardpd as b l ack chnuvini~ t, becn.uc;;e i:f i t ;.;as so , 
SASO 1vould not have said in i t s manif'esto tht't 1vc are not an t i - 1vhit e 
but pro-bl""tc1· - secondly , SASO ;.;ou J d not hove hod occn!=iOn"l t o do any
thine uith 'l.DY 1vhit e person , '\vhi ch it 11-:1d - :fo.,.. an example , if you look 
a t t he :r"l.,tionsl\ip bc t ,-:e"'D Steve Diko and some 1vhite priests , and t o 
a l it t le c>xtent Donald .foods , 1vhich - "'vho '\·as needed , by the ,.,ay, as a 
journalist insofar as 1·:e :fe lt t ha t t he D~ movemen t did not c0t a proper 
covera.c0 in t he pre~ '3 - anrl t here 1verc many o t hP-rs 1\·e relat ed in - in -
in a cert ain sense . 
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H . !ly e:nplwsis in the rrocess of' this discussion i A not so much to try to 
prove t1at S.ASO 1-;n.s a non-rnci"'l orc-n.nisatio'1, hut probably Itm tryine 
to fill ·n a dimen:=ion that is o.ften nc.::;lectNl by many people - some 
of th~"' late-comers in tho DC movement , '\vho completely n.:.sunderstood 
t re motivP" and the poJ.itical direction that motivatC'd thC' f'oundinc; 
f'ath<'rs o:f the DC movemf'nt in Sout h A f'rica <lnd - like Barney Pityana 
and "'O on - but also to indicate thnt th~"r"' 1\'as no l1omoc-enous nppronch 
to the question o:f race - it was a quf'stion that 1vas dnbated , as it 
had been debated in the corlicr periods o:: tl).<' J.iberC~ti.on movei.IPn t, 
w·bich is still beine; deb"~ ted in Sout'l-) .'.~ric, , '"lnd tl-J,t the de bote it
seli' 1v<:l"' not movine; :from i''"llse rrenJ.c::0s - .:.t 'love<'! f'ro.'1 the f'ac t th"lt 
Sout l1 '\"'rica lws n. racial problPm , nnd 'the mani.fcs'tntion~ of thie rac
ial problem are that '\vc:' have in South Africa. the 1·111ole ,.,hite communit y 
that occupies a specific polit ical n.nd economic position as dif'fC'ren t 
and distinct from the black people . 

J . F. 

In other 1wrds , the racial dichotomy is the re1li'ty of South A:frica , 
1·:l1ich is kno1m not only from 1vithin the cotmtry nnd oven abro-,d - no11· 
f'rom the :_1oint of' vic"\·: of' our O"\Vl1 theorcticirms, l·rc 1..rer<> trying to -
to erop..,11C ~v-it 11 t 11C probleM 'tO find solu'tions - I '\•;on t 't soy 1ve had 
found t'1em - you. l::nolv , tbis 'thin;:; is a process - i't '1-Jns taLon the Arc 
c1os<' to 75 years to orrive at t he posi'tion 1-lh<'r<' 1vc f'col today 'that a 
1-:hite Sonth kr'rican 1..rllo identifies 1 ith tho Frne<'lom Ch<"l.rter , 1vith our 
policy, 1·itl tho ideal of' o non-rnci"ll Sou'th Af'rira , can par'ticipate 
ot nll lcvelc; of' the orcanic:otion , includinG bcin 0 "' ncmber o-¥' the 
nation.,l executive - somct 11inc that 1vas unthinkabl0 just a dec-ade ac-o 
1•hen 1v0 joined the So.I:l~"' ""~~C - hmv nuch •-:tore Hith s ..... so <lncl the o'ther 
orc-ani'3ations that arc in.:;ide t he country. 

lfouldn ' t you acree that i't ' s a fact tl1at if' you lool~ed a't that issue of' 
a '\vhi te on the -..rEc - i:f you look nt the is::: uc of' 1vhi te involvement -
that t.,_.,ey 1 re - in the ' 50s you h1.<'1 an acceptance - you had a coneres~ 
alliancC' as the kind of' prevailinG ..,1oint oP view·- by the t (Qc:; and ' 70<:: 
you had - you ' re c:oyinc you deb-,t;erl the Frecclo~ Cll':l.rter, bu't you 1vould 
a.:;reP. t 10.t it scens I 1vould t hinlr at tl'at mel"t-in_:;, debatin::; the Freedom 
Chn.rt0r 1vi th thos c 1vho 1vcre put tine nnothP-r r>oint of' vie,,• - you didn 't 
accept the Freedom Charter unanimou~ly ,.,it'I-J all your - you 1.,rere debat
inG i't - i't '""lq on the aeenda to look at , ric-11t 1 w·hcreas no1v in the 
' 80s you hovC' kid"! , younc- people , and olde,... people , but you have people 
lvho never h"ld the con:::;res s alli"lnce tradition '"l"o 1-rere endorf"inc it 
,.,holellcartedly, v"Lo 11avc 1bsolutely no problem 1 i th a uhi to on the '''r.'C -
,.,hy do you - ho,., do yotl explain it? 

Well , I thinJ~ the cxplnnat:ion is very clear - f'irst of' all , i.f' you '\vcre 
to lool{; at this phC'nomonon very cloPcly , it directly corr0sponds '\'lith 
the emcr_;f"'nce o""' the prec;tie;e ond the inf'luP-nco of the l\YC in the South 
<\f'ricon political "'cone - dL1rinc- our o'm time of' strucGlC' in South Afr
ico '\vhen '\ve ,.,oro r.1cmbers of' SASO - anc1 this has been admittcc'l even by 
the leadership of' t 11(' A..l\fC - the poJ.itic<"ll -i_nf'luonce 1·:as latent , due to 
i'actorc: ,,•hich arc under"'tanc'lablc - the arrest of' the lcadPrshi p i.n niv
onia , to becin Fi. t'lt - tl.,c problem~ ,.,11ic11 Her(' "'acl"d by the leadership 
that ·w1.s abroad in r~"nchinc- effectively the M'lac: basC' inside thP coun
try, of' ,.,hich ,.,e '\vcrf' a pflrt - and as a result , a snbstantia1 number 
of' those '\vho rcc;ard0d themselves at any level o~ leaders o:f the ne,., 
movement that w-as dcveJ.or>ing inc;ide the country dcvC'Jo:::?cd without this 
direct e&'.¥'1"'Ctive constnnt and consistent :0'C direction in terms o.f ideo-
1ogical questions of' the strueele . 

Po1.,rever , I mu-,t; sr-y tl,nt t he processes 1·:cr" c-radnal bu't they '\vere clC'o.r
ly in thC' direction of the .MJC dcvclopin::; an appronch '\vhich "~""'s 'to 
reach to us - no1v I 1-now· tha't when 1-lO di:::cussccl that Freedom. Chnrter 
in 't1JC seminar that 1va.s n.t \lent1vorth , i't 1vo8 not -vlithout some level of' 
~TC orcanisation. 



!-1Z.\L:A. 

J.F. 

P.\CL 11. 

Uhetl1er or not this Has the phenomenon throuc;hout the country is ano t her 
qucc:tiofl, ')l t "lvl'at I ' m tryinc to emphac:ise at this stace i!'l th~ t t he 
dcvelopJwnt of this non-racial o :ttlook as a political phi loc::o..?hy in the 
strtl.~c;le o" the pP-o_">le in South \fric~ oHes it:::elr to ave:::-) l:1rge ex
tent on the tr<Jditionc; that 1-.rere set by the ANC ancl which tho .A ... 'C had 
a historical oblicntion to keep and continue it(?) in the poriod 1vhich 
some peo.)J.e re!'er to , 'lnd maybe correctly ~o , "l"l n lull in the poc:: t 
Rivonla _:leriod, bec,u~c it is that trac1:i.tion - i" it is lwpt constantly, 
anc" nc; I think the ANC Hns able - 1-ms nble to '\·:orl .. to,vards - tr::1t acc
ounts :for the adoptj on of this political outlook by the nm• c;enerati ons 
of st,...uu.:;le - rathc:.~ , neu c;enerationc; o,.. people that have joined the 
stru.:;cle in the - in the proce"'c:; o.f tinP- 1 particularly in - in the late 
' 70s nncl the be.::;inn in.::; of' the 19~0f' . 

I think evP.cyone a~recs the ANC has seen a res u,...c,enc<' , ., tromcndous rc
surc;nncc and ~upport. 

N. And this -:n~"lnd,.,~ - and this :i.nclL1dcs - becnusc ,.;hen I talk o.,.. the A ~C 
I ' m not only r0~errin::; to the people in exile - this includcg th<' mem
bers of th0 \"'C , mnny of '·'hom lied dormnnt inc;irle the coL·ntry, but 1-.rhen 
the A~C morle this re"' urc0n ce they bec;nn to id<'nti.fy - they beGnn to 
taJ<:e their 01·n positions in communities, 1vithin trode unions and so on 
hence the im r~ediate link between Oscar ~lpetho <"~nd the younc; c;eneration 
and so on nnd c:;o -Porth, and they bec;an to .::;ive so.~e guidance to say : 

J.F. 

N. 

J.F. 

Look younc; ch~.r>c; , let ' s sit do1m and discuss 'vhnt are 've about , where 
a.,..e ,.e 0oin..; to , 110'\v d.o ,,.e understand our society - ho1v do ,,.e ~ddress 
ourself to tl c question of the 1vhite people in South Afric,_ - are these 
South .f'ric-·ms or not - a very interestinz question - for the 1vorkers 
even more?. 

In one 1vay or ~nother o.t the industrinl point of' production 1ve are all 
c;tandin::; on t 11c conveyor-belt , irresp~ctive o.f the coloQr of' our skin -
ve only di -f'f'0r Hhen 1 .f:' live here ann ,.,e ..;o to c'lif'f'erent ~ u1:>urb~ and loc
'ltions and in tl~C' d.i"f'erontintion j.n the ua.:::;es, bllt ,,•e occup)• the same 
pl'1C(' basicnlly, and aJ 1 thes0 f'nctor'3 contribttte, but I '\:ould hich
li~ht , ..,')ersonnlly, I thinl~ the inf'luC'nC"' of the A"·c , the A'NC in i t s 
true brond sense , includinG the ANC 'ivhich exists in South Af'ric"l f'rom 
the point o.f VieH of' its members that have hcen there' rn.rtiCi:->ating , 
nnd many of 1v-hom nrc pro 1inent today, 1vheth~r in tllo UDF , v'lE:~ther it ' ~ 
jn COS.ATU nnd many other organisnti0ns that ore af.filinted to the UDF, 
and 1v-ho 1vill continl.le to be there. 

In other 1vords - in ot,0r 1vords , tbis is a - ., - thif' i"' the J.Jrincipnl 
political outlool:: , tl is is th~ .~,Jrincip'l.l t1.~ncli tion o.f' the South Af'ricnn 
liber'l.tion struc;clo - pcrhro~.ps which is di.L-P~rcnt or distinct :from other 
experiences in Af'rico. 

I ' m just concerned tilflt -.;.;r> ' re talkin-:, ob-it roLmd thP issue o.f the non
racial aspect - let m<' just t'lke it h'lcl"- )Oi.l ,.,ont out ·.n 1976 - did 
you [;O rit;ht into the A'TC irriMediately? 

Yes , I - I ,-;ent straic-ht into the A. c. 

You ' d hove to admit that you ,.;oren ' t - thnt t,1er0 "lvP-re many others 1vho 
didn ' t do thot - Hould you say you '\vere n minority? 

?-1. ro, I think ue 1·1ere a mnjority. 

J.F . 

H. 

You thinl~ so? 

Jn, I think '\vc 1vcre n majority, and th~re ' s no quef'tion about that , by 
the w·ny. 
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'H . It ' s just tl,t .-it1 L the people "ivho did not c;o in to t he .'\.TC w·i t h whom 
,.,e "ivcre inc;lc'P. t : ... c COLUltry , it bccru'l" more pronol.U1ced tha t they "ivere 
not in t ho ~\:.C , in the sense t hat t hey 1:vere clcnrly identified dis t inct
ly a~ a .:;roup o.:' ,..,C "ivhich "ivas l.nsidc tlc COLUltry - "ivherens t ho.,E' "i·ho 
joined t he ArC rl:i c1 not hoVE' t his distinction in t llo ~<mse t ha t t he>y -
thPy meshed , t hf'y intecrat ed "ivi t hin the Af'TC , but - but I 1r.no"iv "ive - most 
0f' t he s t uden t s t hat I "ivas w·i t h "ivcre in t he ... \:·c - Penu~l '!ndtma and •••• 

J.F . Uould you sny that •••• 

N. 

J . F. 

I . 

J.F. 

~!. 

J . F . 

J.r. 

!.'I. 

J.F . 

. ... o thP.rs . 

•••• t hat t h3t uns partly a security nnd prof'iJe considE',...a ti on - t hat 
t he press "ivOLl.ld ,?;C t t o la1o1.,r about tl1ose "ivho 1ver0n t t involved ( ••••••• 
• • • • ) "i·rhatovrr, 1vho c-ou l d E''1~i1y co t o th~ prc"'s , ,,,,creas peo~le like 
yourc:elf , or f'lsc t 1 f' .fO m:; l~id!=> "ivho 1vent into 'fT~ , t hey coulc'ln ',; c;o 
round blnbl in..; no"iV re t .-.r- in ANC . 

Very, very c] early - I c:llould act ualJy soy , l,ad i,; bf'cn known by t he 
Mase Media t l1at so many of' us "ivho '\\'"Or<" involved in t 11c DC movement had 
ac t ually :foLmcl it lo._;i.cnl to join t he .R c, perhaps t here ic:; very litt le 
n tt en t ion , compnrativ<' ly sp0akinc; , tl1n t "i"lOLtld have been civen t o t he 
group t lmt "ivas spccif'ic'lll y identi:fiecl '"'!" the b1heritor~ o.f t he DC 
t radi tion , "ivho w-cr<' .1"'"'" in compar·i c:on t o those o:f us ,,•ho j oined t he .. i\NC, 
c;o I a..;roe "id t h i t (?) nnd I th inl< i t' s n. :foct I cn..n - I C'ln demonstrate 
it. 

And did yon h:tve nny - I don 't "ivant t o l:no"iv nny df'·t nils , but did you 
(SO t o t hf' ANC never having had contact in t lJc cotm t ry or did you kno'\v 
of t hE' A"N"C h<'fore yon le-.rt? 

Actually t 1erc nrc numerouc; people - yo•1. sec , my O"im posit ion , I must 
make it clear, t he c;c..,ern.t ions t hat joined the At-1 C f'rom 1976 I can sa;r 
saf'cly lil t o about 19P.0, I almos t kno"iv n l J of' them , parti cularly t hose 
"ivho "iverf' involver'! ;n one >vay or ano t her , but even those ivho ,..,ere no,; 
invoJvPd , by t he n'""'turc o:f ,.,hE'rc I "ivas p J oced and t he 1~ind of' work t hat 
I - I "iva..s do ina in the A"!'TC I lmo"iv , and I t all>: :from - from pract ical 
experience - nnd bf':inc one 1vho a l .,o partic-ipat ed inside t he coLUl t ry 
"iV"Lo l~C"iv people t hat 1vcre part ic:i .. pntin..; inside the country, I can nc;a:in 
o:ffirm thnt the najo.,...:i ty of' t he pt'opl P cnme - '"'11<1t "ivas t l c specific 
question t'1nt yOLl. IlOsed , by t he '"a)? 

I "ivas sayinG did ~rou - 1·1erc you involved 1vith the Ai~C be:forc you left ••• 

Jn , jn., jn , I "ivns tryinc; t o comP t o t hat - and t hcrf' arc mnny pPople 
who joined t he NTC not because t hey "ivf'rc c;iven direct ives by ~rc per
gonnel in~i de th~ cotmtry - t here arc many people "ivho nev<'rt hcless 
:found i t J o..;icol :for tl,em to deve l op toimrds thf' Al'TC bccauec of a number 
of :factors , but the most dominan t of - t he most import an t o:f "ivhich -
or rather t he mos t sicni:ficant one be ·'1._; tl1~t 't 1vas t"IJe JUC , by t he 
"i.ay , '\vhich Ilrovided t he kind of l eadership , that had t his :forcC' of 
a ttractinG t he younc; political ac t ivis t s - :Tnnclcl'l , SisulLt, Tambo and 
so on - I t hink i t r s o "act or t hn t shoulc1 constantly be brouc;ht into 
the picture bccaU"'f' i t - i t influenced us trPmendously. 

Dut ;ou didn ' t deal pcrson<Illy "ivith t hor.? 

Well , mysel:f , no , no •••• 

Did you. •••• 
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H. Let me ~ay thnt , you sec - l<'t TIP say soii1C't 1,in..; to you- you l:nov, at 
one tim£' - you ~c,.., , 1vhen 1976 cwne about, i..n .. 1y o•m case I ' 1l '1l""P<>dy 
been invol vcd - I Fns a.l~ e-::vly c-oncern er - even more than concerned -
I , .. .,s involved in ., P:tY, in the f'en~e th..""\t ~.,.e 1vcrc already tryinc to 
f'ind ua.ys out - "'1·:-bat do 1vc do 1vith thf' r.ituation - somethin~ h"ld to 

J.F. 

H. 

l C' rlonc - l y thot timr I had been cteta.:.n0.d nbout three dif'f'erent time"' , 
by 1.976 - thr0c cli"'.fc.ccnt times a.t - at rli:fi'crcnt plof'e"' - an l 1..re sa;<' 
to oursclvc~, 'lmon.:; other thincg , that loot.:, is it su-'"'f'i c-icnt ·"'or u:=; 
to burn tnblcs in mcctines , durinc SASC ner>tinGs , or is there n ereat<'r 
measure of' contribution that "'lv£' cnn mnl~£' , and if' so ho1v do 1ve do i t. 

IncldC'ntally , I happened to bE-lone to "'llhr"~t I 1..rould cnll a political 
unit , nn under;;round politi.c-,1 unit , nt tl1e Univcrf'ity o:f Zululnnd •••• 

No1.; l<'t 10 e:x::,Jlain thnt - it 1vas not <"L'>l undercround political unit of' 
the A' C in t11<> sense that this 1-1as our initiative - it 1vas not cuictcd 
by nny ncmbcr o.r the :~c - I know t1 '1t because - I mLtst say this very 
modestly - bcc"Juse I 'ms the head of' tl1c unit - let me P~J soncthine 
to you v•11lch 1von ' t be a problem - it nny be 1mrthw·hi l<> actnnlly to -
to say - bccnuse in our underLTound uni.t there Hnc: , "or an exnmple , 
Pen ucl Had una , ;;; seunn J'huz,-:ayo , 'Hclanhl ~ 1..r .::;icli , 114t I ' ll only nention 
those , becaus-e those nrc "~~road and they ' ve joinr>d t1 c A.'N'C - I 'vas t 11e 
head of' that Lmi t - uc (?) ,.,ere there - -mc.l , .• C' c:-,icl to o ur!"el ves : Dut 
ho'" do ,.,c relate to t1 0 'l'l.in move 'l<'nt - thif; i!=! ho,.; l\'C perceived , you 
s eo , at that sta.:::;<' , to the mnin - 1 ow do , .• e relate to the .A~rc and t he 
PAC - '\rc nsl·Nl OLl.rs<> lv11s thr~t ques t ion , cmd "lvhcn ,.,c c :ls Ctl.Ssecl this 
th:i.ne som~hoc1y said : Loo1-;: , I kno"lv som0bocty '" 10 is .l~_TC - he has been 
at Hob hen I<>lcmd , Le 1 s i .. n - he I s in ~Imnr1crsclale, J.ct me c;o nnd maJ:::e 
cont"1ct, bccnt~sc ~"(' arc i.n n cul-de-~ac - as lone- ns "lvC thinlc that our 
involv~.n0nt can be tcl:::on to it"' locical encl "lvitllin t 11c conf'in<"s o:!:' SASO , 
,.,e ar~" not eoin~ to cct anythinb' happeninG - ,.,c Dr<' jn<>t <>tudents vl o 
aro '·it' in the un:i.vers i ty campu~ , ':c - there ' s notl in..:; morf' '''C can do. 

And t,IJn -:re said : O. K. , you X (?) you ore .:::;oin~ to sec this perf'on 
ancl yo 1. ' 11 co!.le b'l.cl::: and you ' 11 report to ns , because w-e 11ant - \ve -,;··F~nt 

to lin1
::: Ll.P 1dt:J. the - the historical forces that nrc dcf'initc>ly coint, 

to shape tl,e fut11r0 o~ t 1 :i.s country in - in - in a .fundament - funda -
in a .funda!!lcntally 0i-~"-"'E'rent direction - "Uld it ,., ....... 'lc;reed t;at myself' 
and somebody else , '"c should co to S'·'aziland anc:'l try and meet the ANC -
pcrhops you ' 11 aslc thf' question "lvl-Jy - Fhy c'li 1 W' just think of' the ANC 
maybe> it - it ' s be en ,,c:, , nmonc; other thin.;s , there 'vas th:i.!=: inf'luen ce 
o.f the lcadcrsL.ip F'4ich I ' vc referred to , t)•:t.t there "lvas , hy the '"ey , 
r.mothcr aspect . 

You l~oH , despite thn f'nct that the Freedom C'mrter ot that stnc;e wns 
n bnnned docu.t('nt, .;_t nust not be thonc'1.t that 1vc n<'V~"r ._;ot hold of' 
copies o.f the ..::'re,..,clom Charter , \vhich had been dra:ftecl ·n South Af'rica 
tho Freedom Chnrtcr ua5 not a docunent imported :from exile - j_t '\'las a 
South '\~rican document - '\vherP -you (?) took a. bool~ by AJ.b0.rt Lutuli , 
Let : y People Go , w·11ich you wo tld rc,ct inside the country - app<mdixcd 
at thf' end o~ thnt book was a copy of' t'1c Freedom C" 11'lrter - so the Free
dom Charter a<'tunlly 1a.d it~ own ..,olitical mo"entnr:t in Sot~th 4\f'rica in 
the sense o" c;uidi.nc;, of' hC'inc '"'h"'t I pou1 cl Y'f'-'"'~r to ns , lode ~tF~r 
w'hich ,.;c J.ookcd f'or~··n.,..cl to , qncl incidcnt-,lly 'lnd intcrcstin~l y c:o, 
there ,.,~s no oltern"ltive polit iC'al procrnwme or poJ.icy doc..unent that 
exi!'!ted ,.ri trin t 11e L~""ic:m - \vi thin the - the circles of' the hlock lib
er'ltion MOVCP10nt in South A.fricn other tb~n t'H~ FreccJo n Ch:trtcr, and 
insof'nr "1~ it '"iclderl that kind o.f infJ U<'nc0 , botl., rroT'l the point of 
vie'l.; o-<- itc: hic;toricnl censc o:f oricin -:ts 'lvell as the trc•ncndous poli.t
ical and nornl -~orc0. that it had to 'vhocver C'lPlC a<'rosq it, it '"as on<' 
docnncnt that no-one "lvho '"'a"' involvc>d in So!1.t11 A-'"'ric-, ,.;ould have not 
come- to identify ,d.th , ul,f'thcr positiv0ly or necat:i.vPly. 
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I . So t l·n t' s ::mot her aspect t ha t I w·antcd to - to brj.nt; into t he picture . 

J . F . 

H. 

J . F. 

N. 

J . ..... . 

H. 

J.F. 

.1. 

J . F . 

Uhat year arc 1ve talkinc about w·hen )OU had this Lmi t, npprox:Unat ely? 

' 75 , ' 76. 

And dicl you - you 1·rcnt to :find someone, t l>i .. s person :fron IIanunersdale 
yo Ll. ' d l1c arcJ o ":? 

Ja. 

Did you ever try to contact any PAC people - did you - 1·•hcn you said 
1..re t houcht ho1v we should relate t o t he .fu•c and the PAC , did you ever 
try to relat e to t he PAC? 

1-lell, in the case of' our o1vn unit , actually 1·rc did not t ry to relate 
t o th0 PAC , althoueh I mt1s t .. ay t hat a predominant vie1v <"~mone tls - I ' m 
talkinc ncnv pbont the :!)eople t ha t I ' ve mentioned - ·h·as t hat w·o - ;·e 
didn 't really tmc1 (>rs tnnd uhat 1vacs the - "1··'1at - why t ,,c \.nc '"""' -, di ~f'
eront - hac'! - I mean tl e .AJ'TC and thf' ...,A C had to be diff'erent oreanis 
"ltions - 1·:c h1e1v t he eJ.cment ary dif'f<>r"nCC'f' in t llc sense t1 a t on e 1vas 
.., prtre blacJr nntionalis t orc-nniso.tion t h<l t eli f"fered ~vith t he \NC in t he 
sense t ha t t hC' PTC n<lopt cd a bro1ncr ont1oo1

- , 1>nt :fran1cly spcakine;, our 
init ial response - r.nd I ' m heine- very hone~t --mel very "'ronk t o you -
~va~ t hat ,.c th"·t~ht t hat look , t hee;(' t1·ro or[;nni .. ntions should should 
c;lJ.ould come to~<>ther - we con 't o-f':f'ord distmity a t t his s t aee - 1.;e arc 
s till struct_;line. 

Up t i 11 the t ime ,.,bon I ac t ually j ojned the A rc mony of us never - ex 
cept a :priviloeed fmv 1vho 11ap.[>ened to kno,·:- thine~" in :finer aspects? 
than '..-c did , the mnjority - 've t houcht loo1r, t hese or~anisntions should 
come toe;eth<>r, but ,_., the process of' us beine acquainted 'vith det ails 
about the va"'ious pol"c-ics o"' th<1 tw·c oruaniso.tj.ons- r>nd I 1mo,...- t ha t 
t his , .• -,s not propaeando because I ' ve no t ju"'t heard it :fro 1 members of' 
the ArC , I 1 ve hoard nn independent , or ""'nth('r , independent "iources -
I 1 v0 re'Jd literntll.ro 1vritten by people 'v11o nrC' not mombcrf' o.(' t he ANC , 
and it 11as onJ.y con:firmocl my o'vn vi('1·! that this poe- i tion of the A1'TC is 
not only the princj.:pal vie;-: t hFlt '\·as elaborated by the :foundinG fat hers 
of' ou-r ll'.)crat.:on m'ovemcnt :from t he becinninc o"" tl C' century throu~}1out, 
but that it actunlly conctj t u t ec; a 1, :.. .. ) ('r c-roun 1, ~"Yen in <>trntee-ic 
terns , than on" tllnt looks at South .\ .fric'1. :in .">a-rochial r.-.ci-,1 blink~ ""c , 
b('ca•1.se t hen you don 't see the real ..:;out h AJ'r·ic-., -you only qee D rort 
o-P it . 

Put you verc n minority or a majority in l,nvin~ thnt vic1..r - i.t 1vas a 
secret unit ••• • 

You sec , in our in our unit actually all o"" us bnd tl...,nt - tl-.qt vie~·: ••• 

In yo•.tr unit , but in Sou.th Africa ecncrall-: in. DC circles 'tvouldn 't -
maybe •••• 

M. You S('<" , .SC tho problcn is t his - you sec , Lm:fort ,ma t ely , you lrno1v , 
thin:;<> rtre cnsiJy ( •••• ••• • . • } -you 1·no1v 1 I:lovetN•ntc: nrc ensily iden 
ti:fi<"0 ,:it h opinion"' o:f their l0adors - it ;wulcl bC' a Vl"ry in t er('s t inc 
t hine, by t he 1-my , ~uc;t to research ho1· mnch movement menb('~shir> ,t 
the ran 1 : ::uvl .r..:.le lC'v"l , nt the crassroots , h1ve positions - polit ical , 
tactical, str,t e::;ic or other.-is (' - -:_n relation to 1\·hnt may b<" held by 
one or th<" oth.er l(''"td<'r - nolT pleaAe , nnd J.o t 1,.. not Ma1::c a mistake , I 1m 
not ref'errinc herC' to the - t o t l1e N 1 C - I 1m not fiFlyinc 1v<' alqo have 
just one idea - nt lC'1St t his one , as .far as the J\l-..TC 1s concerned , ,,.e 
have settled - it is settled - it t e not an .i.ss ne (?) 
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13ut you sr,... , t he DC movement has t ended t o be idcn t if'iC'd anrl t o be 
given t he nc~ninu that lvas e l aborat ed i)'~· S t eve Biko - n o - ono has ever 
t roubJ cd himself or herse l f t o do an - a :fie l d ,.,..ork research from 
members o" SA"'O 1 t t he t ime "Uld .fin d out lvhat con ce ... t"' t hey had -
Di!w unqneq t ionabl y l;ns an out s t a n dinG person ;l l i t y nn d he had l1 i s own 
view·point, ancl hr i.nf'l ncn ced t remendously SASO a n c1 t lJ.o nc mov ement-
I lrnolv 1im personaJ.l.r - I ' ve me t him on t ~-:o d ; " r oren t occasion s - bu't 
,.,-ha t I should say is t hat t here lvere peo.:;:_,le w·it hin f.\SO , cont emporari es 
o:r Diko , lvho mir;ht no t have shared t he finer !'Dint s of l"is tm der"'ta n d 
inc or t l r o.')!"rO'l.ch t o t lte non- raci o.l ques t ion - ond by t l C' lv~y , my 
0'\.,rrl underc: t "'ln 1in::; 0~ .Ji' 0 as l\•e lJ. - I '1on t t "'lvon t t o co t ir ( ? ) ~ dPb<1 t C 
obout t hi"' - is t hn t n real c l ose s t udy o!' some o " t he t'1·in u "' he sai d 
lvi l l clea-rly sl1ow· t l o. t he lvas no 't n rncia l ic: t - I can snbs t nn t ia t e t l n.t. 

This is - th.:.s is In)" own vielv - t here 'tvcr,... actu.alJ.y peopl e ,.,-bo ,.,-ere -
I ' m not "''"'~YinG t here uerc no .~,"Jeople '\dlO ucrc - "'1:11o ,.,ere - 1~·ho lV'Ore ex
t reme t o ; i:t , 1)ut ii" I lvere t o c onsider S t eve himself , you see , he had 
t his - he '\vas - he Hn"' "1 sinc e r P :ff' l lo,.,- - and I don ' t lmo,\• - perha~s 
I put a l o t of moral ( •••••••• ) i n my conce:r>t ion of t he parochial t? ) 
quc"~ tion 1 and not "'lvi t l'o n t reason - l u t some o.r t ho approucl'es t ha t 1 r1ve 
been t ;l1 ""1 t1p by people have oft en oppearcd t o me t o be a bit insin cere , 
and i:f no t insincC'rr- , t 11cn i t j us t becomes pu.,..c iL;norance in t llc look
in::; of tbe Sout h ~.!'ricun ~it uation - because i." i.t is neither in"lincer
i t y anti ic;n _c...,noe , t ! ... en pl,'"~ t - "•hat m~:ll'l">"' a. ... >orson t o loo c n t Sout h 
A~rica nnd t o sefl somc t 1, · na t hat t l1o .,, .Jorit y o.f people do no t see . 

Ilolv did you. crnppl c uit h ~ orne of' t hose is"'LH1S as t hey happened - for 
exam~le , t he S uttnor t rinl - t ha t 1vas ' 7 :J? 

Yes . 

You \·:ere - he Has in ·~ a t nl , you 1vcrc in "'T "l t '1 1? 

Yes . 

1-That - j L19 t- you ' re b,.. '.n.:; - you ' r0 9_r>onlcin.::; more c;encral1) 'l.n rl t he 
O"Y'e t ica l ly , bnt jns t i "' you can reca l l ,.,h., t did peopl e say , what did 
you sa3 , \vl1at 1vere t he nrgument~ ? 

ThPre "'lvas u bic dis cuss ion - you s e~ , in my t:;cnora t ion o~ - of' s t rue;c;l e 
t ,e DPPOtlrancr of' Raymond Suttner in t 11e Durban Snp-rPmc Court, you l"Tiol-r , 
sort o"' t ,1rew· --lnt o our rids t a very in t eres t ine; .t:'nc- t or f'o-r - f'or ch<' tv
inc; vo l i t ical1y , 11ccauc:o ,.,e aske0 ourselvec: : O . K., c;u; r!" , lvC are a DC 
movement - bo1: c1 o ,.,.,... d cline a per!'! on lil·0 rtr~yttond S l1ttncr - here he 1 s 
been srm t enf'cd t o '30VCn and a ha L f year"' , 110 ' c:; c;oinc- t o serve imprison
ment, he ' s uhit e - on<l t hrre ' s n o ques t ion about t hat- and t hat here 
,.,-e ( ?) nrc bcinc; 11nrn.ssed by black c: t oo..;oc: , bnn t us t an leadcrf' , tvho nrc 
black - i t - i t cane: ed up a deba t e ,.,-:i t l1in T'lY circle o~ people in SASO 
,.,-o discnc: scd t hif' , and I '"as j uc: t almos t ghockcd ,.,.hen a t one time I 
'\··as rco.dinc; this - ou-r - our net·ls l e tt c>r , t he SASO nc't··slc t tcr , qnd I 
found here \vas [In art i ole ,.,,_ich , .. .,s tall inc; about black men in lvhi t e 
skins - I ' m no t sayin.; t h<1 t mi.:;ht hnve been t ho hos t dc ·finit ion of 
t ert:ts , but :i t doef' indicat e one t hi n e: nnc1 i t :indicat es i t very c learl y , 
t hn t even n t t hat s t a..__;e blnc1< "'t udon t s i'oLU1cl t hcm"'o l vcs 1WVin ::; t o ack
nolvlcdc;c t 11'1 t if i t w·vc: rule t hat t·rhi t es t:orc o_I)prc"' scr<> , then t here 
lvas an except ion t o t h"l 't rule , 1nd lvC t·:cn t even slj . .::;h l y f'urt her. 

'Jy 1975 - and t his can be conf'i:rmcd b ./ _._)ooplc like Diliza 'T j i - i n SASO 
tve alro..,dy bccan t o addre"'f' oursc l ve"' t o t he socio- econo"lio _.1robl ens 
o" t he c-ont ll .African qtlP"' t ion, b~"cauc:c '1S soon ns lvC bccnn from t hat 
promic;C' . ns diff'orent rrom t hC" o t her , ,.,hic,l tvo..s lool·inr; a t t ho colour 
of ..., per"' on t s c:1·in 

1 
t hen ,.;e torero boun<" ns 1-) 1 acl::. s t udent ~ to arrive a t 

t he co'Ylclusion t hn t tho en~"my of' t ho A~-ric .... n - o.r 't 1e black people in 
South .. \-''ri en 1VD"' in .fact a '3ys t e.n oi' t·rlJite supremacy and no t t he t\•hi t e 
people t~1cmselvcs . 



.1. 

J .F. 

u. 

J.F. 

~1. 

J.F. 

J . li'. 

.I. 

J. i' . 

PAGE 16 . 

So t 1<0. other premise of' the pure race n.pp:::-onc-h "i~ht ha.vn , nnd prob
ably c:til.l cloeE, become t:Pe i 1Illediatc point o,.. c'e.~.xtrturc -ro" n lo t o:f 
P~"'Oplc uho .find th('J'l"'0lVC~ caucht up in tll..;.., c:d.tunt·:on , in thic; prob
lem, 1vhercas bln ck"', 1ve arn the ones ,,. 10 c toy in the townships , lve arc 
the on('!'; 1vho arn civcn poor 1va0cs , w·e nre t'1r- ones uho have cot no 
suf'.ficicmt dif'.fcrcnt thinc;s at school - lve are the ones lvho do no t 
have this and that , lvc are the ones lvho do no"t vo-ce - ~v'c arc the on£'s 
1vLo have to (SO :in the - in t he mines and die - 1ve nre the ones ·Kho are 
in tl e hostels , 've 'l.re the ones - and 1ve can actually enumerate the 
,,,hole cntalo...,uc o ~ ... roblems that 1ve have - l: Llt thnt beco~es a very 
natural 

4
>oint of' departure, and I ' m snyinc t 1 ic; f'rom :xy own experience 

it lvas a. £l01..nt o.f departure . 

But those who then l>ot;in to think about it , not just :fncl it - those 
w·ho bee-in to t<"~l<.e the probleiP int o "the minc1 , <1nd not j uc:;t in th~ llenrt , 
arc then botmd to bc._.in to lool~ into the roots, into t 11"' C'l.Us£'c: 1 nnd 
the most inevita.!:>le conclu~ion , unless one i..,. projt,cliced , is t11,t ob
jectivcl.., ,-c nrc :faccn uith a !-lystcm 1:hosc pcr.r:>etrntor i~ a. covernr.tent , 
i~ the ~t,te. 

So lvllat did you do nbout H.aymond ' s tr·j ol? 

Uoll , f'or 1y o1m pur.r>oses, it '~·as a dramatic nxpcricnce that con rirmod 
1.vhat h'l.d (l<'vclo_r>od to br- ny own perspective , even ot that stoc<' , t 1 at 
ba!"icnlly w-e a:::-e ..,t.,...;v~n:::; .for a non-racial socir-t.l, pnrl tl at in ou:--
hatrc o:f ra.cisr! <m -I ul.ite su_:::-lre 1ocy, uc shn,~£' t 1 at opinion Fit11 t 11c 
enli~htencd section o.f tlle 1vhitc cmr.mttnl t) , o.("' ,.hi.ch ..:.'1eo.)lc like Pn.y
nond Suttner a.t that sta.cc 1ver0 an e""!"lllrlC' - 0ctually I - -v1) be I ' m 
jttst usin.:; rlaymonc'l. Snttner- it shouldn't be lil·c I ' m- I ' m just inn 
procnss o.f' tryinc; to build up Raymond ..Juttner - ~ctu.'l.lly tllC'1~c Perc a 
:fc:n· other .1.'1copln u' .o "tvere heine detained :in tlln ' ?Oc:. - Dnvi 1 R~bkin , 
ru:tonc; others - i:f I ' m not mistaken , I think the Cronin f'cllOl'l 1vas al~o 
being- - \vas detained more or less nround t 1e some time - t 1erc \~·as -
these chap'"' , Jenkin and - w·ho 1vns the other one - not }:oumbari~ , th<' •••• 

Lee. 

Ja , ther0 iva"' Lee ann so on - more or less those people "\\"<'re bE-ing 
arrester , c'l.r-ta.in<H1 in the ' 70s :for - :for ncti.vities ac;ninc:;t the South 
Af'ricnn rc..;i'lle - I ';a"' only citinG tbA case of Raymond Suttner f'"rst 
1vitl,in t 1 'f' conte"Xt o:f ·1~' invol.remcnt in ~:ntal , and secondly because it 
1vas one o:f those C'1se-= 1vhicl1 .for me bPcrune a. vc.cy dramatic experience. 

rut if' there had bf'~n n blac~ pe"t'son or p£'0.t)le - if' Solor.10n ~fhalancn. 
'vas on tr:lnl in 197~ , you \vould hnve conn to tl-]c trinl probnbly • • • • 

1!011, I 1Uf't <Jctunlly sn) thnt there 1vas n. t..,..it'll t"'lnt W"~<: on - there 
was t:lC "'ictcnnor.:.tzbttrc; 12 trial, where !Ia.cr1 c;, .• ,la , : .. nyi,m , Xnba and 
others ;0re on trial, and 1.ve l·-ero f'ol1o,•2-n~ Ll

4
) tl 'lt trial VC':I)" , very 

closel} , 1·:hich T th:Lnl~ , i.f' ....... • n not mictal en, ·h·ent 1_:1 to about 1976 -
tho bcc;i.nninc; o:f 1976 . 

And did you c;o to that ever? 

To th<">t pa.rtj_cttl'lr tri;1l , no , 1ve di(l not -I can ' t nctua11) thinl< o:f 
any1 ody nou in our '3chool - you -=ee , I ,,·as a - uc i\·e::.~e un..:."\0.csity stn
dents , <1nd 1'C !"">' ::;oluteJ.y identj f'ied - uc nbsolu"tely identi:fied vi"th 
those - with t~oe e comrades. 

"J11n n you S!">ol::e 'lbOL\t t ho SASO mani.:festo , lo yott mean S..t\.SO on the attacl , 
the mani.f'cs to? 
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1--ro , t he SASO policy mm1i:fcst- t he bo~ic - there '1 l)'lSic - i t' s v ery 
import an t :for y ou t o have a l ook a t i t, 'by t he v~y, 1.)0-Cause i t ldll ':>~ 
a very in t eres t inG doct.uncn t .for you in this p:..~o ..; <'ct , l)ccaus<' I ' n q uo t-
inc it direct ly - I can "lctually .fin--1 ..:..t for ) - :. th:i.nl:: i t ' re-
printed in t ile voltuncs of' 3'lC11'11)a oi' 1973 - you ~,,,. , there nr<' ~o 11e 
botmd volumes - I t hinL t:.c 197 - ju~t c'-..nc:: t;hn ' 7,., , ' 73 - but t ''"tt 
'\'IQ~ the basic docLUnent o:r s·.,,., , ,.,.hich Fill. actuallJ ...;iv(' YO':t a ve ... "'y 
clear vicu that even S!.SO - ...... n 1 t ha t Here ...... very import::m t .1oint -
even GASO a t t hat pol:i.cy J.eve l cl 4 d not cl ··ti:-'1 t o '<"' '1. black chouvinis t 
orc;::m:i.sation - in o t 1er 1wrd~ , i t; hnd t o ... ~cckon ,...: t h t he - t ho t t s "' 
v~ry , very, very import an t .. .Jo 'nt- SASO W'11<'n i t Fa~ bein..; -rorned , i t 
had to ~~"'c1::on 1'li t; h t he concnpt o r. black chnu.vjn1sm , nnd i t too,~ n pos 
i t ion t

1
1-:tt SASO is no t anti-l'll i t e bnt pro-1)loc1~ , onrl t h0re t s t he who l e 

ex ... 'l l <m'"l t ion t o t 11., t - one o 'f t he rlr-'d't cr::: of' t 1lo t; m:mi " e1: t o is - is -
is ..'Jn.mcy Pit y"'n"l , 1 y t he lvay , a n d :i. t uoul d be int ercs t i.nc t o - t o k n ol•' 
t hat DnrrH"!J' h<1d t ,_,is -"'ort unat e backc;round , more t 11nn mony o t hers - "' Ct
ually mor<' t han nll t' .c o t her i'oLmder menf.)ers of' ,... AS0 , 1ore t han S t E"ve , 
more - more t hnn narry 'T cnc-1:ekhulu , more t 11-:tn o 11 - S t~ini T-Ioodley an d 
more t l,nn mDny o t 1 <"'r .fello1vs - DnrnPy Pit yan"l a t leas t had been a mem
ber o -~" t lle P.'TC yout h leaclle n t Fort; T\a:-~e , 'J.'Hl h.<:' lvas one o:f t he mos t 
influen t ial :forcns in t hat f'ormn t ion per-iod uhen t hese !!Olicy docuMen t s 
,.,ere beinc; dr-:t:ft cd . 

fi t "l yonr i.n volvml<>n t in '1 :)ro- black orc;anisn.t ion - did t h"l t incl udE' 
Coloureds and Indi 1ns i'o""' yoq - t hcr<:' "'lvere no Co J ourcds or Indians i n 
your unit, T no t iced - did you "'vork 'it h t he111 11hen you ,.,ere "'lvit h t h<' 
ANC bef'orE" yot1. l c:ft t he count ry or lv~at ever contact yon had •••• 

Ja , we l l , I !:lus t say t hat, by t he lvny , one o-~" t h0 mos t int eres t i n e de
v~lo .• )mE'nt ~ that S}~.SO made ••••••••••••• 

TD OF SIDE T T( • 

• • • • l.s it central or :i.s i t peripheral - hou docs •••• 

T!ell , I t 11.inl~ tl·i~ is con t rol - i t ' c; a V<"'~~ cen t ral ql1.es t j.on in Sout h 
A -~"rica because i t 1ris es -rrom a n LU""Ibe-r o-~" bns ic h'Ls tori cal pr~mises , 
t he -r · rs t one bPjn.:; t 111t in t he So n t h -~ f'ricr~n con t ext of' s t ruseJ e , per.
haps noro t han t hn t of' nny o t her count ry in _\-~"rica , 1vc saH t hE" - t he 
P""'<""encc of' "' l "'rc-e , .. ,.,i t P communi t y - .:nni.:;rnnt "' .from "Surope - I moan 
le t me no t sny irnmicrn.n t~ from Europr- becn11ec t hDt re'"'~"rs t o only a 
cert-dn c; cct ion - nc t ua l ly le t me j U"' t ~" n:.~ t ':.rt t the .Pres cnce o " a lareo 
"'vhi t <:' cou&tmit y t hat is settled in Sol' t h ""ric, t hat hns cut all cult
urn 1 t ic::; , .. r; t h the "'orr:ter me t ropol i t on co•mtr~~ , -md hns in t he cour""e 
o'"' t hese :;:>as t th:re~ cen t uries virt ually evolv111 1. ne1·• C!out h Af'rican 
based out loolc , so t o say - is a croup t hat - or rat her , is Dn experience 
t hat no o t her Af'rican connt ry had . 

>T evert hf'le"' c: , t his prescncP of' t he hi.:; , or a ln.ree se ttler conntmi t;y , 
i .r I ce1n U!5<" t lJc t erm , o -~'t on coni'us ec: t ho .,)roblcm, as ,.,.ell a~ t 11e a tt
i t ude and ...... pproach to t he qu<"c: t ion of' racin l .;si , hccausc i t t en ds t o 
blux- t he :fact t hat desrli t e t;J1e i.r presence nnd t he i r beine Sout h Af'ricans 
by his t orica l e v olut ion , neve r t h<' 1 e"'c: that; - OJ"' rnther t o - as I said , 
t o :follo1v up my sent ence correctly , i t t ends t o blur t he - t he co l on -
co l onia l cont ext o -"' t he strueglc. 

To blur i t? 



:IZALA • 

. ' 

.l . 

PAGE 1 8 . 

I t b l urs ~t , or rat her it - i t - i t t e n ds t o - t o creat e an imvres sion 
t ha t t herr i no co l onia l context of t bc s t rut;el e - in o t her words , 
t ha t t hP posit ion o.L t he - o:r t he b l ac1cs in Sout h A rico i n t l-Je s ame 
ac: t ho t of' t he blnck .t·~~"r ·.can s i n t h"' Un·'t r- 1 ~ t "' t l's , .for an exampl e , 
excc:!}t t hat unl i ke t hr , ·re nr"' in t 10 r;l 'lj ority - because i t Cl f"' ;'Pn d s 
on t he premic:es from,., ' cl-t one moves t '1., t one t '--('n set on l' 1 c: o~ ._! oc t·: vcs 
an (] s tratc~ic eo ale: , and t his _lloin t I t h i nk is oft e n madr (? ) - ''"'Y'~c 
i.r .~ oq ' 11 a ll rn• me I - I ' J. l eo j uc: t slie;htly furt her and "~ Vo .i. a l o t 
o¥ r l~ches - you see , Sout h A~r·cn is in Africa - Sout h Af'rica is no t 
nn e:x t ens ion o ""' Eurorro ,.,_c \'ierict:l , -,nd insofar as t he o_pvres "~ ed peovl c 
in Sout 1 Africa are :f" ci t i n u :for l i 1>erat ion i n t 'lC his t orical tmcler
at an din e of t t.,,., conc,.;_1t l i .... <' ra t ion , t l r n 't ~ mean in~ does n o t r1i " :for 
from t he <'Y:!}er·l.enc<' o:r neco lon i ~ a t i. on t l n t o t 1 cr African coun t r i es h.,ve 
CXP<' ~~il'nC<'Cl , f:nvr- for thi~ di ~tin ct ion , t l 'l t in Sout h A:fr·' r"~ i t beco11es 
a n int<'rnn l nff',.ir _._nsofar as t le ,,h.: t A peo.[ll e i n SoLtt h Af'r:icq do n o t 
be l on .... t o <:1 mrtro ~'1o ] it an co untry t hat J c: e l smvh<'re , eit her Ln Europe , 
.America , but arc c 4 rcled lV'i t hin Sout h '!'rica . 

1fhat are t he implicat ions - t he impl ica t ions arc t ha t inso.far a c: "l·'e 
nerec t hat t he blac'c people arc co l onised lJy an int ernal co l oni c;in L 
s t a t e , t hat docs no t re1:1ove an io t a o:f t he fac t t hat :i..n essence t he 
s t ruzele is for t he creat ion o" ~ ne,·r s t a t e n:r t bc :former oppre~!'led i n 
t he uho l e t erri t ory of' Sout h f' ,., -' en vhich, as ' 'e ' ve c:aid. , since t he 
f'ormn t ion o:f t he :fir" t l iberc...t i on orennisat :ion i n t he continent as -
a n d nl ~o as ,.e emphCl!:.; SAd i t i n t he Freedom Ch.,rt f' ... , w·:i. l l be - lvill be 
n on- racial. 

Dut '"(' m 11 ~ t not he ambit;uous in t l-)i., , t ha t t here - t he - t he ~espon sil 
i l i t y ""'or t

1
1e creat ion of a n ew s t a t e in So'l.t h A "ric-:t does n o t l ie -

abRo l u t f' l )r cnnno t lie "lvi t ' t he prP-sent O!_)prcsscr s t <1 t e a n d i t s ore;an ':' 
and mnchin nry - it is i n t h i c: c ont ex t , t'~C'r,..:fore , t 'ln.t "l">'e deman d t l e 
d i<> tnn t lin~· of nr>art '1.eid - in o t hf'r ,.·or~<> , t here is i n Sou.t >, .Afric1 i n 
f'<'~C t o basis :for t he i 1!11 ement '"' t ion of t 1 E" tm:i.versnlly reco.:;n ic:ed prin
ci .._) l e o:f rieht t o so 1 " - cie t crmin "l t i on ins o:far as i t mean"' t ho t l'P , ,.rho 
Lave never lla 1 t 11E" ri •. ) t t o vot f' , 1">' 10 havP n"YP.r had n ... ~i ...,ht to P"'rt 
ici;-'"' t e :i.n t lJe ad:nin i co t rat ion of' OUr coun t ry , l ike z,-,• b j TIS \'Pre be-f'ore 
t he j 11erc independen t , l ike Alzerian s l·:"r~"> b<'.rore t hf' j •·;ere inti"'penden t , 
lil.._<' t he :!oza.mbiqna.n., ·ore bef'orn t J f')' i'Are indepenr1ent , s t i l l r <'~ VE:' t o 
e:xerc:L!"e t hat r i e;ht ond de t ermine t ' ,.jnri of "' t a t e t ha t lve 1wnt , t'~->e 
kind o£ economy on rllich t hat s t a t e shall be based and so on and ~o ~ort l 

And insof'ar a~ t 1
,.. .. princi ... le is se l f - 0etr>rmin Cl t .; on an d no t joint de t er

minat ion - 1n~ t his is my "irm view - i t may n o t be r<'pr 8 n t a t ivP of' 
o t her peopl ~ , ~ut I - I - I s t a t e i t because i t ' s , .rirm convi ct ion -
i t means t 1 1 t t he oppres~ed people , lvho are presentl y l0d hy t he s,rc , 
have t o 1-mee a s t ru~crle lvlJich wil l <'n d up a t t he di~ 1<mtli n t, o¥ t he -
o:f t he apart heid sys t em , t he dismnn t lin b of t he s t a t e i t sel!' , nn d t he 
cons t ruc t ion of, n w s t ate by t he o ... ~resscd peopl e thcmselvec: . 

NO"\\' you may ask yourself lvhere does t he ques t ion or nn t i - rnci-,lism f-i t 
in t his ,.,bole concept - i t ".:. t ~ in very neat ly nnd - and t 1 is ic: ho'v t he 
A C has - has seen :it - i t ¥-l t c: in in t 1e sense t hat, on , our ob j ect ive 
is clear - i t ' s non - rac:i.al ob j ec t i v e , and ,.e man:i..fes t i t 0ven ore::mis 
a t ionall r in t 11e sense that ·FP 11nve amonc us people .from t ' <' various 
racial c-rou~"ls , includin.., t e '"bit es , but I m·ls t ndd a quaJ · .('ica t ion 
t ho t i t is onl; t hose ,~,, '. t e!'l ,, o ident ify clearl y '"it l t 1 r:> ..;oal of' t he 
dP!= t ruc t ion o-r t he presen t l"'1C i ~ l s t ruc t n,...es in So 1.t h \"'·r-ica and lvho 
~ t 1n 0 "or n. non-racial and de ~ocra.t ic =.nl' t h A.Lrica '~·ho t ' 0n lrav "' a horne 
ldt l'in t he present processes of t he buiJ.dinc up for t l,a t 1 Ln 1 of fut ure . 
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N . ·nut i t cloes de fin · t ~"ly me.,n t1,~ t in c:o far - as f'ar as t he ANC is con-

J , F . 
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cernP ~ , ~c do not only con "in" o rselvec: ,.._-_thin t hP creat ed racial 
bnrrierc: - ,.e - lvO have brolrPn t heM in tho 1ist orical proces c: of' our 
developmen t - we have eonP t o t h o t her side - and our messaee 1as 
been , and "'vill con t inue t o bP , t 1 o t "'vhitc cotmtr}~len nnd "'vomen , , .. e 
have so t a common :fut Ll.re t o builc-1 , nnd as '""' eny so 1 "'ve nre exE:'rcis i n e; 
even a t an element ary level, t ha t rie;ht to sel "- ic t ertr~inati on . 

Tt doe~n ' t mean of' cour~~ , as t he concert has been discussed qnd de 
bat ed , p~rt icnlarly w·it h 'n internat ional ln~v and even , "'or th~t '"la ttPr , 
f'rom t he> !'lo-i.nt of v ie1v o.!:' the experience"' of' v,~·· on~ rmti-coloni<1l 
s t rut;e;lP"' , t bn t ,.,e nre clemandine som~ ldnri. of c: i.ci !'lion - c::eccssion or 
t he creP~tion o" a 9C!'arat e b l ack ~tatr , t ha t l~ind of' t hin.:: - t hi '3 is 
not whn t "'ve arP lookinc for,,rard t o , l u t 1ve E~ro loo1rine f'or,vnrd t o t he 
creqtion , qs I ' ve said , o~ , sin~le o:; t n t e l~lich , for obvjous hiq t orical 
rer-sonc: , vi..ll be over•.;hcl :tin e;ly r l <"~ck inso+-...,r as eve:r;: black ••ill have 
" ri[;ll t t o vote and 'tvill be a rPf'l Pct ion of rhat T ,.,s t alkinc, about 
i.ni t i olly , t hat Sout h Africc=t is not an ext ension o"' "Su:rope and is not 
an ext ension of America, but i~ f'ou.ndcd in t bc Af:ric,,m contin en t where 
90 percen t - or l "t ' s s~y 90 ~~rc~n t o"' it ~ to~ul1ti0n is not n llowed 
t 'I-Je richt t o vo t e> nnd pn:rt icipA.t e , b11t u:Lll vo ' ll) not be r1c-:inlis t -
enc'l "'vC are C~ lrcady d0mon~ t:r"l t in c; t ho t in t he ANC nne' pcopJ.e have a 
ri~ht t o pnrt icipat e at 1 ll levels. 

Hy o'm nssumpt ion ·· ~ t 11at w·e may have C<1bine t ..,in i s t ers in Sout h 1 f'ric<"~ 
w·ho t 11 I " ,.•lJi to - i t ' c:: t here in t he UDF - t hey arc tn~Mb~"rs of t lre exe 
cut ive , .• , ' c'1 nre ,..,.,, ·t'"' - I t hink t his is a t rLl.C rc:flcc t ion - I tl inl<. 
perhnps "'vhcro -.:·:e di "'f'f'r 1\fi t h t he r£'.;imP a t t h:i.s lcvPl o+- t he t'Tlder
s t andinc of thj.nc;s is th!'lt t hey Cion ' t !"Ce t he renl Sout h } frica - we 
t hink ,..,.c see the rca] Sont h A:fric1 - t hey only sec n !-,art of' "out h A:fr
ica - t hey ~Pc t he tr!'P-, w!' E ee t l e forest , wd ,..,.e are concernPd t hat 
w-e ::houlcl meet t o ...;ethr,... t he various t hrcoc1 s ln ~outh Af'rica into a sin
c;le rope - t'1ere ic: no t hread t ha t mus t be J crt out side . 

An d in Sout h Af'rica t here are Africans , there are ''''•ites , thC're are -
there 1. c Colou.rr · , there .,.,..e Indian Sout h A.fricans , and when t he rope 
ha.s been l·ni tted t o...;e t hcr , i t m~y act ually be rli f'ficul t at cert ain 
s t ac-es t o rick out one colour from t bo otllc.,.. ·n soi'nr as t hey shall llave 
been 1Jroueht t oc;e t he>r , ~me t his is "'vhat ,.,.e lvot.-ld lik.P t o I uild up t o
'vardc: , '; lich 1-;rilJ. -"' l.n 'l.ll y end a t t he com!1lctc reversal of' t he vPs t i..;es 
o:f racC' conc:ciou.sness - ... '1eople in a :future Sonth Africa '"ill 'Je ""in t o 
consider tlwr1"3elvPs as Sout 1, Africans and not in racial cnt ceor·' e~ , be 
cause that ,•i ll :w.vc no social , economic , politi cql or even cultn.ral 
meaninG - ,,.c l·:ant t o end this base . 

And pC'rh"'tps t "li:=> is even 'vhy :from t he poin t of viC'tll' of' t he M C , ond :from 
1 ·y o"',n pC'rsonol {1oint o:f vie'" ' any tall~ n.bout t ht=> ric..hts o:f .1 inorit ies 
is o vc..-y , very , vo~ , very suspect conce!)t , because such, conce_:1t 
,..-an t ~ t o "ntr~"nc1~ ?) raci<d privilc:;es , because ,,,e mus t one (?) s t art 
aslcin.; ourselve:: ~1 .i..s o raci"ll minorit:r - by the 1Wj , t l" t~rn r,cinl 
is no t usually used- ,..,.hat · s t alked about is t 1e ric-ht of' 1inor.; t i.cs •••• 

Groups , minority croup"' • 

J..c- minori t ) ._:roups - no' t he ques t ion tJ~., t "' very , ver) intcrec:tin.., is 
1vho arc thr~e> ,::rou.:>s - , .• , o de t ermines t''~~o ...;roups - ldlO ar~ t he spol~es -

en of these erol.<.p~ - .from t l e ... oint o-r vic,.; of' t l'e Tational is t P~rty , 

""rom t1"c (la.•s o-f •• n.J.an in 1 9 11 8 , past (?) Strydou, Ve~,·ocrd , Vor~t er , 
3o t La , perhaps it lva"' best ""rt ic 1.lat ed ')y Connie :·uJ.der himscl!:' - amone 
\:fricnnc; t here are minority croups. 



. ~~.\ l !\ . 

. I . 

.J . F . 

n GE ,..,, 
v o 

The Xhosa , t ee Zulu , t he Sot ho , are supposed t o be minorit y e;rou.._1P , lHl.t 
al:-~c: , "hen i t comes t o t he Phit£>s , t hey t oee t l er are a ""inorit y .:..;rouJ."ls 
no t t he French minori t y e;roup , t he German min orit y erou!) , t bE" A "'r:i.v
anner m-Lnori t y c roup , t he Bnuli9h mino:it y croup, t he Jf'"'vi-sh ntin ori ty 
croup , t he Greek mino~lty £;roup - so if "\ve "1\"Cre t o br! conc:is t ent ,.rit11 
t he concept o" r:rinorj ty .:;ronpc: , whic l. w·oul d no t no , l>ut I ' m j us t c reat
i n e o :hypo t he t ic"l. l sit u,., t ion , I t hin k "\ve ' d no t evf'n 'lL;rcc 1vit h t he 

"'rat ionalis t :'art y ideo l o.; · e c: on t hat concc9t o:r t h£> creat ion of' I"' in-
orit y crot1.1ls , and secondly , fOU see , racism is no t ~ uc:t an idco lou~. 

He ' re no t on l _,r "i..;' t ine aca..:..n c: t ideas t r"l t exieo t in !100 .._)1 r ' "' min ilc: -
He o.r0 ,.,i ,:-1"t .;n.:; D._.'1ins t "' c- t <:>,...io l si tn~ tion t ',., t 0vis t "' · n soci~ l , i n 
po l i t; cal, in economic t crus - t he reeinn. 1'19 ' ov£>r t ,.,f' ye'1rs , ove r t he 
c<:>n t u:i.C'"' , creat N1 a sit n.., t ion 'tvbere t he '"' l t 0:=: 0n j oy ce.rt n in pri v il
et;e~ - t 1ley' re t '" ones 1:-ho s t ay i n Johannc"'t ur.s in t he cl t y - t bey 
~ t fly in t he suht...rbs - "\vC are s t ayine in t he L;hCtt o.-: 1 1·;e are s t oyinc, 
in t he - in t ',P - in t he - i n t he .farms - '"c 'tave 1 een crent ed bant u
s t ans for - t hE"y 'lre t 10 ones "t-vho r>ossess t e :.~igh t t o l:ov" f'qc t ories , 
O"\mer ... hip o:r i'<'~c t0rics and so on and s~ :rort 1 , and c l eo.rJy · r- by t he 
ri ,_;l t o.f minorit; .., roups is me!'ln t t he ri,:-'1t to re t ain t J1e 1,resent econ
o ... .ni c ,.mel socio.l condit ione:; , 1vhich arc in t hcmsc l VE""' :fo un ded on a rae ·.al 
bns i s , t hen uhat lvill be t lLo use of' t his "\·Tho l e s t "'ue.:;l e for l iberation 
i:f a t t llC end l·:c "'vi l l no t be abl e t o enjoy t h,..se economic , social and 
political t hin5s t oGet her ~-·ith - 1vit h - I mean o.s a people t oact her ''lit h 
t he "'vhit e on an - on a - on o j • ~ t basis - on a jus t boeic: . 

I some t imes even ..;" t a.fraid of t he t erm on o.n OC].ual ba c:is , because un
le~ c:: i t is no t ,ovinu "rom t he premise of' - of' ndnori t y ~roups , t '1cn 
yC"s , on .,n equoJ. bn~ i ~ , ~o 1ve re(;ord t he 1vlli t f' i.n Sout h .\i'ricn as - ns 
Sout h .t..·":r i cans , and.:: t ' inlr our :fut ure con s t"t ut ion - a n d t 11is i s 'tvlcrp 
t his ~ucction is - wi l l be c l Parl f es tablis 1 ~d - wi l l not h~ve wit~in 
i t en t renched clauses ba:=Pd on t he rocio.l oricin oi' ;>cO!,)le , o t herw·is e 
i t FilJ. mean 1ve arc pandcrin.:; on on - on racialis1.1. 

Tcll I~"' somc t hint. - in t he Sout h A "rican con t ext lvhat i"' t he nat ion ~l 
quec: t ion - is t 11"1 t a t o..ll relat ed t o 1vhat 1ve ' re t a l kin3' about n o,·r? 

Yes , i t i:"' VPry nu011 c:o - t he t E"rM i"' a vnry C()nvcnti on, I t erm in t he 
sense ~it ~ ~is t orlc'1.1- o~ i t s his t oric ori..;in - yoQ sro , t he n a t
iona l quos t ion arldresseA i t self t o t he na t ion ,.,or·., t ion ~rocec:soc:; ~n d 

ref>o 1 v ·I.TI..., _:>roblor ""C' lat cd t o t he n n.t ion I.'ormotioTl ... roc-eFS('Q 1 'v]1E" t her 
i t is .._)roblP 1s of' Jibcrn.t; on , 'tvhe t her i t i ~ ... >roblems o:r c:uc"L ~ n "l t ion ' s 
:rie-ht t o sc 1 ,.,- c"e t cr. linat ion , or even sovrei ._.n t y ond indepen d0n ce - , ,-}Je 
t 11cr i t relat es t o fJ.Ues t ions of .loncuaee on..l so on and so -~"orth - as a 
conccr>t th~" n" t ionnl qnes t j_on ac t uoJ.ly evo J.ved in 1vorl cl hic:; t ory for t hn 
f'irs t t ime I t hi.nl(. a t t he period 1vhen n a t ions "\-Jere i'ormed , b,..c.,use i n 
my own view· n,-, t ions w·cre no t al1vays t here . 

For exorl."ll c , -i. [' you look a t t he e..<omple o " crnnny , t here "\verc - t "lPrc 
yere di ,.,,.,C".,...cnt princir>n.l i t ies - t l-nrc "\·'Of' re"i i "l (? ) t here "\vas .. ·lsat
ians nnd so on and c:o f'or t 'l.- Aus t ro- IItU1G'r'.,...; ons rmcl c:o :fort h - but C' t 
a ce.,~tain s t .,ce , becr!ll"'e of t he development of o comnon economj c l i:Cc , 
t hen t h0sc various na t -ional i ties t hn t ho.d l ived on exc l usive i n depend
on t 1 i :fc ,::rnvi t o t cc1 t o..;f'l t her aro un d t bis co"tmon econ omic l ii'c on d t hen 
+'ormecl , ,.,or t he ,.,jrst t j~w in 1vorJ.d hiF t or~- , t hese nc1v n r~ tion s , t he 
nri t ic::l , '~·hich hn.c1 P-i. t 11in t hem t he Ucl:='1 , t 1 n Sco tt ish and so on - a t 
t imes ,.i t 11out o.bf'o l u t eJ.y obli t ero t inc t 1"'<' ,,rt s .rrom "':hic1J t hPy h"ld 
been .fo~.1ed but nPvert ',elcsc: , do crco.t i n .., Z? ) t 1·ic: c: ;n~le c t 1mic col11ITI
un i t y , so t o sa; , '1rotmd a cormon economic li-~"'0. , 'tvhic'h t :l.Cn dPve l oped 
t o sl:nre a common l ancuace of' commu:nicat jon , 1,•ric'1 '""'c: neccss!'lry insof'.,.-
as t he bllycr and t hA sell er had t o unde:r~ t::'nd ench o t "Lor w·hat 1vas bein..; 
t he sub j <'c t o~ t:rnn~act ion . 
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:1. And insoi'ar as t he labourer and t he and t l1e cmpl oy"'r had t o · m-'~ er
s t and each o t her, t hen t 1ey ( t ,ere) evolved t'1is co..,'lon l·mcu.,we -
you see i t a"' Gr.rm:::.m , you s PC ; _t os Enclish - despi t e t he f'1c t t hat 
t he 1fclsh mic;ht have t heir - t heir o,m , but t hey deve l oped t hic: coi'tmon 
lanc;naee , "'Ti d in t he p1"'occss , i.n t h<> - in t b<> l.)rocess oi' t he his t or
ical evol utlon of t l1<1t, t hen a l so a conmon cul t llrc dev e l oped , ~ c ommon 
psycholoci ca l outloo • 

N O '\'l .: f' .:o 1 loo' c in t o t he Sout h African sit uat icn 1 one o.f' t h<' mo9 t i n
t eres tine aspect s , a t least from a t heoret i.caJ po "nt o:f v · eu of' t he 
l ibernt ion processes , ~nd on e oi' t he sharpes t "' tru~ ..... l es bc t ,vcen us and 
our oppressors , ·,.,!" been 'l c t ually our Lmclcrs tonclin ~ o:Z' t he nat ional 
ques t ion - t 11C Sou.t h A ·.rrican rec·i me -l..ns i.s t s - <:~nd t his has bonn t heir 
.~, of'it ion , hy t l'c F'1Y 1 UJ1 t i l VC'ry r<>c<'ntly - t bn t t here is no sin ~le 
nat ion in Sout h A " ric"1 but Sout h A r .... i<'., i ~ composed o£ various n a t ion co 

accor'in..:; t o thc.~t t le Zul us are a no.t :ion , t 11C Xllo"1 " -:trc a nat ion , e t c . , 
t hen t ;lc lvllit cs are n nat ion t oget llcr - :.: •v(\ nlre" ·1 ~ rcf'e.,...T'rcl t o t l a t 
o.s.uec t and t he short - <111cl t he pit i'all s of' that kincl o.L ar0 ·Uf'lent. 

And t hen , rovin.::; f'ro"l t hat t 1..,eoret ical prcmi<>o , t h(\y t hf\n con cluded , 15 
was nrcucd ry ~~ul df' .c , by - by Verlvocrcl ~nd coo on, t 1 ~ t t 11('C(> '\''lrious 
na t ions ho.V<' u·o t a r .. ....,h t t o !"clf'- d<-t rrr.!inn.t ion , ,.,rhi.cl., l!=: ;n 1 i n e lvit h 
t he .1rincipl c ol' the Un i t ed -.Tat lon c: , Hh:t.cll calls f'o:!:' o. rcs ... Pct o.f t l <' 
principl f\ Ot ri:::ht o~" nat ion9 t o f'e l "'- dctcrir ·n.,ti.on , ::me :f'or t hem t hiS 
could onl:,• 1JC' <"X<'rc..:...-od uit hin t l e confines o.f t he bo.nt us t1n ~ Hl'icl' 
tre ~· t l (\n c-rf\"l t "( - t l,e vnr..:..ous J and botmdar..:..e"' in t he resC'l."'Ves o -"' Sout h 
.\""rica . 

Ilo,.,ev<'~~ , uh'l t t 11ey .. lissPd , even :from t lw t universal np.;.1roncll o..r t he 
princi,!11C , v,.,"' t hn t t he _principl es is C" l l ed sclf'- de t er"tin<1 t ion , and 
i t is no t ,..,i t hou.t reason t hat i t 1 s not _: Ll.1" t cal.J eel na t ion s ri...,r t t o 
det ermin., t ion bnt self - t 1 ey ,.,ere no t - 1·:c l:e:!:'e no t dc t crx.1i.n i.nc i t 
ourselve"' , they lvcre rletc:rminins- f'or us t he boundaries of t he 1 ')n t u-
s t ans - 1-·e '1ave never part icipa t ed , ,.,hctl (\ r by ref'ercn0 um or ,.,lle t 11er 
1 y nczot i., t ion - ,..,c have nc t u,lly I e0n <'xcl•ldec.l f'rom nny r<'f'erendur , 
'from "lny nccot i1 t ion in Sout h Af':r:.c., ,.,hiclL let erminc<'l t he con "~ t i. t ut i.on 
of t l1c s t a t e , ,.,,'l.ich cle t crnin ed t he v,_riolls o t her aspect s t hat f!re re 
l a t ed t o tJ,is concept o£ se l .f- de t erm ·nnt i.on - '\C have be<'n excl uded , 
., o ho,\· t hen can i t be c:tllcd self'- dct Ar tino.t i.on - i t t s be (\n det ennined 
by t he opprcssers . 

~O'\v ot...r Ol\'!1 ap.._')ro1cl - our Ol.n appro.-.c-h '1as been an approach '"'l ich I 
t hink l"~ his t oric,ll ... correct bec'1US<' it i::; .fol.ll1ded on 11i9t orical f',c t " , 
1 as been t ] 1 t in Sout1

' .f\.frica , h.> vi.ct uc of' colonialif'n , <'lnd despit <' 
t lle exis t ence of' t 11e colonial s t a t e ,,,it 11 in t l <"' boun<'lnriP!" o:f our coun 
t ry , t bere exister' the o !1!)res "~er nn d o p ... Y' ... C~ ~ C'C1 nat ions , -,nrl th~ t t he 
opp.,...cssed <:~re l'l t rt:.ccrlin~ t o creat e a single nation - C~ t t ~x.tes i t ln.s 
I een con si.dcrcc1 b:,r cert "'~in ... ')eople - I t hink I remember rc n0ing a speech 
t !1.a t ,vas made b .~ Jan Sm .. tts , w'ho ap 01 J ec1 t o t he whit "'S lqrin...., t :he t i 1e 
of' the f'orm<:~tion o:f union , a~"ter t 1e Tr-n:~,t~ 0£ Yereeni...,:.n..., , '111<'1 s~irl 
t o t h"'m : 1!e <:~rc one nat ion - t he dis t inct ; O'l bet,.,..ecn \ " _c;l c.. "lner, .cne-
lic:h , Jelv and so on , nust !J~ :forc;ott<'n - ,.;c are one no t ion - t hat ' s 
,..,hat Jan Smut s said t o - t o t 1le lvld t f\ .ueople lvhen t hey lvcre - ,.,hen t hey 
,.,ere - ,..,hen t hey lvan t ecl t o fon 1 t <' T nion constit ut ion in 1 9 10 - and 
indeed , t'vo years lat er t he fotmdin L> Ca t hers of' our o'·rn liberat ion move 
men t Cil.Ill"\ t oc;cthcr aJ.so in Dloemfon t cin on t ile 8th. Jn.nunr.~ 'U1d nixley 
kaSeme s-,_;_, : \!e are one nat ion - and ac t ually referred to t 'lC ""eudc 
tllat mi .. ) .. t have existed be t ,veen t ' c ~hosa and the :.:ulu and t he Fin.:;o 
and so on , nnd said : Ue are crcnt in.s one nation . 



H . In o t he:r \\'0 "'(1 e ' t here has e ..... !"' t ed in So ll.t h 1.-;: ' . C'1.. tuo nat ion , 1JI' t t he 
exis t ence o ,... those t 1vo nat ions has been a r.l"U'lif'es t a t ion prec :.~ clJ of' 
t l <' Sout h :.:r.c.:.cnn problem, becau.se a country 1vit h a common c c on o d c 
J ·~"'c s'1onld not be divided among- i t self' , and this is ul';· our s truc~lc 
is t o create a sincle Sout h African no t ion 11hich is cr:>n~on-:tnt 1vith t he 
lcvcJ. o.r the dcvelormnnt o:f our cconor~~· , TJl'ic 1 pulled ( ? ) t oeet hcr 
various peoples and e t 1mjc groups "'ror- "11 t'1<' co~e·!'s o.e- .... out h Afr ic""l 
in t o one sociaJ modi :tr (?) 'tvhe t hC'r i. t PO..S XI O"., , uhC' t he:"' i t 1vas Indi :-:m , 
'tvhc t hcr i t '·ns German .; n t ho Sout h A f'ri.con con t .... v t, '1.nd 1ve "'ound our
selves 1..ri t 1 in a common ec-onomic l if'<' , but Pe t re ' >ein_; scparn t ed nrt
ii'ici:-11 1:· <'~nd clf' l ib('rat o l y , i n cont rnc: t t o this social ;:md ccon o'lic 
rcn l ooi t y , hy t he .,")r:>lit iC""ll c t rnc t urcs o-"' t he O..,?prcsser S t atf' 1 nncl 't'lif' 1 ro 
s t ruccl in.:., a~1ins t t 11i" , f':><'c-:tuse ,.,c feel t l.<'~ t t here ·i c: a.n ob j ect ive 
uronnc, , t 11Cr"<' is an econ omic bas i e , t here i"' n socinl ju"" t ific-:tt ion 
-ror t 'v" unit y o:f polit ic"'l l , oducn t ional and o t her s t rnc t Ll,...es -~"or a 
sinc-le Sout h Afri.can n:"' t ion - i.t is no t ye t t here but i t is s t rug[;l in_; 
t o be born - i t exjst s .L'O t entin lly . 

J . F. The mechanism t o help i t be born - obviou::;ly one ncerls o lot ') -r i n i t
iat ives t o cet t here , and di 'f "c-ren t s trat e~ie<> "tnd t actics - on e of t rr:
ques t ions t hat recurs in Sout h Africnn '1i~t o.,...y is how· far shoulcl one 
co 1 or should t he people co i n sc tt jn.:; up non- r'lcial but e t hnically 
ba.c;ed or~anisations ,.;i t hin t he liber~tion movement. 

H. ( l""lne;h) Ja, t hat ' s a very in t cres t inc q.,cc t j on - very , vC'ry inter<:>~ t in~ 
<J.Uestion , nnd I mus t con:fcss t ha t come of t 1,esc qU<'"'ti.one - naybe i t ' != 
bccnuse of J.a:o:incss on t he part of' I mcnn our"'<"lV<'f:' , )On 1rno1..r - 1ve 
sho'l l c1 b'"' ""lclclrcssinc t l1<'Se qnoc:o t j ons very , very , vcr} cle'l.rly no·w· you 
s co , i t i" t rue , ""In I t 11jnk t l-)c A J C i~ n VC'ry c l c1r cxo.m .. 1le of 'tvh'lt 
I ' m ..:;oin.:; t o say, t h-:t t if' , o~ wn nrn , s t ruc;c;linc t o create n singl e 
Sout h f'ric~m nn t .:..on , t 1 '"11 1ve mus t be c;i.n t o "'""lnj -re~t t h is object i vc , 
of' '"1 icl1 'tv<' :t.r<' ..... n l"'lbr) o , t hrouc;h (? ) t he f'or'"'lS of' orc;anisat ion t ha t 
1ve arc creat in..; - nou t 1,.., ATC 1- "'S <.'dclressed i t .:;el:f to t his ques t ion 
inso.f'.-.r '1..S th0 c1 c- t ermino..t ion or t he member:J 11..i.p o:f tl1c vo.riou"' racial 
._. ro·l ... s , inc.l llc1in._:: t ile levels a t 1vhic 1. t wy sho uld :!,)o..rtici:r>ate "n t he 
~"' C , !"ln 1 corre c t ] y so because part l J i t an s, ·nr.- t he question yon hav e 
askncl , 1nd thr r·c l•oc: nrtS'\vered thi~ question correctly by pract ice -
b) olloF; ..... _:; mcmbcrs,1 Lp t o t ho ANC t o 1-.clonc- to onybo y , any Sout h _,\.,.r
·ic,.·m '", o 'ldhore~ t o t ho princi~l ec:o o -r this non- rnc..; "11 domocr1 t ic fu t 1•re 
socie t y , 'U1d t his has incl uded various racial croups , as you are a1vare . 

I t , 1s been a procec:c: , ''ccausc- t he cons t i t ution o:f 1958 1vas l'ln excl usive 
A fricaniF t cons t i t u t ion - t he ANC conl d only be joinC'd by \frican<> -
no t even o t 11er racin l .sroLlP!'> - by A:fricons - but one o.f t l1f' mo~t out
c: t andinc cllnrac·t er;.., t ic"' or t he ANC - nnci I ' m not soyin.; t his becaue-e 
I ' '1 eit her brain1vashed or ,v'l.a t- i t ' s bccans" or t h<' nb ·' l i t y of t he ATC 
t o ri.~ P. to t'1.c occasion .,. , t o t he de .. tands o"' the t inr>F , nnd I t hink 1ve ' vc 
done t his . 

01 t 10 , t he 'l"'DF - t his is t h e prin ci:Dal dcliocro t ic moveJ"<'n t jn Sout , 
A r r_: C""l t oday - hoi': docs t 1.c UD!.i' sec t his <lUcs t ion - ac t u:1 l ly I :nny <>v ., 
t ... o t t he tJ'DF hn<> r"colv<'d t his quc ~t i.on sli._.htlj •)C.rorc t • e .~-''TC lid , 
lJecL:.usc rllereas in 19(9 t he A C on l } ClPclo.red ..... 1 tssion - ,~·e • re not 
t allcinc in or~o.nis 1ti on '"'ll t en c: , no t in t er:ns or .... o J. j cy - l·:c '~--ave a l
lvays been non- rociol .Ln our po l icy "1.,.").~.,roacll ineo "o,... as t he ol ~ ect ive"' 
t hat lvC are .l"ic'ht in~ ror ..., rr> conc<'rncd - but no 1vc ore mavin ._. .Ln t o t !'le 
in t o t he otl er sPct o"" , ~ 1 ich \·re b1v<' n"'lced ;:...bout, t 1 ques t ion of t~c 
s t .,...L,c t ures - a t it"' f" oL.."ndo t ion in 1 98,:] t 1e t.':Jr ., l ,~n ad)· had 1dt l.in i t s 
e xecL. t ivc members o,... t l'c - f'rom va"'iou5 raci1 l u'""Oups . 
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''lit hin the AI C - actuall . even bef'o::::-e t'w.t tjme this delJnte had been 
caine on - I lrno•· ns a tter of' f'act t l"t even in the ' 70s people '\vcre 
as :ein~ ,.,·lat is the !,10int , comrades , of ,.·1:i.te comrades participatin~ in 
t he strue._.le equally ui th otherF , ev0.n fS" ·..,~ to battle , ._.o:il'lrs to jail , 
sharin ..... everythin~ , ~ha.rin~ even t he fSra.""~r" , >ut '\ve can I t find a place 
\vi thin the orcnnisa.tiona.l structures of tl,., \ TC - this debate took 
place , a ve-:,· 1'"'"1thy discusc::i..on , in t he ~.: c, and its result \vas man
i:festcd in 1 ~s.: , '"hen tlJe A~C opened t h" door~ o,... t 10 leadership at the 
national e f'cutive level - the doors had already been opened at all 
other l evel<> "nVe f'or this policy makinz or~::w - to open it to all t he 
racial [Srou ... "' , 1·:hich I think \vas a very c;reat developmen t. 

Dut nov you have re-~""rred to e t lmic<1lly bnc:;0. 1 orc;anis01 t-lon s - yo'l sE>e , 
-rirst o" .,1] I thinl~.. 1·1c must clearly <:!pprC'cinte one "'act, and I ·'rm t t o 
~") it V"cy !JoJ.dlJ· , because to me it '"', I believe- no , more th.,n t h"lt , 
it I !'l n conviction tha.t He should 1vor:: for <m 1 to,mrds the crcntion of 
sinclc non- racinl o!~.:;anisationc:: in Sonth ~.c-riea in line 1·rith the i ....... TC , 
'becaus~" tll0. .ANC ic; a re:flection , <1nd it nu::: t 1)0. a t::.~:.:f' re.flection o.f 
''hat ~L.,~ ... ~ns insirlc tl e countT) , 'ln(l "<lU"lJ J, I thi .. n~. , to ., C~"'rta:in 
extent ,·4nt ,.la

4
, ... ,ens :Ln"idc t,e C)untr:, ~lust 1)0 a..trt.lf' ~~"flection o.r 

o L1r o'm ' jr>cti vcs - '"e must - uc m!,.,. t ~;ark to'\:ards this. 

But the ot1 1e:::- aspect uh:i.ch yon ..... t•c:t unders t and in t•"' context in t:he -
in the r>rocP'3" is tl at , you S<'<' , .._lolitical c'evelo,r::ncnts , t...'Tllike natural 
developmcn t!'l , "l.re not de t errr i.ned .:n eho::::-t _r>erl.od"' lD(e seasons , ':ere 
you. l'..no,\• t• ot ,,o,· it is sprinb "lo1vers are ~oine; to come nho tt - t:hey ' r" 
1-.rorl.;:ed f'?r - you l:no1v1 an idea con exist 1·.r: t ''in a movemen t, uit~in a 
commu.n ·t:,· , 'tdt1 in a pco ... 1<' 1 ·~"or qui t e some ti 10. 'tvithout 1t ::'indinb' 't'C 

olisation in ..,)rocticc, c:;i_ "ply becnuse :::'irstly, nt n ccrt"l' .. n lf'vel there 
P.l::tY not be an initiative' to implement it , br-crHl.Se i" sucL ::~n initi"ltiv~ 
could be tru(en, t 11cn ::.t could be reolised - and th::.s is ho1..r h ic:toric 'l.l 
.._1roccc:ses have sor'<'t~. C" been madr> 7 by to:::.jn::; an initia.tive and inpl e 
.1C'n tin..; the idea - bt t at ano t her l<'ve 1 i.. t "lay be a r0f'lection o...- t he 
.fact tl "lt w·e do not yet thinl- t' '1t t 1ri c irlc~ ha!': been , you 1rnow, ab
solutely canvn"'c:f'!d in our conet•tu~ncy oncl cverybod) ~...;roes with it -
and h~"'caL1Se t.mi t:· is one o'f t ! c .. ain :fa.ctors that ,.,-e have t·o ta'.-E' into 
cons i r1 r>ration i.n determin:inc; oreanisation., l and leadership struct 1rP!", 
then ; ·e t enrl to l:ec p t'1c irl C'"l up tl·<' she 1,... , or 'lfl o ,.,.. "}1"'0VP , '·i tho u t: 
.for.._;0ttint; i..t , ldt'•oqt ie;norin...., it, v4t'101 t nee;lect ·n ..... it, tollcinu 
abo 1t, dcbatin .:; it , thrm·r:i.n..., it orounc , qntil such t Lne t hat ,\.f' t~inJ.
and , .. f' "eel t hat it c; now pro ... er to f'l;)h"" a final brenlc and to C"Jnvas!': 
f'or it~ :finaJ. rc"llif'ation. 

Tl1is ic:: u'1y I re'f<'r.red to tl1e deba t e .,_bout t 1ri.s qt,C'"'tion in the a•c 
:far carliP.r than 191"'5, but it \•rae on l y in 19fl5 , nf'tf'r ""·tf'nc;i.v~ dis
cuss ion , rlnd I t1"~i..n'::. t' i..s is 1v11err> lies the strcnct1 o.f deMocratic 
processef' - c::o ::::: uoulcl not be CJ.Uick t o .:;ive jnc\~nent , not to Mention 
conclcmnin::; , Ileor>le ,.,J-.oae clearly s t-,t ecl objcctivec:: a,.,.,. the realisntion 
o" o non-deMo -a non-rncial democrntic Sont11 P.frjcn , ~ut 1vho for cert
~i.n reason - probabl~r f'or tactical reason - at a Cf'"""t~in ..; · von stae;e 
still bnve to mobilise and ore;onise 't·;i t',i..n cert~d.n et'mic ._.roups . 

No,\• let ~'10 he mo.,..C' concrete and stop -lo:L"'l._; n lot o...- thcorf't i cal uYm
nastics - yn·l seo , ~s o matter of' :fact, in So nth .\.c'ricro1 1 i !'!to·ry , ,·1-Jich 
has not "lh•nys been determined by us , 't 1"~e o!)prcs"'ecl, no1~ (?) ly t he 
liberation movement , there have been lauf' r>.,"sod '; t11e ::;ov0.rnMent in
s is tint; that t 11e.,..e should be no political inter.f<"rf'n co bct't··een one 
eroU.._"'l , onC' rocinl croup and a.no t her - there l1as been that proccc:s , by 
the ,.,.,y - t,~t - t'mt I s one. 
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Seconc:"l~ , becau""e of' t he various lar"' of' rec--c::;n.tion 1 dif' ~"er<m t rac:i.al 
croup ... 1 '1Ve been accommodat ed in di.f.fcrcnt areas - nou a t t he practical 
J cv~ l oi' politicaJ 1mrl· and ore-anisat ion , it 11cnns t hat an Tn,lian de
mocrot "t·ri t h whom '\ve share t hP. !"'arne per~ ... cctive and n.._1proo.ch , has to 
'\vorl: '\vi thin t he con.rincs of' t llf'se rcaJ.:.:.ti C'"' ::md orc-nnise vi t hi n hi"' or 
her o'\m arco of' r<'sidcnce or wor'lc , not becnqse he chooses t o do so, or 
r0 or sl10 .'rP ""rc:; t hat exclu~ive racinl cnv·i ronment - i. t has been dctcr
rinel. .ror 1 · n- coomebody once remarked , n.nd I t J:...inl "t 1·:as one of' t he 
bc!':t illnotr.ations o:r this pojnt, t ha t !)C0!11 e arc t he makers of' t hf'ir 
O'l•'ll l1isto:r.f , h11t not under circumsta."lces c1 oscn by t hem . 

-:qually , '\olhich (?) Fhite democrat in Soutl1 1\Crica uould be abl e t o e;o 
to t he location , to tlle t O'\VIlShip , Without , avinG to {;Ot peri .. i"'"'ion, 
nnd state t he pur poe: c '\vlly he or she is coinG' t hor.(' , but n::;ain the po 1-
-i tical or~t:mis or in t he t ownship mus t "o,...lc t here , not becatl.Sf' he or 
she 1 s a rn.ci"' t, 1)Ut been. use t hese arc tllP. civcn practical circums tan ces . 

Perhaps condit ions have chanced - perhaps conditions have chan.;c 1, hut 
insornr as tlcc:r> rcalit.i 0"' ;>ersi!=t, t here is nothi.n:; i.nconeruant
t herc 1 F not' in_; controclLct ory - i" you arc a const;t :..1.ency based orcan
isntion, 'lvhich '"c have olvnys been , in h::tvinc nn o .. r\.;anisat ion lih.<' t 1 lP 
n~ t 'Jl Inlian Cong-rcs ... o~~ t 11.0. Tr'lD"'VD'lJ .. Inrli .. -m 0on.:;rcs~ t ryinv t o bnil cJ 
L,p - i .. t only b<'COlllt"!5 a .'J..~oblP.m i.f .,nd 011 ly i" 'c then create c:o11e kind 
of' blinl·P.C"' , ~/OU l:no,·:- - _rn.rocl-)~-1 ~ trnct 'U'<" .... around it - but t h<' qJ.e"' t
..:..on :i..!"! - i"' V~"l) 'i..n t crcs ti..ne; - i t f'nlls P:i.. t hin t l c C"'ltC"L>ory , t 1 ercf'C'""c , 
of' ,·la.t I 'lvou10 ~~"').rcr to as ,., con <> t i t tlcncy, _1oJiti,...c: (? ) -it' s ., <l'l.f~st-
ion o:f c nst ·tuE""nts aiv0n conc::titucnt" in 411 cnvi 'on wnt , in Cl ...,eo-
.:;rnph)" t1"~o t hoa been de t ermined .ror us . 

Put th0n T t 11i..nl· tn~" comrndcs uho arc in tl10 - tbc pl"oplc that nrc in 
t1~~ P at1 1 I.n<'lia.n Con ere ... s , t 11e T ~~'lnsvaa 1 In·lian Con.:;re!" !", cannot easily 
be C" ll~ racialis t s onl:," becn..1se t hey o,~b.,niscd Fi t l1in t 1 '0"1e conmunit
icc:; , "'tnd more so .::r tl <'I ' ve c l <'nrJ.y clc>rlon'"' t ""'"'·tcrl bo t h t 11l" intonti on and 
tl,e ..,,)ilit y to "orl::. w-..:... t 1 the o t l er rnci ... 1 ...,.,...ou_rls in aincle or..;nnisntionc:: 
'15 h<t ... '.:>ecn tl"lc ,...'"'..,,., Hi t h t hE' UD:::' nnd Jan,;: other C'l'"7lpai.c,Tl" , becn..:t:=::e in 
t he f'in'tl ::tnalysi"' , ')y t 11.c> ,,•ay, i t is on th0 c;ronnd 1 it is in t he ~icld 
'\vorl(' ~.,r1 10rc pco.:;:'lc arc j nd::;erl , not so r.mcl on t he c:: tructu ':'cs - we cnn 
s9enfl 'l lot of' time or_;uina nbout s t ruc t Ll.rC'e , '\·:hie 1 unfortunat ely some 
pcop]J' tenr1 to - t o c1 o 'n Sout l ~"rico Fit' out lookinz n t \vhat '\'!P arc 
sub"'t!"tn t i'lll~· con t:r-ibu.t inc in r<>...,arrl t o j oi.nt crunpai.::;ns and so on and 
~o f'ort,, - it ' s almost lD::.e if - '\\•e 11 , :::: t 11ink t 111t - t hat more or lrss 
t hat 1 ore or less conf'l.udcs 111y - 1y nr>:rroac"l to it , hut i t' s a - i t ' s a 
vcr;; t' orny ques t ion , l: :!lus t 1dni t ·in •••••••••••••••••••• 

TD 0:" sIDE QP!; • 

• • • • berm df'1 Dt"d insi< e the coun t ry - I t hin::.: , it 1 l t i 1 • t hese quest
ions ,.,ill - •·-ill be - \v:i..ll be c:oJ.vcd - whot I _j 1.s t clo .-an t t o emphac:jc:c 
is t h., t, as I said, polit ical r>roces~cc: nre not r PC' -micall) ci.c t er1ined , 
anr1 nr.;t 11cr arc tl!ey <lcterr'lin<'cl ., t t he "'J:i..ll o"' the o ... 1 ... res~e 1 themselves 
only , ~o ,.,c hp.vc to 1:rork , it 1 ~ 'n <:~ real si .. t u;:..t..:..on , h"t I think t here is 
no doubt about our ....,oo.l , o.bo _,t where '\ve r-rc hc~"~ · n"' ' T·ll'nt '"e ' re heatl:i..n~ 
"for - pcrhops linked u.l to that ..,C' ... P.ct is another '11Pc;tion that has 
been qucstj oncd by pcopJ c - t horP 1 ., a cla:.tsc in the .f'rcodom Charter 
,.,.hich tull-;:s ..,,)o ,"t nll national ....,rou ... l"' shall be equal , and I kno,., t bat 
it hac: been att.,cl-;:cd by some people . 
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For an examplP , ··cviJle Alexander has not only ,.,ri-c-cen abou-c i-c -you 
must lrno"t.; abo t t his 1Joo1\:. 1 Inn Azanin , One 'Pat;0n by, o S:i..ZliTe , '\vtere 
he actuaJ1 _ ..:;oc~ ,.,ron~(?) in ~-c..,ockina -chc :~,... ,'the - the So~.; t"' f' ..... ;_ 
c~n Comrum i "' 'C Pnr-cy , even in tbe - in the :Lounc' ·n ; con.ference oe- -che 
n'1-cionnl :fo urn comm ''t't cc in 198/1 in Hamma.nc::kro.al in ,Junn -c bc 11-c,. to 
-c'1P. 1 '>-c11., tbc~c qt'P ... tionc:: you arc posin:; '•TOrn - 1v0rc ro.i ... ed onc'l tlv ... rc 
wa~ t his vicious n-c-c.,ck on -c,P v •c:t epcn o£ "C 1E Tir and the 'IC and -chc
'"lla-c is r,... n~r1 Pn ac: -chc conccn"t; o" nations th.."l.t 11n.s been propotmc'lnd by 
t he .N'C , ,.•l,ich i~ not truP - w·1 .; c' is no t t rue - all national croups 
sl,o.ll '1r nq...,ol - 0 >CS -c ris nenn -c hn -c -c l,n NTC c--ci 11 1a~ raci 11 ca-cegor
ic>s .;n it"' nppro'lc', -c o -c llE' So 1t1 "i'rictill qucc: -cion - do0s -c l,i-:; suc;ees t 
th~ t o. .2 .. \t urc lP C'..,.,O t f'd Sout 11 :\ ~ric ::~ , 1 pc' :lY " ::ovf'rnment t h'l t ,.;ould 
be ,Podcd by t he 8~jori-cy ~oli-cic11 par-c y , f1ic1 T bnliPVP ti ll be -c he 
A"'C' 1 l!ill hnve f'n trnnchf'd r~ci.el clau~n"' ,.,hiclt ""Pf'<'r t o Tnd.ians , Col
oqrcd~ , 1v'1it cs , \f'-.·i cans or t o n a t :i.ono l c..,.,o .. "~"' - T "t.;'Jnt U9 t o tmder-
~ -c.,n d t l is question very cle1rl y , t hat f'i ··st o nl l, th~" Freedom Cl,vr
t cr , v 11ich is a s t a t emen -c of' aims , of' ~oliticnl • r 'n c i ry l €'5 , o:f objcc-c
ives , .)Ut in a -.rcry succinct 111d grnphi c manner },~., t l,i ~ li ~i.tntion 
t ha t it doc~ not elaborat e on -che meonin~ of cert nin t~in s whic~ we (?' 
,; ·o •Jld do vo ry '\.:e J 1 H'Cre ,.,e t o develop ; t ...., and subst:"!nti'lte""' i t f'u't"'ther. ' 

The Freedom Chort cr , second l y , is addrr~sin~ i t self t o o si tua tion in 
Sout h A"rica t 1 1'l t 11'\S been cr0atcd - ,,.r.., t ;~ t he ~itno-cion, on~ -there 
is soc ' 1l , ccono~ic ::~nd polit ic'\1 di~ncrontio-cion ~~on3 t he various rac
i"ll [:rO..lPS hrot•~1lt O.:->OUt by t he po lici e!'l of t he 1~:-l,..t}P !d reeime 1 and 
inc;o""~r '\S t h1 t t?Xis 'G s - insofnr .,~ t hc .... ·n ; ~ a rae; ,...J hi<'ro.rchy, where 
t he 111hi-cr. arC' t hf' t '>pmos t, t 11en t hey arc f'ollo111ed 1 y t he o t 1er raci<Jl 
,3'roups , and t ,,e '"ri cans occupy -che bott om l."'f"'r of' t 1,o hi crnrc11y, t hPn 
it i~ only loc;icnl and scirmti f'i cally corroct ro~ t he Fr0enom Chart er 
and for tho At-rc ~tnt,...mentr t o e'rtY t h'l t in n rutur" "outl Africa al l 
t hese racial srour>s s'mll be equal . 

Our mere rPr"rence to the nation'll croups docs no t su~GCSt -c ,n -c we ~..,.,c 

recoc;nisin .... "C11om as "'ixed , a~ ~rozcn en t i tics, b1 t it mer 1 y ;nnic"'t o"' 
OL'r - our O.'t\·arcncss "' t 1lcir cxic: t encc in t bc con H t ions o-f" d.if'f'eren t
i1 t ion in t 'C Sout 1 '-P..-.i cr~n sen t - con t nxt - onrl t1v'n since tl11 t is n 
problnT"1 that '\·TC hnvc t o address ourseJvc!:' to, '"" t 11cn say t 1n t t hesP 
n'1 t ional croups sho.J.l be E'l}tJal - n01v h01.; ~0 t he .f 1 PCO'ilP Cq1.W 1 - r1o t 1 C'Y 
1 ccome CCJ..Llal ,c:: ..:;roups in t ,f' sense o£ clnu"" "" o~" onr -<'uture cons t i t llt
ion 1 l::tvin~ -co i'o"'silisc t' ,.., , .>nt -c 1em in a cocoon and sny : O'tv Y"L, 
"rhi tes as a c-r')L1 ... ? 1 ho,· do ·•e l"ll"c J 'l equal t o Africans a~ , _sroup -
tl o-r<' ' s nothinc -c o succes t t 1 .,t, ani I t '1in1>: t hat should no t '?e read 
in t o the A"'IC pol ic: . 

l<lbat 1vc mean if> t 11'1.t individual meMbers , individual ci t i?:cns i n D f'nt
urc South Africa , 1>J.ack and '\vhi. t C' , Tndinn or Co our~" -J , t·ri 11 be equal ly 
t reated , and. -cl1; ~ :.s hO'\v t he F'rePdo 1 Chart er ans1.;erc: t l.,e qPes t ion 1v1 en 
i t says tha-c every mnn and womnn - t.;c P'P~t n t ro t hnt - j t does not 5oy 
every "'lCC eroup - i t does not say e.v0.-r1 nnt;onal c;roup shall have a 
ric-ht t vote - it sa:rs ev~::· lan on 1 ·o 1'1....., shaJ 1 bave a rit.ht t o vote, 
and i t do<'s not make any r:1cia l qunl ' ·"'j cn.tions - in "'oct on t 'he cont
rary , it f'n _. "' irrespective of' race or colou.r - no,,r t 1~at t o me clearl) 
indicat <>~ that t',Prc is no intention on t he .)nrt of t he Fr0C'do.1. Chart er 
nnd t 1 1e organi<=o t ions t bo.t support t he Freedom Cl.nrter to bu 'ld a Sout h 
':fricn on t1 c basl.~ o.=:' rncj.nl C''ltec;ories - I t h.ink I - I - I 1 vc ex 
plaine 1 tl jc: qt,·~ t ion as ,.;ell , bccaqse I knol.: jt i<> n very t hoT'Tiy t he 
oreticql -... u£>stion , ,...nfl peoplP 1 "~VC accu<>ed t l e ANC , t hey hnvc 'lCC ·!"P 

1 

t'10 :'roc lo~, Cho.rtn .... , ""or recnG11is ·.nc the.sc various racial c;rou ... "' 1 Lut 
t o I'e ·it '\vould be n 1 "1.1 t o crit; c.:.c:in..., t he Freedom Cha::."'tcr :for - for 
reco ,..ni"'ine; t he :fa.ct that police:1en ·n Sout h Africa. come and t h") r.,id 
peo ... )lf' ' s bow::es a t ni._,11t when it sn~"' t'Jn.t inn. f'ut u't"'c SouthA"'ric<"~ our 
peo.11E" shall ba.vc a .... 1 ._;11t to secur'ty 'l1d housinc f'rom police ""<Jirlc; nnd 
so on - it states tl c ... roblem , but ·t, en t'1c solut .:.on is - :is "'ll"'._,ested . 
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J . r . 17i t h re~ar • t o t he !="'l•:tt ions , t o really ma' ;:o - to ac t ualise the .... oals 
10 l ' rc t a l' .:.n..::; abo'-l.t , do you t 1 ink t 1 '"1t t'lCre 'll be a need to ac t ually 
i.l4"">lcmcnt so.~1c 1.,-lnr, o,.. tactic so t l•at Y'L.l. w-ould ensure "orkinc- class 
leadership or A"ri 'l11 leadership - .. o l can have t hec::e - t his non-racial 
society, bnt the::.~c ..tre those 'l>ho ' ll ""'1Y : look , t ' 0 4>eople ",1o ' ve been 
opprcc:scd t o t'1e bant uc:t··ms have had no O:!J!lOrtun·t · l' -the kids ,..-ho ' ve 
been out on boycott, t "'' r:-c never coin.; t o moYe in t o the p...,c:i tion<> -
you ' r0 .:;oing- t o have t• (' - a heg-emony , a c· o~ ·n,ncc o.f Indian.:; , Col ourcds 
l·rllit""' , 0 ,ncatccl blL~cks - do you t hink t ha t :, o l - co you have a concern 
your""<' l r fo-r cnctn.r;nc: . ..:\:frican 1 ec;C'mony or POrl~;ne class 1 (''ldersh.:.p , 0:::' 
do you tl~inl: t hn t 1 s not anyt hintS you concern yoursel:f lvitl , or do you 
t hink t he .'\{C docc: ? 

!-1. Yell , i t docs bccau::;c t ] e .\'·rc has cot its oun strnte.::;y nnd t actics 
doc...tacnt - lvC a:::-c prC'"'C'n t1.; evolv:i.n._, onotJ~nr f: t rnt cc;y nnd t acticf' doc
uocn t as a rcsul t of' t 11 C'"'n r('ren cc in Za.r' 1"~.; '1 in 1 9Q; , uhich · c: f' t ill 
a dr<:>:ft doctuncn t nn<l · t s t ill 1 a!" t be disc ,sec<'! 1··.:.t•,.,;_n our -r'lnks -
at t he present n:omcn t lve are opcr., t ·n ..., O"'l the ba"'i"' o,.. t 1 tc c'loc•l 'lent 
t 11at 'lvC ado!)ted in t'10 .Iorocoro con -~"'f' :renee in 19G9, .., ., .:.c't ac'clre!" sed it
self: to t 11CSC questions. 

~o,.; lvhat is Ol'..r .,~4")~~,'lch - our a;:>._ rl")o_c1 is , ,.. . .r<>t o.f a11 , '1. hi!'l t orical 
one - uc -r~"'co....,n-!.sc t 1

'" .fo.c t t hat t ' n 'lvh-i t.., C'l") runit.l ocr ;:> "es "' ..,"">riv
iJ.e....,ccl 4 O""i.t ion '"'Y ,:>roccs~c~ or l · !=to:::-icr-1 :: '~ 1eticc - they occ '.DY ._")OS
itions , .• ' .;c:. t l1<'j clo not ac t ually cnrn- t lc} n.re i'oLmdcd precisely rm 
th oppr ssi.on o;:' tlle olack pe ..,)1 C' , and our aim is to correct tl O"H' 
1 · "'torical injusti.cef' - no'! lJo'lv do ·h·c t:;o about cloin~ ·i_t - rir~t o:f all . 
since every man -:~·v-1 \-:oman Fill hnve a rit;ht to votC' , i·t is only nat
ural 'ln l loc;i.cal t h'lt tbc n<'\v orcr~nc::; of' nc:lndni.strnt io.., , t he co•mcils 
o:f s t ., t C' 1 -chc executive orcan"' and the jucli.ci.,T.; . .r , 'tvill hove -co be a 
t -rue rC'i' l ect ion of' t;l 'P conpositi on of' t lle ,....on-ch At'ri c<:>n societ y - 'lvhot 
is t he true rP "l0cti on o "' -c'l-)e So n t h """ric...,n socie -cy ? 

""' " r~t anc.l "'oremost, sto -c c org-an~ ,,,;lJ. have to reJ:lcc-c -c 11'1t South \frica 
is not only a countr~· com~o"!ed of' 1'rhit P .•Poplc , and nC'" -c l-Jc-r i.e:; i.-e com
posed onl:· o.r bl....,c1' pcopl " , but; t- ha "G it ic: comr>oFcd o:f all t 11C'Fe 'l~aci~l 
ero UpS - t h·n, t S fi -rs't and .rore lOSt - l)11 t "'f'<'Ondly 1 1'11. t hO l t COnl.radict
:i.ne the f'irf'"G one , .:..-cis only l oe;:i.cal t 11at .,;ncC' t he Jlf'r ' c··m~ , t he 
blacl( pcon~c are -chc over1v-hclmin~ major:i.'t'!' of' 1.11P 90'1tJlnti.on , "G hE' t end
ency in n nov "ou"G 1~ .A:fricn 1-1ill b.., "GO <>C'P -chc·"l oc-c-np_~in 1' crea t er and 
larecr oren!= o:' rcc:ro..,sibili. t:y in "Ghc economic , in the - :i.n t 1 ie polit
ical nncl o t hC'r adr1in istrative S..,lhl'rcs - but; -chis is CD"' i ly S"l i d t hem 
done in -c hc c:ensc -chat, as I ' ve s t n t cc'l , j t is a his -corjc-:tl ryroblem
hcnr r o \vC ::;o abou-c i t - 'tvill t his mf"nn t ha t lvC' Nill tn'·c a b loc¥ and 
f'i:~,; him ·Ln any r>o ... j t ;on on thC' ha'3is o"!:' t he f'nct "t.hn-c 11is co l our is 
b l nclr bccnusC' t h,.rc ,,.,s t o bC' tl,is }?:rcponde,...ancC' o"' ll"lcks - I t hink 
th"lt ' s a very interest :inc que"" -c ion . 

In my OM1. vielv, w·e ca.T"no t leave t hines t o t h" nntnral order ot' evol
u t ionar:· l")roccc:see - it m(''ln ~ 'lvC 'lv:i.ll ho.vc -co lvork ot•t m a.ns and me t h
o 1"' ullen th'lt "G imc conce 0,.. l1o do lvC arres t t 11i.S L~rt i. ,..i. c·Lal prosperi-cy 
o-r t 1 lC ''lite"' a t t l-JC' exr>ensc of' "Ghe b l nr'·f' - ;t; ,,·ill , "'VC -co be arr
es t ed , an 1 dcmocr"l t ic- l·Thi tcs ,,•ill undcr!=t.,nd t,,,t - noH I ' m choosine 
my lvOrd<> very CDr""'_lJy - T ' 1 sayint; n.r1~,.,..,t0d , eto~r>ed, t his art;i.-~"ic;nl 

c;ro'lv'th , and t hen lvC t urn o..1r a tten t ion to thi")""C w'l1o have br~n tmder
!lr:i.vilcc~"d '1nd '"c huild them up l'lO -cha-c t 1ey cl')mr. -co a r>osi tion t hat 
is equ~l t o t~n t of' -chc '~lite~, but t his will 1 '1Ve t o be n dclibern t e 
po~icy , bcc"luec if jt is not deliber:'ltf'ly 'lnd consciously don0 , -chen 
'"" sl~all no -c solve r.,cic:m in Sout h .Af'ric., , hcco tcc thcqe t wo com:nunitics 
t 11C' bl"lc, '3 a11.d t hC' vl iteo:; 1 do not occury "111 cqu"ll .ro-=i t ion- -c her~" will 
have to bC' n :!JrOC<'""S of' - of buildine ur> t '10 black -c o n posi t ion 'lvhcrc 
he ' s equal t o t 1~f' ~,•'1itf>"". 
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TJut a::; tO hO't\ rc 1dll ._50 about it in t'"'P nitty eritti("" J "'OlVine- prob-
1 f"~S of' '1ousine; , 'tvhcre , :fo-r "n cxampl, :~oP ind a 1·hitn ':amily o:r 
;;1,.,-.cn l'l"Ml)Cr'"' 01""(" l.._)y "n e a b; '-' buncaln r, T rlon ' ;; c.no,,· - I - I ("')nnot 
conmit mysel:f- -it 1voulc hn Prone- I t 1 -l..nl· I S 1 lonldn ' t - T l0n ' t 'tvant 
;; o rna'~(' .,n irrcsJ.,on"':il , ,... <>tatemnnt, irrcs.._1cc-civc o " v 11o t :r rf' .,l _1P-r

e:on"ll1_ , l·mt t hose n:itty ...;ri.tti.E:"'' 1i ll be solved no;; a t tl e lcvE:'l of
"'t t l "lt l nvel on y - ,.. 1nnn a t t "11"' level of' hous ec "n 1 so on - L.ut 
cnrt1i.nly 1vhat i.t "\\ill mean ic: t"~- "l t ,.,.c- 1vc 1·:on ' t ,,..n.·e racia.l f'clools, 
and I doubt i.(' 1ve 1·ill have c:;c,nnls 1vl1crc people ··ill only be el"..:;able 
"'"'or ree·i c: tra t ion because t hcy ' rn a.ble t o prodnce - t o have hucc s.Jns 
of' 'llOn<' J, 90 i:f 1-:e 1 rc to 11~0 t he - t 10 0rl lC'1tional scc1:: or ns an ev,'"'ple 
o"'"' ·Fllat •c arn rP':'errin[, t o by nrres t in.:::; t 11i.s n.rt-i "'"'i cia] ,_.;rov•th of' 
..-hi t o :::lrospc:r "ty nnd thP buildine; u .... o " blncl·"' 1:: 0 t;,Pil~ _:>osi t ions so 
thnt 110 arc 0qun 1. ~hnrcrs , as the ft'rE:'edo.n Chor"t: Pr proMis cs , thPn i t 
1•10Ulc1 de:fin-i"t:C"ly .con "Chat blacks . .:.lJ have '1 ri~ht t o rec;:is"t:er ..i.n 
lU1ivcrsitiE:'s, in col] cces and in n. lot or privotn ccbools ond o t her 
e;ovrT'Timcnt cc1 ools t'1nt ore t oday kept exclusively 0'3 '1 ri~ht o:f t he 
1:1 it0~ - , .• (' can look at ot''<'r sect ors - t'1cre arc m""'n) - to d<' ons t rat c 
t 11is J. o "nt , and 1;1lat I ' m "'"yine; is tho .ANC policy IJPcousc it is t'v~rc 
;_n OLt:C 5 1: ~,toe;y nnd ·t;nct:ics docnmcnt o.!:' J.9G9. 

In other uorcls - and I think t he c:ooncr tl ... e 1vhitc comr.11mit .l bcc;ins to 
mderstn.nd this the better - '~-e 1vill - our liberation strn..;ale 1vill 

1 <"~Vc to be seen and - wd I 1van t to cn!_)hasis~ t his - our libcr2tion 
f'trrJr;.:::;J.e 1dll have to be seen t o be rcsolvin~ the r>ractical.. .rroblcms 
o.&' thP blac!r !'"'Ol""'l,... :in tho var.; '"'nf' sp'10rc::: o.r their li'"' by by mak:i.nc 
sure that t, cy nnjl.{ their ric' t, i>ccausc it ' s a ric'""'t , not n. privile .... c . 

Do you 1ror''.f tlwt tll0 k:i.nd of' non-racin.l.is1.1 that 1 c; b0"n 1-:>._li] t 1..1.p and 
solidif'icc1 ""'Ol., t~Ac ' 50r- throu,.)l DC and tllcn real J J l.'tt"t:t r:-m;c:rd b.f t he 
UDF ~mel it 1 ~ seomine y qLlitc secure in :!:11"'00 no1v, 1vi.ll 'c thrC'"'ten'"'d 
by tl'c> state ' s brut .... lity, t rat 'h,...n f'i ~l1t :·car ole c: are dcta "np ·l , Pl en 
yo•1. "'nc that t',.,. ,-,ito po l ·~cc <1n, : r1_, 1)Ph-n~;n._. in the kind o.f "'l\'ay 1:: : cy 
arf' , t',..,t this ,,ill threaten non-. ..c c · ,-,1 ·., 1 , that pcor>lc lvill say no, 
anti_, .• , l. te •••• 

I- I- I- I- I don ' t thinlr so - you. see , incidC'ntall] , w·e have al
l'<:t.YE' l:>cen persecuted and ]rilled - 1 ·hen tl-.(' 11~crnt i 0n ""'OVcmcnt t oda)' 
ado.._ ts t'•·i"' per"'~P("t i.VC o_::' non-r'1Ci '1li"'ll , this :i.S dcs:r>ite the .fCICt tl rot 
f'rom J..6,S" , t' rc<" (?) hundred yc'1 .... 1

"' o:.L :..~re; "'ta.ncr> -in ;;be Cape - thror1uh 
the battlf"'C: 1U·r Dlood rivnr qnd ( • • •••• • ••••••• ) - t~rOU5h t he vurio w 

procec:scc in uhicl o..tr p0ople l'Cre _ ... illrc' in tlJc lines - 1·;c lwve up
helcl t Jis principle uns 1;11r 'n..;l,~, bccn .. tSP it is L'Lmdnmental to our own 
objf'ctivc ond perspectives o:r corrcctin._j the sit uation. 

To us, i"' ue ' r<' to abanr.on our non-r2cial politicnl outlool , t hen i t 
uould menn that ,-<> no loncer 'wve n solution .for the ,..."cl.Cll o 1.t lool~ 
t hat hos been !lCrpetra.ted b:r t '._e ree;ime in the sr>heres o:f life - t l e 
racial - the non-racial out t o us is a licht- ,.,.c ar'"' holdi.n~ r.:.rrr. t o 
thi= licht in 1::hc micJ.c:t o£ d1 ,.., ne.,..,, and t ' is licht , like ~my li._,l 't, 
can never be blo\.n out by darlrnecE< , no 'll"lt t cr ho1v intcnsC' t 11.f' d"'r1rn<>"'S 
can ,)C - ''"c h!"!VC' Sllr\":ivc \vith t hic .~.'lol.;_cy throueh some of' t 1 1e "lOS 't 
tryine times - ct tiPlC"' 11C have even 11a<'l to toke some o.f the moc:t prdn
""ul decision to cxcl.•tr1 '"' from our ronks pcor>l e 11bo , ad been l\•it~ us all. 
alon:3' 't 1rouehout t 1 ~ n trnoy , h"couse n..-c o r,... ~'tain s-caeo w·e thouch"t: 
t' ..... ) 1·,nted to bJ.o1v o..., "t: thie li,_ . .' t - I ' m :tf'"'n r·n .... v•re to a number of 
eYro""' ... l'"'c:, the .. 10c:t cl0ar of' ,_:.:.c:J is t1'P C'1S<' of the ~roup of' - of ei~1t 
perso 1.s ,;ho \vC had to Pxpel .from the .ArS , Iakil.;anP ,...,cl - ~n 1 others -
_),...'"3Cisely becoLtSe they- they held thi::: "'\.:'n .. - t 1 '"' ... compl1i.n d qto 1t 
the Arc bci..ne len l)y '\vhi tcs and other r(lC. "' 1 cro ,... ' ,.;hie' 'tve felt was 
1ws a bit J."lrimitivc .for peopl e who claim t;O be leaders. 
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You lrno,.;, 0.1; ~, i,.,ec: ,; is Lmders t andable , 2nd "'..re understand becauc:e •·e 
arc f'rom tlla ,; c:i,; 'l:"lt · n - .for n 

4
)erson in a shcbcon to shou"t abns~"' n li 

t' P -..·'lilies as ._ ... ..tc , nne' "'..re mderstand , bu,; :for anybody l..rho has loo ~cd 
o t t ' ~ (}UCS t ion deeper and no ~ c:cn d.mcn t- ally, "''le t 1 ink th t i t :i.e: in
excueoblc thnt suc'1 n person s 1 ul.d f'aiJ. to Make a distinc ~,; ion b~"' li "'vecn 

o block Kaic:er :!at nn z:i.mn nnd a "'vhi t e Barbara IIoc::m , Spnr~s - "'..r1 <"~ t ' c: bc>r 
first name - Narion S!_')nrs nnd o t hers - those - those are rl0""Pr t o me -
are cl.o:;n-r to ,., - Barbara noe~m 11aS sncr:i iced her frcedC" ' "Tei 1 ee:e tt 
hns dj ed +' -r t 'l<' c: "llllC cnuc:c - T ' ..., closer to r cil. Ac;c;c tli, T 1 1 closer t o 
n,rh"r'"' • o._..an , T " "'"' clo "'Cr to r,-ri.on Spare, I ' m closer to - to Rut h 
"irs t , ,>c cause ,.c sharP "thi_g co,..,mon 

4 
r-rs:!_)ecti vc , but T ' V~"' c;o t no t hine; 

t o shqr~ "'~th a black ~nl.icf'~'"~n , wi t l Gatsha Buthcl.ez~ , with· qiser 
~1atan'7; '1"~ and o t her<> - 1·.d tl-J Pajbnn:=:i - I t hinlc lihn li ans"'-:CrP li,e quec: t
ion t 1 n t I - I don ' t ~orese~ - I don ' t ~oro~ce . 

1vhot I mny ndd - -...;hn t I may ,-,d0 - and I t'1in'· :it (?) , .. ; 1.1. be jmport an t 
t o your que"' t ~on , lest I f'orrrP t i t - ic: that t h€' ,.., .._..i""lf' · ~ delibera li P.ly 
crPali inc; n s' t 'l<Jtion "1v'1ere t hf' c0nf'lict ;n Sotlli h Af'~ · <',., wo.Jld be !"een 
in raci 1 li",.....,~, nnd "".fO , 1·no"'·:, -in the - 'n th~"' - in tl~e - :i.n t he - 'n 
t hP s t orms o:f ~nccr :J li li i"le"' yo 11 11ny s cc, even in t he cominc period , 
t hese .... "">rocnsses w'1Pro 4,Po_:->le beconr> ane;ry "'11ti tlley - t bny jus t decide 
look , J <' t th~m .foPl ul-J'1 t "1-re ' vc bepn I'eelin~ , '1nd t hic: is '~h'"l t Sibuyi~o 
Zondo di J · n Am::mz-i lt n t -i - yoLl c::ee , he - hr- w-,_s no t tmdcr .ANC -inc: ,; ruct
ions , but he expP ..... ' "" cc 1 a s i t 'l'l t j on w'hcre his people "'¥Cre bE'inz sho t 
he conl 1n ' t be i__,-nor::mt t o t l-Je "act t' 'lt thes~"' 1 '"'re black :people ''ho 
"1\0re> b in._s s o t , nnd decided , like i t happcnF -in nny ivar situ2 t ion , 
t ,1at 1 e ' c (..;Oin,:: t o rcvenef' - i t '""' c:: 1n nc t :i.on t 1 1t uas done a t t he 
hoic;l t of' nnccr , and ther<' i~ ·mcor in Sout h A-~"'ric-""t. 

The .""><'O_!)J.c arc nn~:r) , hut ,;,n t F~n~er has never been a de t er:nin1n t of' 
t he IlOl; cy of' tbc rr ocrat ic rnovemcn li - "'..rhile ,.,.c undc ..... !=: t 0od 1 CCCl'l"'E' "'vC 
ourscJ_vcs nrc nne;ry , but "thP onus is on t11 c F1itc commun' t ; ~. o mnke 
s nrc that, 1..rhile "'ve hnve c1onP our part F~nrl 'rill con tin UP t o do our part 
in 1'"~oldin~ hich and Sf' TV« (?) "the banner (?; i' racial.iF , th~"'Y c:ho ld 
F 1 i-~"'t more nn0 .,,.,, .. ,... t oPardc:: t hnt l·ind o"' ."< "Y''"'. cct ivc nnd not vo t e f'or 
_!)copl.c l.il::c Pot"~-"' ' "or part ies 1 il- P. t he 'at innal:i.s t Pe1rt ;• , bnt sh t..l. 
~Pe t11~"'msol.vo"' ')<> 

4 
nrt of' the fnt urc and not just of' tl,,... y,>rf"lson t - I 

}- op("\ . 

J t'in1 : it ' <:;( ••• • ••• ~- I .,c t unJ.ly d("\n ' t 1i1linlr t'~"""'~"' ' C' too much more 
to n""", .. , 1 t l,..,t no i J<>t - I j 1.., t hnvc ,., f'"lv f!UE c::tinne -v1 • c 1 rc ., 1:ind 
of' a cr'tiquc of' n ... n-rncial.is"l - on! of' the !_')ercnnial. cr; t ; 

4
lCF is t hat 

,.,,,,t 11n~ 14a.pprmcd c:'") -~"'ar ic: t ' '"' li 1i11f'! lc<Jdcrs are to~("\tl or - .fO" c~n 

hnVf'! 0'1 evccut ivc ,... '1)1" '1nd h'"'Vf' ,., Ra·ymond St ttn "Y' sitt-ine t oce t hf'r 
i·•itl, '1 ( . •• • • • • • • • • • •) I Ut ~ t t he erossroot s level t 11~"' r"op1P aren l t 
to_:c t hor - ~uc t nF ri t h the con~ress al.Ji-.ncc you had tho rour S,:Jolrec: 
of' th<' ~--llnol l<>et;n._; at 'leetines , but on t ,,,... cround peo.._)le ( • • • •• •• • • • ) 
tO t]lo ' r ~roup :J (~aS - 'c:: tha t D prollp.., ( • ••••• •• ••) ~hOl·'j"Ot th"l t 
t'1erc ' ~ some - is that f'or you<"~ cr:itj\!, tC uf' non-rr-ci~l;sm, '!'i that 
j 1c:t i.nevi"tabl.e - "'..rbac o you sn.~ ..rLcn ~eopl.e SCJy ,;h1t ns a c'"':i.t :i.c:i.c:m 
o~ non - racialism? 

In otber "1-:o'"'r , "'..rlen they c:ay t hat no , :i.t' c; only at t he level of' you 
leaders but at the .., ... nssroots not t lE'rc- :r rlon ' t t hink t odo; - pro'">
nbly even at on eCJ:rl..:..--~· '"'t'1{.;-e - thnt t 1 <>t c-r' t '.cisz .. l..rould hav <"~ just
:i.f':i.cnt:i.on - it co ttl on 1 .{ ,,""!.Vf' ,.., ~ l!'lt · ~' C"t..:..on in o. !'::i tuation whe""'P 
somcborly "'muld be abJ.e tn co e L.._ ,Y"Id ""<"~) : In this !:)eriod of s t rucelc 
jn South Af'r.i..ca t'1cre hnc: '">Pen no ...... ; t~"' l"l<'rson or e;rou_!) o.r persons "'vho 
hac: participated i.n the struggle - yol see , .first o" -,11. , i t is clenr 
t o us thnt "'..r11i tes , unlike bl '1 clrs 1 1 ~«"' not victims or- ;>ol...:. tical. o!:)pre~ c
;on in the - in the - in t he ._,Pnf?ral sense or tbc "'·mrd, in the normal J " 
accertcd sense o.r the word . 
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I ' m n o t t n.ll::in~ nou abou.t some of t H' recen t l ' mit a t :i.o11 c: "lf democratic 
freedoms ancl so on o.nd so :fort h - I - I ' m no·"· ref'errin ._, , ]OU see , t o -
t o t l'e fac t t la t n t t he }.1o l't-i c "l l level of' social lifr> ' 't es i n Sout l 
Af r i ca ' mvc ....,ot a rl.u h t t o vn t P , !?ort ici:!:'l'l t e i n t he same 1vay ns t he 
French I')T'~ (I ;n.; in !'ranee , i n t he ~arne H<t) '1.9 t he Norwecinn s are co -in.; 
i n 1T0r11T"l) 1 lm l i l::e t hO bl<tC'!:: ;:'E'0:!/l P. ' "\\ThO '1 ~"(' rleprived 0:' t hat - n O'\v '0 

arc no t i ..... no:1nt o.r t l a t fac t , 1nd precisely because o:f our auaren ess 
of t hat f'nc t , i t 1vould be rA tl~P: insensit ive o " t ho liberat ion move 
men t to cx~1 r t a t cert ain s t ac"q o:f t he dcvclo}.1mcn t o.f' t he s t rue-ele 
t hat v reat numbers of' t hl""e ~(>0 ~1le 1\•ho have been viven all t hese priv
ileces should t hen c;•.,ldenl Jr !'i1..rinc- over and behove in such l aree n..x~
berc: ;n t ho same ,., ) '1."' t ' oc;e 1·:ho are ac t ually t he direct recipif>n t s 
of o p ... .cession - t h!'l t ls t o begin ,,.,i t h . 

Tevert hclecc , ,.·p nus t say t ha t -i n t he real So~.:th A:fric..,'l'l s t rueel e , i n 
real So .lt' .\""ri.c.:m his t ory, w·e 1 nve seen 1\·hit c pr->oplr - indeed no - 0 n c 
has que c: t i ono<1 t 1 r fac t t hat t here have be<"'~"' .1" , and one of' t he reas-
ons is t ' onr I ' ve men t ioned - we have part' ci~nted in t he s t rugcl e 
been sr 1f vnrio ts reasons - some of' t hem have found i t .1orally i n ci.;
nan t ?) t hat a ~'1CO!Jlc sho l l d be O!?prcssrrl - o t her have :founn i t ill 
oc;ico l - o t wrs have :found i t t heorot icn l J ;r tmncccpt ubl o - t here ' ve 
been ma.n;r aven ues :fro11 1vl ich 1vl i t es have co .. w .'n t o exr>ro"'s t 11eir 1 "l t
red of' oppression , ::md. i t "~---,s man ifes t ed i t sel" ; n t heir ov.n oreanis 
n t ions - t here 1~as t he Conerec:s of' Democrat s . 

T l f" Con ._. "' " of' Democrat "' ll."as no t j ns t t l 0 .:.,...0up oi" lcn.clerP , ..:..t nas an 
o~~ .... an i sn t i.on o:f Hlli t es - i t hal ; t eo lead ::-~ , •,q t th~:::-P •vern ·' i t es on 
t he> e;rascroo t s 1·:ho "'verc reject i n ..; o~1p:::-oe"'ion , re> ~ C'r t in._; ap~ "'t '.e · 1 -
t hat ' "' one -today 1·:hat do 1v0 !'!eO in Sout l, \ " r ' C"l - 1·e have u'O t orc"ln
i~"ltions - vr 1 vc ~o t JODAC - 1•-e hove _:jo t ChriP t i"ln c1- ,rches :i.n Sout • 
"f'rica wl'o re sayine; tod~ y t t>at apart hei'' ..: c: .... 1 r,..rsy - 1..rhere ( ? ) t ens 
of' t 1ous~nr'e1 of' '"1'-:tes are members , nnd t' "'.; "'rc "' : '11..; t hat n .~: a.ctheid 
is a Lor ., - t 1,"J t ,...e docla:::-ine t:heir 0}.1Pv"'.:.ti.on t r1cic:;m - t hese arc 
int eres t i , ..., 1Jee;inn ine;s 1\'110 arc t hose - ulJO arc t hoee ? 

You c;o t o univ~r?it if'C' not very lon t.> ,..;o t 'l-)ern 1>~Tac "' 1elcc-<1 t i..11n t l nt 
we me t Ln Harare o :f := t uc1 o.n t s represent a tives from lvhi ~, e nn i v e r si .., ies -
Unive::.~sit .{ o:f Cape Tovn , Tfi '&lva t ersrnnd , Fniversi t y o"'" a t al - I t hink 
RJ,ocles - if' I ' ll no c l"lis 't aken t l ere 1..ras even a clclcc"' t ~" from S t ,.,.l l en
bo"'c' , "'Cr>resen t :- t ;vn o.[' SASPP ·at ionaJ. nnd so on - and vr ... "'roducecl a 
co 1Mun; quo '"i t 1 t l1cm - do yon 1mo1v 1..rl1nt ie t ho con t en t "' o"" t lw t co U'l

unique , '& hat t he sicnat cn'i.eE" t o t 11i"' rf1rr..ri!'n..: q c oe;rr0 t l"'a't ap~rt: l eid 
as - and rnci s-, are tho roo t en use of' t he So n t h A:frican }.1roblc ., . 

Nou hero you ~in(! a dele ""lt ion o.r t housands o" s t ,ldont s rC'jo c~.in ,. rnc 
isn as n polit icn l }.1hilo"'0~11 y , an d t; bey wen "& b<:1C1 ' t o thf"'i r cons 't i t llen c 
ie!'l t o report 1 ac1 ~ - t hey w·ere no t ro,iec t ed - i t 1ms no t "'Did "& l- n t vou 
did not represent 1·:hat ,,.,e said - '&ho t co-1nnmiquc •·as n publ.ic docunent -
4 ns t eqd they were acccpt PC AS heroes ·ho did no t on l y de~_. Do t hn - a n d 
t hen 'I soy t o ..,Y"'<'lf' uho · " t hP rea.l J.C"'lrlf'r of' "&1 n t !"<'Ct ion of' t ho 1·'hit c~ 

ic: i t '1o t bn or t h" /"'if"- '\vho ;s !cine dr " incl - nnd t 'l-)r>n you l r"lV"' t 'l-)e 
t'l-)e tmivorsit j ('f: '"Inn t hen you C'C t f'Ome of' '&h~ .'OimG c11'1pS in t hf> army 
t hey rn~y be :rev, but T l~ov as n m~ttcr o~ f'nr t - nnd I hnvo ~nde n 
c: t ud;· o.f t he clovelopmcnt of' t he con? crj ~'1t ; on ~ robJ P"l~ in t 1 c c-OU'& P 
o\f'ric··rn nrmy , "~nd I can sr>y t ha t I o"n <tct u., lly plo t it on n er,f'11 ancl 
indica t O a erm.;in~ n mbcr Of' '\vh; t P? l•rl 0 rp·"'l"' C t f) be ~'1rt 0~ t he ~pArt
hCid police - indeed t ' ~"T"' ,...re f'eP , as I t .,_.,., sa.icl , -u1cl t here ' 1'! n o den y 
;nc- o:r t 1 "~ t , l:>ut t he f'0r t t hat .., . i"' nunDer is ,_;ro' i n e is a Ve'~"'Y clear 
i n dicot o·"' t l.,o t i n t he coqrs,., o:f t ;.np of' t he s t ruce;le "' ' ,nrpenc: (? ) ac; 
t he crisis enculf's t hem, a n d t oday wn snc , for t he firq t t ime ~ince t ho 
1930s , ,,.,hi't os heine- unPmpl.oyed . 
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~r,_ .,.,...n {S) 'n .J "tO e-e"t 0 Si"tUrtt_;'on \vhere IDO,..." '111(1 more 'tvllll:CS are eoin[i 
-c o ,_.,,_0in "to ques t ion no-c jus-c -che mor.,li"ty o ""' -c be apart heid reeirne and 
1:1," o~1prcssion of' t he 'lack peopl e -chat e;oes a l one 'tvi"t h i t, bu-c -r;hey 
are eoine -c o go fur t her a n d refuse "t o be .)art oi' t'1a"t f' ('11eme of opp
ression - '1Cl:'l.nlly 'tve hove already seen a .:;ro ,~.) .e- "tvhi"t f'" , and -ch~y 
!'lre ,::r0 ·•i n .:; , "th'l l: ' KIVC even moved ·"n "'"thor t l an -r;ha "t, 'tv'· o have i den"t
if'ied P~ "t t 1 e l'')f'!ra.t ion movemen t t o o ~"min t o " -c okine up arJ ~, l il·c 
in "t h~ case o:f i!a. ... "'ion Spa .,.....:; - ho1.; "lony '!arion Spar[;s arc t horP , c:o .1~ 
o~ ·phom have n o -c yo "t ber-m ~0'1J1d by t'1e re3 ' mp. - mayb"' in a ,.~:· - 1nd 
I rn..:~s "t m""1"n t his comment - -cl is ref'l ec-c s on onot hor ques t ion t 'h.., -c has 
been ,..orryin._. n. lot o"" pnopl ..- ·n -e ll,.,. process of' a dcba-r; e of -r; ' i c: - -r;hc 
election s , 't;•here you fin<, "t1v-• -c "lo"t l , , '"IS )Cen rc"t urncrl t o po\vnr em 1 

t hP.rc ' "' ., 1ovc -c o t he ri_;h-c by -che ri.._.' -c uine on< ~o on and so -"o:r-r; h 
I think "t l is does not n "t '111 incl' C'l."te t h[' "t t his "t r<'n 1 I ' ve been ref'
err;n..:; 1: 0 has n o "t been crow·inc. 

As a. matter of fac t t bc li.leration movement , t he .1\JC !=''"li d act u;-~l l y t hat 
soinP - t ha-c t he whites nus -c n "t vote - i-c '"ill be o very in"tere!=! "t i n ,J 
c' allen ..... "' .... or resoT'"'(''1crs -c o try oncJ "'nd out how· 'M'1ny P"'li.t cs ··.n Sout h 
\f'rica 1 i 1 not votP, bccatl.SP. evC'n i:f hal £ t he 't·r' i"te PO:?'l 1 "'l t' 0n had not 
VO"tPd 1 '10"t 1 la W'Olll(1 1)'1VO [;One 1: 0 IJO"tvCr '\vJ."th "t llOSE' Vl 0 VO "t ed for him -
bu-r; on i nteres"tin t:; t heme 'tvould be ho'tv many tvhi"tc>!'l clid no-r; VOl: (' - hotv 
1any - hou ma...,y \-Jh:i -ces have t l oueht like van ..:;yl 8 1 nbbert t l a "t l ool .... , 
let us r;e t out o:r t hese st,...uct ures because t' ~".,...<' is nothinG t hat is 
e;oine; "to come o.bOL1 t "t·'i t hin t he apart lle id f'raue~··o ..... ,,.., becaW"P n,Dart l1eid. 
canno t comrr ·~t s u;;..c-..:..de - i t cannot be an "t i - i "tsc 1-"' , i. "t - i t r"'nnot make 
:i.t sel.r out o"' <'Yi ... tcncc - so ,.,hen tve s t udy thiP ...,1' •nomenon , 1. t hink the 
nrco. o:f £'oc...1.s should not be \-;it hin t he o .... )art 'lC:id s t ruc t ure 'tsel f' - re 
shot.-11 move out and lool~ a t t he churches and lool ::1 "t the unl.verc:;i t ies 
and l 0ok a t o t her :in"' t .: t ut ion~ nn 1 J .. ool: at t llo 1,1 i t o comm•mj t y and l onl: 
a t ::Jlncl::: c..,..,h ::md sec t hem and t l,osc in tl'~ Free 1 01 .. Cha:!:'tPP ' '1.n<'l t ht=!n 
'tve must c:.-, J t o ot.1.r::;eJ.ves t herr is ...;ro~·rth . 

One lost crit..:..c:~,P q·.v~stion and t hen I think rc can just handle one more 
orca and thot 1 ~ ..:.. t , '"tnd <'l._.,in t his is j ttcot Anvil ' s aclvocat<' .~,qcs tions -
bu t c:incc the - ~C ' "' ·lad such, lone histo,...~ ~d. t radi t ion 1"' non-rpc'al
iF.., , 'lOt;• and 1;h. • HOS - hD.VP t 11ere bl"Cl1 pe.._-.; () lS Of dPr...,il Cnt o.f t ha t 
ir•pe t n.s - .fo"" nxxnflle , t he A'f\TC yout h lca{;ttC when even T., .. .J,o 'lnd NanclP l a 
f'pl t t hat t 1 " " ,-~rc not - acl"'litt ed t o be-in,: o.nti-commun..:.."" t, '1.1l t :i- Incl · an 
and an"ti-t~·hi "t <' , t 1 lc P.AC , ..,n 1 t 1 <"n t he '1C period - if' i t' s "' ch a s tront,: , 
tenacious , ~rrc:istent asprct. 

YP"' , sure - I uas J.oo ·ing- :for a r>nper - I had a l_1iccc o:f par>er c:o 1P 

wh(>re around hero - ort)"'tvay i t ioc"'n ' t r C'lttcr - I ~ 'l"' "t 't·mntcd t o ( ••••• ) 
I ... 10:\:e my notes so t 11'1.t I ct.on ' t j u"' t t '11k in a vn; t hat is not con -
con s t ruct'L ve - 'tvC 11 , '1ow co I re~ .. .'ond t o n ques t ion like this - I should 
!"' "Y t '11nt , C'l c: I ' VC cti"l"tcd be fore ' t he policios 0 r th~ }'HC hnvc been dc 
vel0 .._1in ._. - th~y should be lool .. ed n t .from t hat nnclP , J'.r-o• t "the angle of 
proc~"~S<"~ , if one were to us~ o - n jarcon t ha t i"' tJpir'11 in t be lit
oration 'lOV~mcn t t hnec days , t'l.~ "t i t should be loolced a t di1lecticalJ) , 
and t ' i.s is no t onl J -.':i t h rr-.:;a.,... 4 "t o onr approach t o t he non- ..~.·..,ci<1 1 p~ . .c
spcct ~ .. ve o:r s t ru;;:;u lP , but ~lc:o vi t 1 l rccard t o Ili"lny other tl :in._.c: , in
cludinG t he s t rn.t oc:ios "tl ~ "t ve adopt ed a t on0. prrio l and ano t ' E> ~ . 

Popever , I "t . .,n t to mol{e sol1<' t 11ine v~ry, vc ... ·y clear (?) J~PC"1 1lSO I t ve 
~t1..1.di.f', t llC 1•ir. t oTj of the _\"'TC v~ "'", ve:c:r , very t J r-.,...ou._:;''l) - .i.f n 
:::'C'1dS thO h ' cto:r- Of' l: bC A:TC , O "' 1, Cl "t it ~ -"'OLU1din._, :f,., t l (',~., c:toOd f'or 
Sol PJ .. aat~ , ..Jr . Pi:-tlP.y S erne , ~Ian._..cna , S elope Tl e1 , , Tolm )·,bp anrl "t -
ere: - i t 'ill e very clear t ha t our pcr"'l'!ec-tivc ;"'ro'"'~ t he O" ...., innin.., ,·ac: 
f'o"" tl1e creation or this non- rac:i.a1 soc:i.ct~·· 
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Yon see , t h.:_e ::~crsr>octivc is older t :.an t 10 "T'J - i t has "'O 't - ·-c 1 as 
eo t a " lis to~./- t 1,-::- 't shoul d not be :forc;o-ct n , md t h t I ' d likP (?) -c o 
rc:fer t o - ;·0t, SC' , .:o1• 1 11 remember t • 1't in 0 t'tll A.Lricun his t c -r:' t !tere 
'\iUS u period , u:f'tf'"r' 13.::; 11 ' rhen t he A"- iC'"lTl.S in the Ca!lC ucre all ol..red u 
qualified vote in a co1· oTI vo -c ers ' rol l, ~d a:f-cer tbc - 't' le discussions 
bet lveen t he Af'ril;:anner and Enel · le~ 1 C'rs in Sou-c , '"'rica in the post-
An c;lo- Boer Uar 't'lhcn 'they 'tvan-ced -c o forM -c,10 Union o"' ':ou-c h Africa - in 
-che r>rocess of' 't 1at debat e -che ~"'. "t'escn 't "l 'ti ves of' tl.e African peo .._'11P 
lvho looked u-c t his Cnr>e liberal consti-c•lt-ion.,1 trudi-c:Lon of' par-c· c·· ... -
n-cj.on ·n cen crul orcnn"' 0:f eovernmen -c us u c:::,.. '"oJ o" v1at 1·onld f'innlly 
be .for n.ll 'tbP. o -c1,"'r ' "ri cons in 'the o-cJ,I"\r _,.,...ovinces of' Sou,;h A:fric"l -
'thnt is in No-col, i.n ,;'"'" Tr'ln!'!vaal and 1;110 "ranee Fr00 "' -c n 't C' - expressed 
-che:i.r vicHs i.n n o tmce.,..-cnin 't erms c'lur-:n~ -c110 process o·r -c1,, -c deb., -c e , 
"tvhen lve l(neF 't11'l't t he TTni on lvas s 11pnoE= 1"\Cl -vo be :formed , t ha't w,.. are ex
y>ec -c inc and ho,;:in.::; -c',"\t l·'i 1;11 -che " orr,,., -cion of' che Union oi' " he four 
Dri-cish provjnccs - bccat1!'!(' "l 't -ch'l't 't i'lr> 't ,C' Tr;msvaal and -c he Oranc;e 
F'rce S t a t e 1acl been annexed by Pri ~. ain - ,; l"'o t -ch" African • E>O_:Jl e , -cha-c 
-che rie;h-cs -c o vo-ce ,.; 11 1)e ex-c enrl<>d -co ·ch<> '\f'ric-m ~eoplc - Fe hnd 1-his 
f':1i "Gh - in o -cher 1·:ordc;: , ,; 1e cornrton vo c~rs' -roll o-r ,; 1c Co!)<"' Provjnce 
1-.ras seen a c:; 'r>]d in 'trLJs 'teeslip (?) t'or 1v a -c l\•as -c o be i n Pt,'turo , hu-e 
~t occurred -c o u ~ 't~a't -chic::' "~ n denl nbou-c nnd a~qin~'t u~, and ~ha -c 
't11P ~t:lisl1 :::~nd <\ """"i r,-,•1n(' 1 "' J '"'0r'ler 0_:1..,""lOnen t s · n lvar 1 l·:er<' "lG'recd on 
no't1 inc; eJ.~e bu-c 1;hn-c c11<' hl'lc1 -~ c:l o11lc'l be keT)'t ~nlijncn-ccd, qnd -c hn -c 
V"'l "' t he basis o-~" ~,;he:ir nni-cy, :tnd 'th"''t 1·..0 lverc (?) excluclPd . 

T hf"> ANC 'IVTO'te l<"'t;'ters of' prot es t 't O 'the covernor cenerol , lvho repres 
en -c ed t 11t? Dri'tis11 cove,...,ment, "lnd in ,;hos0 nro -c ec::-c no t "S l•'C' clenrJy 
c: -c ,-ced -c l1"l't OL,r belie"' is -chn t So!l-ch '\:fri co mu!'; 't 1-)o n coun -cry 1-.rher<> n ll 
-c he r'1cin 1 ..;rour>s mus -e pnr-cic ipa-c e in -cl c adm:inis -crn-cion of' -che c oun-
-cry - -clJa t t ~ one ••••••••••••••• 

rn OF STDE TlJO. 

P<"' t i t ions l·""re sisned 1· y people li.l·p Tcnc;o J::tbnv , 1ro:rr-ssor T <"'neo Jr'lb
avn - ~o 'le o"' t hem SC'n 't 'tO Bri-c ain , 1vl ich exprC!';!"C 1 our 01m concep-cion 
o 1-.rl 'l 't -cltc Sout 1 A:fric"'ln socic t~ ~ 1"'ould be - inciden,;ally , 't ,e!'!e cornm
en-cs c1il no t only cnmc "rom -ch~ A C - one o:r 't1'" o•:t.'tS't"'lnd·i.n.:::; Fh; -c e 'lvo
men in cooqt h ~f' ..... icn in t"10 1-:~st c<'n 't llry , OJ. · v, chrein<'r , qc -c ually made 
n ve:rT 'nteres-cin.::; .... cmnr,. nlPo dnvin..; t l'c I'Criod oi' t 1 is deba-c e - "' 1 e 
~nicl t '.o t c::h<' l-Jopcd -cha't -ch<"' 20th. ccn-c ury POlllcl be -f'onndc 1 on a dif·"
cr<'n 't bnsi"' t 1 nn 'tl1<' :1~"' 't cr>n 't ury - 't 1 1"1't l\·n~ 't11<"' - 't l'n 't F::l!'; -che c::piri -c 
(?) - no'v 't 110n "t;l1C Fnion lvUS f'ormnd - t l-J0 Union Ac t lv[l"' pn<>!';('d by rnr-
1 inrcn 't - now· 'tl10 un.:..on Act :i 't lv;)S - n ._;PntJ.emen ' s ncrcc"lent l.;as ren -
e Jed t 11n -c -chi"" cl '1t'se of' t he Cn.~,.,,.. ~ " -ri.cm, s 1··as no 't coin IS -c o be removed 
from tlv' c-nut 1~ • :r..-.; con cons t i t u t i m unless t 1cre 1.;as n 'tl., -cllirdc:: .laj 
ori t y in bo t h 1 ous es o .... ~·arli1 nen 't, ~~ i -c 1::as enjoyed !'0r ~orne ,; ine , 
and as you nre VC':r:· muc11. ~uva,...,.. , in 19;tJ Hnrt zoc passed 1 · c; inf'.,nons 
bj.lls , one of' 1.r•,;c1 1 •;as -c 1, · s r"' ~""'" "'Cn 't"~t iv" - reprec::f'n't'l.'t :i.on of Ta t ives 
Act - It'.;,.,·,. ..., t (?~"To. 1" or 'o . 18 n" 1;!::-''- I cr1n 1 t remember n~~-·
and i:f yot.. l.>o1 : ,.,t 'that pcr.:.od aeain - 1"'CC'"' "'e t hat ' on in t erE c t int: 
neriod to look at t hP h · c::torv " t he A ·c 1 -: no!=ii t:ion ,.,.i th recnrc'! t o the 
~oncept o:f n non- rae i.al soc · ~ t- - 1vhat 1~ J!:>~ned - protPs t meetinc~ 'vere 
called . 



N . In 19J.J a conven t ion lvas called , i nitiated prindpally by people likE' 
Rev. n. . .la'1a' ane and Prof' . Jabavu h:i..mc:: e l t' - John Dube - t here was an
an - an all A f'rican conven t ion , and :i..f' you look a t the record of' the 
c1el · herat ionc:: of' t '1e all African conven t ion , i t cle:::trly s t ated t h<'~ t .: t 
T ~ r--tc t'1e r>rovic::ionG , or ra t her the . c t ''hie l is beinc; proposed ~ J 

ro t "',c .... , ·,ecausc t he Af'rLcanc: be ieve t' ,t Sot1t h A:fricn is a count.~.J
t lla t l Plon'-'c: to all '\vho J.ive in i t - t ' "~t - t h:::t t t h · n...., h:::ts been t l ere 
i t is t he:::-e - Pro:f . l!att 1cwc:: and - a n d - and ~·:::~r>ikela - t he .,e '"ere t he 
peo.ple ltho took up th:is perspective . 

In o t her' orcs , I ' M t ry.:..., w t o ci t e' t hic: '1istoricol bacl·Ground t o dem
ons t rat e on" and only on£> t line- , t ha t t be t radl.t ion n.r ncn-r~cialism 
in Gout ll ~_::'rj_ca. elat es to t hoc::p - t o t 1'nsc periods - nou 1 t L,!" come t o 
t he n:::-eas - I ' m - I ' m - I ' m gradLtnll., c-?minc- ·to t l e nrcac ,,., ' c'1 'tve have 
posed questions ~bout- hut t hPn WC' (?) Slnuld c:ee t lat £ro, 19J6 to 
about 1.9l1 l• aft er t l e c;overnment ha<l 1"lr1e 't c om subs t i t u t e ror t he 
Cape vo t ers comnon rol , 'tvhere A:Cr.:..canc:: IKl'"ti c- • pated in vo t in ...,, '< 1at 
1ap_ cned 't\·ac:: t hat af' t n ~ cstnblishine t he TC'l t · v neprcc::en t ::tt ivc- Cot..nc '1, 
Fherc 'tiQ pa~t.:..ci_ a t c-c :1._.nin i n eood f'ai. t h bCCO.U."'C 't (' thOU._. l t 'tve COUld 
make sonet'1in.; oc:.t of i t - and ":,· t he Hay , t ' a t b 1. · c.r '\VDS not a mis 
placed one - i t' c:: Y";ry e::l'3Y t o 1

'1 ., t o s0.c sow oi' t l e c::nper.ficial his 
t orians rn!1r)in '-' (? ~ ~ ~~ -.nd c:oru:-t; 1es even ricl:i.culine tl'e - our p:::~rt 
ici.pation in tlr T.,..,~ , Pit hout loo<:in._, d<>"' .. .:nto t1c question an d -
and 'tvhat - :::~nd 'wu ~- lcbntcd t hP very qu<"" t..: on of' part icip:Jtion a n d 
so on nnd so f'ort'1, 1 1t I don ' t 'tvan t t o - to e t ::1 <:en a't·my in t o a dis 
cuss·on of' t hat nsrrct . 

nL'.t i t is o.,ly rel~vnnt 1vit"t rp.._:;"r·l t o t 11i.c:: .-.spect becaUSP v:.<"n t he 
.~·o•tth le:::t~tlP C''V'1e about in 19LtlL , it cnnc D 1 ot1t princ:Lp:::tlly n o t so •nuch 
~., a erour> t hat lvas :::~n t i-'t·:'.; t £> 1 ,.,, i c 11 'tlOL-;.11 'l::tvc had no b'lsis in::::o.fnr 
ac: t!·" \".JC did no t have 1vlti t eCJ '"~"' .'!~mbc ........ , ')ut it came .)r;ncipally -:ts 
a b0cl j t hat \vas ·li ~"ferin e . t 1 t l I ' c ' f" - J'O ll ] 110 • ' t he old t:;'U'"lrd in 
the.,. ::; • ~ tr'.:ld - yo• 1·no1v1 '-'"'a 1 al · '"'t app:!.~oac'l - ;n o t her words , i t "'15 

principall J 'l - ., -'j_"-'~nrencP or" ""trate..;ies and _1olicies inso:far :-~~ t hose 
policies lPt rmined 110.: '\vP .... nt qbout to rec rec::s our erievanccs , and 
this is 1v1

: , t 1ro l<:> l t 1e ()<->; t 'l t ·on t a t r"' done by t 1w youth leaeue , 
i t led t o t ' c- s t alcmatf'"'! , to t 1 •e crisis P:.t,,.;_n t l e TRC i t sel.f , anr .. eopl.e 
like ) .... . loroka t' "'1'1 moved t ha t mo t j 0.., r"h; C11 led t o t he - t o t he "' t n l e 
mat 0 .;n t he R" , 1; C 1 l - '\vhich callec1 " ,.. t :.e indefinit e adjourn!"1Pn t of' 
the ~ .:lC jus t bPi'0 "'~" the T ntionplist · rt:r c~J'le t o pol>C:r. later on , qbout 
f'o ur yc ars lo.t er ln I mean :in - in 1 9' 3 . 

P..tt t he poin t 1v:lich ::r •vanted t o <'-r~asise l·:"s that - no,., - but you mus t-
1·:e 1U" t 'llso look at the '\vorld , ' ) t he lvay - , hat 1vas hnppcninc i.n 't·rorJ 
hi"' t or; d1,ri.n ~.J t he t ime o.r t he - o_, th" - oi' the •onth le:::~c;uc 1vb.; ch det
er .i.nr 1 t:r .: ~ ldcoJ.ocical '"~P:'ro:::~ch t o nationalism - f'irst o" all , t his 
'tl:::t s a ~cr;.;.o(, in uorl 1 1 Ls t o,... J ' 'l<"n ncH nation., ucre be inc; -C'ormed , ,y:hcn 
nations 1..rero 'Je inr a "tt <"~ ~ke l r< !'! cism , "the T' tler .ras ci::< 1 , 1vhen nat-
ions '\'ICre df>fendin.n- t 1 lC!!lf'elves and nat ionaJ.::..s :1 .:a"' ::tt th<' ... r--'1J.r - t l-)c 
French lvcre resisti.n_; occupati()n , t he 'Sri t is'1 1-;ere res is tine; oceu~')ation , 
and a t "times cert a..:.n claGs int(>re., t s ,.,.ere subor i.n:::~tcd to t he def'encf> 
of' nationaJ. snrviY::tl at:o.ins t wha t 1.;as re.:::;arded ns u .fac::cic: t; menace . 

Even che most outspo1-cn rcpre.,en t; a "t ives 0-~" "the 1vorkine; clns"' - even 
ore:::~n; c.-,tions lil;:e t 1

1f' '()Ut;h '1-f'r - t; llc Co.'1..1 !liSt; Party o" SoPt; ' \:friC[I 
at; ,;,, t time pet ' '111.· -,]nest L)leod preciscl~· on ,;his q est ion , '··l e t 1 er 
or not t o ~n "' cici.')a ~. e in war - ·r;here 1vc "" 0 tlJOse 11T'lo snid : Look , o 1r 
.;ask here" 'n SO'lt 1

1 ~ _,,.ica is t o orcnnic-:n t h"' 1\10rking cJ.ass t o 1voc;e a 
s t rucelr- n.:;nins t "t hC' bourceoisic - but; t 110 T'f'"'! 'tvcrc "those uho said : Look , 
not:ions 'l"'e a t s t a 1 ·e , f'osc;E>m has ber-n lnt loose - no" t 1 1 ic:; only ill
us t rot ec "the ,,·orlcl con "t c>Xt in lvhich t; "l-)j ~ ncH lvnvc of' n'lti_()nalism lvac:: 
t akine rylnce . 



lv ZA I .A . J1. 

SomP of "the coun"triec: - l9hh n l rcad;r c: omc of' ·r.;hc co un 1i ,... · "''"' , for in 51iancc 
in en:1icrn 'Suror>e 111crc be ·n~ libcra"t ec• hy "tho - by 1i 1" - l >Y "tho Sovie t; 
.,r,.,y :-1i "that l-ime - I can' 1i ..,.,er nbnr 1·hich one A ·rH~1il:r nou, whc 1iher I 
rcan Fin J.and , C'?:cc•1osloV[l1riD .,nd - and so on - T n<'ed no1i be quo"tcd on 
t l e ey c t cotm"tr:i.os , btl1i co1m "tries ::~J.rcnd'!r by l0ltlt uhi c-11 "\•T<'r<' nlrP":ldy 
bcin .::; li l~r., 1i cd - noF 1ihi!'l ivholc ·t.•.,vo cn.u.::;h1i up nnd Sou"th '\ ~"'r·c~, by 
"the ,.,.n.r, ivl"! ' ve 1-.o_c'l 1i1, ;., f'or"t une o ~"' -~"olJ.o;·d .• ~e tl,P "these ... orlc'l even"tc 
very, Vl'..,.,y , very clooely :1nd 1ore t l ::u1 1ihQ1i, rela1i inc "t o "t'lnm. 

r 01·; !leo ple like An "t on Lem "'~ede , one of' 1i 1 oc:c ~eniu~ cs 1iha1i has been 
1ihrol·m out; by "the Sou1ih Afri c<>n libPr:11iion s 1irue;ele - ·-Tal1ier Sisul •t , 
~:; els on ~Gllc1<' 1 ., , Govan •beld and o "thcr::: li1 -<' ·rdo. and so on , ;\·ere na1i-
urally cau._:l "t np in 1;l1ic i'crvan1i n:11i ional:is 1i spiri"t, ivhich ,\·us a 
healt hy one - w·hi ch "ru; a ve-ry , very , very heal "thy one , a n d "they said 
Look , lc"t ns s "tnnd ur> and lr~"t ' f: keep our heads up und livP - •te are no"t 
eo inc "to 1 1 ead for our fro~do, from 1illc or>prcssers any more , tTC are 
eo inc "t o march a'1.cnd nnd "t ake i 1i - 1\•e ' re e;oinc "to have a _)r'>L ..,.,amn1e o:f 
ac"t ion , 1111ich Hi ll include defiance o:r "these tmjus 1i laivs. 

~ow I w 'll no"t (?) ~ rep a "tin e "these ~ic "t oric~l ~.,c "t ~ - "the po 'nt ic: 
"th"' t I ivUS ~ tc: 1i 1i f"J in..; "t o develo;> -·md t o bn i 1 1 u: "tov,rds nn unc'ler
"'1i '1ncline 1i ,L' t 1i 11if' 1••"S a .::nili "ton1i n n 1i · on"lli"'m OL "the Oflpressed - t l<l "t 
rnt'"' t bP nnctc~s"tood because I 1i"<in 1 1 b.f "the ,..-ay , your book "t o huv(> t l 1 1i 
yoLl 1 no,· , "t o hov(> " rca]. sol:i.d a n d objcc"t ivc S"tand vhic 1 ivil1 be •m
ass., ..:l,tlc 0vcn -~"·~ m nny ~{"le of seriou~ cr ·"t cs - noli nov pe1i1iy chaps , 
man , ;do ' 11 ~'l""t J.:.smiss i 1i <'n c , '10 ' 11. h<"' in cons• ~n"n 1iial "themselves -
nou I ' m "t all~.:.n..; from "the poin"t of' vif' r of - of srri o•1s people ivho ar<"' (? 
rei'" 11'!- t hcoret..i..c:1J.ly .::;roun l"(l in 1 o 1 i t ical s ci."nce and - and n c;rns !'! 
or "t,,., coq"th ~ r-..,.,; can rcvoltl"t ion - 1i 11e fVC - i 1i lvill have "to mn1 7C "th.i!"; 
b1lanc<" , vlic"1 i"' n vcr~ -ln_:>or"t 'ln "t one , "lnd 1i '"'1i ' ll sholv your (? ) qual
; 1i}, · n •y v ' ~, .. , hc"t,.,rcon 1;11e S"t<md of' n'>n-racialism , uhich I c:~J hac: 
been c1 '1T''"lC'1i ".,..i.c:in..; our 10vemen1i and a 1i "the same "till(' != 1 o•-:inG "the - 1i11' 
he.,l "thy na"t ionnl-ic 1 1iha1i d '~~"ered :from "the n arroiv one (?) but; 1ihe heal
"th:- na"tional · s &1 uhich sa.:...! : !..ook , lvO are or>.)ress<"' · , lve ... us1i <>1i"lnd up 
,nd io some thine, for oursel ve!"; - and "to indicate 1i1 ., 1i there hns never 
been :1 contr, liction bct,voen t he non-racial a!Jproac1 "lnd the broqd 
nation<'l · Rm o" t he - o:' the ~1\TC , and that thnt nat ' o•1"1lism is lcinG 
s•.1._:1 .._ ort"l- i t :1as been support~l , and con t i..,uc to 11r c:ur1portc;-d 1 be 
cnu.s<"' • t is a manii'cs t ., t ion o " ,n unso 1 vcd nationnJ. qucs"t :i.on - ~"'..i..._,: 1i 
u,!) to t' 0 t 50s - actua.ll .~ i.n t ! youth le2.._.uc period itself , t o r'IP 1on
strntc it - in the yout' lr•ague period its elf' - "then you sm\• t he Dadoo 
·a:i.c'{.c ... -~~..:.mo. Puct . 

In other 1.;orc1 !'! , "this lvas "' real ... ~oere!'lc:i~ e d~"velor'lll"!n t ':'roi, t 1
1e ,Doin t 

o:f vicu of tJ P .: .... TC: in t hP ~nldance !:JOl.~-· ocl of t l e j ou1il J.eac;un, '1 icL 
!::<:ti'l t he eros sin ._., t,_P t r1ne CPndina of t he nnrro' .,... "' etlmic b ... ..,,.,.,. t • 2 t 
had been set 'li'l ..:.n 1)1 " , t 1--o Indian commnn i t y · P ·n..; encompnss cd - f' .r-
1il er thUJl 1;1 1t , ;n 19_:::1, ' .}2 , lurine the r>eriod of tl--e clc:fi~ce co •. l .._1 -

c:i"',' pen_ , ,.. ,.•,o.:? ~t · ci1 "1 t " 1 t here inclt.•.:'0d p<'on]P ... ..,.,'>mall r;->c.:.-=Jl 
._.ro~r>s - J:.~co~)lc .rrom "l] l r..,cial c;":"ou. s - ) 1 sr" , t !." o t 1 ter aspC'ct 'T 1ic' 
;·e made a re.ference 1i ~"~ , nf' th ) o .tt h 11"'1..,11" tnJ inu po·< t-l.ons 'vhicl ivcre 
I ore or less undcrs t no·, "t OLe an t i-,vhit e , 1 ccause you ~e> · , no111 i'le 1 re 
1•Ti t inu t,.,0 t rue 11i .... tory of our people - :, Oll sec , a lot of' t hin c;s have 
been Pp 'd , [In 1 c:o 1ctimes re;>ea t ed so many times t hat 1i'1Py '1.-re t al ... en ~"'or 

.:;ran "t ed , i t' c: li.1 -P "that - and I t hink ue need to mnl~e ., ,..E"1ll) radical 
r re"lk and - .,n' - a_ncl have a - a rea l people ' s r>crspec t :i.ve n0" o~ t 11at -
o:C the hic:t0r_, o.f the Sout hAfrican strueclo- you see , t he yo..t see , 
t 1~eir "I)- - .~r 'lt t;nt s t acre - and t his ;-;as a1i a stace ;-:hen "t l ) l'lere s t ill 
yo•mL , no t only in nee but also polit ically. 



H. Their 1.;rorry \:nc ''i t'1 re:3"ard to t he - the Communist Part .. ~ , the you-ch 
leag-ue - t he ini"t i~ l '"'1lti-co~m:..mi"'t sentiment s - hol'eve,... , ~ven them 

J . I<' . 

J . F,. 

u. 

.J • F . 

'-I . 

'~·ere a bi "t ~isploc 1, ·._n '1.> -..~ie , 1>ccn.uso i t uas not t ... ~ - a t least 
not ::dncc 1 ),0 - tl '"~ t tl' So11 t1 \~.rican Communis t Party ,.,as n '\vhite 
dominat ed o.,., ._,1nis:1.ticm, '>ut .; t i~ be] icvcd b;• -chc ~-Jay , and "' t ran0c 
cnonch - I ' . !'if).._~~"Y t o ""'"~/ t 11is - <'"\en as 1 n t c ns t v~ mid- ' ~"'"'<> Cdc . 
N<:>n'1 P l a uas ct " ll. able t o """"Y · n t" c doc1.:: I "t "'-Jill 1 e cli" "i c-ul t :for 
\'1 i t P people to ..:tnderc t anr rl1y ~ .c-.,...i Call na"tional.istc "inJ C01.1 .unis t s <lS 

t h-=d ~ i'ricnds - I con ' t remember th~ - t , e ul ole -chin u, bu t \'lent on to 
""<"lY t 11at i -c i.e: ·1ccauso these ar~ t he pco:->1"' 'lc ' ve be,.,,, ,hl.n t o ea t "'·it'l 
"'ID 1

, you l~oP, -c'1c - 1·hich ~:a"' a bi-c, n 'j vieu- in 1;• riev: - y0u 
nc ec not ur · te '1.bOL1."t -c'1ls - a bit uni'ort •n'ln "t ,., ·n t '10 ~~n e t ha-c, you 
see - nnd of course : 1an ela - I ' m not r..ri t :.ci inc; l.Lm- I ' m nnt s1yin.; 
he did no"t unders t and this asr>ec t. 

'l'hc -r...,r-c of tl'e ma-c -cer i::: tha-c there h2c been -cn_s ir.tat3'C tha"t t l c Cf'l ur.
lUlist ( •• •• •••• • •••• , w·.li "t cs - no"t -chn romnun · :::-cc: nrc t"1c 1-:hi t c"' ( ?) 
t he ·:L..:. -c s arc "the ones \vho are comin .,. , you 1...110 1 i.nto "thf" ''TC r ~ cortm
unist -chat - -c1,at t yr>c o I"' "thinG '\vhen tr ou::::;h) a"' , nn -c-cer or "'1 c t i:f one 
looks a t history :'-roperly, ~~ early 1s 19?7 alrcn ~ . " 70 pc..::-ccn t o,.. "C ·t-
1 or~ of -c' 1c - of' t1 'o com umic::t - o-r tile C::."'!. then •.r('"'('C blncks - incid 
en t roll .~ , for some reason '\v:1j c 1 )OU could e-lise us:=: in onotl"~cr subject, 
t h0rr> ' " br--cn -che _Jrondnence o:f - o-r - o-r - of i·;l'i -c c lenders - I ME"an 
Joe )lovo, Jac;.: Simon'"' ,...nd so on , bt t r1o:·b~"' :i.n a ivc: .- t 1 is also has been 
jn-ccrcs-cinc; and cootl " ns IJccausc :i.-e l,o~ l"'onsoli<1 ,,;er1 o•1r very non-
r'lcial approo.ch, because i -c is prcciscl:· ,;h0sc uhi"t~" co nr.mni~-c~ ·p'llo 
T t m sayine; a-r0 no-c -c' 0. on l y ones w·llo ar<> ro 1munis"t"', 1:)('Causc -cherP ,,.,vc 
1Jeen blacl~s and '\f.,.,icanc "!·.rho have been com:'1unis-cs, l ilce 11foscs T'o -c anE", 
J . B . ~1arl.:s , bnt -c11c . .r have demon::o"trn-ccc' r>crho!)S more t h'U1 many o -ch0r 
c;rot1:'f' , pn J i ti rnl .:;roup amonc; ,.,,,;-ceq, -chc l0v"'l -c o l·r'lich -ch0y nre 
\villin ..; t o ~o no-c only -ln dr>f'cndin~ -chis non--rori 11. perS!'J<'C"t iVE" bu"t 
al ~o - bu ~ o.lso in sac "'i -r; cin ~ "tO"'vards -chc s-c-rn "~1 0 nnd h0lpin:3" t o 
c r~-"' "t allisc nnd -co s olidj f: -chis n on- raci:Jl approocll. 

I '\vas on l ;, !lal-cin.:; -c 'bis sli..;h-c dicression 11e-eause J" -c hotlGh"t I needed -c o 
'lnlre a VC''''Y bri<>i' clnri:fi.ca-cion, '\vhich o" course I '-no•·r you <lre aivare 
of , 1vi t 1 rc,::ard -c o -clw pofli"tions -chn-c 1·,Tc:r0 1 1<>ld by t11<"' lf"TC you-ch le'lcue, 
:1nd t h1 -c ,;hj c; '\·m.s no-cl1inc; elo:;E" hu -e n pro.:;-r<'""'iVc milit"ln t n'l-c·ionC:Jli"'m, 
the en lC' na-ci.onal:ic • t~at charac-ceriscd "t 1 '<' ~ trucclc i'or ~"1~"'-de -c erni.n

C:J "t ion , 1"1 ( 1;1·cr i "t ivas in rrninE"., , "h "the-r i"t; 1J'')C in Con..;o , Ph('"Lh~r it 
was in T1nzania 1 i-c ivO!" in r-=:eny., , 'n 7'1n'l::lio 1 in doz<:~mbiqu<' , o~ "lt '"~n) 

o -cher area of 1vhich CJ>pcricncPd na-ci on,... , rlor.tina-c ion and o _.)'1r('c; c;ion and 
ivhere "t 1H' o.~._.)rPsqccl hnd -c o as':lert t b0 1sclves , but -c o go .rl'r"thPr 'lnd 
su[j.:;oo -c ,;l,<l "t i"t w<:~s hos -cil e -c o ,,Tl)i tec; , I t hinl ,•oulcl 1)0 "to t "11<:P. "thin G's 
a bi-c - ':t bi t f'u-r-c1-.0.r - ;1; 1vould b0 t o read i.n"to -c bc nro,.,.rr~mno of' -che 
yont 1< l cnenc son0-chjn_; -c' 11; , .. <:~~ n o t C'V!'Jrcsscd , and I 1 vc ,,acl occnsi.on 
-e n - -c o - -c o rc~c-1 • t an(l -c o s -cudy :i -c. 

1n 0 "C,1f'r :i.-e 1vas expressed and cnndonc 1 , -cherc "1\iCrc elencn-c s o£ an-ci
>:1 i. t ; e-m and an -ci-Inuian . "'m . 

In -chc pro..;ram u~? 

In omo11 c; yo 1tl1 J.c2 c-uers •••• 

Uell •••• 

i "t seem" - i .r one looks hi"' -c orically - if ~·ou lool.: 'l "t t he doctl ,_ 
cn t s - SobulCivO i·:"n"t t; l ron:3"h n '~·hole con t or-ccd •••• 

lJho w·ero tho J.0adcrs or t hC' y0u"t h lea,:uc - "t1 'lt 1•ri.ll be v0-ry ~ nt ere"' -cin._. 

by tllc '"~- , -c o - I ' ve na.1ed sorn • 



J,F . 

• 

J . F . 

H. 

J.F. 

Lemb~uc died so early •••• 

~fandcla , Siculu1 'l'ambo •••• 

S u:r , -r: t h:i.nk - "''Wiuola a n cl T, ,bo s ... l'"l 1 ~C' about ho,.,r -.;he ~~ had a period o~ 
an-.; i -comr.u.mic:m ru1d n.n-.;i-w'lr· 't i£"" and c,.,,,_ -.; h"'~T ac 't ua ly came out of' -.;hat 
and bec ame t he solid concress n lli::mcP .UTC , bu't o:f 'the Lembedes a_nd 'tl c 
'ldas and 'the nnpc 1d1o Pen 't into the y out h leaeue Cln 1 ;.ntn t 1~'1 P.AC , T ' '11 
just - "1Y CJ.Ue"''tion i::; .ius't sure , I Pn lC'rs t and t ho 1 · "tor~· y011 ' re "<'; 'n c; , 
but T ' n sayin._, in t l)t ' hns a n d 'thC' ' 50s 0ncl 't 1en a..;a..:..n ·n t he ' 60f': 1n l 
-.; he ' 70s you had a !lf" .... iol 1.,rherc non-r...tcin li.s ~l '\'las challenced by some
t hine else •••• 

Yes •••• 

I ' J j u8 't uon dcrinc :i.f' ,.,e can t alk - because - e v en ,.,;_-ch DC you' d have 
to "ld it t hat t here '\-las a serious challcnc;e - even nol: in 't1 e ' 80s 
t here have to ac 't uc. lly be put 'to t he test •.;hcthcr COSATU •~-auld accept 
CUSil or - nr.d 'the i '5"' u v s non-racialism - i t . ., ... >ut to t he t es t and 
i t survived t he t e5t - n t he ' 70s - in t llc lat .... t l" 1s i t didn 't. 

l!cll , I t h..:.nL that no1.; t he question j c; - i""' - has been r>oscr1 : n n in 
a - i n n clearer"" ~"- i n shol.'t 'thr-,, I s'o-1ld c-ay t llat in st:tcl ,~r.;nc-

;·ou see , in "'tun.,..:n ..... t he - t he n a tjon r-lism of the O!).I>rCS"ed in ~0 1:tth 

A.frica, I t' i•1:.: ..:..t .;otl.ld be hones t o~ u::; t o "'~Y t hat t l Cl" '->ve ',:>cen 
tuo t cnc'oncics - t ll'"'r ,.,.., .... been t; lC rno.:i.n 't en< cncy , t lle do ,;nnn t t en d 
ency o'"' what I "tv-oultl rr..;ard or define a~ r>rot;rc .... sivfl nati..mali"'"l , ul1icl1 

<lid not narro1.; i t s sco .~. - [lnd t here ho.s been narrou nationali"' 1 -

ul t ra-Pn.n-A:f.!'icanism , 1vl · C1 t ended t o sec t"1incs in n narro1.,r :;:->crspect
i,e , nn cons~quC'n 'tly a l "'o came w-it h s'wlJou so1 ut· ons- no1v .; ·au do 
":.nd t ha t - I tl ;nk w·c mus t - 1ve - 'l:c - 1-:c o';'"' i 't t o hif: t orical record 
I t~~"~:n 'l'lC s:._ot• l ·1n 't sn~~ t!lines here -I mnnn t ho purr>o"'c is lore - FE" ' :!:'c 

n o·t ..; ne t t .,l':inu i'or t he s::U~c of' i t or en::n.c,., in- in "'OP.lC exchnnt;c o " 
pr0 ... ,._,,nt1 ,.., , 'tho t : ;nd of' t hin e - 'llC are <liscussinc o 1 ..; ~"'c t ive his t oric,., l 
~acte, 'U1C1 one o::" t'10se his t orical :facts is that th".r~"' 1ave been 't l-lO 
t cnd.C'nc.:.es . 

1\"[o'\\" 't' a,.. t 'lv"O 'ten lcncics have {!O t t he·;__, roo t s - 110\v" t hat you posed a 
t heorf't..:..<"l.l c7 ,..,ll..,ncc t o , I may nc t v'"' J ly c;o .rc:.rtl·C'r t o say 't <1 't 
t hey ' .. ..;o t t'~eir roo t!" ·in n clac:s ., ·.Y.::..-J.cd. soci~"' t.;, because one> t en, _ 
<'nC.f is a t endency of' c... .... ~onp amon.._. t l P o ... :!,)rc::;sC'rl ·rl o lvan t t o s•:th~tit-

l 't c t he or>presse:r in the cxr>loj 'ta t ion 01' t :1c mass 0£ the wo_~t: ·.n 0 y>co ... "">le -
t hey nlso cone '1\"ith tho b::mnf'r of' nation.,]-: -:m - t 1 lC') '"'::::'C' u<: ·.nc nntio'1-
ali~m :for t J-.p ·_r O\m in t ercc: t 9 \ ecause t]~" :" .,re covct in ._. t l o lu.."'ury , 
t he social security o~ t he- o 1 .... "'essed , nnd t ! E") 1van t 't o subs t i t u t e hir1. 

This tcn dC'ncy 1 '<:-S bcPn ~ound , •,y t l <"' '\'ay , not only in SoPt h A:fricn or 
jn .\f'ric , ·"or t 1 8t matter - i t ' s l'nivc~"''"'l - I line ·t up vnry c l<"'arl~ 
'i t ' co. . ;t'l.li~. n" a s~·s t cm o~ prodt...c't ion - t '1c o t her tC'ndc:nc ,~ i~ a 
t cm lrnc:· t hat do"s not represen t t he as1:1iri1:?; ' ""ur...;ooisic - i't is a 
'tendC'nC' ;" t'1a't rer>rescnts t he oppressed massC' ... , t 1 E" •rorkinc ma."'~E"" , t he 
small ... '"'"'"'"'n tc:, thf'! 1·o.,.,, in:?; clnss , and even f'r>_ t !"'! in c:cc-.;ions o"' t '-.e -
o~ t' '(' !1C t't .,• '"">a ~1:: .._.f"ois.:.--- , t ile proeress ive bo ur ..;eo..:..c: .:.c - and I 1 11 very 
ha.._ I' ~ 'to c;~.: 'th"' 't 't 1 le l ...., '1as represen t ed 'this e;"l.':::tSS"""l" "G scn't imcn't 
•~hie' , Ciani:fcs t ed .:.t scJ :r in 'the pro_:-rP.ssJ.ve nat ional ·i "• 1, ~:hich re."'rcs 
cn't s in :fact t hof'c or>prcsseu clr~"'c:"''1 .. ,,o.,,.. "''>rosie-' t, 1 >se perspect
ives o.r the .::'u't L1rc 1 •·' 10sc s t rat 1 u' c 0 1 ~n et:., "S is • o n "~- tclminc t hat 
i t dctermin " C'Ven their t actical ... 01 i c · ce nnd o~"C::ll1:i. S<' 't' nal s truc t ures 
find mc t l odr in rcsolvinc- various issues t hat appear on t he ,.,ray. 
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In o t her Hords , Hith -c1 
• s broad p ro gressive nn.-cionr~lism f"Xr>rossine and 

rof'J.cc-c in(; -che vic•:s o-~" 1..'10 people a t -c llc crassroo-c s , -chc ,.,orking r>eo
plc , i'lho 1-:nnt -co bui1 1 a nm·; soc · e -cy , 1··' o 'o no-c ;··n1t -c o be subs t i -c u -c cs 
because t'lCy ' vc ,,.) desire to - t. 1 

(\ subF-ci t.n-cos of t'1e c.xploi-cers - i-c 
; c: only lo....,ical ~o-~ -chom ·co ey .. ')ouc:c a n~t.; OT'lal i::- 't a -c is non- raci s-c 
;, -c 10 Sout 1 A:f~.:.cnn contcx-c - noi'l i.f J:lCO:>lC" c:'\T • t - or ra-cher, ; .2 
t 1 ·s :plcnomcnon "'lias _!)rC"""""l 't in -cbc • lros i c ri,....,.,"G - i-c mus -e lY•vc Leon 
-f'o" a very, vcr;~ shor-e -c; 1c - I nus t <'::-·'l~css 't'ln't bccau.sc 'th.if' -cend
ency in -che you't1 l lca.::;uc id no-c J.ne-c l on.::; - "l't l cas't i't docsn '-c '"\an -
i ~"'cs,; i -c sC"lf' 1 by -c hc 't:a.y , very s 'tron "'l~· ;n procrnmm s ond doctnen 'ts o!:' 
1;110 Arc , Hhic11 I ' ve ct qr1iP-d in 't hC' - in 't 'lC' -in -cho CClrJ.y tt)o~ IJD 'til 
-c l e .roundo:t ion 0 ~ -chr Ti'rc~dom ChT"''tC:r in 19 55 - onri YC' 't even ch~re I 
mus -e say -c h"l "C 'the Ti'rcedo '1 Char~.er hFtcl -co be clr:>b-, t; C"rl "'nd dj c:zcu~s<>d l)y 
peopJ e - 't 11<'ir vi<'1vG had 't o be incor.')ora'tr>O no-c onl y in 'th" "'llCC'ec:-cions 
-ch"l t T·•o,.,e '"r>n-c f'or,-;nr~ 't o t he "'teorinc coil'lr.l; 't"C "~" -cha-c Pas responqibl o 
:f'or col l rc-'tinc- t' """C viePs 'to ,..,.P-ch~"r [lnd 5'1"1"'1""~"".· sine -c l<'t' , )U't pE"opl P 
1vcn -c f'tl"'"Gl,er to r 1r c t d01<' "~ "CE''" 'tO c-o "G O I' J.-i.1t; 01m , and -chcy r<.'i~ed 
que-stions ln I li.'1to•·:n, bu t. ",,.," <'!jrl 'the pco.)le resolve i.n Kli_:->t;oun on 
'thn '>()t 1 . f'rO!l 't hC 25-c'h . 'C O 't 11P '>(1;11. June - t hC': "'I"SOlVCd 'Chic: rr.;n-
ci_:1aJ , 'this nain t endency o.r o. n on-rac:to.l Sotl'th .A"'ri C'l. . 

And :for w.c i -c is clear 1: 1y 'the pe oplc came 't O cl~at kind o .... conclll""ion -
i t is becnnc:e i 't CQin(' ,.,,...f)ffi t ll<' rrrassroo-c s lvhiC1 1 I ' ve been rn-~"errjn~ ,; o 
'the dele~ates t :::l 't 1Jat c-oni'er('nCf> w·erc no t in'tollec't uals spo1 ~C'c:M~"n - it 
1vas not a c-rott!? of !1C'O~lr> , . .-1,0 "re keen 't O subs -c i t u t e thr o."l • ..,rc1=~er , or 
rat her , t hn <'X:?J o;_t er , t' 't chcc:C' 1-:erc leaders o:f pco_:>] o fr0"1 'th<" V<.'r
ious r 1raJ kr"lalS 1 from t l (' -~"qctoriCS 1 .r,.,or1 t'1C minP"l 1 1'1110 C;JmA t l1crc 
and sn.i•l : Loo1~ , >1an 1 lvC ' .,...e tLre<'l o-r r"!C;""I"1 1 He ' ro t.;rocl o ~"' nation[!! 
or>pression - HC "\·:"ln t -co ,,o.vo ~ qoci<' -c y ,.,,, rc '"c mus 't <'n joy , flnn - ,,r(' 

are hnman beincs - 1 t ., cort,·n levC'1 o-r tmders t nnc'Hn._; o"' _!)oli 'tic<:>l 
s t rucc;l<' lvP arc com_" llr>'1 t o arrive n:t t h" c)ncl.,~;0n t,·~t, by t he 1vay, 
..... e nrc :11 1 ,, lT"'.,n bcin._;" , 'l.nd 1vo arc .... <'1J,11 in._; p~cciso l./ h(\c.,uc:~ t here 
nrc t hose '11o o""'t "'n -~"nr-,:nt t his - no, "\vho t vn become :n11'1r.Jun - and 1..re 
s:1y t 11cn t hrc:f" ::'o 1 :_c .; ('<" are inhuman - 't l~"' t' c: 11'-n· th" nAc 't 11en c~"le abou't 
in -c11o scnso t 1.., t, in z:r:· viol> - zn.,~- _:::JrO ' '<J'')ly c1' " .... , "t don ''t 1-nov, but 
in 'Y-in my P(\]1 c 11sidercd v;C' ... , t he t ..,nr'rnc_, ,.,;c-11 h[l~ ,., <'n t 'h"' 
sccon ,.,~- o:r<' 1 '<~ "" f)"''trn come ~"-~on., cl.:..!nP , not 'the rl<-'SSI"' nnl 'that 
poin 't i~ crnc ' <"~l - i t has aJ;p<"~ ~"' been 0 cJ;I}'l.C . 

It ll::t5 a11:ays been a tendency t 'h-> t; is <'X!>Ottscd , 0J .,, H':::t'tCd 1vi.-chin sem
inars, ,.1J<'t1~er by some zealouc: 'ntellcctunls or 1"'-cr·1 in an,:er in a 
part icuJ.,r c:itua't ion •••• 

11 u 't i t' "" not a vory i.nteJ.lcct u<~li:=ec1 <~:>'~Toach , been use 't 10 o t 1 ~"r ~n'11-
yc:: i P o" -it t1"~~ t c-omes :from ki.nd of' t'~"" ( •••••••• ••• ••• ) P'\f' - th~ t lr·ind 
o.r 'li"''tory th~t ' ~ ,,,..,...:ttP-n about Sot, t h '"'rica i~ th'lt 'thi<> i"' -che n a 't llral 
vi0v 1 ~nd 'then 'there 's t his ne1, 11ni~n or this ·., a rcauccitation o-~" 
DA, • '1nd a t rick Laurence HrO t f' ( ••••••••••• ) - this is t l"e natural ,.r .... ). 
Actuall .~ ;t t s a( •••••• )- you sec , ,, ... e>,., It<~.,.!_ o" (?) Lntellec't t.wlc; 
i.t is ::_, t' :_c: ccn~" - i.t .; in t he - -in t 1 'l.C - ., t' <' C'l'lSS sen~<' O~ a. 
pa.rticuln.r :L"1tc11ectuol , .) on sec - in t ' c sen e ->f n - a blnc' c'..,., ... 
11llo l1as st.1ddcn y cot a "':. nc' "'(' ls thcrci'o!."C t 1at he should ~" t' e one 
t'mt occupiC""' "' IJart i.cular poe: 't'.on ins 't ca(' o.r a ,., lite - .:t "' in - in 
tlla t sen"' c - · t t s a petty bo ,rwcois in tr> 11r>ctt.1alist tcntlcnc., , i"' I •~·ere 
to e.:..vc it a VC~" c1 ~:f:!.nitc clnSS t erm- 'tt - a ::)"t t y bour._,E":>~c: intell
ectualist tendenc-y , 'l.lld inc.:.. l<>n t a.lly , th" nass movement ic:: not co .• tposcd 
or these pett y l')ou~._."OiS intpl1~ctu.als. 
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Even sor. c of' the !.)ctt y bour~e0..: c l , S 1"0D-1-cc}!c:!.~s on<l o t her .DeO}!lCE hnvc 
more o..Lten t han. not n:::cociotc 1 tLc .. tcoelves i·;i t' l tl1c broader , but t here 
is :.~ c l n::s ccz ·,.., it ".on o~ thi~ one. 

But I ' 1,4 s nyin ._. t he ot'lCr }!oint of' v · rP t'"at i"' arcuc0 ..; "'" t' at nctLwlly 
thi"" com'"' o•l.t oi' t'1r macses - I d.0n ' t t' inl ~-c- "''lould ... >one a lot o:f 
til'"1" ,....., "t, '>U't I ' P.I say:in.:; ~ust t o nns m~~ th t , 'that t 1cy sa~- it ' s t he 
DA .. r, t 1 ri Tllack Allied Uorkcrs Union that - :;o ,-" avcracc black 1..-o:r!~cr 
lrno ... that he hat es t 10 boss and the boss is l·:hite n.nd .Lin·;c;lv"rl , rmrl 

;-tl] t n:ic: nonsense about non-rnciaJism- t''"t ' " tl c .,~~,::nmcn t yot... ' ll L'<'t 
i t'"' intc11(\ct ua.lis<>1 t > lcsc-~ · te the __ '.C: , " t '"' bc:in ._. ·.n to ch ,·i.th t'c 
~rassrontc; , '"lnd t hen "t' brou~}'t t•p :-t._."lin las't mont , t i:o mont ,,!=! -
con.:;:-lP o ~ ·trmths n::;o '1.11 1 tl•e ,rrl·l;· "~; 1 hod an a~t·i c1 c on t 11is T)la
minJ 1: t L.:.nk it iP , 1:ho startcrl ~A .. 'U- it ' "' n Jo ' bv..; , "t ' "' 11 1,D t ( • •• 
•••• ~ :n:Lon broke ..::-~'01 and they ' re back acr1in and t 1'C'J R"1) \~"'ric~nic;•1 
and i'>"llcn I eivc seminars in the Stat e~ rro:fcssors "'"~ ., t 10 : You kno ; , 
you really tmdc::.~-C'., timatc A:fricnnism - .-on ' vc not f po ;:en abou"t Ai'ricn.n
i"'"l- I c,y: Ucll , I don ' t sec i t '.n '"'ont' _\.frica toda:,r- and tley 
f'"~j-: ·To , ~·ot hnv"n 't done your' ·.,to'~J, -~"~"'·C'...nisn is very ..i..mpor't1l1't 
t.., '0nc.,~ 1n<.'i i t' s not <'iccl out an 1 t ~ "'t's ,.·1at blacl::c; Sl1!'~1ort c 'tc. - I ' m 
just ·on 1 crinc "101·: ~-on a.ns,.;cr th..,t ~ 

Jn , ,,·cl , I 't·:ould .. o *· 't'lat * 11 have ·c:ntiol,C l n. number o" thin.;!'! , l>ut 
I ;;o 1 1 soy tl <:> t a.., ...., nattr ~ o£ fnc t I t 'linl:: ther" hns Leon o very 
supc ,,...; c.:.n.l look at 'th0 - at the - a t "the - t t'1c dcvclopJ"0 n t of' n"'t
ionali.-.. ! jn °ou.th 1'..Lric , l>rcnusc a ·no::::-e .,,.,..,l_,rt:Lcal appro:lC 1 

, .P"~rtic
uln.rly on" t l at l!lOYes ..::-~~o ::1 ,,i,.to ~-i.cal _r:lf\:::'"',:trctivc , ,-ill clr~,rly Jcm
onstratc t' ..,t t he main te1Hlenry, "the main tl•emc o.r A.fric'"'n nationalism , 
or even blac1:>: nntinnr.1lism in co tth "£rica. ·1ns consistent1) '"lnd s ... )C'Ci.f
icnlly :focusrd on t 10 sta'te .f o .1pressio·1 and has souc-h"t "to mol i lise 
and util:!..se broad ""actions o.r t:l ~ .DCopJ.c to storm the ci"tadels of' opp
ression . 

I t is not correct t:o say 'that: non-rac'1lism has dilu"tcd t:his hrovd n'"l.'t
ionn.l n.:pr>ron.cl... - .;_'t 1as been pnrt o,... ; t - 'tl1.c .t'eC has been ;.n :fc>c't 't1 c 
"typical Pon-A.f"rirnnis"t move 1rn"t in 1;hc bron.cl mcaninc o:f th0 -cC'-r.. -md , 
you sec , some ~c-2lc ..Loree"t 't~is - bccauc;c "there is o. nco-P1n-• "ric..,n
i.,,_ - yo•t sec 1 so·nc o""' "thC~P terms il~" '1~'t - a nco-Pan-A:r~· c..,n · s"t "tcnd
cnr; , uhic'1 is e:;nctl . · ~·:hn.,_ 't'lC arc l;:l],_-:n::::; about , 'tl c one- ,_1 '"~"t ' c; narro'· 
!"'n 1 r"; t rcme -you sc-r , )on-~f'..-ir.,niF" , , .. , .:c- 1" 1·ould be ano"t111"T" "thin~ 

1;h-,t 1··ou1 -1 be very in"t erC'"' 't in..: .f"o.,., - ~"or - f'or your book , I rrr•1n bc 
calsc i1; is "thes(\ idcolo~ic'"l.l 't ends. 

You~""' i~ , .. " Joo1 :: even rl 't "the ,,i.,tor~- o" Jn._n-A:friC'"1niem- ivhcn you 
lool.::: [) '{; c 0"10 o.r .; ts e,;rerlt ] C':'1der~ ' liko ~J . 2 . n. du 11 0; r - 11 o - one can 
hard:ty (?) hove 'the mornl 001 ~n"c "t o "''t'"lnd up nnd sn:~ ·~.;hey i·reJ~e raci""J.l
is "t s , dr~:>i "t e -chc .rac"t "thn 't "they 'C'Y'C' co·1in3 :from a rcnl rncis -c se't- 'lP 
in 'tl c TTn; "ted 'l "t n "tcs - o·"' cou'Y'se 1;l-t0rn 1·crc 0 1;hcrs v11o 11ad , nnrro1v 
nn.·~~o~ch , hp,_ I rna~· j•1c; 1; rlra.iv your a 't"t en "t ion "to 1;110 .1"""<',_ "th'J. t c:ome 
c;c1,o], ,.,., ,....,...c }!rescn,_J_;- "'criously dcba"tin.s c-on o" 't' 1··or1•c; o "' !)eople 
li.kc ::arc""' C"n.rvc~· - I mny ne~.:::c _rou a;.;n.rc, "or ins "t ::mce, 't,,, ,_ t;here ' s 
a boo~· tl ., ,_ leas 1cen T"<'C:~"n l;l.y _ .. "l11lishcd on (?) .,~cu.s Go.r-v<'y - ;-ou CDl"l 
jus't con "t ::tC't Frnncj_f' ( •••••• . • ) ')ecause h(\ ' c; doiT10 a - n. revue .('or S C'

chaba - vhich ::l <> "tl'ro't-'inc :"1 nC'iv lie-1 ,_ ev<"'n o'l ,_,lf.ll; - an}"t·:ay "the ..,)o:i.n,_ 
is no v 1;0 Cliv~"r,_ no-r;• 't 0 t ,-,11· "bou,_ "tho.,e '\SPCC"ts, bu"t Pha"t I ":~""n ,_ 't O 
poin "t 0111; i.s 1;l1n 't 1;" c ~ ·r _·"lr"ti ci pn"tcc in 't,..," broad Pan - \ ".,-.icnn move
mcn 't - "nnc1cla ndcrcsc;erl ( •••• • • . ••• ) in J.96" •vh~n l'C J.c.(""t "the coun,_r;
bc:fore hr C<"~JnC bo.c1

- t: o bo 1rrc"' "t rd •••• 

IIc nddr"s!'"cd? 
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Pan-Ai'ricnn ,-ha-r; ~-:'la't Fha-r; -,;..rha-r; 1v-ha-r; - it "l"as called somet:l'in like 
-r;ha-r; - · -r; Has so•nr-> conf'crcncf' 'th::t"t uas - ') 1't -r;'1e Pon-Ai'ric~n, ...... you. lrno1 , 
in con'ti.nen-r;nl t;:·po o.r -r;'1in,:-, .; o sec - and 1!andcJ a. con hn."'c11y be de
~-in0c' ,., a rnc-i1lis -r; n.nrl ~o on nnd so · o::.~'t 1 - "'O I 1.vas ·'nt:roducin .n- t: o 
Inu n -r; r-rn 'tl a 't i'"" uc 't 1''1 lly u~0d by some sc',olnrc no" v·'t;h rec,..,.,...d ..... t: o 
t hr- t;r-nl cncy o:f' 't1 e::.c .... x~o.?lc who c::t.J.l t:hcmar>lvoz Pnn-_•f'-r·'cnn - i 't' s 
~~ lJnd t he neo-nnn-Africanis't. 

1vhich :>copJ.c is -r; a 't - t:hi.s :r>erson I mentioned n.,., t;1 j_c: AZAVTP •••• 

Ja , o.ll T mcn.n 'thC' ~,...rr··.- , t he -'the - -r; hc - -r; llc 
t:his - 't 1i"' ron ly narr · , you 1:Cn o,..- . 

in AZ.APO - I mc<:m 

Dut you don 't "'<'" - I ju .. -r; "t·r'1n-r; 't o c;e t: ( ••••••••••••• ) '>ccause I ' m D ""-~~ i 
YO'l. ''ln ' 't have 1; 0 S 't O:J! r~nrl T j l"''t - onn ln"''t ... .,., , - yoL.. ' rc <:nyinc you 
don 't; sec Pun- 1\·".,.-. ' canism ns "'OtnP ' n11cr0nt: a"'_"''"'<' 't f' .African people in 
Sont !' Africa , t;' ..,t 't 1cre is some s'trc--'- o" 1 "Vl - A ·"'ricani.sm -r;'1at: 1·.rill 
rear ·i 't s •••• 

Tl e IJroblcm ·"' in in our 1-rnrl"r~ 't ndin~ n" -r; lle -r; cr:n Pun-.~,..,.,.,· cn.nic:m -
I D'"1 "ayinc 't ,, ... t "~11-: "',.-.icnnis 1 - ond I ' m .._.ivinc) Ol' a real con~idercd 
scho l o ... ~l;· ~ .... n~o'"'c' 't c 't becnuse I ' ve read abou't j't - P::t.n- A:frice-·ITii.!"m 
s-r;riet:ly spc~,·in.; - and W'" mus t: .forcr- t [l 1)0U't PAC rallin~ i 'ts c 1 r 'tl e 
Pan-A:frican · S't Cone-ross and 'therefore "l.!"socin'tinc- Pnn- A:fricanif' ' ·i t;l 
'tha't - Pnn-J ~~·ennism mnons no t hina el e ' 't 'the mov" - 'the .\:fric"Ul 
mover1cn't - 'the A:fricm1 . ovemen't for t he 1.:.• ·rat ion o::' .;\ i'ricn nnd t 1 c 
spf'et.>uardinc 0::: t he interests o.f 'the r>co . lc o:C ..:\f'ricn ntn.ins t opf>rcs s
io~ , cxr>loitnt~on. 

I 1 ul just ...,,...,.i11.., 3·ou :i.n t '1e blnck mass of' .:_>f'o .. >le in '"'out '1 Al'ricn. , do you 
sec n. - do .~ 0e t '' ' n\: t'lat t llerc is somet'1 '·1.; behind or L'!.Tlclcrnen.th o.r 
A:fricn...~is 1" ~ ....... t thi.n: .. in....; ev(>n ltcyond Coloureds n,.. 1 ::n 'inns nne, cert
ainly beyond 1·l'.i'tes t'1at there .:.~ A:rr: f'"~ ~or t'lC .\.:'~ · c·u1s that '- 'nrl o:f 
lurk" t'1crc that ,..houJ.d O"' noted or do .:'1~".. - is .:.t '"' notLl.r::t.l tendency 
ii' t;lCrc i"' snch a thin .... - do you th:L1'· t 1 la't m~~C"" 'ln .~· sense - •lo ynu. 
tl'inl-:. t'1at' s rubbish - u'1cn :pco:r>l.c - , .. • ·t do 3rr:;: f'"'l:,r u' r>n somcbo 1 .f c:.., _ .... 
to you: 1.'hy don 't you discuss 1-t-r-·cnn; ... l- s:.r"'r- , tJnrr- arc t llC!"C' ot!0 ... 
1ot.:.vutions to do •·it'l C~"'"'<: etc ., bLt t'hr-r" a~·" .. '"'0_.1,.., 1·:-ho orguo t' .'1t 
~-"~i.ranis!ll ic: a motivnt:i.on , i t' "<' 1 ::ir'd o"" -~c but: 't1Py , .,...0. !)u'tt int.> it: 
no t even trn:nsccndinu to 'n c1·,de A.fricmu: - to incl udc Co aurcd nnd 
Tnc1 ; ..,ns. 

'Tell , yoLt scr- , :: ·:ot;ld rc .. l;,r to t 1 at S.-1.<'"'t·' rm -in t l . .., ··a~· - I ,.;oulCI c-~ .~ 
th~ 't, " ' ret o-r .-,11 , t 1 P Sn11 t 11 :-r:..·icnn ,....;ta--.t · o,., has ;t, o,,, d~s t: inc t: 

oc:pcct"' in L :>OL-inu "l 't; thC' rrobl.P.~S of nnt.:..onnl:sm- as wo said in 'the 
b,..,cinn-:nc of' on::.1 int:c"ViC'u, t hn. t in t"10 So ·t,l African situation nnt
ion--.l.:.sn- ~n 1 ,... , V" not !"1J ·nc t llc:!:'c ' s b~r:-n- t 110re ' s no nntionnlism 
in South A "':r; c c~ t'1n.t there has been no nat:ionalic-r1 - ncith~r am I 
sayinc; thr~t t 1 e L'TC c ocs not exr>ousc suc'1 n,-,t.;nnnli ., , 'Uld this is "lvhcre 
I said in J o,m v:i.e1v I k:::low you ' ll be - :,~o~.-:. t J1. be ~·)1" to do i t - "~•e 
must be ablr- to cl0nrJ.y make ::t dii'ferC'n 't.:.ntion b~ t;;·~0n n. !)roc;ressive 
broad nationalism an<.l a nn.:!:'ro,.; nati on.-.1 i c.l . 

Tn ot, 0"=' HOr<'"' , .:.t ·onld 1)" dn.ncerous .Cor us t o C::'~"'l t" , dichot omy and 
't O c--.:, t:'10re ; ~ r-it: .. er n"''tionalism or nco-rut: · ,.,n,.,] ' .., 1, 'JeCn.LlSe once ;'Ol".. 
c:rP"' t that dicl'otony , t' en JOtl. arc ._.~"'in~ 'to "~11 in'to 'tho r>roblem::: of' 
Hhnt I \iOLl.ld. cull "'0110 liberal pit.fallC' , _"'1U rcc - .lnn Pat:on con PDSily 
say 'tha't k·;n,l n£ t 1 1in...,, or Jorclnn .. Tcu· n"' , rhocvcr 1:ere w ,, r-rs o-r the 
Libcrnl Pn~ t.~· , <'>T1, it ,.,.,u1 1 be un.n"'erouc h('r,nus~ I tl1..:.n1• • 't C'1nno 't s 't nncl 
t he t est o"- o" :::cicnti"ic n.nalysis I mnan politically~ ... , n ~n...;. 
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So t here s n ation n.l:L~r1 but nationalism t:::.o t ? : , ns '""ot t"ivO tendon cie"'
I t hink t hat s · wuld 'Je our a preach - nou t. n t 1,c question m:..1s t there -
for<' J. ' ced in <;' :is "il;'! J - ic: "t natural in .:.>out h . rica that blacks 
c:hnnJ <' ·"1 t~ctively ..... r· · t,_t" t ) ·m.rcls norro"i- natio a1 · sm, a n d !: s ay 
n) , t l...._t is not t hr> ·t f'n<1 €.1L.f - 1 L."t; if : ·'">" ..,s·~ i"' .; t , ... tnral for t,,., 
L 1 ~"1::::: t ,., crav.:..t"'t~" t "'lor<.ls nationalir ... , I ' cl sa~ J ·p , '>ocaus• t' ~I arc 
national 1 J >!)_:::>ress r,, ~cl t hen i n t 1 '"'t -..,y you nrC' ~")IJ.t"t; :ine; i t in o 
real bal ..,n ~d Fa~· ~n l canno1; - it~- ·i.1;- i1; becomes ua t ortj e;1 t . 

I 1;hin1c 1;hc as t that T ' cl like "t;O "Gall:: abou"t; has •••••••••• • ••• ••••• 

• • . • t o '1avc an:• qucs"tionf: - 1;bc one q·1es t ion I co1 11 '"'ay is - bnt 
.r>len.sc f'<'o l -f'rcc t o - is thic: P 1 olc is::::uc of' non-r.-.<"' ' '1l '.sm - doef" i"t; 
rcla"t; c "t O ( • •••• • • ••••• ) <.lv.eca it rc l a t n "t; o t' c Comi.Im · ... t Par1;y t s ap~")
roacl ? 

,T.., , no"i~ I t"1.i.n'~ i "t; c oes r<' a "t; <' "t;O "t J r<n ll!ll.U1 ' ::; t ..,rtJ"' .... a!">pro'"!ch i n t .... 
n r- "tbo"t; accordinG t o "t' Je S "t, A""ri<"' 'Ul Cor.un1m 'c"t -..., r "ty ' s OY'n _:1olicy , 

i "t; · s ""t ru~~line; for t 1,c e nd 0-f' '"~ .l:'Ur"t; 1 c:i.d ~ 1, "t' c ""' t '"' 1 l is 1mcn1; of a 
n on - r..,cial "'0<'' r- "t_ ' ..,,..,., • on 1;"!. .::'rccdorr s·,.., •"t;f' ... , 1 "t "t;hc-n "tho ro n11•mic:: "t; 
Po ~"t:· becomes cli.,"t;inc-t, or maybe even c1 -i ,..,..,,.. ·ent 1'ro'""' 1;he PJ.T(' in tl-,o 
sen... t l1at accordin._. t o i t"' O""l\'11 p :roc;rn.nl'IC' 1 "t t1 0n <'r>n8idcr~ t h8 "t co l"t1 l 

Af'ricn based on t'1e Freedom Char"t c-r onl~- '1r' a S"t; agr:- "t o va:rcls t l'E' ri.nal 
os t abJ.i::;hmcn "t; of' ., socialis t socie"t;y , 1vhic'1 also 1...-ould ba o n on-r8 cinl 
societ y , by t;]-.p uo.y , 

Tn me ·t he Conlmt'n .; "t Por"ty ha"" madE' <J "t; rcrwndou"' con t r"L" tl"t ' 011 i n t he 
do>elopmcn "t; o·~ "th. . s non - rocio l <Jppr0<><'1

, bocous" rst 0 " '"' ll o~ i. 1; ~ 
O"i:n human is1; "t;r~di"t; ions l..i.n1ced np ,-;1;1~ 1;'1c in "tcrna"t' n,l ""l-:or~in5' cl"~S 

mov0mcn1;, and also be co use t "rj l in"' n " t l f'n nmwn ' "" "{; Part y in Sou1;1l 
A rico "\vera "fro l 0. crol !"> 0,.., T • tP il'l ~; ~T'Q.."Yl "t S ~"'rom r04lO , ..... 10 came "{; O 

Son"t h A "rica nnd cho lcnced t 1.e s ts"t e.n 0f cl"' S5: c:;ploit o "t ion t lwre , "t l e 
ca~italis 1; sys "t; cm . 

or course la"tcr on - I \Y()'ll li 1 P t; ") Cl'.:>' ,-,c:ise thi"'- "t; 'H~ OVCr"ivhelmine 
mn.jori."ty of "t; l~c r.w·nbers o'"' t he So1 t "b A~"'ri<"'T1 Comr.mn:i'"t ):).rt y - o" "t;hP 
Comnllmis"t; Port~· o:f Son.t' .\~rico '''e •p 1.,J.ac1>:s a n d Af'ric<U1" in • '"!r"t i cnl:'lr , 
but 0van '"'~o, t' osc dnys , from 19'>1 , t 1 r- Co··1munis "t Par1;y had 1; "bi~ ... r-r
S!)CCt i.vc o " -, non-rn.c·i a l and den' c,....,"t; c So•1t h "ri en , '" 1ic' i"' contain
ed in i t s ?rocr:->..,, • ..,., as "I ' vE> soir1 , '"'c: a ste>p t oHorus th0 l, ' lctin[; of' o 
soc:iali'""t Sout h ,\"..., : ca , and t hic: is how· I LmdE'r::>tonc i t . 

There has of' course olso been t he con t r""'' t· n.,., ".;nr1 i·Piruols - l\·hite 
co , n. s t s , li1 ·c Davie Ivan Jones , like ..... i 1 1 ~n 1re reo , commrm.: etc: like 
J,c-, Simons , 1ic 1ael T ar:nel , Joe Slovo, ,...,rn 1 Fisch•,.. - "i"hat ( t 'lat ) is 
t' e ""ecord - I t'lin1 t 1ey can be cle nr :~ c ·ted as an e;:-.3n1pJ" ,.., .ro t '12 t 
out c: t ondinc olt ho·1....., uni<1uc c-roup 1vho con t .. ib t ed :fcarlesc:ly, ,....,()"' t .f" 

"them Lm t il t ho enc1 r" t cir l..i.ves in t e c:tr lCt:1 e for t; 1c cre,., t' 0n o '"' 
t 1i~ non-r~ciul c:o~-ir ty . 

I t is in t 1 -: c: sense t a t t :1e Sout h African Conmumis t p .... r t y i"" <'~...,t <"~n r' 

pr-rcel o t1 ~"' r'l olocr .... t ic ront he:=tded y t he A'·TC and reflcct c: (? ) .;t"" 
support t 0 t' c Frccco C1art er . 
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.Ac t unl l y I ·pould even c;o furtllcr · C" you 't-C"r" t o ask , bC'couse i t F...,.,. 
oc t ua 1 y p "thir> t he>Re circles rna.' even r·orn th~n 11it 1 •i~ t'1e> ~r i t-
self' t f!at t" o debat e on t ho national qtH'sti0n t oo1,. . lace - 1nen t he 
A C f.i.nall ~~ 1.rrivcd a t "t s o'\m cpproach t o t l1 nat ional (!uest:.i..on t he 
Conununist · '"'ty had ~one t hroue;h various _ ,.....,....· ')ds in "ts O'\m his t ory 
of t ryi11 e: t o resol vc t' is nntional que~ t l.n.,., ~ L>eca'l~e , a T ' ""e said , 
i t s f'oundin f:.r-a t' C'rs , inciden t ally , wppen 1 to be ,.,h·"tc · ·ti~ants , 

a.11<1 rhen t lf'y loo "'f'
1 lt t 10 Sout h AfricD.l1 r>roblem t hey · n..:.t · a ]lJr t houe;ht 

t ha't 'the •·hi'te uo:.r1 .;n_; class had. a ... >o 't cn t ial o'f brin c;ine: abon't c 1 <1nee 
and t hen liberatin.:, t' te lack peo:!_1le in a socialist South Arr· cq .. 

'I' <>SC .. f're lJOnos t belief's , but t 1 e reall. t y o:f Sout h A:frica , t he .,_....,.Ci"'1 1 
realit), t'1e colon ial aspect 0 " ~outh A:fricn , wns demons t :::-ated i n 1 92'2 
;.;hen 1 .:..tr> 1•orkers vho ,.,ere t ! OL0 ht t o 1>c 1 avine n rcvo lnt iona~~:~ ... o t
cn t l.nl t o 11'" ·· t" cnut~ AJ:r.i.c- and 1~· nrat c tl~ hlack~ , act ua ll> wen t 
on s t rike !"T~'>C'.;_ f' l,.~ ·,ecausc t 1 "} 'vc ... c o,,,posin._. t he> p~·o.to t ·ion o" 1 l1.c1.:s 
in t 1 ~ inl" , n 1 t l · s even t C' }<>tnllic:cd t' c vicu 1 ell ') t he - b:r t~f\ 
masf' ( ?) :.-~ ~ . "'t ~cction or t 1e libern.tion ~ovemcnt · n .... "> .1.t'1 AErie.., , 
ivbiC'' ' "d not b"' ..... :i.n t'v"n- and I 1rant t o cmplw"' · c:c it d " l no t bec;j n 
t l ere , but it ..,,.......,t o.r cr.,rc: t a lliscd and de onstrated th~t ,...no t her rout e 
ha, t o bo SOll,_;' t 1 ,,.,,· t rouuh debat e"' U .; t'1 ot' e:::- y>C0!:1 "' 1 "n c l udin._, 
outside Sout h ;'· (' , t l (' _r>arty to o'::: n • orition trat t J. ~obJ .. eMS in 
Sout '1 Afr "ca ca..., OTl ,J >e rcsolv 1 ._. tlc b nc1:::s , . nrt " cuJa~1J t 1 " blacl' 
'\:Tor.:cr"' arc t le one i'lho arc or,.)n: d n"' t lc oti..vc .force "r 1~ 1 ~"'ration , 

and. ',it o rcYoJ .. utionaries and dC'l oc '2 't s 1·c~e to p1 c c;e unq ... al.:.f'i"'d eupp
ort and sol:i.d8rl.ty 1-;i t h 't'le s t ru ..... ~lo o·~ t' 'c b 2r.'c people . 

T 1 ~o- t 1cre is an t"- commun· sm or ~c~~ or iJnorancc about co 1 ... nism 
::~ ... on~ poo:rle t brou .. )•out t he world - t he·::- ' -~ • bl::~cks in Sout' "~ric"' 1··ho 
have t' l" same rc..,c t.;_on - I just wonder '-' :1 t you. t hl.nl· t l r "'"":=one f'n.,: 
t l1<1 t _·e , [lnr'l rlic1 ... ·oL J ) ~:::-self' - '~ere yo•.1 ::~b:ays open t P i t <"~!'! D ;oin t 
o.f P or r1 . ' "'~n , ., rn t o come t hrou._;h a ]..- .:.n<l of proCCS"' r:l"' wn ll? 

\Tell , .t'.;_ ........ t n " ,.,,1 T t ll boc; "n h~- t "':"in.., t o ons'\rer .. ,.7 I t hink t here is 
t' i f>-" .; ' i('P - -"' "• c:: t O:f al l , _)P'1 .., l ' 1 aVO CO t prr- _; 'iCC abO 't PVery
't 'n ~ t'"~ t t'r>_, r1 o no t !;no,., 1~,-n . r>plc 'foardar_.T' "S - even j.t' in a 
dar'. room 't 1r r-:- HlY "Ct tally be some tbin~ t1 :l t m::~y be benefic.:.al , but 
people have L>ot thi:= t "ndency t o :fear 'h''hat the~ · do no t kno - nor l\·i 't 1 
......... rd t o r.ommun;.,.., , 't · ~the rcg "me , t 1

"f' 'lpart ho:id recim" t "~-,...t has 
u'- r>n its o;;n ('lp~··n :.t' on or conunun "sm- i t ·.s t here in t he: J).~;>:::-essi..on 

o,.. Jommunism ll.C' t, one o~ t he rros t dis t ort an de:fini t ions o,.. communi~ -a , 
a t least f'rom t 1· (' ... Join t 0 r vi T o-"' t he nndnrs t anc inc; of t hos c 'ho ,!">VI" 
read '"hat coMmt nism is about - t l <:~.t' s one . 

And tl n ACC'"lnr1ly , t'1crc has been a bombnrunent or ..... :opaaanda '.)y t : e 
ap~ ...... t 1 " c" rr ..... · .,.,, 1 '.ell 11as confusPd issues t o a . o "nt •here no - on P "lC't -
ua1 l) 1 "no1·s 1 t i"' commtu1i"' ~m el ,\·ha t is no t cor ... a .... n 'c 1 in t he con t f'Y t 
o.r t ' liber-- t · on ~ t ru_s-....,1~ 'n Sout h .Africa, lY•causL. .. have seen 1 ,..,; f'"' 't 
beint; det., · n .... -• , '>cin_s- ')an::..c:leJ ·n t he name 0~ conuntnis .. !- we have cpen 
:people ,,.: ,., ' "'"' not oven <l'lnli:fied t o be me 1bors or t he Communist Part; 
be ln._, :!~..." ~c .. l'ted :for ' ein ._, comr.tunis t ~ . 

N ou t 1is ·p 10lc pro cos s has creat ed t he kind -r ~ tt i t u<le vhere ;'l t on" 
level copJ"' 1'""COmf' cu:::-ious a'Yld thn~r ~·'"lnt to !...n ,. ' a t .;5 commPn:~,., , 
an 1 ~neon ' 1 J, _>co_!)lc 1::xnt 'tO identi·"J i t h it ,.,,...C'_'1f3C t 10~ .. see ""V~ "";-
b , "' rho h[l"' 1 " ·n r.ondc •1ed , ,.,ho t s 1 "C' 1 ban is , ' o iC'l h~ · ..,t; r~..;!'J .cried 
ar- n O!Jponrn t ~.(' t l e rcc;ime beinc; dcc::cribcd aJ1, ' :fined 1 ) t l E" -~C' ;_, i 1e 
., a conu L'n · e t - vrn , .. 1 n 'thes people clo no't understanrl -:>r 1 now ,,.,.1,1 't 
c0 mtmisn .; s '"'bon't - an~l 't '.,i s is - Ghis is .,...,, J 1 y ho'" I '"oul d - I cF~n ' t 

.,...cncmber cxac'tly J,o,·• yo~ J,"ll posed your qno" 't' on . 
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I ,~-'"'11 1; "tO knO'\; about your(> (>"ir>nc,.., ... ··i,;1 ;,; -did you hove "tO eo 
"throuch any of' ,;1 ::t"t .rot1 C'1 e .J"t o "• ••• 

You sec , I lv":: !Klr"t of' ,;his proccc:s in ,; '~e SC'"'"' t; lf'"t , _ro•1 see , I ' m 
juc::t one of' -cJ" ~i.J.lions of' Sot ,;h Afric~n~, 11~" · ,.,.._. 1 ,._,.,. a yotme I mean 
)J.ac cot ,;11 A+',...i_r- n in - in ,;1 '1 t - in t 1a,; enviro11me11 ,; o.r - of' oppresc:-
ion - I - I never icnc1: Pha ~ was ~"Jmmunism, bu"t I can ,; e J. you I 1vas 16 
years old 1vhen I 1vac:: f'Lrc:: ,; dc,;nin ed by ,;lw sccuri,;y ... 'o1 icc , and I vms 
already bcin..,. "'r.cused o"' l.,<-..;n~ a communj '"'"t , ..,"'1 1 -ch-,-c na-curally in -
-crieccre .., ;n"t crrH" "t ;n ,.. , '111 in,;crcs-c "t0 "';n l c l"t , firs ,; of' all , 
lvh3 "t a conlPit.ml.c:: ,; P.,"' , 'lncl .,. C'011<1l_r , l\aJ1 "t ·n,... "t , '::n01v Fb~ ,; c •mmuni!"r 
hod for us - ,.,, -, ,; ,.-~ ... "there :i..n ,;,_,is co,,,..., n tsm - i"t is ,; ~;.::-~erect by ,;he 
rec;imc :L,;c: elf'- I ' d never me,; n sinc-lf' (?) cl;:ccic e.xan .. le of' N~rY , 
Enc;cJ s or I en in - "t, lC reeimc said I 'ms , comnunj f'"t a"t ~ -c i 11e ,.,l,en T 

only rebr>l] cd morall~' - I ctid no"t evr>n belon3 "t an o "'e:misa-c ion a "t 
"tllo"t s -c ae;c . 

T O'P yo ' ""C ::tS'(in:::- .10'\v I - I recnrded myc::c 1 ::- or how· I - I ap_!)roached 
"this q .. 1cs -c icn .,yc:cl:f - I ..,,,., ,; ... ,..."tll"llly be clear .,n l very s"traie;,nf'or-
1vard an sa.· ,;''<..,"t , you c::" , ·.n J nm case I don ' ,; 'molv '~·hn. ,; label you 
arc c;oine "t o ·v" ,;o i ,; •,., c rn ',.. ~ivcn "to i ,; - I ' ve abvays beliE>"'"<'...'! , 
.from t;he v "';" c .rl:r s"taues o.f my invo:I.vcmcn ,;, ,; l<l"t Sou"th A:frica , Jo :fri ca 
and ,; 1" 1vo lrl '"" 110uld be h.., c:('ct on , Jrinci,!) e >vh"'re "the - "there 1 c: no 
group of rich ,!)eor>le e:·i c,;in,:::- in ,;he mids"t oi' ~eopln '\vho are - Pho "'rc 
flOOr - · n o"t 1 c,~ words , T t vn al1vayc b"'licved in , classless soc;e ,;y , 
w·h..:cr .... o.,ncl i -cc:; basic on a.• O'\m appreci..., ,; ion o:r "the p. c: ,; Af'ricnn c::')c
i"' "tY i-cself' , ~"1~o.,., P, ;chI com0 , l:>0c.:1use ·n "t :le ..\"rica.n socic ,;y in ,;l e 
P'l"'"t , des}?i"t0 "t110 f"...,c,; "tha-c ::t"t c<-rtain s -e n.::;""' "there 1mre cl,c::s di .... :fer
e11"tio,;ions , "t 11e~e Fns lvha ,; "'me p<-opl• 1wvc rr>-"'errcd t o as f>f',...;c'ln 
communnli.,. 1- I ' m not "'ue~C'"'"tin._. "tha "t f".,., "thC' :fll"ture -you •. 1l!" "t no"te 
thn,; - T t ~l no,; succe"'"tin:::- "t ' '1"t f'or "the .r ,; n~e , 1 1U"t lvlla."t I ' m s.,yin..; ic: 
-chat 4 )(>, sonall~· I - I - I - T ' lieve · n .... rl.,!""'less society - I bcl
iev0 n a socie"ty lvhcre reopJ.e have n - a common shor :i.n "the social 
mean -c ' at are - "t la."t is producinG' ueaJ ,; 1 in n coun-cry. 

J" ' m ~,, ... "t a b.;"t 1:o:r~ rl .:1bou-c "tPa"t bee· ~c "t:lU."t ' s 1··la,; 1ltt"thelezi says
A1'ricnn commun · -c:· •••• 

·o , n , ,,.. '"'Ct ,...,lly I ' m ~us"t "t:r'} 'n ..; "to "tro.rn :·- my cl "" lo!.Jm n"t in 
"the :==rncn { • ••••••••• )-maybe I ' " saic:, S0'1"" "t1 ·.nc; "that ic:- "tl-at is 
out - I ~ "' neve,... - mc:1 ers "t l - pl0 .,.,., et ...,(> , .. epeat ::..-c LID - in - in 
in - on record - I 1 n no"t nn &., "r:i can c ~ "''tnalist - I r10n ' "t - I lon ' t -
I don ' "t believl"\ in .:-c - I '\va::: j..ts"t ,; ) · n_s ,; o poin"t Otl "t ,; 1a"t in 'IY 0'\''Tl 
vieu l >vas aCC0...,"'1"tN~ "to becin i "t lt by tl'r ~"lS"t \.Lric11.., <>ocic"tJ , lJL "t T 

I ' ve dcvclored ,; o un'1 '"'""S "t an 1 "th" l i i"t~"ti0ns of' my o1vn P" ..... cep-c ion o-f' 
"thlt African socie-c; , nc' r ,;lin1 "t l'l."t ncc·s -c o be ad d , 'l11d J ' ve 
"~"'P"lChcd a point,; 1 ., .1 "\:here I "~C "t • 2lly 1~C'l'nve in a clo<>"'less ~ociP"ty , 
bu"t :i.n o more := c · en "ti r' c undo ""' "t"lndjnc; o-f' "t"l" "t erm. 

S peakint; of' "terms, do you use> ,;he ,; erm racial capi -c al.i ? 

I don ' ,; use the term racial capi-calimn because I -chink it is a 'ery 
misdirect ed term in unders t andine the Sout'1 \.frican qucs-cion ' c:d.:i.r
ccted in the ::'ollo,vin ..... .sense , tha"t one , if' t he :Droblem is seen as .. cac
ial ca,r>i.to..li"'·~ , t'lC' im!Jlications are thnt one mieh-c e'"' t' nr be dr:.."' in~ 
or c:: -c rivl.n " ,J,.~ no 1-rncial canitol:i.sm or ~'lcial so,.._;_ lic:m - a "t "11-
othcr level t' e tor:t is also a bit unf'ortr:.n'1 t " because · "t docs no"t !>dd
ress itself to the coJon:i.n.J as! ct o"" "t,r. ~o....,t'l Lfr:i.co..n ques t ion , ''licl 
js- is basic , "~:!bic,l i ... l'Lm<..lam(n t ..... l- ;t Fort o.f creut~"'S- i"t sor-e of' 
sees South A.frica as exis"tinc; ..r )1 no • .'c .... ·e . 
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Per ~-n South AI: ~ica t l ere is r<'C' ~ 1 - ~.-,,e-re ices t 1 is racism eomn .from
t he ' ' capit al· sm - , .• ere did t ' · C' a!).:. t alis come :fro1.1 - in o t her 
w·orL1 s , 't t 'll~cs ... outh A.:'rica OL t or t 11C con t c;' t o" '-"r ' ca nne placef' 't 
in Eu:!:'o ... , u1d t'•on 1 0re is a r· r; 1_ :!:'o' 1" in t' · c~ i t a lis t Sout l 
Africa - :do 1 ..:;-nt ri l of' i t - _;_tt s - ;t ' s to..,. ,.;.vo;,.,..--1 .from lis 
torical reality- 't hDc:: honn 0 t y:'.;"'"~ , "X_.res<-i_nn "'5ed '.; l._TI i ntel1-
CCt ~al·i.s t ._.roup t l...a.t a~c (?) ... )robnll .~ ·incnrol./ t~ .{·n._. t u n,!l ... Jle Fit l 
t he Sout h .... :frican n:!:'obl r - , 'lVe h4 ~-·nv .r not del r , cen enourrh t o sec 
t ha t ·n Sout1 . .:'ri~a thcr0 i e t he subs tone"' "or tl E' c:tr~ rle for n"t-u.., u. 

ionnl l.:.bcrnt ' on . 

1'1 '"~t 'or:-.._. YJO t moun that t l1in._.s 1-rJ.ll end thor" - tl e ~tru,_,._,1 ,... ,d 11 - ui 11 
contirn- , 11L1t t hnt "o"'"' nl")t hecomc d" t "'r .L..,r, hJ· tho pens '"' t l ~oret-
ic:i o.ns - L t ' s de t er in •<l h) t he - t he pco!)lf' 'n rolve<l in tllf' ~ trP._;::;lc 
i t sel.r . 

Have you ever feared , or uould you :fca:::.~ th<'t t hrou._,h t ho SACP ' s inf'l v
encc on the ~··n t here w·oulcl J- an ovcr- accc tLwtion o:f class ovpr r'1.ce , 
t hat t Je 'r :in-<'l·,cncf" i.::;ht '"~CCf'n t 'l.ate closs in an C'"'"'..,.::"ratc4 1 ''"' .. , o .... 
do you t hinl-... t' at :: t' c: a '1E. 1 t1 J "oc • o class - do .. n 1 oc t 11) c: ee 
cJ.as s o.s a ._. rcat er !' ..... c t or t han .... c~? 

Act uall.y i t ic: out~ · 'o o:f t he S.".C_j ",., -.11.ionco ulw:r:o there is n OYer
cmph..,s ·s o:f class over race -the -... r ~ · rT1cc o.:' t he alliance o-f' t ,e .\~:c 
and tl c Sout '1 ... \.fr:Lcan (',...~mmist art y l ... as been an unr~mbi[';l' ,e e ... _:1· as..:..s 
on t 1c rae·' 1 quectio.., , on t hen,t' on,-,1 lj_bera.ti"YJ , on 0 Cttin._; .,...i1 o.f 
a r~c- · s t f'4 c- l t y - I ~-·oul i. even .:; "..__•t cr --.n 1 ~..,) , l•y th~ l>'il) , I t not 
V r) 11appy :::tLOl't t 1

""' 1 ) you poe cl t e que~ t :.on 1 t 1 0 r 1 L,C'S t ion or t ' c 
... "' C ' "' in.fJuenc0 (T "~ .. )-) - I unders t and •••• 

I t' s just t " 'lt ( •• • • • ••••••••••• ) 

Ja - uhat has been v ... J >bvious to me , ,,~ t he , ... ) , t he exten t to 
1-1hieh the A:: C '10 s : n.:'l · 1 ced t .l c Com un ·,... t ~ty ; r t 10 acceptance 
of' a proc:::-ammc o::' national liberation- so t'~"'re is n l~althy political 
climate in t e relation"' 1' !l of' t 1e A"TC ,..,n~ t'lC SACP - t'10y ave o common 
u__ndcrs t and.i.n .... tl at tl C' ~onl ·ue ' re striv;n u ':or is atior.al liberation , 
is thr bu·i.ldin'"' of' a democ:::-atic society ')YJ t'1e bas is of' t he Freedom 
CJ - tf' · , t' e - tho SACP ··a~ accepted th,... Freedom C1 lartor , even tho .l._;l 
a~ ito inir1um procra;nr'" , "'>ut never"thelcss i t 11as accC'.[>tC'c.1 ; t, and t 
is in tlu ... t senc:c t hat ~ .. ...,_, there has been a mutua · "~" ~"1. c·nee . 

Th~ SACP o-f' conrsc docs not seem to mal ..., a di.,tinction - no , let me 
not rynt i't t Lat 1vn;·- ·' t t c- n very senc:it-ivc question o.nd I must artS't"'.,... 
it VC' ... .. , very correct l: - the SACP r0 r,,., C::' to ere at c a dichotoPy bo "t;-
1vecn r1'1""" and r...,cc ~f' i-<' there is a.:' in~c:0 Fn.J.l sepnrntin • ~.he t 1vo -
its _erce!)tion is that there c.xis ~;:= in Son1;h Af'ric..., --. c-los:= ~truc-c1n 

and n str ·cclc acnins t race - :raci"',., , -u1r1 in t he ··n t r-r-re ln cion~hin o.r 
the t11i'O it ho.s evolved ccrt.,in s 1; rn t f"'~i c n."'~·..:-oac JC'"' ·' ieh nrc t he lib
erat ion o,.. t l1e blac1 ~ !'"0- lC' -f'rom rrH'; ..,, c1 ominat ion lnd by t he ,-orl~i_n:; 

cla"'s and the advanC'E' ..- r t' c rC'volu1; ion ,;ouarci .. t he C' ... t'l.)lishmcnt o-f' ..., 
social:i Ct oociet y by t 1,'1t ,.')"''1 in._: class 't·•'lic l Pi] 1 lltili.se the ore-ans 
0 f St a t <" ' t Sh 11 1,:-lVr> ..., cr::_n. ~ 'j_ in t lC prOCCSS of' t l e c: GrllGGle f'or a 
democr t ic rA_rlUbl ' c t O 0~ "t; ab ] ·~ 1 a soeiali ... t 0 0Ci.Cty - 1-his iS "the ~er
ccption of t he Sout h \-f'-r-l can Co 1Inl1nist Part :r. 

The Arc o COl.,...se docs not ~ddr~sc ;t~£'1~ ~ o t he ques t ion o~ ~oci~ li 9m
t he A'·c only st..,nrlc: f'or ..., rnmocrat ic Jc.,ut,, "' rr· c-., , h 1t 1-j t ho 1t rnon o_.;oly 
co~"i t1l i<" ., , and t 1 ., t po 'nt is mr1df"' very cl,...n.,... in t lll':' T"'~pcdom Cl "lrt er , 
but t 11f' C 'ln 1 t hC' C" ~~ r:~ tc-reC' t hn t t he pol ' t · c 1 _:1rocramme a t t h i c: 
0 l;Cl._."' o" t11~ revel ,ti on - ,.,hen T "'2) t his stn._.c I ' m sayin.:: f'ron t he 
!)oin t o-<' vie't·' o-f' the S \CP - is the csta lishmcnt of' a non-r"lc; '11 demo
cracy th~t is an t i-monopoly ca~italism . 
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T t h Ln1~ i t 1..-o uld b0 'fruitless t o spccul::tt " "1 1')0 t ;v-h~ t 1 i 1 1. happen t hor'"'
,... "'t Pr - F 1 .,t i ~ i .mport a t t o cmphnsisc a t t' ' ~ stu~" · "' j s t t 'lat t h e 
s t rL c-~1 ~ ... r>ht..; l or by t he Arc , .., n l t hn r. rp i.s in ,., 1lia n c o ' an0 t h;_s 
a llianc i~ crounCt" , nn clear obj0c t i V<'~ , t he Frnorl ')~' f' 1 lar t cr - i ,.. (?) 
t rr> ~ .. ·c ,,,.,.., been in-"'lu '"'"1 C0d by t he c.~..rTJ , ·'t is onl y vit 'in t he c on-f' ' n n s 
o f' tl1i s "' r ,edom Cl.,n.rtr> '" ' ~o t 'l-tc ANC O "P not :fee l cl ,..,'lG'.SC<l J ~' t o f' t h <' 
rr'"'"' OI)ln C' art er - t nkl"'n 0 :tt of' i ts O't.Tl clr- "' i 11 f"> 1 '\rC~ <' - i t ; c: o per:"J t ' n._: 
,-:it hin t l" ...,r-lra.mct ers of' n ,., t i .on nl l i l " ....... t ' ,...., in Phic 1 t he - t he S ~cr 
also oper t -"s , :rrcci"' e ly "'" C'" ' S O, ac ..,. ' V" ,.. ::-.i. , i t docs n o t see a C lin -
esc ual l r n bet' l~"'Cn t c c: t <"~ ._;c o.r n "' t · n al ibC'rat ion a n d soc i -,}; c: m 
i n t he sense t l1.at t' Icr~ ·"' 11 l e an •m "n t errupt cd procc~c , b t t l · "" t ' 
SACP ic. '''or<:i~~ or anrl '"' 1·rorkin a t r,-.,,..l"'ls , ' 1t c0rt 0 'nlJ "t t c:; n o t t 1 ~"' 

pro u '"'"1llme o '"' t }lC\ r··c - I can -:Jn "' r( ... "lnj" f!U.C::" t " ')n 'n tl; "'"' ...;a.:-d o f' t ' 
A!-''"'/ '"'\CP alliance i '"' t'1P-re ' s !lnyt hin ,_; t 11'l.t yo n~"" s t i l l ·'.n t cre c:t cd in . 

• • • • do ever t hin< abo·1t t he :f,-,ct t hat t here are cert ainly more "\'lhi t o 
Sout h L\f'ricans i n t 'e S.Jl('"> o: - ~'')l ' vc t alcec a o •tt his t oric ... lty t ' 1e 
CP.:~_\ ' 'Hl.t t 110S0 ~ ~l.i.'-Jran t "" - t lC r C , • .._5 t' te r reo t hn.t , . "' t J - but in 
t c:c 1c; o" t 'Ie rccon"' t i t t ed part y , t he 0 urrcn t leader:" '; _ e t c ., clo c: i t 
con cern )'Oll - 'o y ou t hin- i t t e '1 " a ctor t ha. t t hC'rC 0::::'0 dif' _...,.. _.. ort i n " t 0 
:nu;I'v" .. -3 o£ 1v'1i.t c~ involved - d o ) Oll "\'lorr: · about '"'lit e domin n ti on in t l 1c 
SACP? 

A v ery n t crc Ftin ..; que r--1. ion , 1:\"Jlich I ' v e t 10UGht about ""' .... ""cisP l y be cause 
t lris t.l.t..cs t ion 1 c:> "' been ra.~c:el many t ime:=: - .f.i.rs t o f' -, 11 , I 1 '"'.::>~ ('n t o 
be m:a.rc t hat r·' ~ t r-s arc on almos t i~1"'i::;nii'icant " no..c · t ~ i n t ' e SACP . 

'- "' ... embersh.:. ... ·? 

Yes - t' l(IJ.~(' ; "' a_-n - "U'ld quo t e me di:::-cc t J.y - t J ~ '"'(' t e '111 in F 1 ,_,11 i..fic<ln t 
smnll numJx..::- of' , it f'!S ·.n t he S/~CP - t he r>rcd.o · n~ t "orcr ' n t l-JC' Sl\n:!! 
is com~oc:l'\..-l o:f bla-.-! ~,., ":r>le , A.fricans il"' ... art ..:..; lnr - ., ·o ...<. c: , • t .; c: n 
pit y - .. 1 ,... no t a !).:.t ., - th~t t 11e memi:lcr" 0 ~ tl:tc SACP -, ..~. r0 t :.no1·.n 
1:ere t ' y t o be 1illOH1 t 0norro .. , ]OLl ' <l act u:-~ 11.~ '"'in cl t'l~ t :..n t he SACP 
t here ... "' o:t~e blacl:s t '1nn ,., · t p c; , even in t eade:t~ship . 

I cucss - I 1on ' t thin,~ t here ' s an y po;n t .,., '1o .:.nu "' numbers c;a11<' , :>ut 
t "e- secret '-",...~' .:;en'"'~~ 1 ,;: t le SACP is 2 1 '\·o , t 1 '"' t ' c: t h" t i t le - h<' 
h'"' .... e "ns t o be 1:hit o- 't ' s t ha t key _I)O"i t ion ... "rmps -so t here is t hn t 
inf'l v~ncc . 

\nd t here ' s Dan Vum::. (" ; he ' s t he c airman . 

:•,_"'c. , ~nc ' ' c-L,.~I"' r1an~,r 1-(' t he o t he:::- o:f:."ice bearers iVOL1.1<.1 l"'C' ':>lac'. , 1 '1.t 
t '1P " .. c t t : a. t o~ t he t uc t o_.1 _ o-i t ion"' one o.r t ho ... e t vo iF ( ••• • •• • • • ) 
'J~- :::t , .• 1 " t n Soc..t' ... ~rica.-11 - t l , t t ; t' c onl:• t 1 "n ..., t 'l:::tt ' s qv--nt if'i. -, bl ... 
t l '"' t one vOLllcl t nJ' about - I t 1 'nl: - I L 1dcrst 11, ~-our !)Oint ( • ••••• ) 
"o.::- t lw res t , an d t w t '1as cert ain l y been hi5 t "'..:.c 1 1:- t c CP " <>c: '"~ 11 , 

as you "'ai<i - once t .1at c'1an..,c - ovcr came t l ere .a~ c:> vn.s t prepon dc:::-ancc 
of' A~ric-~n T"Cr:lbcr~ ' li:'l , b:..J.t .:.n t erms o£ t ~c lcadcrsh.:.p "Ollld you an c:,·• ... ~ 
t he same' .. cs t ion Yiz- a - viz t hat t ho :fact o.r whit es i , t he l eadersl'i ... ? 

} c t u'lll y I !!lllst '""OY t l a t " r)r us jn t he lil ~ration novcmcn t i n Sout l
.A-f'.cic.., , '>o t l f'roru t 'lr> pojn t o:f vie,\r o " t ' c A'!C and n " t he Communi <> t 
Part ,, t '10rc is o.bso l ut e l: no awareness ::md co 1CC:r"1 ..., :_out Joe Slovo ' s 
col') '"l- , •110 1 ~ - :ems t o be one o.r t he .rc~r ~ ·lit e lea 1 0.C"' in t ho Sout h 
A:fric J' r;omm•'Tli"' t Pa --t y , _:l"~rtictlarl;~ bcc-.u."',., 1vc arc ins t ead more mmrc 
t l n.t his "'"'o~ co as a cadn..::- , n~ ns ::?art o:f t' e collect .:.v" lP le:::-ship 
i n t lln S."..,YJ , comes about "'01 P l ybccausC' o:fl " ... :!}CJ.~ .., on,., , l 'J.< l'ties and 
meri t s , 1i 1 . c'1 c.,n 'Jc t raced t o his ~'ccord o£ parti c i_"~o t .i on ~.n t he lib
erat ion r t ruuul <' . 
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I t'.in1
\: "that i "t 1·oull 0c unfai::."' f'or t ''(' C'mbPr" o.r t' c JACP t o c ' woso 

some ' o ] ~r loss cnr>nble t 1.an Jor. Slovo ~' _lJ ~- ')ccnu:=:o such a ~or~on is 
b J.ncl.. - i "t is Lm..::'ort t:;-1 t t ha"t t llo in.._ ... "C'"~-.0, u "von about Slovo t s l ead
ershi ... > in "t'lC ma ... s m• , ' in u cncro.l, n,-n<-' o.t t · s one cnn LU1dr.rs t a.11 d 
t hj s - ,., ~- "t1 is im ... ::."' z .:. .. m is easil ; c-i.vr.n , ' ,.."t I can t clJ you as a 
matter o" f'o.c t t' a t i.t i.e: an unfort u."la"t ~ "r.11?rcssion- i "t ' s a bit ndc: 

e;ulclc, - an< Sl0vn 'locs no t ac t alo"'1'"' - • r. represen t s a col cc"t i ·£- , 
cen t ral committ " ' Uld pc: I ' ve sa; , , ,., ; r. · ; ro OYCrullcl.minc- y Af'r:i C", -
I don 't _:no•; l o · "._s i t is - porh:-- ... = ::n , , >ut oven i..::' I - I d i d , I 
t hink t '1n.t t "' no t t 10 - t he - t he im!'lort nn t c.~,Ll~"S ti.on hero - ,.,:r, t I \\'an "t 
t o make YE"ry cleur is t hat Slovo is a !)nrt of' a colloc"tive in "(;he cen
'"(; Tn l commi~."t eo "that :i.e: ov"'r\ ·110 1 1ine;l y A ·f'··; c::>n , and he carrie!" on"t "(; be 
po l icies o ,... t he Cor• 11mi.s t Pn r t y , and in~o " r as he t s abJ.o t o carr~- t hem , 
t ho co l ou_ of: hi .... F 1 ~ ;n , a t l ea"' t .from t l c. .Join t of' vic'" o:f "tho Co 1 ,,m
is '"(; Par'"(; y , beconcs a non- issue - nnd one o·f '"(; 1 ' 0 mos '"(; :i.n '"(; Pres '"(; :i.n...., "thi n .::;"' , 
Julio , "t:hicll I "t 1,ink naybc we need L.: O r1e 11."t in·1 , .rho - ,., 10 arc t '10 ~eo _)l 0 

'" 10 ore ':orr·' ,.,n_ abo 'l.t S l ovo ' s col our - i.::; i t t ,,., blac1~ people in Sou ~;h 
A:frica. - ; .., it "t11.e nconlc "t'l

1 lO arc "' i n ein .: ~hom; S 1 o v o and T nr!:Jo - is i '"(; 
1;hc 'IY co.] ~cs r ' 1o: ~ 1 '1Vo has b en commancH n -; a "(; varion'"' S '"(;aces of' s t ru
celc "ttl' lCn l c ras !' "t;l l '"(; '0 chief' o.f c:"t a ..... .,., o ':' Umk.hon'"(; O W'C Siz"t.;c - n o , n o , 
t hese r>eoplc arc no G '~·orried nbotH S l ovo t c: C") l o 1r - t hese ... n o:ple are 
oven.;' C'J. 1cd b~· '"(;' 10 ~'"~C" "t t 1 a t Slovo is a comrd '"(;'"(; Cd .frcedon· -r; w'ht cr -
"th~t J n t .. a s i.l1corc ""r cdom :fiellt er. 

The .r>coplc "ho :-1rc 1:or ~:Led about S l ovo ' s co l nur ore "the very pcor>J e 
•.;ho po"'od "t1

'C co J_otl. ~ pro 1l r.m " r Sou"t A.,.,-r i c, , "thf' ro.ci S '"(; rec-im .... "'n c1 
t '1osc w·bo sup.:}O""''"(; '"(; her1 f'rom Oil"(; i..de - "tho~d rc en Cll"t in t heir O"tm r'"lc 
is "t SC' '"(;- ~''1 - '"(;hc>y ' vc cren."tod, .rr>rl d coP.t_">Of'f'd o:f rn.ccs - 1-10 n.rc> do r y 
inc "(;h ..,"(; - " hen '"(;' K•y ' r0 ,.,.orricd w·by ,.,.P- or0 no"t race con c:cinus in t ho 
.At~C nnd in t hC' s~r::T) - I '"(;hin k "t-lO .,,~(' no "t ""o i n; "t O :follo"t· "t llem , hC'C<lllSe 
'"e "\·."an "(; '"(; 0 crc-. '"(; C' a non - racinl 1-.rorJ d , -:t..l1<'l l">n '"(; h '"(;}Jc \:TC and t he SA ('T) 

hove c nmonc "t r'1 "t N 1 clcn.rly '"(; l '1 "t "tvC - F" "!··i ll never usc :;.~ace n.s a crit
erion o:f "t'lC c'1.oicn o:f .. •,o .; c: a Member nnd ~·:'10 is a leader . 

r-.,.. ., IVTERVIEiv. 


