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Inter view Zora 

JF And if you had to explain in a short uay how you cerne to non racialism 

is this ••• I mean \'hen you ue1·e ro·ring up ua.s there an acceptance of 

non racialism? :9id you know pea l c uho worked in the ' 50s vJi th '-'Thi tes 

and that w s ok2 If I asked a 20year old and 25 or 30 yp r old they 

would probably talk about DC or cone through that period (yes risht) 

and anti \!hite and perh<J.ps chan ing , perhaps not . Did you 30 thr ough 

a period of being anti white and change or vas your history different? 

A Actually it u~s completely different , because from the beginning of 

things I kne\·1 organisations that \!ere t,i th vrhi tes . 

JF Such as? 

A \'/ell , such as the AI.C , such as the S . A· Congress of Trade Unions . And 

I hnppcned to be at a spot where such meetings were being held and I 

actu..,lly sat,/ them playing an equal role and I h"ve never known anything 

different actually. 

JF And \·:hat vias your involvement? How did you come to vrork in the union 

movement? 

A I •.•orked in one year ••• · •h0n I '-'IUS looking to go to an incti tu tion up 

country but in that period I happened to have some of the "rorkers who 

wanted me to come to work as an organiser of the union. So I was torn 

beb;een doing school to continue or taking the vJOrkers path but because 

I actually ureu u in that atmoqnere \/here mP<>tings uere held, Hhcre 1 
stayed , fighting for better conditions and be.!bu-..5\on x ud of living , and a 

change of things , that became more attractive to me . 

And in fact v1hen I got into the uhole t infl' I thought I \<las eoing to do 

it for a while and nfter I want to leave it . But it so happened that 

once ue are Hi th •.-•or:Cers in artie 1 r , we automatically beccrne a mother . 

And it is a situation where you -feel (You become what?) more mothering 

to them . In a situation where you feel that •• you cannot be doing anything 

better . If you ce c v!hat I mean. 

JF \hat , were you going to eo to university or •••• 

A Not actually , I •.-:as going to take up primary school teaching . 
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Intervie\-1 Zora 

JF And had you been a worker in the factories or had ex erience as a worker ? 

Or was this when you were just leaving school or what? 

A Since I was 10 I ~ rew up in a town. hen I w~s about 12 there was the 

defiance ca~paign and eetings were held near my place and things were 

very active a t that time so there \vas also children involvement in such 

things becnuse ••• and in the speeches and talks that were gain- on there 

ctually made us feel we were part of the whole thing and that whole 

thing was going to improve our· situation. 

JF Hhat about the time you \-:ere 20? 

A By the time I was 20 actually I knew nothin~ else . 

JF But also those orcanisations had been crushed - gone underground . 

A e11 , they have been crurhed and they have gone undergroun~ but all the 

same now there ••• were things like the trade tlnions and th~t qort of 

that remained a voice of the people. till it was actually crushed by the 

save nment but be ••• it collapsed as a result of a lot of pressures from 

the government and it only collapsed for a period of about three years . 

Thereafter it was revived again , ~ot as SACTU now but as the General 

Workers T.:nion \ole have . 

JF Do you see General Wor kers Union as a revival of LAC 'L? 

A I would say • •• they are actually in pl ace of SACTU I vTould s ..... y . 

JF \hen you said for years, you are talking about from ':Then to when'? 

A From ' 69 to ' 72 , ' 73; •6o , ' 70 , '71 , In ' 72 things started towards 

forming something for the workers and in ' 73 the union \'as born. 

JF Out of '.:hat? 

A Out of ex t r ade unionists th· t were banned and house arrested and who 

actually felt that vrorkers 'llere defenceless . \nd anyHay they had not 
' reached their goal . .)ome1hi.ng had to t-k-p r l ace ir the line of helping 

workers organise . n~d how that was ·oing to taKe pl ace ••• nobody ~ctually 

had the rieht pattern , o our beginning was startingft as a small advice 

bureau \ofhich Has bas::..c~lly trere to get whatever cover to the PPO~le 
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A ar.d also tryin.e; to r-et for them \:hr tever \·;e CO'lld e;et and at that time 

things were ••• he had to be so cautious of another crush by the overnrnent. 

!!hat \·Je e ven had to use the govern...,.,e.nt: Horks c o!"rr i ttees there . 'hat 

one actually attr a ctive as.ect in them , in tha t they were absolutely demo

cratic . 

\!orke rs were allo\•ed to orga nise fro m the factory floors by electing a 

committee of their ow n and that committee wasfu[o back to the workers to 

report on whatever matte r wa s discussed with manarement . Go that w~s our 

s~ringboard qnd at that ti~e as well , there was a survey done by 

••• ~ project done at University of Ca~e Town called the Wages Commission. 

Now the \ages Commission was al~o doing a .survey on c nditions of workers 

and we actually saw that as a roof and we needed a base which \~S a cttally 

getting worke rs organised and ee·ng to their day-to day complaints. Jo 

He actually star ted the Jroject ui. t:1 a lot of help from the /age s Commission 

•:1hich actually ha d \vhi te n t udents. 

And ever since then thats •• the workers a re ••• I am deal ing with knew nothi ng 

el&e but tha t in f a ct •• in our organisation t e appreciation of a ~~ite 

skin working in, sacr ificing for a black trade union .stru~gle is so ~uch 

that most of the v1orkers ) :!. ike them. 'rhey vrould t r eat the v:hi tes v1i th 

bette r care than the blacks because they feel they a r e more to be appreci~ted 

for the sacrifice they have made . ·~cause actually working in a trade 

union organi sation he is coing a lot of s teps below either, th t type of 

t hing . 

:n: Didn ' t you or ot.l}er bl· c 1·s question their motives 

v;hy these whites get involved Hi th us? 

Didn ' t you uonder 

A ~he thing is I have only known tha t to be happening and in the history 

of the whites being i n the orcanisa tion they ••• I mean \ii th a fev: e· c<"ptions 

of one \ilio caps to an organisation as a cover then they have act·ally 

played an e_ually important role ~nd \/e trusted their roles as far as the 

obj ectives of the organisation • 

.• ell , there are a few , ere a few , as t-Jell as the , sometimes there are 

blac.r..s \·Tho come to t-he organis tion f or the pur poses of apying and ihi.ngs 

like tat but we have never had that with the ••• I mean that has neve r 

be n a thing v:i th ••• .., bout whites being in the organisation. P r tic ul a r 

the young ones . 

JF So you didn ' t in <"~ny \'ay call them to account for themselves or query 

t-lhat they were doin;. and have them prove themselves? (Do you think a 

197 



Page 4 

Intervie\.,r : Zora 

JF white would have to prove him or herself more than a black~ 

A Let me think. I think \•rorkine Hi th peopl e actually rrod'-'lces better results 

than a person saying •• that you prove yourself-there ; how do you prove 

youself there? If anybody say I Hould like or any white comes to say I 

\-IO"ld l i ke to come to the trade union. For insta!.ce if he/she ··•e re to tell 

us he/she ua s comin"' from the UCT , and a student or a youne lecturer, they 

would understand but if :erha s if he is known by certain people th~t we 

know I don ' t just say we accept anybody . ~~the history of universities 

is actu~lly ~roducinF more progreseive people and even university days 

act,ally you get people in their best . ~o you don ' t quest ion them much 

from university . 

But clearly if they come with peor l e you know . But we wouldn ' t just take 

anybody \·Iho is come$ to \·IOrk here . If ••e don ' t knov/ him and he m,l.4.st have 

his credentials or ~roved by certain pPopl e that we know , •hose line we 

accept before he could be accepted . 

JF Have you ever been detained or ••• ? 

A Yes , I have . 

JF \!hen was tha t? 

A In 1976 

JF For how long? 

A For 4 months . 

JF .:hich month Here you ?icked up? 

A ':::'he September and I vras released in December . 

JF ,~nd there Heren' t othe r times tha..rn that? 

A ell , I was picked up for quest i oning and just raids just 

actually picked up to stay in jail of th t period . 

J? 'hy do you think you uere pi cked up? 

to be 

A I thought ••• in fact I didn ' t know why I Has pi cked up. ~eca se I had 
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A bren goinG around for a long time that I thought I must be regarded as a 

s t upid female enough not to be det.:lined but \'/hen I a ctually ave ••• \/hen 

I was actually feeli ns that I cannot be detained , in fact I was beginning 

to think that I am not i mportant or what I am doinc is not important 

enough to uarrant detention and in fact a ll the ovestions that I \! s asked 

\·Then I used to be picked up hy the Speci::ll Brarch indica ted th.3.t they didn ' t 

think I was the :person bu t there were eople behind me and they .were ever 

interes ted in such people, iliich in ~act they never got . 

So I thought I was not important for them to warrqnt any arrests but I 

su.pose they thought well if a person could be moved around for so long 

even if we ca~not have anything concrete , ~bout him or her there ~ust be 

s mething that makes her , you know stick on in ••• because I earned that 

\lith no cha r f e . • lot of suspicions about I were not a member of the ~C 

not a member of PC , not v:hat , \lh<: t , ·hat. But there 'ilRS notijin'" concrete . 

But I thought they were doing so beca1se they felt no it i s too lone ; it 

~ade •••• either too stupi d or too cunning . 

JF Do you ever fe el that whites have a •• more protection than blacks , thtt 

they a r e less likely to 5et picked up? 

A I don ' t ••• well I don ' t think that t ey have got more rotection, but I 

think the tendency is ac t ually fee ling that they •• the governllient is 

hopinr for their change al l the time . ~nat even if they arc detained they 

don ' t get the real b~d treatment from the beginning, that black gets , 

because I sup:,ose if they r.-et uhat the blacks exactly get in detention 

f or cg . not to say trere is anythinr to protect themselves that they do, 

but f or instance if I am deta ined !would sleep on a mat as I slept on a 

rra t . Bnt if a uhi t e is det•dred he \-Jould sleep on a mattress . So I think 

the motive of the government i:::; that they hate them for \That t hey are 

doing, b·1t in cace, if they treat them exactly like b:acks , then they feel 

;•e have go t nothing to lose and then ••• just ••• I don ' t know hou to put it . 

But they try to be different at tim e . 

AF Do you re se~t that . Do you think that agh these whites have more protec

tion th~n me , they won ' t set beat up, they won ' t get detained, they won ' t 

have trouble like am? BecauRe I ·m black? 

A No, not at all. hey •• . it ends up trouble but in different ••• its just 

having tea in a cup and bl::1ck tea in a mug., Black tea that. i s not sHeet 

in a cup and in a mug . But all the s me it i s black teq . lliether the 

poi son i s in a cu_ or i n a mue; but all the same is 110 · son . They are not 
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Intervie111 : 2.ora 

A actually •• in fact I have no hatred . .!.:hat is 1te im res ion I et but \·:nen 

I am interogated they are more hated for \oJhat they are cioir , but the · one 

thing if for eg. the poli ce kno\· that they \lould shoot let 11e say :Oaves 

and kill him , they know that the whole univer sity would actually see now 

wrong they are anci in fact that would he more organis tion of whites 

against them . hereas with the blacks they feel there is nothin much to 

lose . 1!ov1 with the v1hi tes they feel they \·rould lose a vote if they do 

to them what they do to us. 

JF Do you ever find tnat the pol ice in any way let you feel that they thought 

v·hi tes v•ere agitating behind the union (yes , yes , yes) Could you tell me 

the · t ory that shous t at? 

A \/ell , the interogations , the questioning that I used to get . In feet I 

was the first one to start the union to bein appointed by people , ·nd 

they actually didn ' t think of the people vrho actually said the union must 

be formed ~ They all thought it was a university move , a b nd of communists 

th t \lere wanting to take over and that \!ere using me for this . 

JF Jhy do you think they picked something like ~.at? 

A Because '1-Je ·.:ere v1orking toge t her , started the union togethE-r , you knO\v . 

JF .lliat do , this is the bie quetsion, what do you think the role of whites 

should be )in the S . A· s tru gle? Hov; \lould you s ecifically explain it or 

do you articulate it . Just the reneral quertion what would the role of 

whites be? 'fuat are they best able to do to help the stru~gle? 

A Fighting both th~ bosses and the gove rnment as t~ry do pnd also getting 

more whites eyes open on the issue of the country ' s situation. 

JF Is that sornet ing se_erute from being in th~ union I mean how are they 

going to get , if they are working in the Jnion, how are they going to get 

more ·.1hi tes OIJen? Or do you think other people· shO\<ld co and others in 

groups o and open v;hi tes eyes? 

A There arc many •.rays even if they \-:ork in the union - I can tell you dur.ing 

the big strike in 1980 \~en t e re was a big mixed stri ~e, ~here were 

shocking r esul ts a bout vlhites support uith eatine of white r:e, t . The boy

cott - '~te meat ·~s boycotted because because 800 mixed triKers were 

thro•.-:n out and there vl s a shockin res onse :rom the a. peals ue r:::nde to 

the white community about the fact that white ~eat shouldn ' t be eat 
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Interview : Jora 

A Actually one of the ways, in fact I know of s ome ~eople who never eat 

red meat , \•!hi te, from that pE' riod . 

JF 
dWd':J 

Bu t was that because they jus t sat far ... al"'d looked a t •.;hat the t. nion 1:1as 

doing or was th· t beca11se whites came to their communi tits and conscia-tised 

them. 

A I think because whites ccme and conscientised th m in their communities . 

It is easier for them to conscient iae others . 

JF So if you hear about these gro•lps; like UDF h:>ve v:h i tes e;etting involved 

ar.d conscientising their own people you think that is a useful thing or 

do you ~hink they should all come to unions and work in unions2 

A Wherever they fit because we can ' t all come to unions. Because for instance 

we can ' t hqve more t hah 20 peoul e working in unions but we ca n have 2 

million people suprorting unions if you get m'j point . 

JF So do you think , how do you think they are going to support unions? What 

would be the v •y vrhi tes vthuld learn to sup~~ort the union? 

A For instance there are things like the rising of pri ces , the rising of bus 

fares, the food stuffs and things like that. Those things it hurt more 

on t he \·torkers tha11 they do with the other art of the white community. 

Now for instance if boycohts take pl~ce on such things , on things that 

rise , for eg . if vte boyco .. t them together, tha t boycottinO" i n the white 

community as well, those t hings caPnot have any m~rket . 

\ And for instance if the butter soes up , the price goes Ui t or fresh milk 

\'!ell, most of the blacks a re having thei r tea wi thout milk , so it's 

a ctually : ~ilk is gr adually bec omi ng a luxury now, for mos t homes . 

If blacks nerhaps boycotted it will help the effects of you co uld h2v~.if 

':!hi tes suburbs , \·rho could a fford to give children t\vo glasses o f milk a 

day , could boycott that milk . 

JF And how would they know to boycott and to help the unions? What or who 

i s ~oing to f et them aware of the str ug5lc ? 

A That i s why I say that \'•ould be extended duty of the vlhi tes to Dctually 

appeal to them on such thin~s . 

JF So do you su1~ort the idea of whi t es formi n~ UDF Area Committees or 

and t ose kinds of things? (mmmmm) Do you thi nk they should vrork i 3s1 
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Interview Jora 

JF t:. e ir ovm a reas? 

A Both . You see the thing is they have sot a bi ~ger role because in blacks 

they a r e quite accepted but they have an easier role with conscientising 

the whites than it is for blacks to conscientiae the whites. 

JF And v1hen you say there is only 30 jobs, you mean in the whole country for 

whites in the unions? ( •••••• )You mean 30 jobs in this union for whites? 

A No I don ' t think three jobs, I don ' t say t hat - what I am trying t o say 

such as the GWU , in •• if it would need ••• um ,,,would be tal king about people 

who could be officials of the unions . r:ow He are •• whether with blacks or 

whites , we cannot have ten thousand supporters workin6 as officials of the 

union but we could have supporters doing other things . ~hat is what I 

mean. 

JF So I guess the last thing is you don ' t feel like you have to go through 

any orocess of becoming •• overcoming r~cism against whites or prejudice 

against whites ; just was very natural for you? /e re there any periods in 

your childhood \'There you gr e\-1 up being anti white and ch<1nged? 

A No. You could have a Fersonality different to somebody uhite and actually 

not like that person. Bu t even so that ' s the soluti on of the country ••• 

the aim of this country ' s having every racial gr oup. You • • • t reat t heir 

•• ju~t like you have for that person is •• in the same way as you treat a 

dislike you have about a nei fhbour, you stay with in a location. It does 

not necessarily mean that bec~use one is acce~ted the non raial policy 

that there will be people here he disagrees with. 

JF Ja sure. 

A Or peopl e he or she dislikes, not as whites but as persons . 

JF "'u t you yourself didn ' t go through a period where you grew to see tha t 

•11hi tes vTere decent and part of the struggle , but you jus t kne\v it from 

your childhood? (m""rr.) Did you have p~ rents who worked in SAC TO or \vere 

ANC members or any thine legal or \-.rhy di:i you have that underrtanding? 

A Yes my parents had white friends as well. ,..,ne organisation that had whites 

with v1hi tes and ( v:hat ki nd of vrh i tes ~:ere they?) ell , !.'r om poli t ica l 

parties. 
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JF h~t Liberals , were they? 

A Yes, Liberals. 

JF Congress of Democrats or what? 

A Liberals, yes . 

JF ~Jhat did your ~arents do'? \/hat work \-lere they doing? 

A My J rents were both teachers by profession. But my father worked as a 

clerk and my mother taught for a few years and became a housewife . 

JF And when the ANC was legal were they members? 

A No they were not members of the ANC . 

JF Were they supporters? 

A \fell , they \'lere in a movement called the Liber~l P"'rty that my father 

,.;as a n ember . 

JF Your fatter was a Liberal Party member? 

A Yes . 

JF Oooohhhh. And do you remember people who he worked with or what it v1as 

like? 

A There was a 1-.r. Gibson who is now ab. the University of Cape ToHn , I 

believe . There Has a Mr . Hughe s ar.d a l r . Alders and !!r ••• some people 

who have left nov1 . 

JF 1hy did they join the Liberal Party , Did they join that instead of the 

ANC'! 

A fell , I suppose they had friends in that area . 

J~' Did they do that because they \'lere op' osed to the A~.c or because ••• 

A 'hey were not actually op O'"'ed but it was just a matter of thembc.Jo"9'"gro~thod-
t'st- church and not because they '1-tere opposed to the Roman Catholic . 445 
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JF And I ' m still unclear as to how you went f r om being t r ained as a teacher ? 

A he? (ja) I didn ' t actually. 

JF I r.!ean ho\J did you get in to the union" !hat •;,~ere you actu'llly doing? 

If the union started in the early ' 70c , you were about thirty ••• 

A No , actually in the ' 60s . (Doin ~ what~) In the union organising. 

JF hat was your union? 

A SACTU . And it actually collapsed in, -t the end of 1969 . And ' 70 there 

was nothing going on ; ' 71 and in ' 72 things started again. 

JF ere there any whites you worked \oii th in SACTU? 

A Yes , there v1ere whites in that . 

JF Are there any names of the people then \vho worked in SACTU now workint;? 

A Ah , in the offices there were \iliites at the time when I got in were 

actually banned . But there were people that had ties like Ray Alexander 

and a number of peoplebu t from the b ,c·<. ·round rather . 

JF Did you know Ray Alexander? 

A Yes , I h ve known him . And people like Alby Sax . 

A Ya , he ••as our la·.,.yer v.t the tirre . 

JF So expos· re to those people , did that stren&then your f eeling about 

whites hrv;ng a 'roper place in the stru ggle~ 

A YP" , I mean Ray ' s wor~ , ~obody can actually pl~y •he role ~e played , you 

knoi·l . You ••. He can try hurd but you can rarer rea:h 1ay ' s standard of 

work. I don ' t think she khows me very much but I know her very well coz 

I have adually seen her in pl aying the role . And people ltYe Liz 

Abrahams , you knov: Liz Abrahams'? 

JF I a~ ho in~ to interview her , ja. 468 


