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~- · •• a sense , concern which I think is the per. feet balance . 

A Yes , I was just saying in an oblique way somethjng about my schooling . 

I think in a Catholic school one gets , hears nany stories of one could 

call them Catholic rebe s , I mean some of the Saints an d so~e of the 

matyrs and so on , they are spoken about and one becones aware that 

over the cen~uries peorle have taken positions that are not in line 

with what the state is asking for. So ~ne learns this idea that one 

doesn ' t have to be a confornist and ~hat there have been some famous 

people who haven ' t been conformists and I think that has quite a dee~ 

im!lression . 

l~y im;.~ression is tllat people who qo to state schools in SA and I don ' t 

know about elsewl-a:'e , don ' t hear that kind of thing . They are much nore 

liY:ely to l.Je conformist . r·ow I t.JJouldn ' t like to say that ever~tbody who 

goes to a Catholic school comes out with that impression , but I think 

it does effect scme peorle ~n that way . 

Q rk , so I an probably goina through this far too slowly ,; we want to 

talk about current stuff so maybe y8u shuold ~ust take it from here and 

:i u s t t e 11 m e w h a t in f 1 u en r. - -4 '' o u t ow a r d s g e t t i n g [1 o 1 i t i c a 11 y a w a r e a s 

a white SA. Uith an empl18.iP on as a white SA f rican . I am interested 

if any people ao~ually thought of that :ssue of being a white in this 

Africa:-1 country . 

A It wasn ' t a naior aspect of my thinkbg . As I said as my eldest bro-

ther became in.olved in university and then as I went to un:iversity , on e 

was .iust auJare that that university stood for a position that was oppo

se-' ... _ i;he government and a!')artheid ; at least at a kind of intellectual 

lev~l . It wasn ' t very.nuch at a ~ractical level in fact . It was like 

a kind of fixed postion that you went there and that was the dom:nant 

{1osition there . 

Sc you went tc university and came out when? 

A I finished my first degree in 1 r.s , end of 65 . 

(l , And then t_.Jhat did you do? 

A Then I was a m. e"i' ber cf a reli g::.. OtJ s congregation for 10 v ears al t og;her 

and I went • •• sorry I an getCing the order w. rang . I left school.:.ng in 

59; I then went to Australia , I did so~e religious training and ca~e 64 
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A back ; I taught for 1 months ; I then dd my fi~st degree ; I then 

taught again ; while I was teaching I did a B. Ed . at Uits University 

and then I left tha~ religious order at the end of 1969 and I then 

did a teachers d:iploma and I taught for a year at t~anda Seminary , a 

school for Afrlcans , f r girls . That had a very big influence on me . 

Th en for the first time I actually in some way experienced discrima

nation for myself at close hand. Just oto give you one eg . I was 

teaching Macbeth to one of the Std . 8 classes and NAPAC was presenting 

11acbeth in town and I phoned up and I booked fifty places o5r all the 

Std . 8 1 s to come in and watch it and I booked a bus to bring 

them and suddenly it occured to me that this had all gone through 

smoothly , you know , perhaps I had bettwer ~ust check because I didn ' t 

ti.lant to have the embarassement of bringing all thkose girl:; to the play 

and then ~heir being re~ected . And I found that out that indeed they 

were not going to be cllowed to attend and I felt included in taht . I 

felt I was also being mected. I felt part of them and that was a very 

important emotional experience , I think . 

And also ~ust tha~ year being in that school and seeing how black reo~le 

perceived SA ; wan very . l.liEY important . The spirit of blacks people JB S 

very influential . I thin~ there were also other teachers there who 

::.nfluenced me tc see that it wasn ' -t •• the SA situation wasn ' t only domi

nated by race but also econo~ios as V8ry important and that was another 

sort of shift in mv thinking. 

[J And then ••• 

A Then I went overseas . I went to the States and did a liasters Degree in 

Education there and then I came back and lectured at the University of 

r'atal in t1arit zberg in Lhe Education Facul-".;y and then I .ioined Diaconia 

where it was ~ust starting in 1976 and i have been here ever since then . 

0 lind what was theidea of Di,., r cnia? l:!hy did vou .~o · n it? 

A I ~oined it because Arch Bishop Hurley had the ••• while I was overseas 

he wrote to ne and s d he had this ide8 of setting up an ecu~enical 

organisation and ~hen when I got back he sa· d would : holp hin to set 

i t up . It reaally wasn ' St what I thought I was suited for and so I 

declined initially and then he d~d notllinq ab~ut it . He didn ' t actually 

P r o c e e d t o s e t ::. t up , so I f e 1 ~ a w f u 1 t 11 en co z I t h o u g t 11 t i ~ w a s an 
127 
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A excellent idea and rea]v if ·t was.iust gcing ~o derend on Me like 

that , perhaps what I could do was to to!~e some of the initial steps 

to get it set up . Hold some consultations , get the churches involved , 

get a nconstii;u·~ion , raise th- -,.,ey and get it started and tt1en lock 

aro1md for srmeone to do it , 'l · c-h I suppose is a fatal mistake ; hcvi.ng 

got th8i; far involved I really didn ' t aet ou~ of it aoain . 

Q BuL tdhai:: • • just back to those tit1es , what ga [J ttJas it filling? Was there 

a need for an organisation like that? 

A I think tt1e churches 1.r1ere becon · ng aware that there were th:hgs that 

they could and should be doinq and that these could hardly be done on 

a voluntry basis . If a few min·sters and lay people came together once 

a mon~h or fcrtnight or enven once a week and thoug~~ -f all sort of 

good ideas that could be carried out , 2nd there wer n ' ' sort of full 

time staff those '·hings [iidn ' -:: happen. Sr -!::hey becaMe verv frustrated 

and it wao out cf Lhose frustrations that they began to see that if one 

was going to g± grips at all with the political problens , socio politi 

cal , one would need to have staff uho were ava:lable all the time to 

push the church . 

Q So can vou tell me navbe in a more experience way/anecdotal way, not 

just trar·-: ~he movements but what you gat involved in , and what you 

'lav~ been in in the last ten years. Told that story , the experience 

' · 't1 the ~ · ,.., s , were there anv expereinces like that , where there were 

an,Jthing vou UEre drawn :nto that m ... ved vou and moved Diaconia? 

A Yes, I think I have learnt a great deal from being involved with groups 

like the Natal Indian Congress and the UDF . I have learnt a great deal 

about democratic ways of operating . I have found that very imoressiv~ 

with a de gree to which people are consulted and the need to have man

dates to act . I think the kind of tradition out of which I came was 

very much uhe white liberal tradition where people just go ahead , indi 

viduals just go ahead and everything is on a kind of individualistic 

basis . Here for the first time was really confronted day to day , by 

people who were not so concerned abou~ individuals but were concerned 

about communities and organisations and finding out what those groups 

what their oJinions were before acting and referring back issues to 

get a wider support for them . All this was very new to me and quite 

startling and it effected • •• ! mean certainly the way I operate in Dia-

conia is now very different ~o the way when I started . I think I have 
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A learnt sonething of democracy from being involved with black groups 

and with non racial groups like the UDF . 

C For a lot of people who nay read this , ~he~e a~ a lot of assu~ptions •• 

I mean you are saying , co~ing out of a li~~ral tradition this , do you 

nnot consider yourself part of a liberal tradition any more? 

Or do you not see yourself a liberal? 

Pt r·o , I -~hinl< th2::2e is still a lot of the liberal about ne •. ia . 

But tell ne what are those ••• 

A Becase there is a confluct. I mean I see how other groups coera~e . 

but sometimes : am drawn back to that libe=al way of operating wh~ch ~s 

a k:nd cf tens " on between thqse two styles. 

I an ~ust thinking that ns quite important to just spell that out . 

And you night be able ~o do that and you may be able to that very well . 

A Let us ~ust take a ve=y Practical instance : Just in the way pecole are 

.:.nvited -:;o meetings. The libE!IEl style is to in~ite individuals . who 

de we l~now wl1o will be interested in ~i1i> , lets make a list of the 50 

reople. The other style is always to say what organisations that should 

be invited to send representatives. The whole accent ~oves away from 

ind.:.vidl!aJ J , llowever ct1arasmatic -:11ev might be to organ · sat.:.ons who man

date p eo !J 1 e t u g c to a meeting an d t h e y nus t r en crt back • T i1 at i s the 

ideal ; that doesn ' t work out in practice, quite EJS well as that always , 

it is an ideal. 

That is a good eg. ~hat ailaut not only ."ust style , but the reality of 

tile substElnce of the neint of v.:.ew . A~a.:.n I iust think it is imoortant 

to • •• I =eme'ilber int~:-viewwing '"adine Gardi~T~er . he was saying wllen she 

gets .:.nterviewed cvcrseas . tllev have a sens£? of a fe :~now all whites 

wl1o are opposed to the sys'.:e:r. Ullat Carmel was saying , she was trying 

to expla:n to them that uasn ' t exactlv wha~ it was about and there was 

:i u s t s u c h a l a c k of u n de r s t an d i n g • S o I t hi n k i t i s sui t e i m p or t an t 

to trace why a PErSon , with your background and credentials would be 

critique , both points of views , that way and say that one could move 

soMewhere else beyond liberalism. 

Is there anyth~ng , again I li~c the way you describing it from be•pq 

involved with the communitiesxls tllere another way , any ether ways 223 
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they operate , but substance wise that made you feel that liberalicm 

might no-~- have res~on d ed the same w~? That there was any c r isis you 

L~ere involved in that yau ' ve thought of hew the liberals were respon

ding as opposed to how these UDF groups were responding? 

A I think the 1 i be r a 1 s t e n d J.:; o see ~he i s sue too n u c h in t e rlT' 8 o f r a c e 

and not nearly enoug '1 in terr'ls cf economics and I think part icula rly 

thr cuQh Di2r.onia ' s involvment wit'l trade unions I have be~ :::orne much 

more aware of the economic struggle and the importance of that . 

And also .iust terribl~' impressed with the dedication of trade union 

organisers and the aMount cf t'me they put intc that work and low sala

ries they get . Just the enornous dedication . That has left me sitting 

back and wondering aga ' n as a ••• it is a different issue to lets sav 

the democratic style that other people use . It ' s now a kind of chal 

lenge to the church . How is the church naking big statements abou~ 

.ius-L:lce EJnd churches , l s ppose in a sense i11agining itself to be lead

ing and giving an exa11ple and all those things , and in reali tv one 

has actually got to see that people li'(e the trade union organisers , 

like Vic(,ria M ~enge , are actuallv doing that wo rk , in reality . 

Tt-HJ are quite willing tc give up their 1 ' ves and one actually sawihac 

and that has a very rrofound impression , iMpact on me . 

Q Again , I am rea a 11 y press in g v o u '!: o draw out a bit , but I thin l~ t h a t 

also is a huge step and a bit of a ~argon to sav that the economic 

thing impressed you and that that was alsc a factDr , More than liberals 

think of • • • racP ••• because I ' m also , becaL•se I am looking at race , as 

LJJ e 11 o 8 t !1 e other r a c tors , uJ h 8 t do v o u me an by that? A IJ a in , can v o u 

give rne anv example where vou might have initially approached tile pro . 

blem , cf civil rights , then saw what you mean by the economic thing? 

Can you actually really , need for you to elabcrate what that means in 
practice? 

A I think ••• aMongst liberal groups there is a great hesitation to get 

involved in issues nf worker rights , wEJges , strikes , whole business ef 
' conditions of wor 1~ ; those are .iust not the issues that liberal group-

ings have got involved with and I see in some other organisations , like 

the Black Sash , the sort of conflict that has happened in the last five 

years particularly as some of the more progressive JJeople have begun to 

raise those issues and the older members sort of say , that is not what 

Black Sash is invol~ in . That is very threatening because some of 27 1 
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A the older members are married to managers and so on and they ~ust feel 

very threatened . ve~y directly threatened by any analysis of labour 

matters . 

So that is one of the ways . I don ' t know if that is answering your 

question . 

Q It is verv well. but I don ' t know if you can put that in any specific 

experience that any , ~articular Pxperience you went throu h . sturggle 

you _were involved in ere you could see people thinking it was white 

against black , when you might have begun to ;eel black groups seeing 

it as an economic thino . 

A I see .:. t v e r v much in the c h u r c 11 a 1 s ~ • A great r e 1 u c tan c e to a dm i t 

that the ec~nomic factor is terribly important . I don ' t know how to 

put it . 

There is a great deal of suspicio n of anything tc do with tRrade 

unions and the church has sai d to neople o ver the years , that it is 

actually quite dangerous tc be involved with unions . So Christians 

whc have become nenbers of trade unions more or less despite their 

church affiliation. r·ow for the first time there is a kind of move . 

~ent which is saying precisely because youre a Christian . you should 

be deeply involved because of this. And we fully support trade unions 

and the rights of workers and so we are goinc to be there behind you 

incouraging vcu and giveinq vou whatever support we can. 

So that is a'very new phenomenon . Gut ~ust as a exrerienc • there was 

a very big strike here in early CJs o~t at ~lare~ ant at ~h~ ~rame 

Grour , Textile factory and six tl1cus<md wo~l~ers were dismissed and we 

were asked by FOSATU tc get sene supp~rt from churches leaders here in 

DurbEJn and we got a qroup t~getiler and it was verv clear that they 

really didn ' t know; this was all very ne~ to the~ and pwoDle said 

but what do you ~ean by wcr:,ers shoudl get a wage above povertv datuw 

line Elnd astounding th" ngs like that. ,\nd what is a 1" v5.ng wage and 

what is wrong w: th a J5.aison ccmrrittee and all +-f-)ae sort cf things which 

~ust s~owed great ignorance . They were ~ust in no way ready to take 

a stand and that lead D'9k niEl t- brinq out n chEJrter of worker rights 

after a lenqhty discussiLns in churches assenblies and so on . 

It was that kind of concrete experience that showed us this was a 

mma~or gap in what the churches were doi 
o~g 
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:.1 I am .:.nterested because you talked about before of h~"~_,.,g that openess 

to Afrikaans and being a bit interested , and one of the classic aspects 

of l "beralisn to me is a bit cf racism against Afr:kaners . 

Alan Paton and I a~ just wonderinn if you found that that lac~ of pre

:ludice was SCJ'Ething you have noted as w£?11'? And made you ••• have you 

seen liberals who go through that phase of think"ng that you ~now 

the Afrikaners are respons:bJe for all? 

A Yrs . I still see a lot of that and one hears a lot cf it but it is 

such a very limited analysis but I think one has get to guard against 

••• it seems as though people look for an out group and whi l e they then 

would include so~e other £roup there s always sc~e oroo~ that they 

find unaccep~able . For r1any Afri' aans 13 eople it is blacks who are the 

oui.i grou!J and as you say for liberaJ s , for some liberal English speaking 

fleonle it is the Afrikaners who are the out group . And one has .iust 

got to work hard against thai:; espe. cially when , I mean there is a kind 

of siH'eoty;-oe of tha Secutirv Policemen , who always speaks with a gut

te~. Afrikaans accent and we oft en ~.r :tate those people and that does 

become a kind cf racism·, one 'las .:ust get to IJe very careful . 

Q Have you ever seen blacks who or had any experiences •• ! have heard 

blacks say they would much rather have a raw clear conservative Afrikaner 

than a liberal Enol\sh spea~ing person who obfuscates things? 

A :a, I think I have a sense in ~ich there is a sneaking respect I think 

for the forthriQhtness and frankness of Afrikaans people , yes . Even if 

they held attitudes that are expressed are very sort of painful for 

black people; they nevertheless rrefer that to a kind of deceptiveness 

in some English speaking people . 

~ Dk , let me ask a line ol questioning which again I am asking it naively 

coz I .'.ust think there is so much misunderstanding : l. would like to 

spell out all the stages . There are those who see the force for the 

future especiallv in r'atal , as the solution that would involve Inkatha 

and there is a liberal shcool that is going to be fJIJShing that more and 

more . Again ~ust to trace it for me can you tell me a bit about , espe

cially growing up in Natal and knwoing a bit of the/ about 

A 

how you came to know of1K~atha , what you c ame to know of nat:onalism 

and how you feel about it now . 

I first became aware of Inkata in its first year of operation . 
1':) 7 3 . 

!>~Gl 



Page 8 

Interview : Paddy Kearney 

A I was teaching at :r:anda Seminary in 1971 and I became very aware of 

Buthele i in that year . I was very impressed with him at that sta§ e 

I must confess . 

'J ulhy? 

A I suppose my analysis was very limited at that stage and he ~ust seem

ed to rne to be very iMpressive blacl~ leader , someone who seemed to be 

challenging the government a great deal ; seened to ~en~oy a greCJt deal 

of black support and was sometfuing of a charismatic leader . I actually 

knew very little about hiw . I was picking off uhaL the nedia was pres

enting and I can remember while I was teaching <: :f.f·' nda Seni.nary , we 

usedtc have an assenbly cnce a week which was lead by a different tea

cher and you could deal u:th any topic that was current . 

I can remember one :n which I gave a survey of all the ways in which 

Buthelezi had been in the news . Just to say that he was really very 

signifcant figure and I thin~ at that tiwe he was certainly more repu-

taule than he is now . Gut even then there were critics but J wac, , L 

in anv WCJV involved in ~he sort cf progre s sive demccrat:c movenent at 

that staQe or had no contacts in that group:!.ng . So I cl5.dn ' t hear 

the kind of criticisms that were Made of h:!.m , even then . 

So that was 1973 ••• 

~ -as there any aspect of the naticnCJlism , the fact that it was Zulu , 

only or did vou net knou that or it was not stressed then? OR did 

vou thin'~ it is good , these Zulus need to get together? 

A No , I didn ' t hCJve that sort cf thinking at all . ~o l1e .iust seemed 

to be an impressive black guy who was challenJ:ng the state and saying 

-: iH! sort of ·tu. n g s t h a"!:: I l i ~~ e d t o 11 ear abc + arthei d . I think he 

was presented also as quite a liberal pe!'"' C. , as a hero for libe::-als , 
put it thai: wav . 

0 l\nd then did that !'eputa"!:ion c::ntinue? .Jas there any~hing that tarni

shed it or anything that elab ••• opened up your views Lr did you iust 

not ·hear rnuch • •• 

A Tl1e next two years of so I uas a member of ".:he Catholic .-usticr: and 

Peace commission and ! can remernher invit "ng hiM to spea': on , at 
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c 
A gather:ngs on the 1rth Dece~ber , the day of the Covenant : the omne-

noration of the ba~tle of Blood . · ver. The i~ea was to have ~eve~s 
r·aude and rluthl2z! socakinC' . That wa., li'~e, well vou coulcn ' t co 

better than that . And I con rerrerrber . ref. Conan Ga.rcliner , Prof of 

English at Peitermoritzberg say ·n g to ~e you know not all ~lack reople 

are very happy with Outhelezi and that was news. 

at th a~ staoe . 
That was news to me 

Th en in 1976 I came ~o Diaconia and very scan I becane aware of pre

cisely whet Gardiner ~Pant when he said that . 

llow did you beco'Tle awaT' ? 

A Through hearing o - course from pecple what they were saying . The sort 
of people we were meeting , sort of people who uere co'TI~ng to Diaconia . 

Fror1 henring what our cwn staff were saying . 

Q What were ~hey saying? 

A Very critical , very cynical abo11t h " rn , verv alla:::'P. of his , well ri-lr:isi'T' , 

his orposition ••• h.is crit " c " srr of other qroupinrs , Indian , Xl1~ B"' , his 

constant at';acking !Jeople in 'he press , aware of hew sensi~ · ve he L'BS 

to any sort of cr5t . r.ism , and then auaro cf 11ilat Inka'a " tmf was 
doing . 

And we very quickly go~ into con ~l· c~ w:th Inkata . We had a comr1unity 
wr1 rl~er in one of the squa~ter areas around D11rbon ancl lwr 1 · fe was made 

" x :. 't' em e 1 ~' d i f f i c u 1 t lJ y t 11 e 1 c c a J I n 1 ~ a ~ a c m r1 i t t e e a n d s h e e v e n j o i n e d 

lnkata O:::' at least wore the uniform in order to surv:ve in that coMmu-
ni ty . But despite that , the~ ~us' made i~ in~ossible for her to operate 
there . 

Tile •• I th " nk .~.,_,cl:ne tl1ey were takino is there shouldn 1 t be any commu

nity organisf".lt; n that Dp~rates uithout tile a~proval cr kata , so before 

we could enter into that conmunity we shm.:ld have said to Inkata , we 

would like to bring a commu nity t.ucnl<er here , would you approve that ; 
would you su!Jport . -).. 

l. "' • 

And it did seem that they were very threatened by what we wero doing . 

We were running a c r e c i1 e in t h a ~ com m u n l. t y • We weren ' t charging any-
bor.Jy for lt. Inkato meanwhile was collecting fees from the people and 

42 
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A ti1ey didn ' t see an~· 'Jenefit to them from those fees . So people W"::Le 

q•Jest · oning , Lt.Jhat is ~his Inka~a and whati~-: doing? Sc that sort of 

question · na was not t ole:Lated . 

But it does also seem to me that squatter a:Leas , even not.!l fer some 

reason , I am not sure wh'.' , have the strongest :nkata groups a n d also 

the nost vio l ent . 

Q J..h . cl1 areas? 

A Squatter areas . The area which seens to be providing a lot of the pro . 

blems at the mom ent is Lindalani , which is on the northern side of 

Durban . At "!;hat t:ne it was rialagazi where we were working . 

Q Do vou have any insight a ~ to what it cou l d be? 

A In th e case of Li n da l ani yes . The people there have been given some 

kind of security of tenure by Inkata , where i f they in other pa r ts of 

Inan da , I n anda is a huge sqatter area , and this is .iust one verysnall 

segment of it . In other parts those PeOP l e who put up s~-cks are , ve r y 

qui ckly find themS2lves prosecuted and their shack dem 1 · .:;~er . But in 

that little island which co~es u nder KwaZulu control they are allowed 

tc stay there and they are given sort of urban rights . And so I sup

pose they have ~uite a debt to repay to Inkata and that has made them 

fierce l y loyal , or at least some of them . 

0 That is all on the leve l of theorising about I nkata ; wos t here a ny 

experiential kind of turning !1Dint for you . J.las there anything that 

made you decide that this Luas not in tile area of non racialism that you 

were supporting? 

A :i: was Vf!EJ struck by the •• sone words that were used by iJuthelezi at the 

University of Durban estville . Uhen he said to students who protes~ed 

when he arr:.ved , that tt1ev should remember 1949 . That cane as a IJ:' Bat 

shock . I thin~~~ that reallv was a kind Qf turnino 11 int . 

And then of co..rse he tried to get out of it in all sorts of ways and 

~gy he wasn ' t warning anvbody , but I mean I don ' t know of any more 

~·~ r~ct warning thon to say yo11 '~nr LJ , .:-emll'ber 1949 . 

-ere you there listen:ng to hi~? 
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A ~ J o I sa w · t rep or t e d i n ·- h e pre s s • 

r And when was this exactly , that h~ said this? 

A l think it was 1S77 , sonet·Jhere around there . 3a . 

And thC'n ~r~ cons+an~·ly hewrd his criticism of Griffiths fi )-enge . In 

fact in 1r'7r , Gri "'~i "hs r1 and r.ther Xhosa lmJyers in Durban , he 

blan~d them for bei.ng responsible for the unrest here at t!1ut tit r , 

after Soweto and he murle tt1e nDst outrageous criticisMs , that thev 

were trying to collect ~ore money as lawvers and that is why they 

started the r. ~cts • 

Q Had you known Gr:i. f"' ' ' hs? 

A I don ' t know that I had met him vet then , in 1976 . No . 

End of ta! " 
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" •• issue to talk about in ;)laconia in ternms of you say.i.nq vour fol ·s 

supnort non racialis'r. and was this guy non racial or •• • 

A iinm . Je sp:::'~e abou': ; t a lot. 

Let ' s fi~ it into non racials·~ . Again this :s walking through some 

simplistic . s tuff but because ~118 theme is thr~+ , why . hew is it that 

you are tending to be critical? Jhv is it that you see this as an

otller camp? Do '/Dll not see hi'TI us non racial? 

A f'o longer. I r1igtlt have cLne that in 1973/4/""/ but not anvmore . 

"'u-t why isn 1 t he , doesn • t he •• • what is non rac:alism , if he doesn ' t 

fit in? .hv dcesn 1 ·~ he fit in? 

A L£11 , I mean:::: see him to 1,e racist . He ' s runn.i.na a movefT1ent which , 

though he l'li!]ht sav it is conen to other oroupinas . is in practice a 

Zulu Nat:onalist grcup anrl he constantly makes attacks on other group

ings of Rev. i-:undu , ."\glicun , riest in Lamontville . He is constantlv 

h8rping upon the fact that he is a foreigner : I mean he is .iust using 

all tl1e k:nd of language tflat the government uses . 

:J :.tlhat is the s~ory with r'ahuza? 

A He is not a Zulu , ia , so he would also be seen 88 a foreigner . 

Q Is that what Buthelezi says about hir1? 

A J a . 

Q And d.:..r- this , was .l.his •• 'hat ' s you saying with your understanding of 

on racialisn being a white , have you actually hear d blacks crit:cise 
him for not being non racial . 

~ Along the same lines. Y · 

~ 3ut what about ••• how •• do you get people involved with Diaconia who 

say but Buthelez: is a Christian , he is woderate , we need a r1an like 
this . 

Yes , a STall r incri~y . chiefl~r wh1'te. L ~ 1 
. ~ss an:. ess convonced or con-

~ 
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A convincing , in ther argunent abou' it . 

But isn ' t Race Rela. tions still big wi th him? 

A THere are still some offici3ls , .ia. Je don ' t have very ~uch to do with the 

the~ but scI don ' t really know . But ~v inpression is that pecple 

like Lawrie Schlemmer obviously is very close to him . 

Q And t h e Americans? 

A Ja, I actually don '~ really know what they think reallv . (So why •• ) 

I think they have become a l~ttle b " t critical of hiM . 

~ 'hy is it that9ltM~sfact that they are liberal or ChriEti.an or moderate 

or whatever , lco~ing for a non racial fut ure are leaking to Buthelezi? . 
Uhy does the PFP still tal '' t'"' him so much? What do they "think he is? 

A .Ja , I think thev desperately need him. They desperately need a black 

leader who cumnands so~e sort of support , who has some charis~a , who 

is in favour of free enterprise , as he calls it, and is oppQsed to di E 

investment , keeps f'a+al qu:i.B; , sc they sav , prevents the school pupils 

from going out en boycott , all those things . So he is their ~an , that 

is the sort of person they are looking for . If he has got some warts 

well , nobody is perfect kind of thing . 

Q And ••• 

A What are the alternatives , I think that is mere or less how they see 

it . Uho are they going to be forced to talk to, neg otiate with if 

they don ' t acce'""'t Butl1elezi? 

Q And they see the alternat · ves as violent? 

A Yes. UDF is violent . 

4 Now , maybe to get into how y-u tnuld answer that critique ynu should 

tell me how you got involved LJ.;i~ LJDF . I don ' t thin'' vr:·J have traced 

that . Not blow by blow and what is a church person d inq? Do you 

ever Q e t que r i e d and sa i d w h v y o u a l.i g n uf ••• 

A Cften , often , from both within and outs de the c~ch . I think how it ••• 
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A let ' s say lf Diaconla has started in the year that the UDF started, 

we probably wouldn ' t have got as invclved with ~DF as we did . But 

having started five or six years before the UDF started we had al

ready collaborated with the people~o came to be involved wi~h the 

UDF , very closely on a number of PBctical issues : Rent struggles , 

struggles against re settlement ,, co~muter struggles , strikes , all 

sort of issues . So we had build up a working relationship with them . 

And when they formed the UDF it was iust natural that we should be 

closely involved with them . Also the churches had ccme out very 

strongly a~ainst the new constitution and so it seemed natural that 

we should be involved . 

Q And the non racialism , was that a fact r? 

A Yes I think it attracted us without •• n~ . I think it was, it was quite 

explicit our attraction to that aspect of the UDF. 

r; Tell me about it in practice. What does it mean? hat is non racia-

lism as you see it in the organisatior~? How do they , you , how they 

conduct affairs? hat does this non raclalisw mean? 

To most people who read the paper Udf is a black group. A violent 

black groun, but its non racial. 

A Ja . Cn a practical day to day basis it iseems tc me that groups li~e 

the UDF and Natal Ind"an Congress are always seeking to include people 

of different races , include theM as s~ eakers , include them on committees , 
ILl • consult them. I have al ays been struck by how very welcom1ng they 

are to whitffiwho want to be involved . How they can very rapidly be. 

come involved . There is no sense of exclusi1 n. 

There ~av be an init:al suspicion if they don ' t know a nerson. If a 

white person ~ust turns un at a meeting , there may well be a kind of 

phase when they try and dfind out who that person is . But I think 

they would have the same attitude towards blacks who they did not know . 

wO it is not racial . 

Gut it ~s iust incredible given the whole 3A situation that white 

Deople should be so welc med by black pe~e. 3o that was another as-

pect that was very imrressive fer ~e. 

IS/ 
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A 

And all of ~his proceeding along , does the state , it is kind of getting 

close to UOF in plaving this role in the co-- ,:ties , has the state 

respcn~-~ . does ~t see Diaconia as a thre a+ ? You talk about whv that 

might • 7 

Well , I don ' t think we have been harassed nearly aG r 

have been had we been a black group . (Scare you ••• ) 
ch as we might 

There is a 

certain rrotection in having white peop l e involved I Lhi nk . Alsc in 

churcll banner , that affcrds a s certain protection . 

We have had a range of t'1ings , like threatening phone calls , and the 

bugging of offices and the tapping of the phone and opening of the post , 

all those things that one just takes for granted , I think in SA . 

And reople being followed , staff members being fol l owed by a string of 

cars or one car when they go out . Not all the ti~e but at significant 

times or if tffi; are meet:ng signifjcant people . 

I had petrol bomb s thrown at my flat a few years ago . Out in genera l 

nothing really , nothing as much as say , UDF has had to face . We had 

one staff member deported . Acouple of staff have had passports refused . 

We Mabuza has had a passport refused three ti~es ; he was our past 
Chairma n . 

G Have you ever llae +he Security Pol "ce ever ccme and speak to you? Do 

you have a sense fr...,m them what it is that threatens them and upsets them? 

A Ja , l~ was very funnv actuallv . Cn one occas~on I remember them coming 

and saving that DEcGnia was like a braaivleis ; it was involved in so 

manv issues that some of the peLces of meat were getting burnt and some 

of us weren ' t getting cooked at all . Uhich I induded in one evaluation 
report . 

I said this is how the Security Police see our work . Othe r people mav 

see it differen~y . I can remember them also saying to me , Mr . Kearney 

what exactly is vour relationship to a l l these black groups? And I 

can remember onec whe n I took part in a demonst r ation mounted by the 

Black Sash , when I lLBS do~'n at the City Hal l they were phoning here and 

saying , swearing at the people on the phone and saying what is he doing 

now with the Black Sash . 
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A So it seems to me to be at the level of what are the connections of 

Diaconia , Why has the church , again a k~nd of conservative attitude 

why is th~ church getting involved in a ll these thin gs . 

At a more disturbing l evel , I feel prettv sure that they are passing 

information to Inl<ata . Increasingly aware of the ••• Inl<ata sees Dia 

conia as a kind of hot bed of anti Inkata feelings and I think ,uthel

ezi is paranioc about cr'ticisn and I think he is a ripe target for 

people who ~ight pass on bits of se~urity infor~ation that they might 

pick up frol"fl telephone conversations or whate\.8:' . There has .iust been 

some examples of things he ' s dcne , that suggest to me he is getting 

security reports Qn us . And that the uecurity Police may well use 

that avenue to act against 11 , , IS in the case of Reverned tibuza and 

Reverrend ~xundu , also . 

I now hern of another minister in f'lazi , Rev . Kumalo who is being 

threatened . 

What is it that threatens Inkata about J:aconia? Have you ever heard •• 

what does Gatshe say? lias he '!lade anv 

A Gatshe has made seve~al statements about us in the ~waZulu legislative 

assemply . C~aying?) Dh he creditted us with the probler~s in Lamont

ville last year and we shouldn ' t have helped the peo:--le to get out of 

there when he was corning on his v'sit and we just whipped up anti 

Buthelezi feeling , that is what we were said to be res~onsible for . 

I have got a whole file of his criticisms of us . 

~hat is it that is so threatenlno to hl'Tl about Diaconia? 

A Uell I think he is aware tl1at we gE't quite a lot of overseas visitors 

and that all of them ask us about ln'~ata and that we have been perfect

ly frank in our a s essnent oP i~ and I thin'< he rrav Lell blame us fer 

the fact that he h~s ~ great deal of d:fficulty raising money c verseas . 

And that ~s reputati n is s bad overseas in some quarters . I 

I rn.ean his analvses seen to no to 'le torriblv sir1[1listic . He credits 

us with a great deal nore power and influence than we actually have . 

Q And back to the role r:Jf the church , the division between the black and 

white church . In Diaconia they come together . Do you think that ihis 
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Q ~san island or do you t~ink that actuallly this is the future SA? 

That it is possible? I mean ~n a sense it is a preety tough struggle . 

A It is a tough sta.Jggle and it is something one can never let up on . 

Sometimes I feel that DC has a very important rrle to p l ay as a kind 

of a reminder . I think a little bit of a doese of heavy 3C every now 

and then gives us all a jclill in the arm . J.le remember hey have we 

really done everything possib.E to ensLJP. black leadership and to prc-"'lote 

black leadership and to give black people every opportunity to par.Lic:-

nate . Do we make sure that on our comm "ttes and so on thBre is a real-, 
And we can sometimes be reminded about 1 11 t .L " . 

~ represen a~1ve group1ng . 

that by GC . 

So as ! Say it is a struggle anrl one has got to be working at it all 

the time . Bu.L I think , I thinl( this ! s what the future could be like . 

I don ' t think it needs to be just an island or some exception to the 
rule . 

Q Ck . A cop!Jle of '·h~ngs to clea:;:- up . C'ne thing I wa s nted to ask is 

specai i ly bearing in nind this went be out for about two or three years . 

I s t h e r e any t h j_ n g y o u c o t 1 1 d . say w i t h back g r o u n d , i n e vi d en c e of t h e 

state act u a 11 y s t i r in g up r a c i a l d i f fer en c e s? I me an there i s t hi s 
r 

uJh.'le thing going on now and people are making a lot of charges but 

I .iust wonder if in the conte. t of saying how th ! s •• your organisation 

beleives in non racialisn . We know what you can say with any authority 

abQut ••• coz there is so little that has get out internationally a~out 

that . People nunble here but it doesn ' t get out . Feople in Natal . 

So waht could you say about , mavbe I can a sk it this wav . 

You grew up in Natal , when peo~le say remember. 49 and it means some

thing and when they talk about Zulu all that , it means something 

Do you , 1 ~ome church ministers came from the Trans.aal and said ch , well , 

you guvs talk about non racial~n but look what happened ; it is inevit

able , late nt , it .tst needs some spark and it wi l l come about . What do 

vou say to someone like that? 

A Yes , you asked earl ie r whether there are an y examples where the stat e 

seemed to be p r omoting ·racial divisions and my mind was rather working 

along that way of formulatjng the question . One sees it all the time 

in the way the group areas operates . And ~even more so now with the 

tri cameral parliament . Even to be very specific now with the recent 
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A problems in Durban . And the way relief is being administered . 

Relief is being ad~inistered to 11 'ia~ people through the House of 

Delegates a n d it must be .iust done thre!ugh that group and ! ... coloured 

peonle haven ' t really been involved , but iF they were involved lt 

would be through the House of Representatiles . 

And ~a , I think one of the worst eg . recently wa s Sinwendilins/St . 

Uendilins , vo u have heard of 'nit . It was an area threatemJ with remo

val and then there was a reprieve granted to the peC'ple in the 'Tlcm , 

central nart of St • ...: but not the outlying areas . r· ow in soiT'e of 

those outlying areas the ~~use of Delegates has served eviction ne

~ices on African pecple . nnd the House ef ~epresentatives have served 

notices en African oeople . 

So a s ~' o u c an s e e -: 11 e I n d l an an d C o 1 our e d p e cp 1 e h a v e be en IJ rough t 

into Lhe Central Government and are beino a st-ed to help to carry out 

the apar~heid policv . It is having devastat~ng conseque -~-s and I 

think the events between ~·anda and PhoP.nix have got sone+l1ing to do 

w.:.th ti1at . It is one of the issues there . [ne of the powerful causes . 

Take it back ccz lit~~le incidents <JrE going to be harllEr to wr.:.te about . 

in years frnm new . Jut IT'aybe •• I think I didn ' t Mean , I didn ' t as~ thB 

(]Uestion about the ••• 1 ' 11 n '- hat (]LEStion aQain abcut what uould you 

sav to that preacher from ~~ Transva 'l , '-'rem a well meaning person 

frorn overseas or from white people fr.... _,\ c~ any black person who 

reos~s the press , is going to believe at least nart ef it . Uhich he 

cnn incorr ora'.:: s"lme of thesrle ex ~~ les but hOLu de vou answer when some

one say t:~ leo'~ , Lt is not possi'11 ') · t has been divi:::led , it is g oing to 

harpen , it is inevitably , latent , it teak a spark , there you _ • Jhat 

do y cu say? 

. A Your question is that th~re will alwavs be ~acial c nflict? 

YC!s , someone sa,t.:.nq loci<, this shows that there is latent racialism 

and i~ :s gs:ng to light up. ~hat we do need to do is keep things 

caln so ·chat racisr'l doesn ' t raise its ugly hea d and pecnle l~ill each 

other . 

" I think one has o.ct to look verv closelv at each instance w .ileJE there 

has been what llooks like racial ccnflict and see ~t other factors 
320 
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A are involved there . 

In the instance of :nanda we discovered that there ls a 40' unemploy

ment problem in that area and the other factor that one wC'uld need to 

take account of is that on the ott~ side of town African shors were 
bein- 1- t 'Tnt down by African people . and all this was goi.ng en at the 
sarne J. . , sc it uould be r.:.dir.ulru s ' o say that the conflict ltla s an • I 

African Indian nf l · t CO .. lC . Therr> sP.em to be other factors t l1at are at 
play . 

If there had been African shops n Inanda it is very likely they would 

have been burnt down . 

Q So you are saying und e rlying causes are to do economics and also have 

to do with ••• clo ''ou want to ••• c'oes i t have to do wi til 'the state - . 
itself? Qo \fC'tJ think they have an intere:stin fanning these:> k"incl of 
things? 

A Absolutely , ja . I think ••• well , one sees that they use every opportu

nity to pit one grou;J against another . I rem2mber one was very intri 

oue d at the time of time Eastern :ape , .iust before the !)roblems of the 

UDF and AZAPO , ~n the E. Cape thio year , you be gan to hear ell ~he 

st r ' es . There seened to he a link up between the UDF and AZAF[ oppo
sing ~he ~·ew Zealand rugby tour . 

Certainly a ~ee~:nC' ~ook place here in Durban which t~cy shared a plat

forrr , first · ' re T' r' s'een that si rn , the UDF Luas forrned/r'.;artec~ and the 

first time I had sean DC group on the sarre platforn as a progr~ e sive 

democratic grou[J in Durban . LJith 1n days or wee'·s of that there we s 

this conflict between UDF and AZAPC . So ••• and the state was very threa

tened by thn opposition to the Neu Zealand tour and I ,;ust wondered , I 

really doubted when I heard tllat that ~here was all this conflict in 

the E.Cape . I began to woncler who couJ.d be behind it . 

And I guess maybe , there ar- ~r,ple who are talking more and more about 

r e a 11 v c r i t i c a 1 o f t i1 e o t; a t · ., v n 1 v men t a t a 1 eve 1 of t h e ph r a s e 1 d e a t h 

squads ' being bantered around in the E.Cape early days . A few months 

ago it was quite tenta .. ive , but now [leople arc seem to tJe clear ••• there 

LJ e s t 11 e i n c :l rJ en t , t h e a t ' a c k on D u r ban ' s Vi c t o r i a I" k en g e • Can y o u 

speak a bit about that? In terms cf how the churches , in fact did she 

relate at all to the churches? Was t~is something that affected her 

or kpsei; your fol'~s? 357 
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A t".mm . She ••• both her husband Griffiths and she were very aware of the 

importance of the church and both hoped tha~ it would nlay ~ more 

positive rcle in the situation . They wan~ed to see a tougher church 

and a nore bold church and thev were both constantly challenging the 

church to be that tougher church . · And we were often •• Griffiths pho

ning up and I rem~mber in one particular case when somebody had been 

killed in detention , his name was Josef Nluli , it was one of the first 

things that happened when Oiaconia started and we got involved in the 

issue and then after some months there was an inquest dragging on and 

there was some security police were brought to court and they got off 

even though the evidence seerred tc . . indicate pre. tty clearly uhat 
had happened . 

I remember hin phoning and saying churches nust keep at tl1is issu; . 

Tt1 e y rn u s t k e e p p u b 1 i c i s i n g , .!-; h e y m u s t k e e p b r i rg. in g i t t o p eo ,J 1 e 1 s 

attention . That L:Jas the (in., ul' eg . of the •• he reolly thougl1t the 

church was important and CQuld play an important role . Bu~ I think by 

and laroe he felt pretty disatisfied with the role it actually ~layed . 

And his wife was o member cf Oaconia , .~a . 

0 f'ow , wac there any outrage or d:d even mild church pecole ge~ a u~kcck 

wi1en sl1e was killed or did J.r y .i ., ossu;ne some black thugs killed 

her? Jos there any evedenc ( g~~) •• • 

A Ja , I got the :rnnression that neonle were more shocked by her death 

than Grirfith n death . And that f or the first time some liberal people 

were really quite shattered bv that . I me a n I had neonle c ril'q to 

me sayin~ •••• ~ot • • I wouldn ' t say thev were conservative peonle but 

certainlv n~t radical . -avinc we reallv cuoht tc have so~e kind of 
.II J ..J ., -

:nvestigation into tt1is death and a few rif the11 got together and approa

ched Amnesty Intern<Jt · anal to carry out an investigation . Anti the 

~ind of indignation they had and the kind if determination , suggested to 

ne that it had struck l1onP. rather more than Gr: ffi ths deatf • 

0 Do you care to wor'~ among whites and ~rv to conscietise them cr do you 

feel most/dev-elop rrost cf your efforts in working EHlongst blacks? rJcn 

racial !]rour 37 

Our crgan:sat · on is trv~ng ~o work w'th l.:Joth groups and it s very dif-

ficult , but we keep at it. 
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You have a white development prog ~am , what ls that? 

A Yes that ' s r.:.gh~ . You could say it is a wh.:.te awareness prcgra • 

.... e use the word developnent f!uite cheekily actually because we have 

alsC! Ql± a blac 1 ~ developMent prografTI . ~~ow we did not wan ... whites to 

think that only blac-: neofJle need develonr.H:mt . 

Elut it is .ius·~ to •• the airn of -:hat progBrr is to ~ 1 !" white people to 

b f th . I . . . tho:JR lJ . I • • • h ecome aware o e ~ssues . n prac-~ce 1 e1ng worr' ng Wl~ 

what we call social action grcurs , at congregational level and Sue 

by the way is the person work ' ng on that program . 

I aM just ~hink since I interv ' ew herR . 

A Ja . She is also very much involved in the issue of rnilitarisation , 

conscientious cbjection , the ECC CaMpaign . That seews to be an issue 

round uJhich one can organ · se the white comnunitv ; you know the way you 

S¥ in the black co'Tlr'1un.i.ty , tuhat are the issu~:;s thaL are affecting them . 

Could be rentals , transport . 3o in the white community tile call usps 

seems tc be an issue 'hat you can get the~ involved in . 

D Do you have any expereince you can point o~o to say it has been all 

worth wl1i.le or is it an 1Jpllill battle? 

A With the wh5_te comwunity? r'C\ I tllink it ' s been a battle all the way . 

And the sort of questions one is asked and the sort of cbjections raised 

i3 r e .l u s t a b o u t t h e s <m e a s t h e y we r e t en y e a r s . a go • 

Such as? 

A This is sort of a very average person in the pew as it were : Birth 

control , it is the solution to the problem . (' hich pr:::blems?) The 

prob lems of SA . Self help , · they need to lea rn how to look ofter them

selves . We do teo much fer them , that kind of thing . 

And the End Conscri~tion , have IJOLI ••• any pec::-"le getting conscietised 

uecause of their sons? 

A Yes . yes ond a cre a- deal r ore could be done about that , using that 

weap~n but schools are orerat'ng as ncwerfulnB~nsceintisers , . i~t the 

opposite ; prc~aganda for the system and TV h a s been ex trenely power-
~ 1 423 T U • 
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A - don ' ~ know why the governnent took sc long to th ' nk of it . It is 

really , I wean the level of in~ormat · on that people get is iust get

t ' ng w rse and worse . 

Ok 

A I think thot is what nakes the battle in white a mareness so much more 

difficult 'Jecause their v:eus are !Jeing shaped no longer by En£1lish 

language rress but b\f TV . "~ot that the English language press is that 

narvellous but it is at least better than t. V. 

Dk , which religious order were you with? 

A Called the fiaritz Borthers , 

~ So were you a priest? 

A rJo , I was a • • belonged •• a teaching cong-egation ; they never become 

priests . Just an order of brothers . 

Q For how long? 

A 10 years . 

Q And what is your psoition7 Are you in Diaconia? 

A Director . 

0 C~ , 'S there anything e~e . I am ~ust thinking of your times , wrapping 

:.. t up • I s there anything • .i us t that you think we s h o u l d de a 1 w i t h 7 

Maybe I could ask you this wa y , I ask sc many questions , but again I 

am thin: ' n1 of that person in the pew ; are you ever called upon to try 

to talk to them about what you mean by ncn racialism? What would you 

say to the person in the pe w about hew you envisicn them as whites in 

the future SA? Is there a place for them and what_ is that n. lace? 

A I think tue have apporached that question rahter more through the struc-

tures of the church . Taking this kind of line . That we • • • as staff 

me~bers of ):acon:a we obviously go to blac~ groups and to white groups 

and i;.; is lil~e ta1Ldng abcut twc differen-h countries and the~' areal

ways very startled tc hear tllat , the very different experiences : 

they sit up and listen and I find that they alwys a very useful 

and 
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A wl1en they are being particularly reactionary and one is tryin~ to 

put another o in~ of view tc soy t:11 'tis quite helpful that there 

are two different experiences and tt.u~ - a~e trying tc bring these 

two groupings togetl1er . There was so~e ~~nJ else I wanted to say toe 

on that. 

r~ . also Lhat the churc~1 gets a unique o~pcrtunity , someti~es in a 

cr~a~s they can begin to see : like we ha d a meeting a week ago with 

50 cler~y abcut the cr:sis in Durban and they were able to listen to 

I mean there was I suppose between 31/LO , it was 4C whites and 20 

blac•~s and the~ were able tc listen to the accounts that their fellow 

clergy gave from ~he black areas . nd to beg:n to see what 8~mnortant 

newtork of infc~mation the church is . . nd that maybe in a sense it 

:s a unique institution in SA hecalJSe i~ has all these different 

exnerionses within it . And sonetimes that has heln ed tl1em ~o view the 

future ncre ~ositively. 

Lk . \ 

End of :nte~ew 


