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Interv i ew : Faddv Kearney 

~ So wl1en and where were you born? 

A I was born in Peitermaritzberg in 1942 . 

Q And what kind cf backQround? 

A My parents were both SA , f rom C. T. but of their parents two were 

from Irel and and two from here but of Irish de s cen t . So quite st r ong 

Irish Catholic background . 

0 And were they political? 

A I heard a gr~ cei chiefly from my grandfather on my father ' s side , 

who was very anLi 1ritish , with a kind of typical Irish attituG_ , l ets 

say . But I heard very li ~tle about . 1. There wasn ' t rfl.Jcl1 discu1"3.:.on 

about the situat i on in SA , but chiefly of in~ustices that have bee n 

carried out aaainst Irish neon l e over the centuries and it was quite 

a long perspective that wa s heing spoken about . 

G Did you have any particular sense about what being a white 5 African 

mean t or was there not a big issue about that? 

A It -ally wasn ' t a big issue until ny eldest brother went tc university 

in .fj ,rmaritzberg and he began to coflle back witl1 c:uestionin'J attitudes 

an +h01t I tt1inl~ had a very big inf uence en me . 

And was there an awareness cf blacks in your ho~e? 

A Yes . L.:h . ,.,ly of . obviously of domestic workers and people who ca~e 

to do laundr~' <md that l~ind cf thing . And I was atuare that my rrother 

in particular wEJs ve-::~1 concerned in a st~ange way for equali ~y . She 

was someone who didn ' t like peo~le to w.:.n ~r · zes : if she was ever crga

nising a ctn~est she wanted to Make sure that everybody got a prize . 

And that :;: tl1in'~ was quite an influence en r:~y thinl·ing . 

.t\nd then was it not till un·versity 
'-fOU ':Pt 

that~Mcre aware of the issues? 

A Yes . Yes. 

-as that a t i'a!'itzl1erg? 

A Yes , I studied one year "throuoh UN sn, r. rnar ;t~bu 
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A but the other two at the university in Natal . 

Q What did you study? 

A I studied oddly enough , my majors were Afrikaans and Nederlands and 

Biblical Studies . But I was supposed to be a teacher at that stage 

and I was supposed to be going to tea ch Afrikaans . 

Q When you say suppose , did politics creep in? 

A No , I ~ust wasn 't very keen to teach Afrikaans . It ' s one of the 

most boring sub~ects on the curriculum and students hate it and so. 

The reason why I wa s interested in doing it is the course had a lot 

of literature in it and at that time there was a group of poets called 

the Sester Hous , who were making something of a break through and it 

looked as though they were going to have a more profound effect on 

Afrikaner thinMg than they actually did . It wasn ' t quite the lib'. ra

lising influence one had hoped for . 

Q That is interesting that you would have . looked to Afrikaans rebels 

rather than English speaking in the li erature . I mean how did the 

Afri •• and certainly Pietermarttsberg is not a very Afrikaans place . 

A N o , it i sn ' t , no . 

Q Was that a rebellion thing , or what was t hat , intrigue? Or what? 

A Intrigued , yes and people were saying to me you should study Afrikaan s. 

What , .ia , my father was a civil servant and he had suffered a lot be

cause he had to learn Afrikaans and had to compete against Afrikaans 

speaking officials so he more or less drummed into all of us , I sup

pose he expected we were all going to be civil servants or someting , 

we should all learn Afrikaans . So he coached us a lot . I was quite 

good at it . I guess that was one of the reasons why. 

And then one heard a lot arrut these , this grou~ of poets and ••• 

Q Who was that group? Was that Breytenbach , Brink or •• 

A Brink, yes , ~a. I am trying to think of •• there was a lso Adam Small 

in C. T. then and even people like Opperman, was quite a significant 

person at that time . But the promise wasn ' t realised actually . Ja . 
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Q Was there anything in those early days that you read that especially 

impresse d you or made you get involved? 

A Again . I think in a kind of oblique way - I went to a Catholic School 

- I was ten yea r s in one particular schoo l •• Ok can we interrupt ••• 

End of t ape . 


