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... , F So cbn you ~ell r1c tdi1crD r Joro you bo:;n? 

A Ir r. . A l .... herg . my n~rru q r .rm o t1 z o , no' 1 1 , r" • Gormodzn 

~F Was y~ur fami:y c ncli~ical one tr rlid thE?y not go in ~ L~ politics? 

Had '.hey beE?n invc::j.vE?d in thE? ANC when it wa ..... legal or l!JE?rE? they 

peop l e who said no, we ~ u o t keep out of troub l e ; if you get into 

poli ti cs you will get in trouble? How did they teach you? 

A My family was n&ver inv olved in politics . I was the filEt person 

at home and naturally my parents were very much against it bec ~use 

of sE?lfish protcc~ion ~f I may say. To them pn itica IIJ::J G nrJ.:I1 i ng 

cJ:;e l.Jut being dctc: i ncu, you l~now oufferil'go nnd ·~>hcv ·ere i.J 1: _v::.ng 

thai:; I canna- be involve t brJcau"'e I c:::mnnt ch<Jnne tlD ay'"' em; I 

fc..und it tiH:;re anrl '!1 .r n:::- 2 au n;::ny peonle or yu•~ ·; wl1c car. do i ~. 

So ~ 11 e y d.:. d n ' ·~ ,.. n e an y n c e d of m e a .,.. t h e i r c 11 i 1 r' , lJ e i n g i n v c 1 v e d in 

any politico c f some kinr' . 

JF So c1:c1 you :;ry to ar gue w.:.th therr Lr junt quitet ly do •• get involved? 

Did you ever try to see if you could politidse them? 

A Obviously I couldn' t operate without arguing with my parents because 

my po l itical involvment was so •• consu/ffi ing so much of my time that 

there is no way in which I couldn ' t E?~nl8i n to ny p'1""2rtts t.thy 

l·Jhot :::1m I do.:..nq . ~nd ao a re ..... , · I i1ad ti be o en t•~ 'h them; argue 

' J ; ~11 them, ·~c;ll J;'l"2tn ' lOt•J indep.,ndcni:: I t1as a s a • •• 'Jomebudy, yru ~ r1 ., 

'""v c n i f I go ~ in v u l v E! r' n t t h e agE? n f 2 r ; 
but with African people 2r poci all y a t that a~e , be f o r e you are mar

ied , whilst you are otill schooling to the m you are still very much 

dependent . So it was v ery difficult for me although I arQued with 

them and I mea n to a point where my father was feeling that even if 

I can get arreoted there is no Jvhi11g he can do . 

Cf course it I·IL] r.i ~ust on r .n-1-ional tf, · ng itJhi c: lle s :iid at tl1 a t .. 
~ .L. r: ~ . 

Bu ~ like because o f my invulvfTlcmt , my parti ci pa t ion in student po li-

tics, and als o my i nv olvment in first the executive of COS AS . I . 
got arrest ed and naturally my father was very much hu r t and tried 

to come and see me in prison but because I was in detention , t heir 

was no way in which he cou d come anL! S2f' '•"' • 

Rut wha'· I am Lrying to say is i::i1a~ even if' he was, hE? thought th a t 

at some point I would be arrested , and he will have ndhing to do 
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A with me, but the fact is the conditions are such that there is no 

way in, which they can isolate me as a family member . And I could 

see during my arrent hott.J invr'1lvetl and how Louc~ti1 " ,.. ~~ling L' <JC ; 

mo:re oo I was ::Jr:r~st~rl ":rcn hone , fror- v mother'"' n1 '1 Jt:! ; ""hay ' e~ 

h r e e , 'l . rj L 11 e v £? x r c r · e I' c e d r:l 1 -'· 11 c 

l1oraosmcnt of ccarclling ;:1nd ~he arrcgance rf the rolice . So in th a t 

·!:1 '· I ~hink it is in ihcn thnt Lhcy b_ctl e ••• Liley realiccd ~h o i.; 

W2Ciler you L're inVolved Or ynL' ore nr.,t , you are ~till QCing tr :_,.:; 

'"'ubjected to intirnida ti on , lt 8.,...'J~ cr.ent and al l thDL fror~ tl1e p~..,;lice. 

JF Sc wac Ll1at in '79 , tu.:.th tl1e L'.:.rs t COSAS exec . ? 

Uh a t motivated you to get involved? That must have been , you were 

quite young? You were what, what standard were you? Dr form or 

what ever? 

' because A In 1916 when I really got Jnvolved , was 1 was probably attracted by 

the moba psychology of demonstrations , aro un d th a t time. I wos 

very young then but becDu ne I uAc achrolil'g ar~ all ~chocls , all 

aLudent~ were deronstra+ing ; the re was no way in which I couldn ' t 

But I me an int~eprocessof demonstratio~ we met people from the 

SSRC , and these people kept talking to us saying you got ••• that is 

how I got interested in politico. 

Probably because I was very tCJlkative als c "md I remember i r .,.,e 

rf tl1c de '1nE:~ra~ .;!"''1 0 wl1cn ·e tJe:rc ma .,...c iling to Jol1n Vorster Square 

f or the l iot o f all people who were detained, that time, I had my 

funny beliefs of then I was not a political person; I was a me re 

student demonstr~ng with other ctudents and I though t that the 

whites in S. A. are the enemy and ao a resul t , why I .. wha~ I said 

to that person uhon I d i d 11 1 + •-now J.l,cr tho"" ~.c w o o otudcn~- l coder , 

to.Jho w::J ... -,,., 
'1ho . "arc wo.,...'', n 

-f th::: 

r ..,11 ~hese c.lomectic uor'-e::os, 

don ' L tole g ve cur norcn .._ r; 

some poioon to kil all 

the whites. Laugho. And apparently how this chap got interested in 
I 

me to sny>but I li1et:m tl1io one c;:m be c:rnined proper. "'nd tho ... "1.!=> 

llott.J l1e' ' •• hall ~c ex~laincd hi "' whole cace long after that we a:-2 

:Jlrcady involved ... t, the M'C activi · ies. 

JF So, how did l1e a·~ar~ Lo train you proper l y? Did he CE1V to you 1 ck, 

we ar e no t fi ght in g ago nsL the ttJhites or did he juot oa y to you 

stupid idea o r • ••• 

A Fortunately I got •• I said that to a very progressive and clear 
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A person . Becaus e h e sai d to me bu t not a ll whites are eneMy , you 

kn o'.t.l . And t hat WE? are correcting t o do becous e we h ove den o-

cra tic wh i tes . Bu t I didn ' t undero '·.-, nrf ; ... hem ~~ took mE? years 

wnd I tl1i r. 1' "t t·Jo , · :1ree vew:- o r.ot u,, erc~ ;:md.:..ng why !1is otatEmer t , 

you '"nuw . Ele ca use un :" o ~ tun a te ly I didn ' t meet th a ,.. re rron c ont i-

nu a l ly ; I ~ et him tha t day and then I Met him f or su r E? a fte r a 

mon t h and t ha t is how he t h en tri e d t o exp lain t he pol i ci e s o f the 

ANC to me and he t r ain e d me poli t i cally . 

J F So th i s I thi nk is what I am trying to get at . I t is very cl e ar 

and obv io uo why you uJ Du l c' grot·J up in So weto a n d an int e llige-nt 

person woul d see an d imME?di atd y wan t to be anti whit e , bu t how 

you c oul d mo ve from feel i ng tha t way over two or t hr ee year s . To 

say well, . . . Cou l d you s a y somet hing about that? 

We r e th e r e any othE?r thing s t hat i nfl uE?n c ed you? We r e ~hero an y 

whiteo , nr ua s it juot ... h:Jt it a· c.Jnt make oen ,.. o not t n i.Je bl:Jck, 
white , or wh o~ ? 

P. f\ .... I ooy, ~r. ; .... comr ode in '"' <Jr~i J t l "l r t.oJOG very ~ler1r and there tolD '" 

nn wl1i tc ~ !"''' J ,. ~d ~ n -·llc e,- p ( na •·inr n f things , cf ... he noli -~ ~ ,., _ 

J F 

... .:_·J a ' ' un a· home . Dv-C i:h2 tyr-:: f · ~1 in ~ ng I got f rom inside, from 

this ccrnro ri e , wa c- "' O clea r th 'l ' •. ,.... me , I immedi o to l y underotood th a t 

net eve rytG~Y ,... a n enemy , e r pe c i all y when you exp l a i n to me the re ' s 

dif f erent s ocia l oyotemo , you know , when you came to capitalism i n 

par t icular , to t ell me t ha t t wo opposed cl a sses , th e working class 

and t he bou r gois class , a nd i n our ca se unfortunately apartheid is 

put • • • i s p uGh e d forth , y o u ~no fJI , i t ' s • • • • • co r t of c s c a ego r1 t , of 

ca pi.•oJir-;rr , whc11 .LI real i t y i~ .:_ ... noi.; ·[; h e cas o , be ca uoe I rea n , white s 

a re bein g given privel ges to divide the working c l ass itself , and 

a s a r esul t wea k en i t , yo u kn ow , an d t ha t al on e made me ., •• c onv i nced 

me tha t by th e way you ar e all l iving _in South Afr ica , and if we say 

we are going t o dri ve them t o t he s eo, I mean wh ~ s hou l d wo do th a t 

bec ause South .'\ f r i c a :i o t·hat it i o tod wy bec a use !1fi this tvpo of •• •• 

o 11 J I u s , y rw k n n , o u r ,j i n t e r f ~ ·' 

'ow tl1o ether til i ng thn~ you s a id ~ 1 1 8' ·· '"' :- . "1 1 ly impor ~ a , ·, s tin; 

r:- · "· Gcve::;nmEmi; · ~· .., ,.. -'o nuL out .._ h a ~ flE:Op l t.. a rn too S C":P ' r ~0 

d.:.s cu r the ArC ~ r, r '3 t the s ar e ' ime thoy '" ay tlle r e are AI r::; 

t e rr ori st e e verywh e re. The ide a t hat J OU could just ma tter of 

fac t l y s a y th a t somebody wou l d e xp lain it , ANC polic y t o you , I 

mea n ar e yo ung pe opl e in S. A. t oday, was i t ~u r experience that 

p e op l e supported the ANC, that t hey LLJere learn ing a bout the f\r 1C, 

th a t peo pl e we r e t al \ i. ng about; tl1o 1\~:c , and Lllu "' i s just one of ~he 
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Intervi...,u: .:oc'· i c 

AF th.i.ngr:: '~F'l' ~u['·' --ve:j:' core ou~ • .Jur-·' a"" well bec<JuGe ';hey do "'ay 

rc~l\~ i'"' 1 £\11'C ~r nt, wt1n.,...ear:; thn reality is people inr::.i.de feel 

~hat way . (ja , ja) But can you talk abo ut that? 

JF You know I think from 1979 , ,~op el are V8ry free inside the c ount ry 

to talk about the ANC . Probably it is because the i mp act, the edu

cation, the understanding of the S. A. situation, in relation to the 

p8licies of the ~~C ; ' hc-c :n nn wa~ in ~hich th~se peonlc c<Jn • •• nGt 

::upporl; tl.e movement. T:11 Gi ... uc:''on demwndc ••• ~he oituot i C"n ~ ... ouch 

l;hc:t l;ilere i'"' no •'C'.'of .:.n ul_,· ch one cnn r::y, I mean t:1o,..e who of ccurr:;e , 

these L1l•O ,..ur.pori; ~he Ar'C , c n c: ay 'l1"'' the pol:cies of the movement 

arc no~ relevant at ~lli ,.. point:. 

And ~u .... t li~·e I !:> a irl c arl~ er tl1wt I was arres+ed becauoe I was on the 

Na tional Executive of COSAS . It was believed that CCSAS was a fr ont 

af the ANC which was not true. 

CDSAS is a student movement and happ en: ta be ha~g very clear poli

tical directives . Even if it is student pnlitics, but it io ctudent 

r r'lit i c,.. oc:r~rir~.., ne1u cl!;!mocrotlc 5 . 11. ancl it; r:c., harpened tha+ its 

cLnstitution, its beliefs, i~o aspira t ions are that o f the ANC . And 

because as we know that earli er on , during the 50s when the mov ement 

was still legal people knew the mov ement so much and it had organised 

so mu ch, during the when they were organising region by 

rcginn, streets by s+rc2to anrl a~ a rerult it never jus~ faded 8W2y. 

Even Jur.:.ng tht:? 1•·11 in tl1e movcnen+; after th1~ vonia I ria • 

GOr, I.Jeginn::.ng uf ~he 7" , tt1c rr.ovcment was :L'~l3~:.vely not very 

active. 
But; ae the students rt:? rganised themselves , of c ou rse , with the 

basis of their consci ouoneos , which was not relevant a t that time 

t he movement ••• the people came to realise that there is no way in 

which people can not link the st~uggle , not link the progressive 

democratic C1rgenis<Jtionc:, 1 4 ':e t;hc ftC. You !~now i'· ;-the li hera-

J •.. • I m,...vP en~ l:oday. And that :s why recrle justify .i.L ••• I can , 

simply say peop le have unbanned the ANC inside the country you know 

and it is fr om them , it is not that ••• the ANC is the people in my 

understanding. Beca use they believe in what the ANC is doing and 

actually they are instructing the A~C to do thot ord ANC is them. 

In different depar~menL,.. 'cr.ausc . they arc ~onned righ~ n,tJ. Out 

gro we see in tt.e curren' ro·ues • • arc •• it ircJ'-'·Jr •h1t r-eLnlo hwve 

decided that w~atever h~nn~n~ aryway , uc are st:.ll ~oing to struggle. 

l'lntl bannit:JQ the Af'C is wll ~Jr>ll. . officj_ally rul..J~ing it •• ! don't 

know what , how they come to a conclusion of banning on a~ arisation 

but you cannot cCJ~ you have managed to OUflf ress tl1c feeling of c ,z, 



i "'J :? ,.. 

Intel · tJ: ~acki~ 

A ouff~r:ng people • 

..;F Let c or-1< yo_ L 'a~ i!1 a t a •••• ( J :.ne , becaus~ I oee ~G ... f the 

pc..;
1

1.._ are alrea1y wai tir,~) ,.. L · ·a~ tho~ n • • • (no I . ha • •• ) '~ a"' th at 

something you thought anut when you were in COSAS , not to appear 

to be linked to t e e ANC? 

A You know COSAS was formed . under very difficult ~ conditions. First 

it was after twa or three , two years of the system having banned 

all organisations; schoalo not operating very properly but under 811 

those ~; l"f.i.cu ~ c~rrli +i onc , CCJSJ\~ '".., .... former' 1:\nd forLun<r ' -}•; 

coinc i tlcd ·ti th tl1 .... 1nn+h Cen ~ury 

la 7.i.li kaz i ~r'r' the E3ri ~iEil nd Tile c..nly battle , well amongst tt1e en ly 

La+t l e th a~ was won by the Africans. 

Th~ camp aign came that it was the year of Isandlawane and COSAS took 

it up and it was ••• so much well or ganised t~ughout, and advertised 

so as that the enemy immediately felt that this is ANC , in students 

heads. And the students the~ selves felt thot wi+h the acti.v ~ ties 

orncd octiv:.~~ C'::, rf' t;hc n .• c, ycu ::r.ctJ .:.mmr:c'.i. 8ti y af ter U1e 1C'7C , 

up risings , th a+ the re is no other alternative to this apartheid 

government, Botha, t~ alan, you kno41 , regime":. But the ANC . 

And because you ~now the oppresse s , the opp/ ressive laws it is dif

ficult in S.A . to ~tand up and say that . Although COSAS defined 

as ycu oa y clearly, anrl lif'L ed tlw fla g of the ANC ~mel 1•e'1t orrwnr 

di""~~ub ti ng pins Df Ieanrlalw~ne. Well, I can't say it was cur idea, 

I didn't know where t~y came from, but all what I know is that they 

had a flag of the movement and they were very much warned by 2Very-

body,.throughat the country , everybody seemed to be excited by the 

fact that the novement is cor..inQ up very strong and ~he stucLnto ar2 

broa dly •• C"' in ':' ur one! . ""Dying ~\f'': . 

And fro~ 79 eve ry body has ""een th ot the A~C has c ome very clearly 

and irrespective of the harassment that th~ people are experiencing 

people continue to say the ANC, ae you say, they burytheirpeople 

in our flag)· they talk about the A~'C ; they are no long~r afraid . 

JF And when were you det'Jine l? Around •• ttJas it su:r=ly •• T ,...,..,n' t c~r8 

::J bout daLes but I oenn yeu !•JPT' 8 detained sr1ortly af ter ~he f orn.a .... .i.on 

or tdllen i.lley did tl1e whole swoop or what? 

A I was not dDtained, because COSAS was formed on the 4th June and 

we were detained on the 23 rd November. The whole executive throuQh-
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A throughout the country •• it was na tional executive . 

J F I 79. 

A Ja , 1979 . Through out the country; I Dus t say b8ca uae I ph rnim wa s 

our Pr.J~ 4 r!L n ~ , ttHm lo]'l in i;l;e r'cr•·hei'TI T r ! n~'"'Vll ""'l ltl CI Jdn:r e i n 

Jclu~rg , an d oi.he r t:.Jere in ~he Con e ; ' Sar oil a tm"' i o the 

Ca pe . Cr 7 Mosu kwan i wvs in P r e t oria ; ? yo u know , 

and it is because of , as I say , those few months of sort of a dver

tising the policies , the c onstitu _tion of COSAS, which then the 

enemy said it is an ANC front. Probably because of its p rogressi ve 

- ness as a st~dent organisa t ion . An d p r ob nfi y becnu~e o r course , 

a s a mi ctake , done by :LSAS then , it ua s noL or gan · sing otudcnts 

f r r. li' th~ schoLl, i:Jccau '"' c il; '<J'"' ·.:. "f lcu l t Lo a dd :"' <" f' the s' u ~ e ,,.~ ::; . 

A,.. <J rcoul t we were n r goDi '"' ing fr Lm cu~ si de the c la ss r oom " and 

al mo s t getting everybody, e ven non scholars you know; unemployed 

youth , working youth , all, almost everybody you know . 

Around 1 79 all ••• almoet all acti ~ities were organised by COSAS and 

I mean this was really pressurisinq the enemy to . a point that the y 

fel t if they c an l eove UG to go l or on:::ther yeor, tc sec ::m ann11.., l 

con fe:rcnc .... , becm.:ce ··e uere ... hen ' o i1ov~ anotlu;r con "erenc ... , round 

r~av , prr:!L.,.,L 1 'J th<J t is :1ow tl1ey felt they have +c detnin us . 

Ttle <:~rr.1ed activities c;f tl1c ovement , mbot a ge to the enemy'"' ' econo

mic t a rget::; wg ~ :n~en3i fying and this was very ~uch curported by 

the peop l e . So I Lhin~ Lhic i " wh <J ... l ead ~a our detention . 

J F An-~ chen • • • 

End of t a pe . 

Side 0 

A :Jo l·te r e : n rieten'·inn f or 1 ? .,., 1'1c.l half months , beca use !JJ e we r e r e leased 

around ~BJ/June, I ar n ot sure. J us t ••• 

JF Just releafled, net charged, nothing ••• ? 

A ro , it was detention without trial ••• a pure detention . No they did 

not have anytting a gainst us and it was diffic ul t f or them t o ta'(e 

us t o co urt. Als o I t ll in l~ why it W:::J"' r e la t i ve l y oho r t :iiT e s pec ti ve 

of t he allegati ons they had, tha t we were into the Ar· c . 

I think CGSAS was becoming a ••• world known typQ of student organisa

tion, that was formed under thos e conditions which was creating a 

lot o f attrac t ion ; it was c omi n g up an d we we re s ay i ng Ar,C f or ~he 

first ~ime and there w<Js just tr:!o muc 1
1 o~ ..... s..,ure fror1 the 
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A I ~hink they :,ar no orti on but to rele ase us . 

J F And did th a t detenti~n reall y affect you? Did it reall y s care you? 

Was it the first tim e you had been picked up? 

A I t was the first time I was picked up; I wa s neve r sca red a nd th a t 

is why I con ti n ued struggling even afte r my detention to a point that 

unfC"rtunatcly I cr::u clr ' · rtnv nngc:L' in ti.E: ccuntrv after my cld..~n~ioo; 

b c c au ::; e I l!Ja s n r w r; 1 o'"' e 1 y w a • c t1 e d by t 11 e en em y an d I c o u 1 d n ' t do 

anything e f fective , whether above boar d or underg r ound so I ha d to 

l e ave the c ount ry. 

J F So vou l e ft shortly after the detention? 

A No , I left t wo months afte r the r e l ea se fr om de tention . 

J F An d wa s i t o b vi o us th a t y o u td au 1 d go r i g h t t a the A~ C? I me an d i d 

you ••• 

A It wus vr::.rv obviouo, I ncan I had no ant; on; I had no q ... a r.s, I :,,-,rl 
nc q 'e"'~ · on - I ~· s ... said ·,... y~clf ·.•,,re .::; no other organisation 

there is no org anisation frr ~e , to ca r r y on ~y student po l itics and 

I ha d widened my s cope the r e an d I was n ow thinking more of a nation ••• 

on a national basi s t ha just on a small secto r of youth and students . 

As a resuht the only organi ~ atton which cruld prove to me +h~t they 

can accomoda ~e my 1~e 1 ~,...Is t1Hm, 3'"' iJH:! A~ C. I uuto'Tiatir:.., l ly just 

cume out ;:md joi ned ·~lle ~~'C. 

JF Was · ... a d ' f'firtil.t ~11 · r.., '·r> leave L;1e counLry? 'Lias iJ.; scarrv or just 

sayirg goodbye to your ~ a rents? We r e you ab l e to even te l l then you 

were l ea ving? 

A r1o I wa s not a b l e to tEll th em - I just left, like I am just QOing to 

town and c omi n g back an d it wa s ve r y di ffi cu l t to lea ve the country . 

It was under difficu l t conditions ; I rean i+ i~ not a lLqal thinq , 

JF 

i' ;r :llcga l and ynu have to ha ve so rn a ny cont acts to l ea ve the 

count r y whi ch i s not a ve r y e as y thing be ca us e peop l e are scared . 

They do nat know who is working for the enemy , wh o i s doin g to 

i den ti f y the spoor s and the pecp l e and it is just a diffi cu l t thing . 

~tJould-
When you came out then you nay vou ucre cor pL .. '.ely non rac i ., , 'J:L' 

1n' 



In+crv i n J: J:::JC 1'iC 

JF are you ,.. . ; 1 eva v ng th<Jt? I m"on wo ) ~ y!:' u have '"'till 'eE!n 

su,..'"'· c- ouo cl every white, or rl ' .-1 y u r.:.nd tll :J ~ Llle M'C had u.1.:. .. c 

!:'l e f , ~ a 11 d d i d ·. 11 a ·· sur p r i s e J u ':' Co u 1 d y o u t e 11 m e a b .i t a lJ o u t 
th a t? 

A Ever oince my involvement in CC~AS , f or me since its inception , 

for me its constitution which wa s dr awn i n my presence, as a per~on 

who fully part icip a ted in its formation anyway , I never had prob

lemsw ~~~t es because we were a non racial organioati~n. F:ror, ~he 
on et , ro tl1 a ~ w:Jo a :real .... ,...,1 1 ~"' roi.Jlem lcr me oolv • 

•a"' ;n ' 7G th:::J ... 'hai; guy ~;~ ,t ~ad to you , 

A It W3. 1 '"'r.g •• CG3t\S W3C fcr.med ye::uo "'f ter tl1o L and •• •• 

JF And L<JIH'm you ulere in G.f\ . rl; rj yru have any CXPL.:: j r.nceo •• ju,..· I •• j f 

you could ju,..~ t nl' a I..Ji'- a ~uu ' · ~' ra~·Lle n'"'n rRc.iAli,..m cJrn r- n ' t 111ean 

you ha' 2 '-:J '·ove any con~ a cL l! l.it:, w11iteo. l a ;!J" i' juGt •• r R yl.J~ ii; 

~ ,..'11 ; ~ r·e :.o dt•t:>Jl on i'. !V'ayi..Je tt just me al1'3 you accep::; any 

one finiDhed. 

If you had •• • 
Out I a~ juot wondering , in practic e , what that me ant. 

A In practice , to be objective , we s h ouldn't . be very ~ubjective; since 

whites are not very much involved at home , even.if they ue we are 

not otaying wi th thel7' ; Ltle don ' t know what ~Y do , we don ' t knot.ll LJJho 

they ore; tt.l2 clQn ' J; ''nO t·J 1o1h cre Ll1cy ccmc from and tic very dilf'j

,..., J "" to knot•J .._:"1 c' l y t•h y Lhi ~ "'"':i:'EH'n had ~u ... ~ sc a rtcd/ciecided Lo 
join L 11 e m o v err. e r. ~ • And nn:. ,...,, ly cne 1..r.1 uld be cu s plciouG , eve!"' if I 

3,.., tl1e Ar'r: . I t is unlike wh cm I meet somebody African whom I can be 

a ble to say, wh o was my nei ghbour or somethingsomebody el ~ e know and 

I can easily able t o tell/ identify and trace his history back . And 

as we say becau se we are developed by that system i t is net a thing 

which is just immediately gc "ng to he erDdicated fran our m' ndo. 

8uL , beinc ~usricirus , you ca n be auspicious t o black or white but 

a s I ~ it is more on the white side than black but it doesn ' t me an 

that the en emy is always white. We always ••• I me a n we al so h a ve 

black people who are ene~y . But this problem of getting rid of 

apartheid beliefs in you, also o o a pernon, os c:m jndividt•al i ... r.at 

on e:::oy thing . 
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In Lerv LJ C!LJ : ac'' e 

JF C:;~n y"u ra .. cmLEJr t;.thun ') OL' ,... . r ... · hc '"' :.d of f'ondo 1 a n J the 1\,,C? :nn 

yc• even rem a .liJc:.? 

I+ ~ ~ aro~nd 197G , 1
. ~ 

' . 

.:F SoiL LJ;JO no·: before t.ha ' Llwt you l1ad lleord? 

A r1c, I Ltli::IO very hi n dered t o know an~··:hing abou t thot . I no on thE? nomE? 

:t i~ lnng in me but it did not ~eo n anything to me . I on l y me an t 

someth jn g after 7G, af ter I wa~ invo l ved , af ter I war, tra ined po l iti 

cally and my awareness. Als o I was nort of developing further . 

JF Can you remember when you firs ~ heard o f L.ke u:i:'<Jm Fisher cr JoE? 

Slovo? 

A 'h 'l , i L i c; a r o u n d ·~ h t time a 1 r a - a 11 L h C! s E? r a r 2 n G t o :. L e d L o n e a n 

aome~hing ~a me .:.n essence euound ~1112 t.:.me tt~hcn I wa c involved ••• 

JF But I am juct ttl ondcr.:.a~] ~hA· . • • • did Y'"'L' ha ve a r y reActio n , do you eve r 

re~o~ber someone oaying, look there are people who died , or those 

people who were invo l ved in ~V.' I me an wa s •• th a t th a t wou ld have 

been a surprise to you or any thin Q? Just wondering if you remem ber 

when peop le were speaking about it? Oecause now in S. A. if you go 

to meeti ng s people are shouJ.;ing Slovo , ,..,, 1 "':he time, bt·J· n'1Vi'"'U "'l 1J 

t:1ey ::Jre ci1outing Tambo , !. <=1 ~ ' -1;::: nnre U" '- c:lE!'J Jo evE?n ~ ., y Slovo , 

i.Jec ouwe he i '"" on the ••• inv., l v~c.J uit '1 ''\' . And I ., r:1 jus'· '''1'lr.lering if 

yo 1 rer.1enber llav· ng or Ll1.:.rd.ing ~lHHe .:.c a t·•i1.:..t.e mon .:.r1 , ""Jd? 

A Ac I oay I c' r ' ~ rcme, be:. hov.:.ng pr:ob l cm '"' becauce I inmodiately was 

in ~!lo handc L f ~he Af ::::: , from my very fire ~ :; · "le 111hen I was involved . 

So immcdi a ~E?lJ, ~ccauc8 I was p re pa red to learn, I wao intrrosted i n 

po l itics and f ortuna tely I fe~ into t he r ight hands from the onset . 

So real ly I di d not have problems. 

I was actually asking myself that but you know what kind of ward a 

are th e se . Didn ' t they • • • weren ' t the y g~ing the oame sort o f 

opportunities, that every u~ller ttJhi tr.? ~ .... gel.;ting. It LtlDO '"" urnri sing 

•.; o me • T n me i t w o"' "' urn a t h.:. n g o u ~ c. f L 11 e or d .i.., a r y w h.:. c ll , v C" u know in 

the c on ~r 7 wao ••• sort c f encouraging me to say • • • I me an if people 

who a re not su ff e r ing , becau~e then I be l ieved they we r e not s u ffering, 

I didn ' t have much politics to know that we a r e a l l suffering , it is 

just a few poeple who are not, can be 1·nvolve d so t1.1hy can' t I. 

190 
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Interview : JQckie 

JF Do you •• • can ycu jus~ t 11 

in :Jet,.. Jan<J? 

e ab ut Rotsuana ard Lila ...,acont even+ 

f.\ I mu'"'t ~'"'BV iL •••• ~ -c · o c very di~ ..... j .... u 1 ' '·bing i.Jut anyway, c ' cnc I 

I was in '·iH! r.1 ovem en t, an I t,Ja"', it was deci c.ie~ ~hot I uork fror. 

Bc::ct·J::m<J, l'ke D"T' IJ~hEJr CC'mi'nc.ic"' In~~ oorried , Loa cmn"'a•1c t.JJhor. 

I rc..' ~uc yea::q ba,..l~ , i.Ju~ anyt.lla~· ue i:lrried, ~uc yearo aft r wn 

~!1c 1 1·~11 Doccr.ber, only ~o i.Je 8 l·lid .... w on ~h- 1 1·~h ofJ.oy because 
ttn"" he tl.las pc~rol bor:bed. r1y l1usband ' s nane wac Rogero 'Jen an l)adima. 

l~adi meano sonisun. And he was petrol bonbC!d ; I mean he was 

bombed , c a r bomb ed, in Gaberone and we think because we we r e a l ways 

using the car , both of us . It was directed to both of us but un-

fortunately I dUsyed and i~ on ly affected hir.~ . 

1121 1, <JC lw usually cloeo, every morn.:.ng he use~ start ~he c ar 

r:r,..~, warm it and then I come. So that is how it happened that day. 

Well we had an appointment to see somebody at about 9 .30 , a t 20 to 10 

we decid e d it was too late for him t o wai t , he c an r ather QO , rush 

and I follow him and unfortUEmely a few minutes after I heard this 

explosion. ltlell I jumped, li'.e or.y ether onrrcn i.Jut I didn ' ~ 8"''30-

... he iH1use ag<Jin. nccau "e I didn ' t ascociate it with me at ~11 • 

So the oecond tir.Je somei.Joc.ly ruched into the ho•J"''"' -::~nd r:;ai d to ,..,e 

it is your ilucband anrl oc :. junped r-••'· , anL~ a"' I a,, rc..aciled 'he r-,:

U: t.l.l o s • • • .:. n v e r v . r.1 an v pi e r-: e s , ~ h ~ -r C! 'J"F'" n c bo'"' y , ~ il e I' e u a,.. n c. ~hi n g 

ti1ey cr"lQ find, til<Jr..., Wlr::: nC" L~ar~. .....ut I cuulr!n' t !:'"'c> an;tiling 

b 2 r m T c an 1- 2.,... en "L 1 y I ~ u n ~ c c J 1 a~ s c rJ LJ C! fur e I c au 1 d rea c ll t ll at pi e c e 

o f flesh which I saw on thC! nain road. Out otherwise after that 

I was taken to hQspital and when we buried him the r e wa s reall y 

n o thin g , nothing, like I mean I can' t describe what I saw. There 

was nothing ; I can ' t say I saw this part of the body. 

JF And what wont through y£Jur mind <JS to who didhruc respcns::.ble? 

.'l. Gl.Jviausly I knew i J.; wa .... tfto r.f.\ cnc11y h~ t cqu::a.Js uilo h a s done i.;r .. ...,+. 

J 

Nol.Joc.iv cl"<: 1t.1ould do ii.;. m~~n I c n' t ~t.'"'' ; mag ra ny nt~1c1 •· 

r::erscn .. J ..... i rg that;. We "' rc in 'l1c stri'T;L .. t;Jr rJ we '/new t·Jilat can 

llnppen atony L.:.me . We coTilmittr:?c.i ourr.._ lu ~"", ·~h.:.o is wi1:::i: •1e mean 

b ~· "3 8 c r i f .i c e • Ti1at io just :.uiHJt I .irrr.a~d . <J''"' l y -~l1ougl1i: could have 

lloppr:mod to my husband . 

And does for moot people, th 8 y would respond toL
3

11 y , tC"t ally on a 
··z45 
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Inte r view ! Jac kie 

JF perconal level t o t ha t , doe s you po l it ics he l p you deal with it? 

A 

I maan h a ve you ••• '1 re the r e things ti1 a t you thin '~ :J iloui; ti HJ t hel p 

you deal ui til ''1T' , · h t h ava l..o c!o ui th I} u r cumni ~ .ent? J uo" to 

dea l ui~ll ti1e gri e f , t• i'h unoernt anding ilat haE p:Jph cned? 

I '"'upr coc , ~ "' ·· i t ::. o nc.L :J v a ry s imf.J l e ti1 i ng ~o unde r st an d. Ev _n 

i f ona ic pc li t ical , one al o9 ha s feelings and i t goes a ve r y l ong 

wa y to pr ove you r c ommitment , your deep un der st andi ng to wh a t you 

are sayin g , because without this type of commitment, one can never 

accept seein g p ieces of a person th r own al l over . 

JF And the attack on Botswana a month later? 

A Ja, well ~hat is what I hear d. I uoo gon e out of Boi;ounn :J then 

and unfortun ,., te l y ~!ley r:Jidacl ond agai n tiH:!V ht~ ... erne o f cur rccnn 

where u a wera ~ l ccn' r.g • 

.• :,era li.Ja werG n'!:: "' y .:. ] li: L' ..., u~a t•JC '-rtJ•J -L hey con •• ony l:ime •• can ha ppen 

on y tin a. An d w n f ort un o-~-- e 1 y t 11 e y hi t •• "· h a+ j s wh.c r e they 11 i t t wo 

Bot s wana gi rls , in t h oe b ac~ r oom s and 1 h ether peop l e . I ~ean 12 

oth e r:;; , 6 of whom we r e our com ro deo , ar1rj C .., r e diffE!rant people . 

Som odi , !;here , Bo·i; .... •l ;Jna, Ba sotc. oncl r-:ome c i1iltircn , t " O chi l dren • 

.Jf" So jL•"' "" i;he f .i.r1 ~l thing , are you c n 1 .:. 11[; i; r, "" ~ i;haL e.xperi.en r - , wou l d 

th u i: E '< ;-'~J r it>n l' e r a''2 you biLt.er? A" .. · ::m ycne cr •• t• i1 t har- i t dcne 

~ o y o u do y o u t !1 i n k? 

A Ac t ually I muot say tha t thic E!Xperience has ha rdened me ; it ha s 

made me more ang r y , it has a ctuall y made me doub l e my effo r t s and 
my involvment and as a result I at.ro~o~ y feel that ilietever I do 

I will be doing it f o r both of us. For as long as we h aven ' t •• • • 

liberat e d ou r c oun t r y , I t hi nk the l.~ l \' hJG y for rna to do not• • :J to 

br ing ~he move~ ent t o be disgrunt l ed; h e wo uld be very dio appointed 

if I cou l d do th a t and I think the on l y wa y , sin c e he di ed , wh en 

I had l oved h t m very much; the only wav that I can prove my love to 

him is t o b e as in vo l ved as I ca n . That i s why ev e n if •• even now 

I am here irespective of th e fact that it i"" cnly 2 mon t l1s a fter hi'" 

daat h ontl- hovE! neyE!r c<: · ...; T lli1 r110urni ng . T 112nt ·~o ' 'E. , : cvc ti1ol: 

rr.v f'1 (1 ••rning . ,. 11 'Je , you '·nou rea l ; "'C r cc~~·l ' ... vnd f1f1 :..~cc · <:~ed by 
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I nterview : J3ckie 

!\ I knf'"jj that it crL• l ' happen , ; ~ con happen to me or anyl.Judv pro~ssi ve 

/ -in this world. 

A + T l•thpi;hQr I r:1011rn !"lOW ~he nd we canna ........ me 'Jn ••• . ~ _ .; . or I r.~ourn Lomorrow u 

foct io I om not going to ctcp QOurning unLil we take 8ver that 

country. 

End of in"L8rview : 2 ::; 1, 


