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Interview leJd.a 

JF I can ask you first coz you Hanted to get going. Do you mind giving me 

a bit of time Just , you heard the statement that ~elda ade about non 

racialism , about blacks and ,iliites together , is that something that is 

new for you? id you ~row up in cominr to feel anti white and then chan
c!ri:L 

ging. Jid you go through a stage of being black conscioue"anti white 

at all'? 

A Mmmhmm . i.ell , I do say with frankness that the ntages of •• is a r.rocess 

of growth . It was a liberation. 1here isn't •• ! wouldn ' t claim none BC 

in me becau~e my motivations are black conscious . But I ' ve got a room 

I have to tr~nscend and grow and find that there need of S . A. teacher 

can never be isola ted to bln.cks only. There are .. .,hi te South Africans 

>.,ihO are concerned , \.,rho \'lant to be liv~ng a j..s t life in S . A. 

Therefore we are not sayinG to our .sisters in white constituency that 

they can just be there by themselves alone . If there is a room like 

the UDF is a forum for all ; it embraces every relevant democratice 

aspiration both of any colour and any language in the struggle but \·Ie 

suy \·le have constituencies ; the >.,ihi te must mobilise the .,.,h.;_tes because 

afteral the oppressor is al~o needing a liberation. He is inhuman by 

opprQ~ng somebody. 

Co in fact we , if we could sincerely say the person who is most oppressed 

is the person \ofb..g is the oppressor . 

JF How did you come to that. You didn ' t get that from the days of Black 

Consciousness. How did you come to that poi nt of view? 

A As I said , a growth •• . liberation struggle is a process of growth. It has 

its stages . Until such time tha t we ure today finding ourselves under 

the umbrella of UDF. 

JF And do you think it ' s useful to • • • do you think that even ffie asking you 

is it at all useful , do you think it ' s i ~~ortant to talk about the non 

r acial aspect of the str~ggle? Or do you think that it ' s just a minor 

part or tow do you feel about somebody asking you about the role of 

'..:hi tes and. nonracialsim~ 

A Well , m ybe you are askine for the sake of knowing what is our position 

within the country of 'ltha t bhe vthi tes ought to be doing. But on the 

other hand I \/Ouldn ' t totally know 'lthe. ther you are just asking for 

interest sake or you are saying to us vrhat 'ilill be the v;hi tes are doing 

74 



Page 2 

A in the str uggle of ••• r~ybe in the future of S . A. of whi ch ~e t this 

~omert I haven ' t no ans~er ~or it . The future of S . A. depends on its •• 

ho• its been liberated. 

JF Is that something that you ftnd that people agree with you about? Do you 

ever see bluck peopl e , maybe youne; peo:-le that you ' re involved Hi th \lhO 

say come on how ca n you vmnt to v;o rk with \·Thites, you know look a t \-Jhat 

they have done to us? Do you get that from blacks who say they don ' t 

support non r c:ci.alism'? 

A fell , non ra~i~lism is an inst itute that at any given s ituations in v . A. 

- v1e h<.<ve ::-eople ~:;ho are BC . \le have no room for white constituencies , 

I me.:tn . And we have people who say men \ve can. There is still room. 

JF And do you feel that it ' s important ••• I ' m jus t wondering if you ever had 

encounters with peonle who sny look, T just can 't support thqt ; I just 

ca n ' t see how you can \-Jork with Hhi tes? Do you try to a rgue tha~ • Eave 

you had any ki~d of interaction or have you seen younger people r ow 

3nd change their point of view in this regard 

A Yer; , \le insist on that tha t every ••• the base , the foundation of our 

struggle is really to identify ourselves as b1ack people and growing as 

a nation and then as l·Je say v1hen vte have kind c£- .rea ched a certain 

stage 1;1e see the room of that •• it ' s not something we can bla.nket that we 

can •• ! don ' t know how to express myself but you grow to accept that 

vrhi tes are there, some of them there for life and they are part of S . A. 

But as I say it will depend on those peoples own attitudes to whais what 

they arc actually fighting for with us . I yabe if I can divert your ques

tion a nd say are they fighting for one party government or something 

of that nature ; it \"il2 come from them really whe ther they accept what 

"'e qre fi ghting from the!"' . Like the Freedom Charter. That is our 

vision a nd our goal , for ~ •• 

J F \/here were you born and what year? 

A I was born in ' 35 in Petersburg a nd grew up in SoHeto . 

JF And if you don ' t want to answer this you don ' t have to : I ' m interested 

to know did your court case cha nge things for you7 Did you find that 

people in your church or people around you treated you at all differently 

because of that? 
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· Interview : <'elda 

I 

A No , not so much. I don ' t kno-v: what my church is thinking much . Thats 

very supportive but it was supportive throughout my trial I must say 

that . And maybe in rny O\in community I cuess , speak up about my ovm 

community Hith the sisters that's \·!ho I ' m living with , found them so 

much grown up in awareness of their situation in S •• that anything 

h ppening to me novr I think they are part of me . 

JF So through the trial they grew also? 

A Mmm. Just as I Grew , so they grew. 

JF Did you expect to get a sentence? \Jere you worried about that Did you 

get a sense that you really had to steal yourself for get ting a harsh 

sentence? Or didn ' t you think about it? 

A No , I didn ' t even think about it , really . I •• as I always say it's part 

"l.nd parcel of beine; what you are in understanding of what you are ••• 

vowed your life for as a nun you know. It ' s a break away •• in fact it ' s 

a qui te a break a\·lay from double ... ·ersonali ties of betng traditionally 

trained and being relevant to what it is happening today in d . A. 

JF Hlright thank:; a lot . 

t:ow in our struggle for non racial demcxracy lead by the working class 

is the strongest force , the leading force in our struggle for a national 

democ ••• democracy. J e need all the support we get . And I would •• I 

feel personally that there is room for whites in our struggle . The 

problem lies in realising those objectives . 

lhat does non racialism mean in S . A • . Pow we understand that for 

whites \vho have always been in a superior position , they have always 

been the masters , to now make a complete about turn and say we are 

part of you , we have the same objectives and we want to achieve that , 

is difficul~ and at times we do find that whites wunt to take over1 

they want to play a leading role but I t.ink it ' s up to the op~ressed 

majority to dictate the terms and I strongly feel that we have whites 

that have made outstanding contributions to our struggle ; that have 

made lots of sacrifices. There are examples of that , 1 don ' t need to 

mention it but we do have •• at times there are indications of whites 

dominating this s c ene . But it ' s up to the prorressive forces, the 

progressive movement to jump in and say look , this should be your role . 
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Interview : 2eld..a. 

A Now I can understand the frustrations of ~·1hi tes in playing a supporta

tive role 7 being in the background , doing research etc . It is frustra

ting , they want to ge t out ~nd s~y we are here, this is what we want to 

do but I think it ' s a matter of s:r~tegics and tactics and for eg . there 

are lots of isr;ues that v:hi tes C<Jn get involved in. And it'c not always 

an easy task. It's not alv ys eaoy to convince the oppreosor that they 

are wrong and it ' s probably the most difficult task if you say that 

treir task duuld be to mobili.se \·rhi tes - how exactly do you go about 

that. You a re shunned at every corr.er you turn around and it ' s very 

ter.p;ing for them to \-lant to go and org~ nise and mobilise the oppressed 

communities but that is our task . 

The black South Afric,ns to do that . So I wo~ld say that we believe in 

the non raci'll democratic ..> . A.-that is Hhat we are fighting for; t ose 

are the principals al ong which '"e orcanise . 

I do admit that there are ~roblems at times in trying to realise our 

objectives and that it is difficult for \oThites to play the nupportive 

role . Bvt I think just to sum up , thRt it is the task of the oppressed 

majority to dictate those terms in which whites would be involved. 

JF 'ould you ever have made a statement like that five years a ·o> 

A Definitely not . I think the basis of ... for blBc'lcs, the basis of the in

volvment are elementary consciousness or ~olitic ~l awareness is that 

of black consci ousness but I think that ~oing beyond that at a higher 

stage , or higher level of consciousness, ·1hich I would like to believe 

we a re ?tat this staee in our •• in S • .fl. . o.nd I think that is probc.bly 

seen throu~the support for the UDF. There are people who have ••• a re 

still at the level of BC who would say there is no room for whites . 

But fortunately at this stage they are in the minority . 

The UDF in ;:, .R.. is t oday a hou.sehold name and :people knm-1 ••• knovling 

what the Froht is all about, that it allows for whites to :participate. 

There are lots of ',\•hi te or1:5u.nisations like Black Sash for eg . It is 

largely • • organiseD in the \o:hi te const i t11encies that are affiliated and 

people do not have problems with that . 

JF I guess ( j, ) v1hat I ' m interested in is it seems a bit easy to say 

well, we move past BC and I ' m interested to kno~ how you ••• why you 

said you Houldn ' t have said that five years a~~)how you could say it 

now. I'm al~o •• • 

222 



-age 5 

I nterview : 2.e.\d.o-

A Ho~· you make that move . It ' s very difficult a ctu-lly . I think its 

very difficult to distingui:!>h beh1een the two . But : mean to experience 

per s onally my belief is the oppres or is the main educator of the people . 

I mean you find everybody is •• ~rom the black oppressed pe ople they first 

••• I mean ttier first feel ine is we are oppressed and who is oppress ing 

us? 'he \Jhi tes a re oppressi ng us and tha t ' s a kind of feel ing that ' s •• 

implanted into eve rybody especially the people Hho a re i n not •• \1/ho are 

not in organisations . 

And then I think for me I only started to outsrow that vrhen I joined the 

oreani sation and then realised , being politicised by the seniors , that 

no , there are some other whites uho are also oppressed because of their 

situat ion \·le are li vine:- under in ..) • ... . So these v1hi tes would like to 

take part in a •• our Rtr ~gle and then if we have got an at titude of 

"''lying \-Te a re the only pc oDl e \/ho a re oppressed as black , ria-ht He a re 

oppressed as blacks but becR.Se of the ••• T mean the vthi tes would like to 

participate too , to solve tilei r ci tuation. 

And bec'"''-tsc there i s e, lot they can do in trei r cor.1muni ties , I me"n more 

than researchinr and that and that and information but there is a lot they 

can do to contribute to our str uegle i n the ir own communities . Like not 

even going out by starting from their o·.m homes , because this is happen

ing ; in fac t frequently like you ' 11 find a \!hi te \loman v:ho is involved 

outside but v;hen you go and visit her you ' ll find that she ' s doine the 

very same thing that she is pr eaching outside , ~ik~ p~o1le mustn ' t be 

exploited but she has p.;ot a ~:laid ; "he doesn ' t reCOfSnise this maid as a 

person who is oppressPd , that she ' s preaching about outside he r home ; so 

from there I think thej can start f r om their own homes , into thei r ov·n 

co~munities and then into the br oad struggle . 

I think that that wo 1 ld help our • • • their contribution \-Jould help our 

str uggle , very much . 

J F ~ · n interested i n any story you can tell 1P : Have you ever confronted 

a v1hi te per son a~d said hey , ho\1 can you be like this •Jhen you ' re oppres

sin your mai d or have you ever had any ex.erience like that? 

A \IP uo through that experience every day. As I ~ay the problem is real i 

cir- tho.;c objectives . • ometimes , qu i te often whites do over step the 

mark and as I sai d because they a r e used to being t he maste r s they f eel 

that it i s their ri ght to •• or just • • should be in f r ont . hey shoul d 

actually be tellin~ say ior eg. they are involved i n recearch so get wh i t e 

wo~an ce tting together and -v;ri ting ctories about black womo.n \!i thout even 
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Intervievl : \..U)~ <;? 

A realising ~at it ' ~ the blacks themselves , even the strug le iu •• n 

educative ex erience , that if you ' re saying that •~e should shnre \·lith 

people our knowledge , our ex_erience and it ' s a training process as 

Hell. So I \o~ould imagine that if Hhi te \voman do have Guch an idea or 

wn•1t to get .together a book on blnck women , to involve crass rootG 

women in that process . ~hey could Dhow peo~le how books are written for 

eg. It 1 s not only the task of \'lhi tes . 

So quite often one is tempted to s y look , I think you ' re bein~ oppro

tunistic or over stpping the m~rk . And it ' c very diffictlt for them to 

accept that if they haven ' t actunlly Harked throueh th~t . Also more 

partic~y if they haven ' t eot class consciousness to ident ify those 

objectives and also to work through thorO'•t;hly what their role is . I 

don ' t think as yet or that I know of v1here "rhites actually got t~ther 

and \vorked th r ough ilhat exactly thier role as v:hi tes sho·1ld be and how 

even involved in non racinl organisations doesn ' t ••• we cnn ' t just make 

assumptions about how v1hi tes ca- go out and orP"anise in black communi t i es . 

But actually how they can re~lise tLose mbjectives in their organisati ons. 

JF Can you both tell me a bit for the )t>Ople I have been .... "l 

A 

JF 

Ok . I was born~~n~9~~ies River . ,nd then in 1960 I moved Nyanga , the 

squatters Hyanga and from 1969 we were moved to Guguletu ; GO I grew up 

between yanga and Guguletu , Cape IoHn. 

You knovr I spent e long interviev/ with Vester yesterday and she alF.o 

"rew up in a u.ixed area and then was moved to 1 d.., 7 .. oor ge . • Is that some-

thing that affects your consciousness ; to grow up \'lith •• or Has Elsies 

River then all. :,fric<>r? 

A ~o , Elsies R was a mixed area even then. 

JF Do you remember as a little girl growing up there? Was that a factor in 

you at all to h ve gro\m up \oii th people of different races and suddenly 

have to be in one area? 

A Ya , I think it has some affect beca se I remember when I was yount , t hough 

we moved at •• befor~~ Has 10 years oi d when we went to ~yunga , b· t already 

we were schoolin& together and then we were ~ot looking at our coloured 

siste!"!! as people ivho are far a\·Tay . You v'ere living vli th them in the house 

some of them and the neishbours were schooling together and evPrything and 
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Intervie\v 

A it was very difficult for un . It wan a bad ex ericnce in fact when we 

moved to Nyanc-a because io'e ucre still schooli ng in lsies i ve r . So ~·Je 

had t r avel by bus. But already , I mean there was that indoctr inati on 

that no'" ·111 of a sudden \'lhcn coloured gi rls ·.:ere seeing us they would 

remar k ' ie elle k.,ffirs ' or so , but I am sure those uer~~thc peopl e 

who were livi ng in Ehi.e> - ue usually meet them in the bus or whatever . 

Jr And after that \'lhat a bout you r fami l y , your b··ckr r ound" ere your rqr ents 

oli ticul peopl e at all ? Did they i nfluence you or were they more conser

vative than you or what? 

A Ja. I think f r oc my father' s aide my father was involved in •• i n fqc t he 

resisted tne recova~s from Elsies to Nyanga but at the end he was moved 

to Nyanga and then in I.yan a ••• then the ANC \'.'US ctill unbanned and he \'las 

involved in AIC , ~ore in the Sforts ~ide , like rueby . He was one of the 

people 1t1ho formed the Fly Eaglen v1hich Here the Youth wine; of the ANC 

like the rugby and.. soccer and everything. So in a way he \iaS involved. 

JF And your mother? 

A .o , n y other was never effectively involved thou h she understands v:hat 

'a..:> .l"ppening and she is the kind of person viho in gi vin us a lot of 

support , even nou . If anything can happen to me I know ehe ' s ther e to 

take care of my kids and everything . he ' s giving us a lot of su~~ort . 

JF So she never \rould say look , this will ~et you into jail? 

A ~o , no , no she would never say that . 

JF hrat about \·rnen they sec you moving Ht t h v1hite peopl e that are not idrican 

•ro·le; do they ever • • • would anyone from your family in years past ever 

have said look v~at are you doing , you c n ' t t r ust those peonle 

tncy always non racial or do you think they have moved? 

Here 

A I.o , I think because of my fathers influenc e ; I mean my family were fortu

nate in that 1. y farJily h s been r~n racial because I remember fror- the 

early age when I join up organisation , it Has a funny thing for them if 

I bring any v1h i te friend or \'lhat evPr , it wasn ' t funny for them . But ja 

it ~~u~ di "'ferer>t for the nei 0 hbourn - they would con1ment . 

the ~· ily itself was no problem. 

JF And did you go to university or to \·:ork or 1;1hat did you do? 
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Interview 

JF From aftAr school? 

A No , I \•ent str aight after form 5 to work. 

JF In what area? \/hat did you do? 

A ly fi r st area was a machininct in one factory ~nd then that ' s the only 

kind of job I ' ve done . Then I moved into the community work - I ' m stil l 

doins now . 

JF With nited .omen ' s OrGanisation? 

A Ja , b t I am working at a resource>Zake- it is a resource organisation 

\1hich \YOrks closeYly Hith all the se orr 'lisc3tions , DF , UWO , .nd civic . 

JF .hat is itcalled a, ain 

A ZAI~HE . 

JF lhat doe~ that mean 

A It's to build yourself , its a Xhosa name , to build yourself . 

JF e re you ever a member of a union? 

A ~-ot really. T ' m just hel ping vii th S . A. Allied \vor kers Union but I \·:as 

never a member of a union. 

JF Did you ever ihink of ge tting involved with the unions or \:as that just 

not some thing that attracted you as much as c omt unity •wrk? Or \:rat 

A I!o I think; , "linly because my belief is l'eo le ~ino r.'IUst be involved with 

tra de unions , a re pe ople \lho ' ve go t that experience . They have been 

.,.,orkers , th y ha ve bee!1 exploited froo \IOrk and then t;;r0\1 up from thei r 

exploitation and be able to lead workers . So I ' m sure •• I mean though 

I m interested , like mainly if I ' m helping unions like I ' m helping at the 

moment·, if I h a ve got time I am help iP[" \·;i th the admin side of it . Jt. t 

not as a organiser to go out to \·:orl-ers . 

Becaus e \ilien I work in the f ctory there was n o union - then there was 

no union so I •·;as never really involved in them . 

7i71 



Page 9 

Intervie\oJ ;OFf 

JF No\/ since v·e're the sar.:e age I can \:ork out that in •• at the time of BC 

vms quite active you \'lere in your b1enties s· y, uas that the tir:e you 

also got attracted to black consciousness? 

A I think so , beca se in the •• w s it seventies? I think there was AJASO 

in C. T. I \oTasOtin a •• ctive member of it but my elder sister was an 

active member of SASO . I was never •• I mean I was •• never beloneed to 

a BC organisation. 

JF I ' m r,uaing this issue a bit but can you tell me any concrete details 

about how you actually came to move from being ••• to the non racial 

stance? !iS it a very slo·1 :process . Or \·!aS there ever a vlhi te person 

you met nr q black ~erson who talked to you about what the way the 

ANC was , \iliat its ;olicies ~ere or the history of ~ . A . anything abou t 

that ••• would have been ••• 

A No I think ••• as f~r as A!C i s concerned the only eiucation I got from it 

is throush books ; to readin their books and all th~t . But no , as I 

said I never belonr;ed to any orgf!niF>otion before I joined lJWO. V./0 \-/U.S 

my first or•-nisation because in ' 76 when they were uprisin• , vhen I 

was just involved but then ue didn ' t have an ideolo8y really; we Here 

just fightin- the oppree or and then fr"m then I ~ent straight to work 

and then it ' s only '.lhen I joined UWO that at least I hc.d an ideology. 

JF And how did you get into UWO? hat _rompted you to join them? 

A I.ot really . I 'tTaS a Homan and then here \·!as a womens ore;qnisation - I 

realised I ·a m not a student anymore and then because of my involvement 

I vias lookinr for someihing that I can be involved in , constructively. 

And then here was a non racial warrens orgqnisation and then I joined and 

nobody •• in fact I \lent out to check if there are any women organisations . 

JF Ar e you married? 

A Married and divorced . 

JF You have hov1 many kids? 

A two kids ; a 14year old and a four year old . 

JF Can I ask you a bit about \·.rhere you '>Jere born and just the same kind 

of thing? 405 
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Interv ie>t/ 

A I was born in . •ai tlan end then I think the same year I \·'aD born - it 

\.,~s 1961 , we moved to ~ointeville which is a coloured tovmship and 

it is Hhere I grew up until Std , 8. Sir.ce then I have been moving it up. 

I would say that as a child I had a very basic politic l consciousness 

and that was beca~se of the conditions. I could never •• I always used 

to question my mother why does she hPve to pr~y rent every month to the 

City Council , \'ho doesn 1 t improve the conditions that every year the 

rent goes up? and by the time we F'Y after five years the house has been 

p dd for , Hhy do 1·1e aluays have to increase the rent? 

Those \•Tere issues that ah1ays puzzled me and r:ty mother in fact cautioned 

me and all I remenber was that at fourth standard she said I apuldn ' t 

further my edtc~tion beyond Std . 8 because . ' m going to land into trouble . 

I must soy she w s ~orrect. 

~ndard 7 that w~s in 1976 and our school - I attended Bount iful nigh -

it was the first coloured school that came out in boycott and I think 

that was the first time I could vet vent to my politica l frustrations 

and actvally , and to my emotions ~s well . It was very gut level reeponse . 

I \!aS extrer ely emotional about the issue and I c n remembe r sin-- ing 

' Now Azania we will set you free '. 

But f r om there Standerd •• well I schooled then in Jo'berg "'or a fev1 months 
';> 

~nd then I came b~ck to C.T. I couldn ' t at te nd Bounty l i·h because my 

subjects c' anged and I vrent to Kingston High and there I got involved 

w~th other women and we used to just discuss things at that stp~e I was 

very excited about the Chinese ~-evolution. I used to fant•sise about 

coing to China one day and stowing away in a boat ; those were our dreams. 

And mm there I went to •• I rna. triculated in 1 69 and we noved (when \-ras 

that ) in •7a . And I went to university at U\.C (Wes tern Cape) and it 
• was there that I met other earle ~orho have been involved in the ' 70s 

who came from the unity movement , BC Hover.1ent - they auere activily 

involved in SASO and the Uni ty movement . We started having discusnions 

on the S . A· struvgle, the u.A . reality Pnd then I was exposed to litera

tJre and I started reading . And I th i nk it was rny change from a very 

gut level enotion~l response and identifying vith the BC tfovement that 

sense on an emotional level on campus was a time that I actually h.,d a 

chance to \·Jork thro 1gh these is..,ues : \lhat is ours.~ . reality • 

And in discussing with other people and tracinc our history and we looked 

at the history of •• as being one of a nonracial ••• struggle and various 

people involved in it looked at the ANC and what its aims and objectives 
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Intervie\'1 

A are . .e looked at the coloured peoole organisation and the COD and what 

contributions they made . And also the major impact I think that actuall y 

~ade me change in terms of my ideas and developing ideology was looking 

at our histeric~l roots and tracing back the history of resistance and 

seeing where people <>ctt.9.lly found themselves . \as it only blacks that 

\-Je re. involved - t· .ere \·/ere coloureds for eg . and Indians and whites . 

e found that ••• peopl e actu lly were involved in different organisat ions 

and t~e •• what had the ereatest impact on me was the Congress Alliance 

and also the formation of the Freedom Ch3.rter and \vha t it stands for . 

nd I think~r ~any of us that now find ourselves in •• or that supports 

the non racial stru:gle , 1on racialism rather in our struggle are people 

that would identify with the Freedom Charter as well . I think it goes 

side by side . 

I would say that ••• I CDP understand the feelings of people that claim to 

be B C in saying there ' s no role for whites but I would s a y that they still 

have to go beyond that . 

Also just to add in terms of my ••• f~mily background , in 1987 , was •Ba, 
I was detained for 5 months . Ly 1 rents, mother corr.ing f r om ••• she ' s a 

machinist at a clothing factory , y father is a commercial artist and tau 

are seperated. I wasn ' t staying with either of them , but both my pare"ts 

got involved in the Detainees Parents Su~port Committee and I think that 

for my mother was ••• brought about a complete change in her life . 

After my release she said that she ' ll continue in the Detainees Parents 

Support Committee because there are other kids or parents whose children 

a re still bein~ detained and she feels that as lon as peo~le re being 

detained , as lonq' as the struggle continues , that is v1here she ' ll be . 

She also joined the Clothing '.orkers Union and is actively involved in 

the union. In fact quite often I'm surprised she attends more meetinFs 

than I do " nd I just say in terms of that ex erience , helped to conscien

tise my family . 

My "'ather is supportive of the struggle but he doesn 1 t see ~itUelf get tine 

involved. But I grev; up as one of 6 and the rest of the family , my 

brothers and so on they are all involved in the youth •• um , stude~~s orga

nisation. And my sister involved in the civic as \lell. So :r would 

say that that was the conscientising experience br my fa~ily ~ho previously 

had been completely a political and now that assisted in raising their 

level of consciousness. 

J? Just a co· ·ple of follow ups . The first school to core out in ' 76 - first 

caloured shool you said , '-"'as there a racial issue there? Peonle of ••• sone 
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JF people talk about tha t . 

A No , we · . .,re re extremely anti white at t!la t stage o.nd I think it 111as for 

most of us i n ' 76 peopl e had ••• i t \'las a mens or tirue that v1e could a ct

ually give vert to our frustrations because things jus t • •• I mean lots 

of "PiU,off's a fter that , or spiralLed after tha t , the events t o all 

coloured schools , Africa n schools throughout the ~estern Cape , thr ough

out the country . And I think th0t was maybe t he first t i me f or us in 

rny experience , that frican and cdbureds stood and expressed a solidarity 

and fou.;h t side by side . le \·!ere blacks a nd th.., t was it; wasn ' t colours 

v/e ••• it \las a complete ••• or He denounced the r,cial terms completely and 

identified with the common cause . 

I can remember we \'er e still very :kea l i stic - we felt that our demands 

at this sta;:e , was that \·:e vlil l boycott u:rrli 1 

End of t ape . 

A (contd) \ve are free and He ho.d those dreams . .- e thoul"ht this is it . \! e 

are goine to bring about the change , th i s is the revolution. But a lso 

just on the soci&l level , any white per son was the enemy at that sta~e . 

I think you can bear me out, he \':hi te per .,on was the e11erny . I think 

that people , \'hi tes in ..., . i. . ere very scared . Previously vlhen you 

entered a shop and you ••• ~ i ght have been there first at the counter but 

if a \:hi te per son comes in they •• the shopkeepers se rve tl'e ,.,hi te person 

fir-st . But we found even when \·Te came in last that they \Culd ask you 

fir s t, ca n I help you please , qnd that in itself Has a tot~lly different 

experience , that now you know we are a f orced to be reckoned with . It 

gave us a sense of power. 

JF So you said it again in the theoretical way that you read about the 

historical , and all tha t and that helped you move but are tnere any 
tel\ mil 

incidents you canAabout that you remember in that movement of •• when you 

said you thought you wou l d boycott until f r eedom came and very anti 

white, through t he l ate ' 70s and into the ' 80s tha t was an example of 

you changing so that you weren ' t anti white . Did you have any contact 

with '"hi tes \o!ho you felt this is different than the anti white or you 

know was there any srecific you can tell me abou t. 

A Ja , I think my first experience of ••• I ' ve never been involved in organi

sations until I went to university and that was i n 19LO. And then I 

joined U\JO. In fc- ct before it v1as UVlO it \'la s still a s teering commi t tee 
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A and it vms United .omens Assocaition , that steering co~mittee and 

there were whites i nvolved in it . But that \•las at the sar.1e time t:. t 

\ve actually discussed those questions and involve~nt of whites and it 

wasn ' t ••• before it was a theoretical experience but until I ' d been active 

ly involved with v1hi tes I think that ••• just emphasised or just clarified 

things for me . 

I would say that •• also t·e went throueh nF>ny experiences like we find 

there would be black pe opl e who would be oppor t uni stic , white people that 

a r e op-portunistic and \·le do tend to even notv , when whites try to play a 

dominant role, when they try and personqlise i ssues and project themselves 

we focus a lot on that as being a white person that is trying to pro~ect 

hersetf beca se she ' ~ white . But sometimes it is at gut ••• when I won 't 

say gut level experie nce but is sometimes an attitude that one does develop. 

I :on r acialism on one level is still theoretical because in pr actice as I 

say we haven ' t clarified that . ven now if you c~n see our organisations 

emerge ; while v•e felt a need at a time for the African people to have an 

or anisation of ire i r o\m , that was the ANC , and the coloured people that 

had the Coloured Pe ople s Con[rees and the Indian people had the Indipn 

Congress . And the whites had their own organis t i on and quite often we 

are asked why is this so? Jhy can 't we have one organisation , why not 

have just one politica l organisation? But because we can ' t just go to •• 

I mean imagine a •·1hi te !lerson knockine on the door and saying hello aunt 

do you hRve any problems , how will that person re ~uond? How would the 

person in Bontiful and Guguletu re spond~~hat who a r e you comi ng to ask 

me about my probl ems or they may respond and sa y that ' s very nice but will 

t ell them all k i nds of lies . 

'Iha t is proved say t·Then we co around •:i th surveys ; there was a time with ••• 

when UOF had a signature campaign we wert aro•nd askinr for signatures 
would 

from people to sign the UDF declaration . And people~reFpond differently 

to \,rh~.tes . And when they asked certain questions , if a s urvey is done 

they would respond diff erently for other peopl e , hide fi gures , hide facts 

because th~y didn ' t kno·w \vho people really a r e and even just being a mem 

ber of a n orgP nisation doesn ' t give you th~t credePti~ls to just go in and 

say j" , : ' m f r orn the UDF. People are al\1ays s 1·spic iou~ and understandably 

so . 

JF F'rom your exper:imce has there been , I ' ve been aski ng you abo 1t \lhi tes , but 

non r~ci lism also h s to do vrith all t r e different race er ou.s , maybe it 

v:asn ' t you yourself coz yo gre~: L p in E:!t:ies , ha d lsies ex r er:imce but a re 
of -Rc.h'rg li~e. 

the r e blacks vrho still or ha ve , 1;. ent t l rough a stage11 they ' re blad , they ' re 
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JF Africans nd that doesn ' t include coloureds and Indians nd Asians as 

\vell? And do you think that 1 s a proble"l andi~hat art of non racialism 

to be able to not have to deal with tho~e c roups? I mean you tulked 

about that 'n'i th ' 76 , bu t there are people in ~o"eto \vho lived in the 
\)JOU ,J 

Trnnsvaal 1ilio~say ~hose coloureds didn ' t surport us and this kind of 

thing . 

A Maybe just on that I could relate a l i ttle incident . You know we have ••• 

bts of rcople , es.Eci-lly no\/ 1 youth organisations are fairly popul a r. 

It ' s been -.:>opulo.r since 1980 a nd we ho.ve in the \:e::.tern Cape organisation 

of youth called the Cape Youth Congress and it has branches in all the 

a reas ; in the coloured nnd Africa n are~s . So we know each others somehow 

\Je see each other around and one day He "'-"""t on the train ••• now the train 

from c.m. to Strandfontein services the coloured and African o.reas , but 

what h~d hap~ened Has a lady \tas sitting two seats away from me and there 

vias a guy sitting ne::t to me . This guy 2:ot up , he W~'~S coloured , he cot 

up for en old coloured l a dy . Colour w~sn ' t the issue; it didn ' t ap~ ~ 

o.s r,uch but the next thing \vhen tnis coloured chap got up I s~=~.v1 someone 

\vorming himself in and c o.t do\m before the lady could sit dan and it was 

o.n Africo.n guy. And I. .. vrhen I looked a t him I recognised hir.1 as beint; 

involved in the organsation and I said to him but you shouldn ' t be doing 

this . And then he spoke Xhosa and I understand a little bit and he \las 

sayin~ , ja the cdbureds ractice ~ ~rtheid and then I chimed in and said 

I understand ~hat that does ha~~en ; its the apartheid poliiccs or the 

"!:J..Y we ' ve f:rov·n u p t hat makes eo le act in this way but its our talk , as 

~eo)le involved in the ctr u8gle and fighting against arartheid to ed1lc~ 

people and that ' s no way that you are going to do abo~ft . He wcs extremely 

npolog tic so he said don ' t apologice to me and here ' c the l a dy to speak 

to and everybody •• that \las a alkinG point in the train. 

Everybody reFponded and agreed t'hat v1c sb.ouldn ' t ••• be doing v:hat the 

govan ment wants us to do to fight each other . I mean it ' s like one ~~ster 

havins a cat and a dog and only feeding the dog and get the dog and c~t 

to fight each other for the bone or the milk . And forget it ' s actually 

the master who should be sharing equally between the two o them. 

J.l!"' Is that still a strup;gle ••• ic there still cdPcation in these that needs 

to be done? Do you find that in the Afrcain areas that t' ere is still 

some prejudice? 

A Not really. I mean there are ••• ~re can ' t say it ' s completely off. But 
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JF I think bec ause of the exrerience , l ike from ' 76 \~en coloured ochools 

\!ent out in support of the African schools , that started to educate 

peo pl e fror.1 the ... frican township that \·le are all black . 

ven now the gover nr.1ent just recently have ~nnounced that it is "Ding 

to move n.ll l.fr i cans torrnGhips into a i ale icha anct then put coloureds 

in n.ll these established to,-mships like Lant;a , Hyan~a , uguletu , but I 

think the r esponse of our coloured sister s educated ~ven more thou~h tre 

t b t l led coloureds aPd the Pfricao gove rnment \!anted to •• a figh e ·.-:een soca 

But their r esponse really ed ca ted the masses , l ike \rhen I e o .t l e ~;~ere s~'ing 

He ' re not movinz , v:e ',re not 1ovinc to Gugul etu , 1yanga a nd Lansa , bl<=~ck 

th B, ;ld more houses fo r us and for Af r icans . pe o ple stay ere . v~ 

And that helped in ~duc~tion ••• in educatin~ the reonl e who are not in 

'nc "" se that ••as a direct i ssue; tL.at was a civic issue t h e organi ~,tion . ~ 

Lnd the other thine ir Ki a lecha , Ki alecha is right next to for t c.em . r>-

Mitchells l lain and if fact the government intended , knowing how , the 

way they structured the whole system , he knew , i n fact he thought tha t 

if Kialecha <>nr· : i tchels Plo in pconle a re staying near e r they would fight 

about the beach , because there is only one beach , • nundi beach , which ••• 

T Me'ln it ' s a so called African beach . So the: \vould fight about that 

be ca 1r.;e nou ••• •Jell t-~i tchells Pl o.in ···•as built ••• I mean more pe ople went 

to .~nandi beach and then they ' ll fight about trains . 

I mean de finitely those things happen when Ki alecha was started . Like 

you get peo pl e c ommenting tha t j but v:hat Has inspirinc most of the c omments 

'"as coming from gaernr::ent st oges like I:Ps and that and that . People 

were saying no there must be a different be~ches and different thinps 

for the blnck people , coloured people . Coloured people can ' t mix ~ith 

the black peO/ple but so far the experience of t he peopl e l iving directly 

i n Ki~lecha , they think •• I think they have been educated through the 

pr ac tices of our colo~red sister who have been t ere a longer time than 

them . Be c ause I mean they are no t doing \·Jhat the government \/ants them 

to do . In fact I t ink .they are qui tc happy . 

JF I asked you what •• did it have anyt ing to do ••• the move to non racialism 

did it have anythi ng to do with neeting a white erson that you li~ed ; 

maybe I should ask do you think ~h~ t the move to non r tcisli sm now has to 

do \·!ith bl-:rl~ peopl e that you obj0ct to" I r:1ean there ' s the \·Jholc "'ttacks 

on community counc illors and bl ck policementand people in this parlia rnnt 

and that kind of t ing . It oeema to r.·e t .en to have something to do wiih 

non racialism. I ~ear- that certainly denies that black is beautiful am 
it really deni es that it's just a perso~colour of their ski n that shows 
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· Intervic\-T : l) 0 F 0 
'1" 

JF uhere they stand. Can you just tal·~ a little about thatP I t ink it 1 s 

· t t t d t ' b in the · d ld so ~mpor an o un ers ana ecause someone •• so many p~opL~outs~ e wor 

think that blacks are killing blac s . 

like Buthele~i a d the whole t ing . 

hy is this? And they think its 

A I think that actually is important and I think one needs to look at that 

election campaign. !here that v;as proved and I think that -..•as one thing 

that ••• v1here 'eople •• one is ue tho. t Jeorle could identify with . Initially 

when •• \that is this called •• the Bl'lck ;...lliance of Gatsha and All l~r.c:Ar•h,ras 

part of that and he broke that . omehow he broke ranks \oli th them and he 

decided to particiJate in the tri-carneral system. And people were initially 

s.:1ying no•.-t lets see vthat the coloureds are going to do . 

But uhen on a large scale , under the b"'r.ner of the TTDF, people mobilised 

around that and it gave us an oo_ort nity to speak to different kinds of 

peonle . We went into middle class areas , into working class areas and 

one could r-uage the response of them and I tl:ink it \'/asn 1 t strange for 

in Indian to go into Bontival and knock on the door and nay and speak to 

the person about the anti-election campaign and ask her to si gn the TDF 

declaration. And in the s ame \ray lots of neo>:Jle \:ent into Crossraads 

for example and was a natural and in fact people all got together and spoke 

about it . 

I think that that was one symbol that struggle Has a symbol of unity. 

And proved ••• our princi1a o .osition on non racialism, to be correct 

that people ••• the time has come that people actually now open to t at . 

Of course \tith its limitations as it is but also the oppres~ed ••• the black 

oppressed includine Hell , the Africars , coloured and Indians , had a chance 

of •• opportunity to FhOVI that they are united . I think that otruggle in 

itself \·las a breakthroueh. \/here that \-Tas proved , that there is such 

unity because now people are sayine that they "re resistine All"endriksa 

· "1d also the polls actually shO\·t that as \·:ell ; they got very lo\v pcrcerlage 

-nolls. I meal1 they •• the African comr~des \·/ere there; they • •• on the elro-

tio s , ~t the pollin~ ~tations ••• people were around. ·verybody was excited 

to see whether our work in the anti election cam:·i~n bore fruits . And 

it VTasn 1 t 01 r struggle, it \-Ta n 1 t a coloured strug;;le, \.,re tried throughout 

to -p,.oj~cc II: as .::. non racial :"truge;le. 

'l'he anti ••• forced remova.ls to Kialecha \'las another is:::ue where vte co!Itantly 

immobilising people ; try to show the similarities and one issue , one demand 

was clear in the anti election campaign, \:hat ·:e ure fighting for is a 

non racial 0 . A. \ie are bei ""8 offered the vote but Hha t abo· t the majority 

of the people who are de'lied the vote . And tha.t uas a ther.::e that ran 
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JF Has that happened in your area, in Guguletu now are you? (Ja) Have there 

been community councillors ..,rho have 1: -d their houses ... ctrol bombed? Cr 

any black policer;;an '.Tho have been ' i lled or in the Cape To'.m area? 

A JD , r think the bombing of the councillors have happened but so ~ar it ' s 

only three policemen who have been •• in fact unfortunately ..,,hi te policeman 

..,rho have been ••• no black . But I think •• -. mean as much as people t·rould 

see it as bl.,cl· killjne black i-. ' e not •• ! mea for me and for all "'rocres

sives -. , m ~ure , it ' s a symbol of non racialism again because we recognise 

that an oppres?or can be black , and an OJ~ressor can be white . And that 

is •,S.,y t ose "'CO le if they arc prepared to be the government stooges 

though they are op~ressed, but they are prepared to be the ~overnment 

std>oges and oppress other people for v:ha tever they can get . 

For eg. this com~unity councillors; they live in the same house we are 

living in , they ~re oppresned likP us . They p~y the same rent we are 

paying bJt because there is a little recognition of them they are uiven 

a hundred rand or R200 a month; except the mayor ..,tho is c·i ven a R1000 

or something and when 1:hey go to offices like admin bo"lrd or Hhatever , 

they are recognised as community councillor. They don ' t understand 

that government is using them as a buffer between him and the people . 

Nov: \then P"Ol·le are ar.gry they must go to community councillors and that 

is a response is eiven •• if you go and report anything knowing very well 

community councillorn don ' t have funcbdon ' t h"lve eve ything and then 

people are rejecting them. he Admin Board peoryle would tell you th~t 

\oJe have got nothing to do "ri th that tO\mship , you have got your councillors . 

~h~y~c su~posed to take responsibilities of the townships and~ ese 

councillors , they would ••• 'lre also prepared; ~-hey kno 11 they don ' t have 

m~y , they don ' t have anyt .. ing , they don ' t make the la\oJ ; :::: meun ••• ·.·there-

as ••• everythinr is coming to them on a plate that you must de t i~ do 

that to the people . But they would agree if the Board is tellin them 

that you must increase rent , you must increase \later rates , increase 

that and that etc . They wuuld agree to do that . 

That is \•!hy -peo":lle are angry to SlO\·T that if they are prepared to be 

oppressors for \lhatever they can gain , the ane;er of the people is also 

going ~o affect them . As much as they are blacks , because you are not 

fighting \·thi te persons , we are fighting the oppres'~or . 

JF Do you •• \oJhat do you think of the methods that those people are being 

told that they <re puppets or 'tThatever ; the fact that their houses a r e 

being fire bombed? \!hat would you say if a liberal South Afr ican said 
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Page 17 

· Interview 

JF look I understand , but you can't resort to that kind of thing/violence . 

How do you feel about that arguement~ 

A I think 'tie can ex "'ect that because "'hen people are ongry they can resort 

to anything. And I think \le wouldn ' t say ••• r mean people ••• humanly it ' s 

the wrong thing because when you burn the house you kill people and there 

can be kids and that but I mean everybody should understand, that if 

people are anrry , and it ' s not only toJays thinr , because the community 

councillors has been formed , it ' s a years ••• people have been burying/bean·,.,~ 

all their suffering for yeDrs and years and then we know very well it ' s 

difficult to get to ••• likc ":e use strategies of organising people , forming 

organisation and all . But the govern~ent is far away from the people . 

If he was near to the people I ' m sure by now 
4
eople should have done some

thing to him. Bu~~llere are these people who kno\·: very v:ell they are stay

inr with the people but they -re d~ing the government d:i,rty work . So it's 

difficult to completely say people \·Jere right or they "'ere wrong. It ' s 
difficult . 

A2 It ' s not as if they were not warned . Repeatedly people have made attempts 

h ve appealed to them to resign from their jobs and if they are sincere 

in \•That they are saying , that they are fighting for a better :1iHure for 

people , that the coloured people uent into the tri-cameral system, into 

t e house of re~resentatives, and they are fi~hting against apartheid ; if 
th t · th th h · · th · · t · but h · t a 1s e case en w y not J01n e progress1ve organ1sa 1ons ,A~ y s1 

at one table Hith the O"'"lpressed, why acce t the big houses and _ll the 

concessions that went along with that? 

Haybe just ••• one thing that I was quite interesthd to 1:no\·l , what people 

were thin~ing , what ~eople were saying in the factories, in the seats , 

and in the ch¥rch after La ndesses house was bombed . i~nders, the cclcured 

liP . And people were sayin& it was a pity he wasn ' t killed and I was 

actuqlly quite shocked by this . his was actuqlJy the resAonse of ordinary 

eo .le and because that owas one t ing t at •• it ' s been happening in 

African townships and people have been identif ;, , with that on a rn~ss level • 
.; 

But if that happens to coloured tiPs what wot,ld :;:•eople then be t inldng • 

• ike I would be quite interested to know what people would think if the 

same thing would happen to ~llen Hendrikse? But it somehow seems if people 

on a mass level are saying look, they got Hhat they asked for; v:e have 

told them several times , and it is just a pity that , in the case of Landers 

that he wasn ' t killed . To me that came as a corrplete surprise bu t it 

just shO\·/S "'here ">Jeo'Jle are at today . 
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A :e , also just v:i th re ,ards to violence , it is not ao if \IC ere actually 

••• v:e are not violent people . he DF organisation to uhich~belong to , 

is commited to non violent means to bring about change, but one can-

not stop the anger of neonle and I ink peopl e are saying that noH has 

come the time that \/e m ... st make a choice: i ther on the side of the 

op~ressed or on the side of t c oppressor . And sorr.e people that have 

chosen to be on the side of the oppressor have to be ~--~face the consequerces • 

.'hen one looks at violence this question often comes to us ; \vhat do you 

think about violence? verybody is concerned but I './ould suy that the 

apartheid regime is ~ violent regime; It is illegitimate and it uses vio

lent methods to maint~in that system , c;o ••ha tever people , whatever riPans 

fi''O')le resort to violence be ·ets viol nee . And if peo,~;~le do resort 1o 

what to westerners might be quite shocking , ~eeinb rAonle being burnt out 

~~d burnt bodies etc . the police is doing that to our reople ~s well . 

~eo le are disappearing nd \:e find the charred bodies afterwards and that 

is just what violence actually brings about . It is , I would say that 

violence comes from the otate . 

JF I am interested that you brought up the disappearances because that the 
") 

.athew way for Hashe and all that . That hao had so little publi-

city I think. .re people talking about that? 1he fact that people have 

been disap~ ring in the ·~ern Cape~ 

A2 Not only in the Eastern C'n~ , all over . I think the concern of most of 

the people \Jhen they he'"l.rd that vre v'~"re coming to Nairobi and meeting 

people from all over the world they said please tell the world about the 

people \vho are disappearing . It is an Arpen tiani.:n type style of t ing 

that has been re~oved from us , we can understand neo:le dying in detention. 

I think t hat eople could understand that the Botha regime was prepared 

to go so far , but people disappearing , and t• ose we cannot account fo r 

now, I mean one ti: ing on l· arch 21st peo'Qle v•ho ;.,rere shot in Ui tenhase , 

there are bodies that haven ' t been producPd now . 

And people are actively involved; they are not scared any longer, with 

or Hithout :eacan,they are prepared to go until the last drop of blood; 

Botha regime is saying and removins people wh ~ they feel threatened by . 

People challenging the apartheid regime and aci:Nely involved in community 

organisation that \·:e can ive no account of; \le must say there is a case 

of ••• tme :Cas tern Cape people that have disappeared r.1ysteriously and 

there are sworn affidavits that they have been seen in detention. One 

person has been in the same cell; they went to ~he police , organisations 
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A vten t to the police and say He heard that you ar keeping these people and 

they deny that emphatically . Our concern is no·1 that they have denied 
th t they have these people , \lha t a re coing to happen to them? e can 
only dra;-1 our 0\'in conclusions from that no\! . '!'he loe;i cql conclusion 
of vJhat \vill rob'l'bly happen to them ~nd it is of m~jor concern. And 
people are talking about that all over . 

JF Is that the PRPCO three that you are talkinJ about? (Ja •••• ) .o were 

there any others besides the PEPCO three and the Cr addock , ;.rhere the 4t 
bodies wero found? 

A You can speak on the COSAS people who have disappeared as well and found 

murdered . 

A You know recently in Eastern Cape again , there were eastern ••• there were 

COSAS students ••• 

A .iot only in L; . Cape, even in re toria there are youth es.1 ecially \vho just 

disappear . £or eg. in Duduza there a re about 6 youth who disappeared from 

early May up to now, they don ' t ••• and most of those youth belong to COSAS . 

Up to now they are not known where they are . There is no body , there is 

nothing . And then , no)we are not talking about this rece:rtly, V!here ••• 

I mean He •:~ere shocked v:i th 1hia crenade and they are c1 'liming that the 

banned or ganisati on Fend those people to bomb houses . But He know very 

\•'ell , those people were not t rained ; it is either someb.ody from the system 

3ave them and then instructed them in a false name as the movement and 

intriA.cted ~~5mol'R'a te them like 1hi.s, kno·,Jing very well they are not exrerienced 

and they a re going to be killed . 

lo~t I vhink it ' s important to mention like even for the international com

munity to mention the names of those people He think they are still almve 

but this apartheid regime is just thinking v:hat to do with them . It ' s 

either alternatively they are ~oing to kill them ; like Comrade nashe , 

Comrade Gotloze and Comrade Kalela . I mean even lrs • • ashe i s in detention 

no;.r . Her kid which was taken "hen •• after the disap.t'earance of her husband 

they took Lr· . Cashe and the kid in detention and the kid came back all 

the fingers, they cut all the fingers and the mother is still in detention. 

Go that family has been disorganised completely; I think it is only one 

perron ;.rho is there novt .:J.nd that very person t he husband is Popa Mulefe ; 

who is in detention too. And she in expecting vrorse of all, s he is ex ec

ting a baby if she is not having her baby now . 

Si , it is juat inhuman level. •• I mean 422 
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JF How docs opa ulefe relate to Hashe? I ' m sorry I don 't understand? 

A Popa l ulefe is".Hashe ' s dauchter is Popa ' s v;ife . 

JF I like ilhat you said this confere11Ce is about \·tomens' issues . lhnt issues 

do you want to see addressed here? /hat are you tellin~ people arc the 

issues that need to be on the a cnda here? 

A \,e think , if \·Tear e talking about \/omen ' s i ssues , as much as ••• I rr:ean tre 

women are suffering at home , ~hey are organising to get out of their 

sufferings but we think tl:!ere are important issues of the harassments am 

detentions of most of the women. There are women who are detentioned 

right now : they have done nothing but becatse of organising and , obili

sing the other women , and in articularisi ng the Hashe case , is •• needs 

to be mentioned because nhe is a worr a n ; v1ho is involved in P '10 ; that 

is one of the reasons that the apartheid reryime is focu~ing its •• I mean 

on that particular family because the husband is in P .0 and •••• 

JF If I were to ask you •• tell me about one woman in S . A. that you can think 

of whose plight might indic~te some of the issues you 're trying to address . 

A I can thinkcf one Homan in E . Cape who recently, end of Hay , her husband 

disappeared , ~·ith 2 other comrades and after that when whe went to enquire 

from police stations , she was detained herself and the police went back 

to her house and detained everybody v1ho \·/ere there and put police to 

guard the house. So no other people were able to come into that house 

because pe lice were actually livine in that house , c·uarding the .house . 

And then they detained them and the kids , and one kid \'ID came out f r om 

detention , came out t-ri th all fin "ers f r om 1he right side , cut . :'hat was 

because of the tort re she was receiving from the detention. 

JF 'hen you say disappeared , is this a new term in s . rt • ? 

A I would say maybe as recent as last year that it has become a reality . 

I think even for us in / . Cape the repressive measures are not as severe 

as say Joberg and E . Cape . We have always been sayinr that we are fortu

na td people are detained , and · :e •e:-e not subjected to the tort·,re rethods 

that people have cone through in the other areas of S . A. But i ncin;~ 

people all back home in c.T. now ~ryin, to understand that people are 

just disappearing is just something that is totally out of our exper~ce . 

I think that because it is ha_penin so frequently and it ' s not just one 

460 
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A case , it h s become the order of the day. that peonle are very ·aware of 

it and very concerned about it . And it also means as activists now we 

have to resort to all kinds of measures to ensure that we are safe , or 

people knO\oJ where ·.·:e are eoing to or even just going to the shop f or eg . 

The Four men that diso.ppeared and vlhosc bodies v:ere found later, tr.cy 1·ere 

fairly big , they weren ' t ~~all frail men. They were all together in a car 

and if they could disappe~r , what about an activist Going home alone at 

night , vthnt could possibly happen to them . 

And it •• I think that people w.aybe nt the berinning they sen~e panic and 

paro.noia has stepped in but people are addressing the isc·ue and I think as 

Indi? 5aid ear,ier, that won ' t ~top ~oplc , that won't stop resistance , 

it ~robably makes us more deter ined , that our strusgle is a ha~d one but 

it ' ··:orthv:hile , t·orth figh ing f,..,r . (474) 

nd of tape 


