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Where did you grow up? 

I gew up in Pine lands, which is a largely English speaking 
suburb in Cape Town- very middle class ••• and, until I 
left school, we were very much part of quite a closed 
.Afrikaans community - there were probably about 100 -
150 families in a suburb of probably 10 - 15,000 people. 

Because you felt you needed that •••• 

It was a very - I never particularly felt that it was a 
closed community, as such, but all my parents• friends 
were .Afrikaans speaking - all your school mates and so on, 
and the English people were always fundamentally different. 

One of the things I thought about later, is that when I left 
school I actually had no concept of the Jewish community as 
such, which is quite a big thing, I think in the English 
speaking community, but everybody was just so foreign to me 
that - it was all just - the people out there 

and I could barely speak English - my English was academ
ically quite good, but i could barely string two words to
gether l'lhen I left Hatric - just because ••• I didn't have a 
single English speaking friend, basically - never spoke 
English unless we had to in school and in the shops. 

Can you tell me what the stereo-type view you have - one 
thing I wanted to say was people have been - my only 
complaint is that sometimes people have been very, very 
dry and it's just going to read -kind of, my development, 
but without those stories, and I'm just lrondering - did 
you have a kind of caricatured view - what were those 
people out there like - that wasn't like you? 

It•s difficult as a sort of caricature -they were just 
like - very different - they were not us, in a ,.,ay -
and there was underlying political differences, obviously, 

although, by the time I left school I was probably nearly 
a prog. supporter •••••••• 

My parents were quite anti-elitist in a lot of ways, and 
a lot of the fancier kiddies in Pinelands - .Afrikaans 
speaking kiddies - went to the better Afrikaans schools, 
whereas we just went to the closest one, 

and, in a lot of ways, my rebellion was quite elitist, 
but - I started rebelling in school - Standard 9 - 10 
against Afrikaans values, or What I perceived them to be. 

Which were what - what were you rebelling against? 

Conservative - I mean racism, quite a lot, which I think 
in a working class scho~l,is much more virulent - most of 
the kiddies came from Observatory - Woodstock areas and 
•••••••• the kids w·ere just much rougher than we were in 
tenus of swearing and sleeping around and taking drugs 
and all those kinds of things, so there were, like ••••••••• 
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••••• a little groupo£ us who £e1t quite superior in a 
lot o£ ways, I think - and that got translated, partly 
into a political rebellion •••••• 

when I went to the Army was when I £irst really met 
English speaking people, and I don't think I had any 
big preconceived ideas, and within the Army the Afr~aans 
stereo-types were a lot worse -

I was in the Transvaal, and most of the people there were 
Transvaal Afrikaaners who make Cape Town racists look 
mild! So I ended up, baeica11y, having English speaking 
friends, because A£r~aans people were just so horrible! 

That's where I started to speak English. 

lfas there any in£eriori ty complex associated with not 
speaking per£ect English? 

Not much - I mean, I did very well academically at school, 
so I didn't dount my academic abilities or so on ••••• 

and most o£ the Afr~aans speaking people couldn • t speak 
English at all - at least I knew what the right words 
were - I just struggled a bit with my 11 wases 11 and 11weres" 
and things l~e that. 

••••••••••••••••••• the £act that you weren't as racist 
and conservative did that come £rom your £ami1y - from 
religious values - what were your £ami1ys' values? 

My £ami1y were ••• my parents were rebels in small ways 
in their £ami1ies -my mother comes from quite a ••••• 
her father was Moderator o£ the Dutch - her £ather was a 
( •••••••••• ) 059- he was Moderator o£ the Dutch Re£orm 
Church in the Free State, and he was on the anti-nationaliet 
wing - there was a big split in the Dutch Re£orm Church in 
the '30's, and he was in the sort of anti-new kind of 
nationalist wing, 

and there was very, very bitter fights in the Church at 
that stage - so my mother always had these kind o£ memories 
and that - she was never a down-the-line nationalist, and 
always brought up on these kind of fights and things, and 

this was a sort of perceived bigotry o£ the Transvaal 
northern people. 

My father's family was probably less explicitely rebellious, 
but he, himsel£, got disillusioned with the Nationalists 
very early as well, and he was more anti-Nationalist •••••• 

My parents were very much a classical patriarchal family, 
in a way -my £ather is a rational man, and my mother's 
an emotional woman - and my mother will still talk about 
the Coolies, when she talks about a youth, even though 
she's now- will vote £or the Progressive Party, whereas 

my father, once he decided that he's a Liberal , he'll 
discard all these old values, and have a consistent view ••••• 
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••••• whereas my mother's view is very much a mixture 
stil.l., but 

one o£ the most important things that probabl.y changed 
me is •••• starting Standard 9 & l.O when I got interested 
in pol.itics, lre had real.l.y massive fights in our £amil.y 
about pol.itics - we used to sit down at supper tabl.e and 
start talking about pol.itics, and al.l. the chil.dren woul.d 
tackl.e the parents, and we were in the sort o£ more Left 
position -

••••• even then- we were probably more Right wing progs, 
and my parents hadn 1 t quite made the l.eap - but we used 
to sit at the supper tabl.e and rise hours l.ater pistol. 
fighting (?) 084 - so we had real.l.y l.ong pol.itical. dis
cussions, starting when I was in Matric , and then -
especial.l.y when I got to Varsity and got invol.ved with 

NUSAS and things l.ike that. 

How many generations back in South Africa do your 
£amil.y go? 

I don't know I think we go back to 174o or something, 
so we 1ve got a l.ong history. Our £amil.y had one Cape 
Prime Minister and a sort o£ Deputy - Smuts• Vice Premier 
was al.so a Ho£meyr - they're part o£ the same l.ineage -
sort o£ distant cousins o£ mine - grandfather - second 
cousins or something. 

What is your father's job? 

He 's a mechanical. engineer, al.though the l.ast £eli years 
he's al.so been director o£ the company that he works £or, 
so he's mostl.y been doing admin kind o£ work. He 's 
been working al.most his whol.e l.ife for Engl.ish speaking 
companies as wel.l. - he is very much against a sort o£ 
A£rj_kaaner Financial. Establ.ishment - and the kind o£ way 
that power is wiel.ded and manipul.ated in the •••••• 

so he identifies quite a l.ot liith those kinds o£ - w.ith 
the Engl.ish kind o£ val.ues. 

Is he active in the Dutch Reform Church? 

Yes, he is actual.l.y - neither o£ my parents has real.l.y 
pushed us, rel.igiousl.y - one aspect of my Grandfather -
we never real.l.y knew him because he died just after I 
was born, but he was never very dogmatic about rel.igion 
and so on, and we onl.y had to go to church every second 
week, whereas quite a l.ot o£ chil.dren had to go morning; 
afternoon every Sunday, which was a big thing -

and my parents onl.y went, by and large, every second 
week, as well.. Being such a sort of cl.osed community, 
my father almost inevitabl.y became a deacon at one stage, 
and then had to go every week, and I think at the moment 
he's an Elder- not hel.l. o£ a will.ingly, but they both 
do work for the church and so on without •••••••••••• 
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• ••••• there's a big ethic in our family that you mustn't 
go overboard with anything - but 1-1i th religion partic
ularly . 

••••• •• •••••• your parents -do they vote for the Prog
ressive Federal Party? 

Yes ••• part of the product of these long arguments was 
that they did vote for the progs, starting in 1974 when 
I was first year Varsity. 

Before that there had never really been a choice in Pine
lands , because it was l~e a very safe U.P.C. - the Frogs 
had stood there once, and they didn't vote - they ' d never 
voted Nationalist - either of them, but they never had 
a meaningful choice 

they probably l-IOuld have plumped for the old United Party 
at that stage . 

What changed you - how did you move - 1-1as it a steady 
progression - and did you remember deciding first the 
P . F.P. was a good option as opposed to - at school - not 
thinking about it? 

Well, my first political view, in a way, that I can 
remember, is thinking - I was a big sports fan in achool , 
and I got •••••• • I always thought that- my first 
political thoughts were that we sho¥ld have a nationalist 
government , but with a Frogs sports policy, which is more 
or less what we ' ve got now! - or what we had soon afterwards, 

but that started changing, and part of it was that we were 
fed a fairly direct line in school - in history classes 
and so on, so a lot of the contradictions started coming 
out, so •••• • 

at school I probably would have supported the Frogs with 
reservations they were too Leftie for me - in the Army I 
became more convinced Prog supporter - at my first year 
Varsity I was really big on the Frogs, and I was on the 
verge of working on their campaigns in the election , 

but my inclination at Varsity was always Leftward - my 
first year at Varsity I always identified with NESUS and 
Left, but I basically thought they were the same as tm 
Frogs, more o r less •••• • 

When were you born? 

1954 ••• Varsity in 1974. It was just after the big 
student demonstrations in 1972, around which there were 
a lot of debates in our house - all us children identified 
with the poor students who got beaten up and so on , 

so I went to ordinary( • •••••••• •• ) 147 talks, and 
Francis Wilson was my hero - big Left Liberal , and he 
lectured me for some of my courses . Then at the end of 
my first year - more or less by accident, I started 
reading a lot of books about the American student Move-
ment in the 1 60's , so then I discovered that there 1..ras • • •••••• 
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•••• another Left as we~~, -the Socialist Left as 
opposed to the Liberal Left, and I more of less con
verted myee~f into •••••• (?) 155 to this, and it was 
a weird kind of process, because I couldn't find any
thing about South Africa to read, 

so I went back to Varsity the next year, with Beatie, my 
sister, determined to get invo~ved in politics, so we 
both got involved in NESUS and so on, which by then ••••••• 

•••••• from politics before? 

I hadn 1 t quite - being at Varsity in my first year was 
quite a strange experience for me I just had one 
friend- one person from our school actual~y went to u.c.T., 
and I was the only other one, and I didn't really make 
any c~ose ••• well, I made a couple of close friends in 
my first year, but they were Proggish types - I never got 
involved with NESUS or NESUS kind of people ••••• 

D~d you ever think of going to Stel~enbosch? 

Never- rea~ly. With my parents ••• were fairly prag
matic about these things - Ste~lenbosch was just ridic
ulous, because I'd have to go to a hostel, so I was a~ways 
going to go to U.T.C. while we were ~iving in Pinelands • 

••• you'd have to go to a haste~ -meaning you could live 
at home at U.C.T.? 

Yes ••••• it's ~ater, when I got heavily involved in 
politics - my younger brothers did get threatened that 
they would have to go to Ste11enbosch unless they stayed 
out of politics! - Fairly discreetly, but that was the 
tone. 

•••••• it was quite a foreign kind of environment, and I 
was very shy at that time, eo I didn't get drawn into any 
kind of social circ~e that was involved in student politics 

then, in the beginning of my second year, and also when 
Beatie was around, and another friend of mine who also 
came to Varsity with Beatie - and the three of us trooped 
into NESUS offices, and then got head over heels involved 
in a whoile nwnber of projects, 

and gradually discovered Socialism and all that - it was 
a~so •••• SUS was, in quite a ~ot of ways, discovering 
Socialism at that atage - the 1972 demonstrations and so 
on had been, quite a lot, based on counter-culture-ish 
kind of ideas - a lot on the American Student Left from 
the •6o•s and so on ••••• 

•••• those kinds of peop~e were the inte~~ectuals -the 
gurus that peop~e looked up to - people into alienation 
and the young Marx• and all that, whereas by ~975, when 
I got involved, there was more rigorous kind of Marxists 
developing in NESUS. 
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What were the 1972 demonstrations about? 

There were some students demonstrating about education 
on the steps of St . George•s Cathedral, and they got 
beaten up, and then there were massive boycotts and 
demonstrations throughout the Country -

in Cape Tow.n there were about 10,000 people marching 
through the centre of Town . 

These were all demonstrations about the treatment of 
those students •••• 

Yes, it was, then , largely that - the original demon
stration had been around African education - or the 
lack thereof. 

So you got involved, really, in 1975 - the second year 
what direction did you take - when you said "various 
projects?" 

Firstly, I - in my firs u year , I just got so involved 
in everything - I was involved in a literacy training 
seminar, when( • ••• • •••• ) 208 taught literacy. 

I got involved in 1ofages Commission , which became my 
main involvement later in the year, and in the next year, 
and just in NESUS - general work - l'lorking for the SRC 
elections and those kinds of things . 

What was wages commission supposed to be - how was it 
set up and why? These were set up all over the Country? 

Yes • •• the initiative • • • post 1972 there had been some 
kind of initiative within NESUS to move out of student 
politics and into the community to some extent - not to 
be exclusively involved in white politics -

also when demonstrations and those kinds of things were 
banned, and there was a limited amount of things which 
students could do by themselves, 

and the 1ofages Commission was set up to try and get some 
unions off the ground, basically - so they were set up 
in Durban especially, and Jo'burg, Cape Town - and they 
were really crucial in getting, l'lhat is now, the Feder
ation Unions off the ground -

in Durban 
FOSATU/and what became the General Workers' Union here . 

So by the time I get involved , there's a lot of emphasis 
in doing off-campus work - that the main - the sort of 
ideology is very much that students can play a supportive 
role for struggles off-campus - that there's not that 
much to do with students - it's to do with the mal - (?) 232 
coherent kind of Socialist approach and so on ••• • ••••• 
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••••• so in Communities Commission 1ofe' re doing - which 
is a Wages Commission counterpart - 1ofe' re doing literacy 
programmes, which is for people off-campus, and then, 
in lvages Commission 

the original people who had done the work in setting up 
the Western Province Workers' Advice Bureau, at that 
stage, had moved off campus by that stage, and were still 
involved, and we were just doing support work for them -
we were helping with admin. work in the office -

trying to solve problems; simplifying wage agreements 
so that people could understand them - and our main 
activity l'las to bring out a newspaper every month - it 
was called M'sibenzi- it later changed its name to 
Manyalo, and that got banned •••• 

What does that mean - workers? 

M 1 sibenzi is "The Worker." - and Manyalo is "Unity" or it 
sometimes gets used for "Unions." 

••••••• this was getting into the Wages Commission •••••• 
••••• what did you mean when you said the idea was to get 
some unions off the ground - is that the role of whites -
are whites doing it, or how do they fit in? 

It's not quite my era at that stage -post 1972, I think 
there's this awareness ofNESUS- that it should be doing 
more relevant things, rather than just playing around 
,.,ith students 

there were no unions at that stage - the union movement 
had been totally repressed in the •6o•s, and the union
ists today say that SACTU abdicated its responsibilities 
to quite a large extent by going overseas and trying to 
operate under-ground, which is just not feasible, 

so, basically, people - there was a greater awareness of 
the importance of the labour issue, and people thought 
that unions were an important thing to try and encourage. 

White people thought that? 

Ironically, Yes. 

But to speak about that irony - was that glossed over -
did people discuss •••••••••••• ho,., can we tell whites 
how to set up the union or ••••• 

I think there was quite a big awareness of the problem -
to some extent it was easier for white intellectuals to 
go in and do it, because there's always a very obvious 
contradiction - the white intellectuals could never 
pretend that they 1..rere the leaders of whatever would 
emerge •••• 

there was, I think, a fairly constant awareness that 
leadership needed to be assumed by the workers - by the 
structures that came out of whatever was set up, which is 
a problem which faced a lot of the criticism that can be 
levelled at a lot of later unions that were set up by 

black intellectuals in a way that they see themselves ••••••••• 
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••••••• and problematically as being able to be the 
leaders, so there's quite a large emphasis on worker 
democracy within the early structures that are set up 
they 1re not explicity unions at that stage - they 
mostly operated Advice Bureaux or Benefit Funds of some 
kind to try and, first, draw together a significant 
amount of workers, and then to transform that into a 
union when it was bigger -

and I think there was quite a lot of awareness of the 
problems. It 1 s not an initiative that comes from the 
white campus, exclusively - there are in Cape Town and 
other centres the old union people around who had been 
involved in the unions in the '50's, who do get involved 
again, and 

some of them had been involved in SACTU and so on - I 
think there are people now who try to over-emphasise 
the importance that those people - of the role that 
those people played in getting the unions off the ground 
again - they played an important role, but I would 
certainly see the decisive impetus as coming from the 
white students ••••• 

As opposed to which people? 

Old SACTU activists. basically. 

Inside the Country? 

Inside the •••• people who hadn't been involved in any 
kind of activity throughout the •6o•s, largely, but when 
new initiative started up, got drawn in again, and not 
all of them had beeen involved in SACTU, but most of 
these funds and things that started off tried very soon 
tried to draw in black - they only employed black organ
isers, by and large, for instance. 

Which fund? 

The Workers' Advice Bureau and, in Durban, they had a 
Workers' Benefit Fund, which pre-dated the unions there. 

Was there something in Cape Town - Johannesburg? 

Something called the Industrial Aid Society 

Was that the same kind of initiative? 

Yes - the initiative in Jo'burg was not quite as strong, 
I thUli{, as in the other centres. In Jo 1 burg there was 
also an initiative by church related liberals - Left 
liberals- people like DoWS Decker and the Tyaks- they 
got banned in 1976 in the urban training project. 

The who? 

Something called the U.T.P. 
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I lm.ow about that - the TyaRs? (_ G<J..te. 1J ~) 
•••• it's Mr. and Mrs. Tyacke, I think. I can't remember 
even what their name is I never knew them. 

•••••••••••••••• was it a problem- was it discussed or 
was it just in any way something that people felt 
deserved a lot of attention - kind of "What are we 
whites doing - what must our role be and we must think 
about" ••••• or was it just a feeling that this was an 
important thing to do, and we're going to do it and 
we'll just make sure there's democracy, and if blacks 
are in the positions? 

I think probably, more the latter view - I think that 
people saw it as very important, and the view was very 
much that whites would act in a supportive capacity -
especially at the time I got involved, there wasn't 
really much room left for initiatives in any kind of 
sense -

that initiatives had been taken. The original students 
who'd been involved in that, by that time weren't on 
campus any more, so for the people who were students on 
campus, the most we could do was to go out and sit and 
write out cards and to do research related to problems 
that - advice kind of problems -

as I said, the main function was to bring out the news
paper, w·hich we could do with some kind of protection 
from the University, and also from funds from the Uni
versity, basically. 

lfri te out '"hat kind of cards? 

Membership cards - just menial admin. jobs. 

•••••••••••••• when you got involved it had already been 
going on - what was it you got involved with - did you 
go right into an existing paper or what? 

Yes, Wages Commission had produced N'sibenzi -not 
M•sibenzi - Ava-sibenzi from 1973 -very periodically 
by 1975, when I got involved, it was coming out fairly 
reg ularly - virtually every month, and that was our 
main project at that stage - whereas earlier the Wages 
Comm.•s main project would have been much more in the 
initiative kind of field. 

•••••••• once, in middle of 1976 Ava-sibenzi got banned 
for future editions and we changed the name, and brought 
it out a gain, which probably brought about the banning 
on the heads of three of us - and once that happened, 

Wag es Commission collapsed to quite a large extent, 
because that had been our main project. 

When what - the second one got banned? 

Yes, at the end of 1976, about 28 people got banned for 
their involvement in the union movements throughout the 
Country, and ••••••••••• 
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Can you think, with me, who they are •• •••• • • 

END OF SIDE ONE. 

In Cape Tow.n it was me, Debbie Budlinder, John Frankish, 
Jeremy Baskin - somebody called Elijah Lawsa, who I 
,.,orked with in Canning Workers, which ,.,as just getting off' 
the ground again at that • •• •• 

How do you spell it? 

Loza • •• • 

When you say somebody is he not doing much these days? 

No, I think he 1 s dead I'm not sure if' he later died in 
detention in fact - I can't quite remember what happened 
to him, but he wasn't somebody in our kind of' circle. 

In Jo 1 burg there was Gavin Anderson - also from here were 
Pat Horn and Judy Favish, who were the literacy people, 
but were working very closely with the unions as well 
and Gavin Anderson and ~ Decker, the Tyacks ••• • • 

~ 
You don ' t know their first names? 

I've probably got a clipping somewhere that I can pass 
on, so I'll give you the names afterwards . 

Unless you just want to finish up the exercise •• • •••• • 

Who were the Durban people? You see, a lot of' the Durban 
people had been banned before - Dave Remson and Robert 
Dyer, or something - they'd actually gone into exile 
already, and I think they were banned post to the Durban 
strikes . 

Was Rob Dyer banned? 

I ' m not sure - I've got a feeling he was . Johnny Copeland 
was another person - Chris Albertein - I think he was in 
Jo•burg • •• • •• that ' s more or less • • •••• • 

With us • •••••• we were -in Cape Tow.n was the only place 
where students were banned, interestingly enough - in the 
other places, the union activity was completely divorced 
from ••••• the Wages Commissions were, by that stage, 
much less involved in the unions than we were here , 

so other places it was mainly union organisers or people 
of' importance in running of' the unions that were banned. 

It happened in 1976 - what month? 

November. 
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And did it come as a surprise to you - were you worried 
what was it like working in that field at that stage -
was there fear for your safety, or for anything happening? 

We ended up being quite conspiritorial in a lot of ways 
throughout 1976. Initially the grouping that were 
writing the newspaper was fairly open - it was up to 15 
people or so liould come to the editorial meetings 

it was fairly closed initially, but in 1975/76 is became 
a much wider grouping, but then, when it was banned for 
all future editions, we set up, basically, a grouping 
of 6 people that nobody knew who they were, more or less. 

There were only two people who took responsibility for 
that - that was me and Debbie Budlinder - I was nominally 
the Editor and she did most of the typing - so we did all 
the running around and a.rganising distribution and so on 
so that the other people wouldn't be identified, basically, 

which, sort of worked - in the sense that only we got 
banned at the end of the year - I didn't really expect 
to get banned - Debbie was actually working for the union 
as an administrative assistant at that stage - part time 
secretary/typist -

Which union? 

General Workers• - it was called the Western Province 
Advice Bureau, still, at that stage. 

It was also Western Province Workers• Union. 

Yes - in 1977, I think, it changed into a union, and 
called itself the union 

so in that sense, we were fairly aware that there were 
dangers of repression - they'd just brought in a new 
public relations control act, so our fears were more 
around that - nobody knew quite what was happening with 
that, because they could prosecute you retrospectively 
for bringing out undesirable publications, and we were 
more worried about that. 

When they did the bannings, they started off in Jo-burg 
on a Monday, and on the Thursday people in Durban got 
banned and on Saturday some people in the roads got 
banned, so by the next Monday, they were probably on 
their way here! •••• 

so by that stage it wasn't so much of a surprise ••• I 
was a bit shocked, personally, because I hadn't been 
that closely involved with the union ••••• the newspaper 
Manyana had just been banned for all future editions, 

and we'd requested the reasons, and it was everything from 
being a big Communist conspiracy inspired by the writings 
of Lenin, and this sort of thing, so we were a bit in
timidated, and had actually decided to stop producing it ••••••• 

, 
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••••• it wasn't really an issue st that stage, because 
it was the end of' the year •••••• most of' us w·ere moving 
of'f' campus, and the new people were coming into it. 

What was it called - Manyana? 

Umanyo. 

What does that mean? 

Unity. Actually, in Umanyo we started to ••••• once '76 
started happening in Cape Town f'rom about August, we 
started printing in Af'rikaans and Xosa ••••• 

What was the reaction in your f'amily? 

~ly f'ather was in Jo•burg at the time, and I'd just moved 
into a new house with Debbie Budlinder, and we got our 
banning orders delivered at 6 o'clock in the morning, 

so that I got banned to the Goodwood magisterial district, 
which is basically Pinelands and Goodwood, whereas most 
of' the other people were banned to Cape Town, so the 
police picked me up and took me to Pinelands and dumped 
me on my mother's door-step! -because my f'ather was 
away on a business trip in Jo 1 burg, and 

my mother took it remarkably well - she - tends to act 
rather emotionally - and here I was in distress and -
she was very supportive and everything •••• my f'ather 
was quite angry, in a lot of' ways - he had to f'ly back, 

and, I think, was much more aware of' social censure and 
those kinds of' things - although my mother got the 
sympathy cards ••••••• like "God be with you in this 
time of' your hardship" and things like that! ••••• and 
"We're praying f'or you" ••••••••• 

ironically enough, my parents had actually f'eared that 
this might happen to me, much more than I had, because 
•••• Umanyo had got banned regularly, and I just really 
told them that I was heavily involved with them - I 
mentioned it once, so every time it got banned, it made 
this major impression on them, you see, and De Boger (?) 480 

also started taking pictures of' us distributing it and 
being harrassed by the police and so on - so they saw 
all this in the papers and got quite incredibly worried 
about me, so it l'lasn•t a total shock to them - but I 
think socially it was hell of' a dif'f'icult f'or them ••• 

and my f'ather had to go and speak to his boss about it 
and ••• it was in the newspapers and everything •••• 
and he went to speak to the Head of' Security Police 
about it as well ••• 

He , of' his own volition went? 
was going to accomplish? 

lfhat did he think he 
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Well, he just wanted •••••• they don't give reasons or 
anything, so he wanted to know w·hy, and the guy woul.dn • t 
tell. him ; and he '"anted to know what I 1 m allowed to do 
and what I 1 m not allowed to do and that sort of' thing. 

1Vha.t '\'las the '"orst thing about it, really? 

I think the social pressure, much more than anything else 
just being in that kind of' close community and ••• all 
their f'riends knO'\'ling about it and ••••• it not really 
being talked about to them, I think -

at work I think my !'ather was in a much more supportive 
environment - and my mother - her own net'\'IOrk of' f'riends 
• • • • which are usually very supportive - but just \~hen ••• 
••••• the bigger community gathering- like church, I 
think you're always very aware of' what other people think. 

•••••••••••• did you distribute these things yourselves? 

Yes. 

••• didn't you even have blacks going into the townships 
to do it? 

Well, ••• we distributed in two ways- through the Advice 
Bureau - you see, the Advice Bureau had various •••• 
worked through f'actory committees at that stage, so if' 
people f'rom a f'actory came to the Advice Bureau, the 

Advice Bureau employed organisers and so on, so the 
organiser would go back with the people to the f'actory 
and try and organise around whatever particular issue 
there was, and sign up people as members of' the Advice 
Bureau - set up a f'actory committee - try to get it 
recognised by :t-1anagement and so on ••• 

so operating quite a lot like a union, but a f'airly 
de-centralised kind of' union -

so some of' our •••• or half'- I can't quite remember 
the proportions - but we distributed directly through 
the f'actory committees, which we just delivered to the 
Advice Bureau, and they handed out there. 

The rest we took to the industrial. areas and handed out, 
which was quite an interesting experience •••• 

So what was it like? 

The reception was very good , always - there was almost 
no hostility that I can remember - also what we tried 
to do was have the same people regularly at the same 
place - and by the end we were bringing it out reg
ularly once a month - so you actually got to recognise 
people and so on ••••••• and police always ••••••• 

there was a lot of' problems getting people to actually 
hand out, because •76 got progressively heavier and ••••••••• 
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••••• every time we handed out, everybody, more or less, 
at least got their names taken and pamphlets confiscated. 
and most people got dragged off to the police station 
and kept there for a couple of hours and harrassed so •••• 

the volunteers sort of dropped dramatically! - and there'd 
been a march in Cape Town in 1 76, in protest, and a whole 
lot of people had got arrested for that, and were scared 
to be arrested again •••• I think 4 or 5 people were 
detained afterwards, 

so all the people who were heavily involved in student 
politics, or in the union movement, didn't want to get 
arrested, because they might, then, be detained - and 
questioned -

so, increasingly, I was going out with this brigade of 
innocent, young, first year students, who were told to 
say that they know nothing about the paper, or about 
Wages Commission or anything, and they just got everything 
from me, when they were questioned by the police. 

So you were the instigator. 

•••• so I was the big, bad boy, yes. 

How would you define that role - did you - had you, 
certainly not in your youth or before •••••••• sitting 
around in industrial areas, and dealing with black workers 
on that level? 

No , before I got involved with the newspaper, I'd been 
involved with the Advice Bureau, ,.,here ,.,e•d had some 
contact - and I '\'las teaching literacy at the same time, 
which involved some contact with blacks -

and it was all a very new experience for me then - by 
•76 it wasn't so new. 

Did you write the articles, or did you write them in 
consultation or •••• 

Well, we had an elective (?) 540 editorial group , yes ••••• 

lfere there blacks on it? 

No, it was all Wages Comm. people - we got articles from 
the union as well, but we didn't really edit that or anything 
we just printed it as we got it. 

Did you get criticisms or questions from people who would 
say "What are you whites running a paper for blacks? 11 

No. 

And if someone said that, how would you answer it -
if you talk about worker democracy, or this or that 
why weren't there blacks on those committees - on that 
editorial committee? 
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Well, we were printing articles, although to a very 
limited extent - that were writtv.n by the organisers 
in the union and so on, but there wasn t t any kind o:f 
working •••••• sitting together in the same grouping 

betw·een the students and the people more involved in 
the Advice Bureau, so we just printed whatever we got 
:from them - we didn't edit it, but basically, we wrote 
the articles •••• 

that was something that we were :fairly awore o:f, but 
there didn't seem to be any kind o:f practical way o:f 
overcoming it - other than trying to build up a viable 
union that could actually run its ow.n news-letter and 
be divorced from campus totally which is what all o:f 
us, I think, were aiming at. 

•••••••••••••••• what was your contact with blacks then 
JJ.tst people who came to :fetch the newspaper and to buy 
the newspaper? 

Well, •••••••••• the people more involved in Wages 
Comm. worked at the Advice Bureau itself' :fairly reg
ularly, where we met people, and worked 1rith people -

we - :for the newspaper, we went out to various comm
ittees to speak to them about stories - i:f there lll'as a 
strike somewhere, we'd go out to the people and inter
view them, and try and write a story around that, so 
that was primarily the sort o:f contact that we had -

the people who were running the Advice Bureau i~sel:f 
were running an education programme, so people l~Tere 
involved with that, but that was mostly the initiated 
kind o:f people - had a lot more contact with the people 
:from the various :factory committees and so on. 

How would you describe the way you saw the role o:f 
whites then? 

As I said earlier, I think I would say as a supportive 
role - at that stage we had certain kinds o:f resources 
that we could o:f:fer - that we wanted to try and build 
a union movement, basicall~ - not build it, but to 
strengthen what little there was o:f a union movement 
at that stage -

and that, hopefully, we would phase ourselves out -
and that's very much how I see my role -I think other 
people probably had less stress on the phasing out 
process. 

This is a huge question ••••••• what was your understanding 
o:f why you were looking at that area - \~Thy unions - did 
you :feel like that was a particular :forte o:f yours or 
•••••• interesting, or did you just :figure "This is it -
the black lii'Orker unions -it's the only thing worth 
getting into 1" 
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• • • I '\'las involved in a whole range of' other things -
I got elected onto the executive of' 1vages Comm. at the 
end of' 1 75, so that was the main thing - I was working 
f'or S . S . D. - Students f'or Social Democracy, which is 
aimed at students on campus -

I was doing a f'air amotmt of' NESUS work and so on , so I 
wasn ' t only involved in that , but I think •••••• Wages 
Comm., in a lot of' ways , was the real relevant part of' 
NESUS at that stage , and I think that emphasis came 

quite a lot f'rom a more rigorous kind of' socialist 
analysis - emphasis on the importance of' the working 
class , and I think that was my f'eeling as well - that ' s 
basically why I saw the tmions as being really important . 

You talked about your parents• reaction to being banned 
etc . - ••••••••• did you think they were taking it too 
seriously? 

Well , on the basis of' the limited kind of' information 
which I 1 d given them about what I was doing ••• it was •••• 

• • • ••• I 1 m saying the government ••••••••••• you sotmded 
as though you thought they were being a bit dramatic to 
have banned you - how did you f'eel about the banning? 

I f'elt that it was largely punitive , because I was 
actually going to go teaching the next year - I wasn • t 
going to be on campus , or involved in Wages Comm. - I 
wasn 1 t quite sure how my relationship with the Advice 
Bureau would work out then •••• 

Where were you going to teach? 

At a coloured school •••• and a couple of' other people 
were also leaving Varsity at that stage •• • thinking 
about what kind of' jobs to do and so on, 

so in a lot of' ways the banning was more as a ptmishment 
•••• a deterrant f'or other people to actually •• • •• 
talking specifically about the grouping who brought out 
the newspaper - they were saying "We definitely don • t want 
that to happen again" -

in the wider perspective , I think they were partly 
looking f'or scape-goats in the tmion movement f'or 1 76 . 

• • • • • • • 

••••• but , as I say, I don • t -I can see why they 
banned me - because I obviously look like a leading 
conspiratorial f'igure in this little grouping , so I 
don ' t think it was silly in that sense , but I think 
it was more punitive than ••••••• 

And what ef'f'ect did it have on you? 
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It was •••• quite effective in a lot of ways -it 
really cuts one off from open political activity, 
and the political scene in Cape Town got really trans
formed during the time that we were banned, in terms 

of setting up civic ••• the whole rise of the civic 
organisation - the real emergence of a strong trade 
Wlion movement in the coWltry, and so on - and a whole 
lot of other projects - like community news-letters and 
so on -

none of which we could be involved in, and it was a hell 
of an isolated feeling coming back five years later -
it was very nice in some ways - all these new people 
that you don't actually know - being involved, 

but in terms of politics, it's quite effective, I think 
I mean if it really were aimed at people who are oper
ating at an WldergroWld level, then it wouldn ' t really 
be effective, 

but we all saw our roles fairly self-consciously as not 
Wlderground - as being open political activity. 

What was the date you were banned? 

23rd. I think, of November, 1976. 

What did you do during that time just briefly? 

Well, the first three months was the most dreadful time -
I was banned to Pinelands , so I wasn't allowed into 
Cape Tolm. or lfynburg, which means that you're not allowed 
to commWlicate with other banned people - one of them 
was my lover, 

and if you're allow·ed into the same area, you can sit 
in the same house behind locked doors and closed 
curtains, and it's fairly difficult to prove that you 
were commWlicating with the person, but it's much more 
difficult that one of you had to be in the wrong area 
to be in that house, or two of you aren't allowed to be 
in the same area. 

She was banned to where? 

She was banned to Cape Town, and that was also •••• a 
bit of a culture shock for my parents, because they 
didn't actually knOl'i that we were having a relation
ship at that stage, 

and the only way that we were allowed to see each other 
was to ask to get married, and Debbie l'ias Jewish - and 
she'd been living in the same house as I was, and my 
parents had told me when I moved into that house -
"You know what will happent" 
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• • • • and her Sumame was Budlinder, which, in Cape Town, 
is not a good sumame to have, because her brother had 
been in the £ore£ront o£ the '72 demonstrations •••••• 
he was news-maker o£ the year in that year -

so she was a Communist who'd led me down the garden path 
•••••• so we had a rather bitter £ight about that •••• 
anyway, eventually we got permission to get married. 

I couldn't do any kind o£ relevant job, which was also 
£airly shit •• i£ you've done a B.A. and you get banned, 
you're not allowed to teach; you're not allowed write; 
you 1 re not allo,.,ed to do research £or any publication, 

so there's not too much le£t do to - it's a real problem 
£inding a job ••• when I went to Varsity originally, I 
got a bursary £rom Li£e Assurance Co. - I was going to 
do real (?) 688 science, but I changed my mind a£ter one 
year- just did a straight B.A., so I still had the 
bursary commitment to work o££ - so they, sort o£, had 
to give me a job, 

so I worked £ull time £or them £or a year, and then I 
managed to persuade them to give me a part-time job, 
and I started doing an M.A. at the same time - quite a 
lot o£ us started doing M.A's at that stage - just to 
be doing something constructive. 

In what £ield did you do it? 

I started o££ doing something on the •••••• history o£ 
the 1rorking class in Cape Town in the t JOts, but changed 
it eventually, to looking at rural organisation in the 
• 20 t s and 'JO • s 

••••• the A.N. c. started organising £arm 1rorkers in the 
rural areas, and the people that were kicked out o£ the 
A.N.C. because they were too militant - they organised 
all along the coast to Craddock up to (?) 705 Middle 
burgh. 

lofha t department? 

Economic History, which was • • • • when I ,.,as at Varsity, 
the only Le£ty course was CAGAL, which was Comparative 
A£rican Government and Law - which everybody did, and 

later Ian Vermister (?) 711 got a job in Economic 
History, so that became the leading thing - it still 
is, I think- the leading Le£ty department ••• so a 
whole lot o£ us ended up doing M.A.'s- in terms o£ 
political involvement, I was doing very little -

more or less keeping in£ormed o£ what was happening 
towards the end o£ my banning order, I got involved 
in a £ew writing groups and so on - but we were £airly 
care£ul about our banning orders, by and large. 

lVhat kind o£ writing groups did you mean? 
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Producing Popular Histories, basically ••• • ••• there ' s a 
group producing ( •••••• • ) 724 group and an Economic 
History group, which does general histories . 

Did you ever compare - or ever chat l'li th s omeone '"ho t s 
black who w·as banned to see ••••••• • ••••• if' there were 
differences in terms of' the way it immobilised you or 
••••• do you think f'or a white it's especially ef'f'ective 
to be banned - with blacks , if' you •re in the to,mships , 
you ' re still in touch with something by definition -
or is there not much to be in touch with in Pinelands 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • do you think that there l'las differences 
did you ever speak to b~acks - •••• did you ever sense 
that that '\'las a real l'lay to immobilise white activists? 

Yes ••• I didn • t speak to any at the time , but I spoke 
to some people later on , and I think there is a real 
difference, in that ••••••• I think as a whitie you feel 
a lot •••••••• • ••• although there's a fairly big Lef't 
white community, so , in that sense , you don•t feel all 
that isolated, 

but you feel a lot less in touch with what is happening 
on the ground , than if' you' re in a black area - theoret
ically we weren ' t allowed to go into black areas - that 
was one of' the things about our banning orders , 

so I think there are very real differences - I think 
people - black and banned have a more rigorous police 
presence to cope with than we had, although we were 
'\'latched a fair amount of' the time , but I don t t think 
quite as much. 

Did you ever break the order , or have any trouble or 
anything like that? 

Well , I was never caught - I think most of' us l'iere 
fairly good and careful about it - we did see each 
other on occasions, but we just locked the doors and 
closed the curtains , and made sure there were enough 
people in the house so that each of' us could be see ing 
somebody else, and 

the most problematic thing is that you ' re only allowed 
to be with one other person at any time , so that res
triction you break the whole time •••• • • • 

As f'ar as your parents getting upset about ••• the act 
of' having been banned •••• you were in f'or f'ive years -
and all through that time they worried about the social 
stigma? They got used to it? 

•••• they also got used to Debbie pretty quickly-
they ended up liking her quite a lot - by the end of' it , 
it wasn ' t really a particular hassle • ••• 

What about family gatherings and that kind of' thing? 
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lvell, we more or less ignored it there - that was one 
of the things my father got from the Head of the Security 
Police- that family gatherings are O.K., although they 
basically aren't - but we decided to ignore it for 
family gatherings. 

END OF TAPE ( 1) 

••••••• but there '"'ere about 20 orders due to expire in 
the next six months or so, so it was obviously an opp
ortune time to have a propaganda exercise. 

So you figure it was purely for propaganda reasons that 
they decided to do ••••• 

I think there's been real changes in the banning policy -
that they1 re banning a lot less people than they used to, 
and I think that was the beginning of the switch, but I 
think they just tried to make some propaganda out ••••• 

it 1 s much less spectacular if peoples• banning orders 
just lapse than when you can stand up in Parliament and 
say you're withdrawing~ banning orders. 

~ '<:) 
So you didn't feel a terrific sense of relief when it 
happened ••• 

No , it was actually quite shit, because •••••• in Cape 
Town we were a fairly close group of about 8 people, 
who'd been very good friends, and worked together really 
hard and everything -

and two of us didn't get un-banned, which was three 
months before the banning order '"'as due to expire, so 
it looked like they were going tore-ban them •••• 

Who '"'ere they? 

Judy Favish and Jeremy Baskin - they didn't re-ban them 
in the end, but •••••• they were the two people the 
police liked least, so they obviously just wanted to 
make them sweat it out for another three months to ••••• 

Why did they like them least? 

They were the white Communists, I think • ••. they just 
take a dislike to some people, you know. 

So you were un-banned - just tell me about that process 
of re-involvement - did your parents lecture you that 
"O.K., no''~ you're unbanned, but don•t you think you 
shouldn't get involved" or did you think to yourself 
"Well •••••••" or were you just dying to get back into 
society - what was it like? 



WILLIE HOFMEYR. 021. PAGE 21. 

W.H. 

J .F. 

lf. H. 

J.F. 

w.H. 

J.F. 

w.H. 

J.F. 

W.H. 

I think we were all very keen to get back ~to society 
my parents didn't give me any •••• they sort o£ made 
little noises about tak~g it easy and all that, but 
they '"eren 1 t particularly heavy about it. 

Having the banning order and going back ~to politics 
as a white - look~g £or a place to re-~volve - did you 
£eel like you were enter~g ~to a ne'\11' era - that you 
were just ~ a totally dif£erent time and space than 
'"hen you had been banned £ive years before - ,.,.hat '\ms 
that like? 

It was very de£~ite1y very di££erent - politics ~ Cape 
Town anyway had been very much trans£ormed ~ those £ive 
years ••••••••• it's quite an ambivalent k~d o£ £ee1~g, 
because there's this whole thing about hav~g been 
banned, and people knowing about it and, like, be~g a 
heavy, and 

so we both got draw.n ~to things, Debbie and I - got 
dralm ~to th~gs £air1y slowly - ~itially, largely 
around the k~d o£ t~gs that we were do~g be£ore •••• 

neither o£ us got directly involved w·ith the union 
movement aga~, but we were doing work around - union 
support k~d o£ work - ~dustrial health groups and •••• 

£or which we had been do~g some computer work and re
search work while '"e were banned, and health care trust, 
and the grass roots community letter I got ~volved ~ 

•••• but one feels a bit ambivalent, because you're 
quite out o£ touch with the people '"ho are now ~ the 
struggle, and what's happen~g ~ the struggle, and 
what the dynamics are, 

big 
position, 

I 

and at the same time, you1 re supposed to be this 
shot - this heavy - it's quite a strange k~d o£ 
'"hich one is quite a lot aware o£ the '"hole time 
think a£ter about a year or so, it starts to fade. 

Did you get that M.A.? 

Yes, I 've actually just £inished it! - many years later! 

So '\oJhat did you do £or the rest o£ the time - those 
other years? 

Well , I was '\oJork~g the whole time - part time - I only 
1e£t the job~ the middle o£ last year ••• 

The Life Assurance? 

Yes - I was doing quite interest~g '\oJOrk by the end -
I '"as do~g a lot o£ computer work and so on - it was a 
very convenient job , because it 1-1as half day, but once 
I got un-banned, I got so ~volved in politics that my 
M.A. got left, by and large •• 



WILLIE HOFMEYR. 051 . PAGE 22 . 

J • F . 

W.H. 

J . F. 

W. H. 

So what \'laS the politics that you drew yourself into -
was it a year of going a bit s lo,-rly •••• ? 

There was various kinds of • • •••• mostly support kind of 
activities , I suppose - I got involved in grass roots 
ne,'/spaper fairly early • • • • • then I did a lot of •••••• 

even l'lhile I \'las banned, I did a fair amount of work on 
transport -research on transport - there ' s been quite 
a lot of opposition to bus fare increases , and there 
are public hearings to motivate it , so I did quite a lot 
of research for that , and work with the people in the 
communi ties '\'lho '\'lere doing that , 

and I got involved much more hecticly in things like 
labour history group and economic history research group 
and so on, so a lot of that was around activities -
labour history group supplies education booklets to the 
unions , and l'/e go and speak to the unions about it; 
sell it and so on . 

Do you think , over that time, your viel'l of how whites 
should be involved changed at all? 

In some ways - I don 1 t think very dramatically - I think 
that for me there ' s still a fairly acute awareness of 
the problem of l'lhi te domination of the struggle , and I 
think that the universities churn out quite a lot of 
Lefties - probably more so than any other place at this 
moment, 

and I think it ' s important for whites to be involved in 
the struggle, but I think there ' s a real need to be 
aware of the problems of white domination , which can 
happen hell of an easily •••• 

for me it ' s not the white domination as such- it ' s 
domination by intellectuals quite a lot, which I think 
is really the problem in a lot of ways •••••• I think 
for black intellectuals - quite often they can say 
they are just ••• it ' s easy for them just to have a look 
at the class differences and say they are the people, 

and I think there ' s probably less sensitivity today 
both amongst whities and blacks - about the issue than 
there was in our days - the mid '70's •••• • my theory is 
that it ' s related to the kinds of struggle -

when white intellectuals go and organise working class 
people , there ' s very clearly a difference -and there's 
very clearly a need to set up structures and ways to 
ensure that there ' s workers control, and that the in
tellectuals don ' t - or which intellectuals-come- whites 
don ' t run the show, whereas 

when you ' re in a kind of popular struggle, where every
body can be part of the struggle , that problem gets 
fudged over quite a lot - there ' s not that same real 
necessity to set up structures to ensure working class 
control, which for me is quite an important issue , still . 
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And do you think that that's something that whites 
aren't aware enough of - or do you think it also 
affects blacks? 

I think both- in the union movement I think there's a 
greater aw·areness of that still - but that's largely 
from the internal dynamics of the union movement anyway, 
but I think it's a really problematic issue in the 
popular movement -

community organisations and so on, and it's to do with 
political lines and so on, obviously - that lots of 
people don't see anything wrong with intellectuals 
leading the struggle - it's a very vanguard-ish type 
of approach. 

And what if someone would say "Well, how can you be 
critical - look at your role in Wages Comm. - you felt 
that you could lead and direct and contribute and then 
phase yourself out - what's the difference with whites 
being involved - or intellectuals being involved and 
also saying they're going to do the same thing?" 

Maybe I'm being over critical, but I think the situation's 
relatively different - I think within the emerging unions 
in the early '70's from very early on, structures ••••• 

workers control structures were set up to make the 
final decisions - that the white intellectuals who were 
involved in the union - they obviously had a say in 
influencing how people thought, but they didn't have an 
actual say •••• a formal say in decisions that were taken 

that structures were fairly soon set up, whereby the 
workers in the organisations made the decisions, whereas 
in popular •••• to call them popular organisations -
the issues are different, because intellectuals can 
belong to them as full members - it•s not as though 
they 1 re outsiders -

black intellectuals, say, but in the UDF whities as well 
they can belong as full members, and they don't see any 
need why they shouldn't participate as full members, 
and I think that is why there's less awareness, in a way, 
of the problems. 

So how can whites deal with this problem - how can they 
be aware and sensitive and counteract this - what do you 
do to deal with this problem? 

I think •••• if one•s, say, talking about the UDF in 
particular - I think the main emphasis has to be on 
making - on building working class leadership at all 
kinds of levels, 

and in containing the influence and role of the organ
isations of intellectuals - that the emphasis has to be 
on your mass based organisations, in giving them the 
greater say in how decisions are taken on the direction 
of the organisation, and making sure that those organ
isations actually try to draw in ordinary people - that 
they're not, in turn, dominated by intellectuals •••••••• 
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•••••••• and •••••• the popular movement is very young 
at this stage, so obviously one shouldn't be too critical, 
but I think I am critical to the extent that there are 
people who don't actually believe that it's necessary to 
do that - they don't see a problem of intellectual dom
ination. 

But you're not so critical that you wouldn't get 
involved •••••• 

I'm involved - I probably wouldn't lLke to be quoted on 
this, but I think most people probably know- but •••••• 
I'm involved in the UDF in a fairly dissident kind of 
position -

that I will push for those kinds of things, which aren't 
particularly popular positions in the UDF •••• 

But you didn't feel that you should boycott it, or you 
weren't so critical as are some people, who took that 
position that they just wouldn't want anything to do with 
the UDF - did you think at the time, very carefully about 
involving yourself first? 

For a long time I wasn't particularly •••• I'm still not 
really heavily involved in the UDF - for a long time I 
wasn•t, because I was just too involved in too many other 
things and I didn't have time ••• 

I 1ve always been involved in UDF related projects and 
things lLke grass roots ••• I think there's a strong 
argument that the UDF belongs to the '\'ling of the lib
eration movement that's going to ,'lin, and that one has 
to work within that, and try to m~ce it as democratic 
as possible, basically •••• 

1Vhy is there that strong argument - '\'lhy are you s.o clear 
that they• re on the '\'~inning side? 

I 'm not so sure that they're going to be on •••• I'm 
pretty sure - but I think fairly strong arguments have 
been put up - that because of the congress tradition 
and so on, that ultimately they are going to be the 
people that t~e over the power, but there is a strong 

right wing within congress, and that it's important to 
build a Left position within congress that will ensure 
a democratic and a socialist solution to the problem. 

••••••• you figure Right and Left is very apropos -
that there's a Right wing within ••••• 

Yes, definitely •••••• I think there's a very self
conscious Right wing - socialists '\'lho adopt specifically 
Right wing position , because they feel that is what 
should be done at the moment, but at the same time, I 
thuuc there's a real straight nationalist wing, basically, 
that is conservative to a greater or lesser extent ••••••• 
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•••••• I don't think they're hell of a conservative, but 
I think they ••••••• I don 1 t think it's incorrect to 
ta1k about the Right wing in congress. 

•••••••••• it's interesting that you say there's a~ost 
an historical inevitability factor •••• do you think 
that's something that's inevitable -that •••• a thrust 
in South African politics ••••••• kind of questions I 
ask everyone about when they first heard of the A.N.C. 
what their initial reactions were ••••••• do you think 
that's something that asserts itself and you have to 
deal with - a framework underlying things? 

Yes ••••• again , I wouldn't particularly like to be 
quoted on that, but what I would like to see is actually 
a strong, independent Left position built outside the 
A.N. C. in the country -

and I think that depends fairly crucially on where the 
unions go and what kind of position the unions are able 
to build outside the A.N.C. - I think there's a lot of 
hostility in the unions to the A.N.C. and the A.N.C. 
positions 

and there are also strong supporters of congress in the 
unions ••••• at the time -in '75/76, when I got involved 
in the ethic of the people who got involved in the early 
union movement - was that congress was a non-issue 

which it pretty much was at that stage there was no 
viable guerrilla war - and Mozambique, Angola, Rhodesia 
were all intact - there was virtually no internal 
presence of congress, and in the union movement, and there 
was very little friends of SACTU, 

and a lot of the unions set out to organise, fairly 
consciously, in a way, different from the way that SACTU 
had organised, and I think that they saw SACTU as 
basically a political organisation that claimed to be 
a union, more or less -

that they took up union issues - that that would be a 
crude characterisation, whereas the emphasis in the new 
unionisation has been very much on building shop floor 
control, and a strong factory floor organisation, lv-hich 
was seen as the real weaknesses in SACTU 

that you can chop off the leadership and the organisation 
just collapsed ••••• that's also a whole analysis of the 
relationship between SACTU and congress - that SACTU was 
very much subordinate - that they didn't attempt to 
build any kind of socialist positions , basically ••••••••• 
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••••••• largely just supported congress campaigns that 
were largely nationalist, 

so I think the people who got involved in the union 
movement in the early '70's were all committed socialists 
and saw themselves organising very much outside the 
£ramework o£ congress and congress tradition. 

••••••••• the important thing I'd like to pull in is 
do you acknowledge that principle o£ black - o£ 
working class leadership - what are the implications 
then in the £uture governmental system that you would 
envision - £or the role of whites - for the role of non
working class people •••••••••••••• is that a way that 
I can ask you the question of what you £oresee whites' 
position being in the future? 

Le£ty whites, or whites in the •••••• 

I guess I'm saying whites generally - i£ the leadership 
is black working class. 

••••• are you asking about a free South Africa, or •••• 

Yes. 

I don't think wet re actually going to get ,.,orking class 
leadership without a £airly long process of struggle -
I think- if there's a fairly serious threat of a soc
ialist society, or a strong socialist movement, there's 

going to be a deal with nationalists within congress -
and there'll be a -I think there's already moves towards 
building a non-racial Capitalism in South Africa, and 
that will happen, which will obviously ••••• 

I think will, for whites, involve probably a greater 
adaptation than ••••• the transformation of that society 
into a socialist one -I'm not sure •••• 

but to a large extent I would adopt a fairly standard 
UDF position - that what one tries to do ,.,hi tes is have 
them, at least, sympathetic ••••• not actually sympath
etic, but at least to neutralise them, and that they're 
not actively hostile to the new society. 

When you were thinking of which way to go , back in the 
early stages ••••••• you got right into Wages Comm. -
you came out and UDF was happening ••••• because of UDF 
happening you got involved - did you ever think back 
then of 1rorking with whites, or did it just seem that •••• 
why not? 

I can't say that I discounted it totally - I can see 
that it's important to do some kind of work in the white 
areas, but I would aay the kind of work largely around 
specific issues - to try and inform people - to basically, 
conscientise them to some extent about ,.,hat's going on 
in the Country, so it would be pamphlets; •••••••••••••• 



WILLIE HO F1-1EYR. 262 . PAGE 2] . 

W. H. 

J . F . 

W. H. 

J . F . 

W. H. 

J • F. 

W. H. 

J . F . 

w.H. 

J • F . 

W. H. 

••••••• public meetings and so on ••••• but for me , the 
struggle in South Africa at this stage is so weak that , 
I think it ' s a real problem to say that all one ' s 
efforts should go into organising whites , because I 

think organisation amongst black people is pretty p oor 
at this stage - as wel l a s the fact that I feel fairly 
alienated from '\oThite society - I have a much greater 
affinity and c loseness , often , to black people •••• 

not Africans , to that extent , but Coloured people , 
certainly •••• just in terms of feeling pol itically 
comfortable '\'lith people , which for me is fairly import
ant . 

Why more with coloureds and not with Africans? 

Because I think the clas s d i fferences are probably 
much greater •••••• I don ' t really have good African 
friends - I have people t hat I lmow and who are acq
uaintances , that I know relatively ,.,ell , but I think 
the differences in background and culture is just 

fairly immense at that kind of level - so I don ' t have 
real friends •••••• but , working in coloured areas , 
certainly, I feel that I can build up friendships in 
the process as well - t hat it ' s not only a process of 

organising , and slogging away and '\oThatever . 

lfuat kind of work in the coloured areas would that be? 

Through grass roots •••••• there ' s a certain amount 
of things - like selling grass roots from door to door 
selling at stations and so on •••• I ' m involved in 
SACOS quite a lot -in table tennis •••• which involves 
a lot more on- going contact with people , which is nice 
in a way •••••• in grass roots as well , but that ' s more 
with activists rather than with ordinary people -

and then on specific campaigns like the anti- election 
campaign , and so on , which is g oing from house to 
house ••••• 

Is the language part of that affinity? 

Yes ••••• that is probably part of it • •••• 

Would you speak Afrikaans with coloured people? 

Yes , I can . 

Would you - mainly? 

In SACOS not really •••••• English has very much been 
built as the ling ua franca , and is very much the meeting 
lang uage in a way •••• • •• even people ,.,ho really battle 
to speak English will speak English, rather than Afrik
aans at meeting s , so I speak largely English, but ••••••• 
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• • • • • • • it obviously depends - in more ,.,orking class 
areas it • s very de:finitely A:frikaans ,.,hich is the 
language o:f the people - but that also helps - being 
able to speak :fairly :fluently. 

Tell me about your involvements •••• how did you get 
involved lcith SACOS - do you consider that an important 
political involvement? 

I :feel a bit ambivalent about it {SACOS) now and then -
in terms o:f the political e:f:fectiveness , I ' m not always 
so sure about how important it is •• • •• :for me it ' s 
important :for that , but also just ••••• there are people 
:from a lot o:f di:f:ferent political tendencies involved in 
SACOS - they're not only :from UDF , but :from KEL (?) 325 

and unity movement and so on , so it actually is , :for me, 
an opportunity o:f building some kind o:f good relation
ships with those people, and there ' s a certain amount o:f 
political work that get s done in SACOS -

I probably spent more energy than it deserves , and I :feel 
a bit ambivalent about that , actually ••••• I ' m very 
involved in table tennis administration, you see , whic h 
gets me do'm every now and then . 

What • s the object there - just to sho,., that non- racial 
sport works? 

No, there are explicitly •••••• in club meetings there 
are political issues that get raised , and •••••• there 
is a move in SACOS to becoming more involved in activist 
kind o:f politics -

up to now it 1 s been very much dominated by unity movement 
tradition o:f :fairly abstentionist kind o:f politics , or 
emphasis on educating people - but that is changing ••• • 

a certain amount o:f organisation took place around the 
anti- election campaign - probably some kind o:f ••• I 
don ' t know - there ' s a bit o:f a debate about this All 
Blacks tour and things like that . 

Did they a:f:filiate to UDF? 

No - de:finitely won 1 t . 

••••• I heard that they - there was some report about 
them a:f:filiating. 

No- they ' ve had talks with ••• had some kind o:f peace 
talks with the UDF in the middle o:f last year , when 
some kind o:f more cordial working relationship was 
established -

initially relationships were quite cold between SACOS 
and the UDF. 

But I ' m sure I read that they were a:f:filiated. 
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No. •••••• I think it's possible that one of the 
provincial units might have affiliated, but I doubt it -
SACOS took a •••• reaffirmed its decision recently-
that it shouldn't affiliate to any political organisations, 

and l~BCOS (?) 367 was affiliated to KEL here, and it's 
actually been forced to disaffiliate. 

Do you think that there • s any arg ument - that any of 
your motivation that one should get involved in organ
isations just so that there's contact across the race 
that you're dealing with blacks in some activity, or 
is tha t not any kind of motivation ••••••••• 

In general - or me? 

Both. 

I think both are important -for me ••••• it just seems 
very anomolous to be saying you're w·orking for liber
ation struggle in South Africa if you don't particularly 
have contact \-Ti th blacks -

I thUU< it gets very isolated and very prone to the kind 
of undemocratic practices that emerge out of student 
politics, which •••••••• one loses one's sense of l-That 
one's fighting for ••••••••••••• 

END OF SIDE ONE . 

•••••• because that ends up with the leadership having 
the contact and telling you •••• this is what the town
ships really want - which happens in a lot of organis
ations, and it's not profoundly democratic, because it's 
normally a specific kind of interpretation, 

but I also think •••• there's quite a hot debate in Cape 
Town, and there has been over the last few months -
about l-Thether to set up a KAYDAK (?) 401 l-Thich l-Tould be 
similar to JAYDAK (?) 

and the idea has more or less been throlm out, and I 
think ••••• I don't think that you can draw people into 
•• ••• I don't see l-That the purpose of an all l-Thite 
organisation is -

I think if you want to persuade left liberals or l-Thoever -
to become more sympathetic to the liberation movement, 
you've got to •••• for them, I think, it's also important 
to have the contact with blacks - not to get involved 
in an all white organisation, 

because most of the Left liberals have their own kinds 
of organisations anyway, where they have contact, and 
I don't think a l-Thi tie only organisation is going to have 
any great attraction for them, firstly, but also ••••••••• 
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•••••••• that they need t o hav e a sense , and get a sense 
of what the real demands are , and where people are and 
s o on - and not just get t old that •••• sec ond hand or 
third hand , which is always a l o t less - make s a l o t 
less o f an impression on somebody , I think . 

But aren ' t there areas - UDF areas 
l'lhi te? 

area committees all 

Yes . So far they've •••• haven ' t '\'lorked that much in 
the white areas - a lot o f their work ' s been in doing 
l'IOrk for c ampaigns in b lack areas - like in the anti
election c ampaign - there was no '\'IOrk done in the white 
areas •••• 

the l'lhite area people worked as individuals in various 
other areas , and even day to day handing out pamphlets 

- largely handing o ut pamphlets in industrial areas -
stations and so on , where i t is to blacks , so 

in going to meetings and so on ••••• it ' s not whit es 
only meetings , basic ally. 

So you think that the JERLAKS and all those are mis 
directed - you don ' t think that ' s •••••• of the future? 423 . 

No . I think there are stronger arguments in J o ' burg, 
probably, for JODAK . 

Why'l 

Well , I think in Cape Town the arg ument for non- racial 
organisation is much stronger , because there ' s a long 
history of non- racial organisation - that there hasn ' t 
been separate organisations for coloureds and Africans , 
even - up till the ' 50 ' s , when the A. N . C., or 

'\'/hen the congress movement decided to split it , and the 
so- called coloured peoples ' congress '\'las set up quite a 
lot from imperatives elsewhere in the country, and 
there was a lot of local opposition to the idea ••••• 

just in terms of the reality of what ' s been happening 
that there ' s been very little problem 1'1ith white 
individuals '\'IOrking in coloured areas in anti- election 
campaigns or whatever - there ' s been very little hos
tility or any problems about that - other than problems 
of domination . 

••••••• I don ' t thuuc JODAK was set u p because of problems 
of campaigning in lands ( ?) 437 I don ' t kn0'\'1 that that ' s 
directly related . 

Well , as far as I lmOl.;, they have done nothing in Lens (?) 439 
around the election campaign - they 1-1ere told to stay out 
and they did . 

Whereas 1-1hat - here coloured people said come in and 
help us org anise? 
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Well , in Jo 1 burg, I think the line '\liaS that they 
shouldn ' t - that it 1..ras not actually possible -

And is there a line here? 

I thLnk here the line ' s much more muted , because there ' s 
been a much greater tradition of' 1..rorking together •••• • 
things l£ke g rass roots and those kinds of' projects 
pre-dated the UDF , and in those kinds of' projects , whities 
have been 't..rorking in black areas, 

and in meat strikes and those kinds of' things , so there 
is a history , so it ' s n o t so easy to reverse that , 
whereas in Jo • burg there ' s much less of' a history, and 
the line is also much stronger than it is here, 

and I think here , there ' s a stronger Lef't opposition . 

So what are you doing - are you a member of' the UDF? 

Yes - in the Observatory Area Committee . 

Do you have any relations with the Cape Action League? 

Not f'ormally ••••• I don ' t belong or do work f'or the 
Cape Action League, but I know a f'air amount of' people 
1..rho do 1..rork f'or them or are very active in it . 

Are there 1..rhites 1..rho work f'or them? 

There are other 1..rhities as well, although I don't know 
them particularly, and I know of' people mostly blacks . 

So would you f'eel it would be important to also be in
volved in CAL, or do you think you shouldn ' t just only 
be involved in UDF - you should have relations 1nth 
various organisations? 

I ' m a bit of' a maverick in that idea of' relations '\rith 
people in most organisations - my background being the 
union movement more than anything else , and through 
table tennis, I lmo1..r some unity movement people as well , 
although not particularly well . 

And what would they be members of'? 

Well, the Ne'\..r Unity Movement ' s just re- launched ••• ••• • • 
APTUSA (?) 463 was in 1Maritzburg , but they ' ve joined 
something called the New Unity Movement , which here ••••• 

there ' s a f'ederation of' Cape civic associations is a 
Unity Movement organisation , which is f'airly strong here . 

Are you involved 'nth them also? 

No •••• I lmo,,. a couple of' people who are f'airly active, 
but I don ' t really have much contact 1..rith that . 
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So why ••••••••••••••• are you keeping your options open? 

No ••••••••••••• I suppose my long term aim- or vision o£ 
what should happen in the struggle is that there should 
be some kind o£ coming-together o£ the Le£t - some kind 
o£ socialist party, rather than just a populist party -

and so I think it's important to keep bridges or paths (?) 475 
open to Le£tists and other organisations - I also think 
ultimately that we're not going to win liberation o£ any 
kind without a £airly broad Le£t movement, 

and without a broad liberation movement coming together 
and working together, and I think £or that it is also 
important that •••••• people don't only have similar 
policies, but actually have working relationships ••••• 

that there's some kind o£ mutual trust, and it's hell o£ 
a di££icult to promote that in a climate such as we're 
in sometimes, but that is my position. 

So tell me •••••• you just don't think that there's a 
point £or you to go into your community and try to 
organise whites? 

No , I think there's some point - I think it's limited ••••• 
personally, to me, it's not hell o£ an attractive, but 
also I don't thiru~ it should be the main £ocus o£ white 
area committees, 

because I think i£ the UDF, as such, decides that work 
should be done in the white areas, and it's not only 
whities doing it - I don•t have a problem with that at all, 

but I think, i£ you're organising in the white areas , 
it's important the whole time, to •••••• not to pretend 
that the UDF is a white organisation, or to try and draw ••••• 

I think i£ you want to draw people into the UDF - to 
sympathise with it - at the very least, w·hat you must 
get £rom them is a commitment to working in a non-racial 
- sort o£, non-racial, organisation, and that they've 
got to see real live blacks around them. 

So you'd bring them in - to help? 

I£ you have an - a meeting or something, £or instance, 
I don't think you should have the Le£t Liberals speaking 
on your plat£orm only- I don't mind one or two ••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • JERDAK and all those always have a black. 

Yes, but I think they should be the dominant or main 
speakers £or one •••• I'm not quite sure how one over
comes that in practice, but ••• £or me JODAK just has 

ended up '\'lOrking • • • • • • like against the anti-election 
campaign - I don't think they even brought out pamphlets 
the '"hities didn't even hand out pamphlets to blacks ••• •• ••. 
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•••••• who were in the are a , and the y didn ' t e v en g o to 
J o' burg Stati on , or the bus terminuses and hand out 
pamphlets there ••••• that was the extent t o whic h 
they ,.,ere kept out - by both their O'\m leadership and the 

leadership of others , whereas - that could never happen 
here , and I think it ' s important •••• if somebody c omes 
a c tually wants to come and j oin UDF - I don ' t think 
they' re going to be p art icularl y chuffed at having to 
work in white areas onl y , 

or not bumping into any blacks , because •••• I just 
r emember f rom '\'lhen I first g ot involved in politic s 
that - in a way , you really need to feel that contact 
and to be in contact with what ordinary people want , 

and what you ' re really fighting for - and not to have 
other whities telling y o u what the blacks are fighting 
for ••••• • 

things like goi ng into peoples ' houses and seeing how 
shit it is , and just realising those kinds of things . 

Did you think a lot of your views are very Cap e rooted 
you talk about the tradit ion of non- racialism ••••• 

I think it ' s more •••••• views that are more strongly 
held by a larger section of the UDF in Cape Town and 
elsewhere ••••• so to that extent it is ••••• 

I think a lot of the people - a lot of the Left in 
Jo 1 burg stayed out of JOD~, basically, and those ,.,ould 
be the people ,.,ho, by and large , ,.,ould insist on a more 
principled kind of non- racial organisation. 

••••••••• I ' m still going to push you, because I just 
think there 1 ve been so many - \'lhat 1cill later seem to 
me like contradictions ••••••••••••••• How· you do see 
the role of \'lhites - do you see it as primarily to be 
involved 1rith blacks in just a minor \'lay , to organise 
whites - do you think there 's any point in organising 
whites •••••••••••••••• if I just give you that open 
question , ,.,hat w·ould you say their role should be? 

I think whites' role has to be e s sentially supportive 
I think one needs fairly strong kind of structural 
organisational safeguards to ensure that there ' s not 
domination by whites , but 
I ,.,ould say , more broadly, by intellectuals ••••• 

I think that there is an important role to play in white 
areas , in terms of organisation , both in dra\'ling more 
people into the UDF and just into popularising it to 
some extent - ,.,ork '\'lhich will obviously be done largely 
by ,.,hi ties , but I think it 1 s important to try and evolve 

'\'lays and means of actually making that presence not only 
a ,.,hi te presence •••••••• the UDF has a Cape To'\m region , 
'\'lhich includes Boerkaap ( ? ) 550 and lfoodstock and •••••••• 
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and to work jointly when one can, so that the presence 
isn ' t only a ,.,hi te presence ••••• 

so overall , I think there ' s a fairly limited, but important 
role for whites in the struggle overall, and then prob
ably a more important role in terms of working in the 
white areas , 

but, I think it ' s important to keep that non-racial 
presence the whole time - or as much of the time as 
possible anyway. 

So ,.,as the Congress of Democrats a big mistake? 

I would say so , yes . 

Do you see any hope of moving Afrikaaners • ••••••••••••• 
you talked a lot about it , and it seems that you have 
thoughts about it - do you just '\ofrite-off Afrikaaners 
moving - do you think they ' re just a sprinkling -
yourself included - that the rest are hopeless - how 
w·ould you feel about it? 

I think there ' s a sprinkling- I think amongst the youth 
• ••• the problem of talking from Cape To'm is that I 
think that I( •••••••• • ) 568 in the Transvaal ' s very 
different , and that ' s where most of the m are 

I think if you go to Stellenbosch and so on , there ' s a 
fairly active kind of Left there, and I don ' t have much 
contact ,.n. th them, but I had vague contact ,.n. th them -

I think a sort of Left that ' s quite a lot into counter
culture- ish kinds of things, rather than any kind of 
coherent socialist positions • ·••• • • 

it supports things like UDF and so on, probably with a 
little bit of prodding, so I think there ' s a potential 
for some kind of movement in places like Stellenbosch -

but I think also there , the line has changed substantially 
it was the place that turned out the idealog ues , and 
the ideolog ues have changed their positions quite a lot , •••• 

overall I really don 1 t know what ' s going to happen to 
the whities - I think my impression of the Transvaal is 
that the youth is quite reactionary in a modern ,.,ay -
the Afrikaaner youth -

I think the intellectuals may be less so, but amongst 
people who don ' t g o to Varsity and so on , I think there ' s 
a really very elite racialism still , and I don ' t know 
h ow one ' s going to cope with that in a liberated South 
Africa - I think thing s are going to be fairly bloody 

at · a ome stage or another ••• • •••• in Zimbabwe they seem 
to have coped to some extent with the racists, I suppose , 
but • ••••••• at some cost , but •• • ••• I think, eventually 
it ' s going to boil do'lm. to some k ind of level of •••••••• 
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•• • ••• trauma that ' s basically going to mean that it ' ll 
be more acceptable to have blacks around, and to have -
than to have to go on f'ighting. 

In Zimbabwe they coped at some cost - to what? 

I think to the broad aims of' the liberation struggle . 
work 

What/are you doing now and - how do you see your role 
••••••••••••• what areas are you going to get involved 
in that you think would be where \"lhites can do something? 

I ' ve started studying Law, where I think there ' s a lot 
of' \rork that needs to be done • •• • • I suppose it f'its 
in broadly with my conception of' the kind of' support 
,..,.ork , broadly , that whi tea can do • • • • • • • in terms of' ••••• 

there's a lot of' union litigation going on at the moment 
in the Industrial Court and so on - just in terms of' even 
helping ordinary people , and helping to build organisations 
that operate through Advice Bureaux and so on , 

and helping to win small victories , in terms of' helping 
politicos and political trials and so on , and I think 
it ' s important •••••• 

Next year I ' ll be studying part time and working f'or the 
Industrial Health Research Group part time , which is a 
more directly support activity - most of' their ,..,.ork 
involves research and education training programmes f'or 
unions around the Industrial Health issues , so 

there ' s been this \\'hole MOSA {?) 626 Act , and- saf'ety 
committees no,..,. have to be set up in f'actories and so on , 
so there ' s a lot of' work that needs to be done in training 
\\'Orker representatives in saf'ety proc edures and what 
things are important . 

What does MOSA stand f'or? 

Nachinery and Occupational Saf'ety Act ••••••• so that 'rill 
be broadly ,..,.orking with the union movement , w·hich will 
be , f'or me , quite exc iting, I think , but again it ' s 
f'airly limited - those kinds of' things - as to ho\\' many 
people can do it and so on •••••• 

If' it came to the push, I ' probably could get a job in a 
union , just because of' my back- ground and so on , but 
f'irstly my position is that there are too many whities 
in the union movement , and that there are too many 
intellectuals in it - it ' s time that those kinds of' 
people started pulling out of' the unions, 

so I don ' t see myself' moving into the union movement -
into a paid job there •• 
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With all the hopelessness of moving Afrikaaners , do you 
think you ' ve moved at least tl'iO - being your parents 
do you think some parents will move because of thei r 
kids - do you think •••••••• ? 

No , I think they ••••••• my parents in a way fairly 
e xplic itly announc ed i t ( ?) 648 because - in ' 74 when 
'"e were having these long major debates - in the end 
they sort of said "O . K., well they ' ve decided to vote 
Prog" and that the onl y reason 1-1hy they 1-1ould have 

considered voting for the Nat ional Party or the United 
Party 1rould be to safeguard the future of their c hildren 

the children 
••••• they/don ' t seem interested in safeg uarding their 
own future! (Not clear - t oo much laughing ! ) 655 so ••• 

I think that kind of thing probably 1v.i.ll happen to some 
extent . 

My last question •••••• i s this an interesting exercise 
is this at all useful - is it a valid thesis - have you 
heard some people going aro und trying to look at white 
resistance - 1'iOUld you say "This is not useful " or do 
you think it could be in any way? 

I don ' t kn.0'\'1 how· useful it would be - I can see some 
use for it - I think it ' d be hell of an interesting , 
anyway , and important in trying to trace some of the 
dynamics of 1-1h ite resistance , or \vhite opposition , 

and I think the \vhi te Left is playing a hell of a 
crucial role in the liberation struggle ••••• even 
excluding the Liberals like Helen Susman and so on , 
w·ithin the liberation movement as such , I think 1'ihities 

are playing quite a crucial role at tlris stage in terms 
of lines and thing s like that , and in terms of that 
it ' ll be both interesting and quit e important ••••• 

I think it 1 11 be quite difficult to try and •••• I don ' t 
101ow to what extent one can write all t h is in a book , 
but I think it ' ll be quite interesting to try and trace 
the kinds of developments that have taken place , 

because a s far as I kno\v , this hasn ' t been documented 
at all ••••• 

But it ' s interesting to hear you say because you believe 
in 1-1orking class leadership and emphasis , and black 
emphasis, so ho1'i could you say that thi s is important? 

I think it ' s politically important - mostly for the 
white Left , probably, but also ••••• I think it ' s 
important in terms of the kinds of issues that it raises 

around those t h ing s I was speaking of earlier - an 
awareness of the problems of domination , and for me •••• 
like the way that NESUS operates is a huge problem, 

and I think f or a lot of people - there ' s quite a great 
awarenes~:o£:l'':campus \vhite Left , even 1v.i.thin the s traight 

UDF camp ••••••••••• 
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W.H. ••••• of that- that in NESUS people get trained quite a 
lot in a fairly un-democratic practice - just because of 
the nature of NESUS being largely unrepresentative , 
basically, 

in trying to pull along the mass of students on some 
specific issues , and knowing pretty well that you don ' t 
actually represent them, and just a kind of( •••••• ) 702 
behind the scenes poli tics , and things that go on there , 

which has had a really terrible effect on the way that 
the liberation movement operates inside the country 
lots of those practices have just become entrenched in 

the struggle from those kinds of people coming off 
campus and operating in the same way , and I think , just 
awareness of those kinds of issues and • •• i t ' s hell of 
an important to try and build - I don 1 t kno,., if you 
can do that , 

but I thllli~ you can raise some of the issues around 
that , which, for me ••••• I think a hell of a big 
divide within the ,.,hite Left at the moment is between 
••••• to characterise it in terms of Left of going to 
Communist movement would be what would be, roughly kind 
of ne,., Left Euro- Communist kind of people , 

which is quite a lot my generation , ,.,ho place quite a 
lot of emphas.is on democracy , and against the ,.,ay that 
the Communist Party operated in this country earlier, 
and the ,.,ay that those practices operated within the 
C.P. - I mean l'lithin Congress and SACTU, 

and the newer generation , which have fairly uncritically 
embraced the modes of operating of the fifties , haven ' t 
come to terms ••• • •• 

in the South African Communist Party , have never come to 
terms with Stalinism - it was still one of the most 
thoroughly Stalinised parties in the ,.,orld -

and there ' s fairly uncritical acceptance of those kinds 
of ways of organising and operating, which gets entren
ched to some extent , by the practices within the student 
movement , 

and , politically, ideologi cally, that is the big divide 
in the Left at the moment - between people who push 
traditional Communist Party positions - like internal 
Colonialism; like National Democratic Struggle ; like 

keeping the leadership of the struggle in the hands of 
the Socialists, but not really talking about socialism 
at a mass level , so that , once liberation is won, then 
the Socialists ,.,ill have control and they ' 11 make sure 
that we get Socialism, which I think is very different 
from the kind of vision that other people - in the 
unions in particular - have about ho,., Socialism should 
be attained - it goes together with the critique ••••••• 
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•••••• of Eastern European society, or the adultation (?) 761 
of it •••• 

And the 'l'lhat? 

The sort of , uncritical acceptance of it •••••• I think 
the soli darity kind of ••••••• a lot of the union move
ment people would see solidarity a s as a kind of model , 
almost •••••• as a really mass based working class move
ment -

it had membership of 80% of the 'l'IOrking class effectively •••• 

How do you keep the C. I . A. out? 

Well , you can on ly try - how do you keep the C.I . A. out 
of Congress? 

•••••• not embrace necessarily all the political lines , 
but the anti kind of aut hori tarian positions within 
s olidarity, and quite a lot of the '\'lays of organisation ••••• 

I think •••••• not serve as a model - that ' s putting it 
much too strongly , but people would look for inspiration 
much more to solidarity - the union people - than to the 
daily (?) 787 regi me , or any of the Eastern European 
countries . 

END OF INTERVIEW . 


