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‘@ell, where was I -in town, somewhere i”l think.
And my schooling was 1n a mission school, you know, those days they

had the Methodist missions, and we didn’t go very far, because
those days it was Jjust a splattering of education we had, and they
were not too keen on imparting anything very much to us because of
the restrictions - I suppose governmental restrictions. rel: Hind Boat Methodisr
i $5ivm-aducod
"Also not being a Christian, or of Christian origin, they thought
that we were Jjust coming to school for want of a better institution
é to go to‘i.g‘)« 8o, actually, some of the schools I went to were only
3 s, tin shacks, where you just walked on mud and sand and
grit and what not. There was no flooring of any kind, but we
managed and we scraped along until we reached a more, shall we say,
a more partially civilised way of going to school, where there were

concrete floors and there were big big halls that I could remember,
partitioned off for infants and others.

"No secondary, no question of a secondary education there at all.
We just moved on Std 1, and Std 2 and Std 3, you see, so that's
how it was., my early, very sarly stages. Then later when we
couldn’t go very far at all. We just stayed at home ready to get
married, I think, like most Victorian girls, you see, that was the
way life was for us. e

"Off course I had a very good mother, who was a motivating force
and she felt that something could be done because I looked and
sounded rather eager to progeed further and there was no school at
all fog)ua EQ go i to, fTor me@’to go to. So we had a private teacher
to come to our home,!and(there were Ltwo teachers who came over.
And that was most uns tisfactory)to have a whole Curriculum.(ic be
taught once or twice a week by a woman coming to your house. It
was not very satisfactory.

"So my mother then egged my father to send me away abroad, so that
was the only solution for this terrible hunger that I had to
proceed further, and to have a career. S0 they asked me what I
would like, and I had told my father, I would like medicine, but
I wanted law. My father said no, I don’t think you can have law
because there’s no opening at all for law in this countrﬂjlsz you
were to returnq if you did return, (but medicine,perhaps, ves .,
"So off I was packed to England. I didn’t know where I was going,
what I was going to see, and what was going to happen to me, really,
Q; but I was determined that somewhere I will get in. So after my
Q\ period of time was over, —(?his is a long history really, going on
to about eight or nine years. I lived ;ther d got through my
qu:efémérggdm§g_jgrbh (hy coming back}”@his i%gﬂghe most exciting

~time of my life , my whole life really, when I returned."

{"ML, ?Which year was that?

I "That was 36, I returned. That’s the time when ¥ icker was
there, @il oo had returned. All three of us were er at
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the same time.
?Dr Naicker and ...7

"Dr Dadoo, you’ve heard of them? aAll three of us, we're at the
same time, same period. Dr Naicker came early, and I don’t know
about Dr Dadoo, whether he came before me or after, but it was
about the same period. Then we set about our own work. There was
no such thing as a hospital work for us at all, it was not open to
us, no hospital would accept us because we were black people you
see.

"So we had to start on our own, that to was a little, it presented
guite a bit of formidable tasks to be on your own, Just newly

gualified with not very much experisnce. However, we& want on
gaily, hoping for the best. And we were employed hera and there

in the private dispensaries, owned b Yad rust, you might have
heard about that. UBBsEf | a l# who (left gome money for
indigent people to ha SeESort e dispensary, )for_them here
and there. And I don’t know whegther you know Clarewood, rClarewood

one of the dispensary)where( they hadt I went and worked there,
then I think it Pasa Rasamli and R.K. KHAN. R.K.KHAN was another
man. He was a lawyer who left some money. Also for this sort of
work.

”Anyway Whllht working theraﬁcame 194£§? now are going ten
vears later <;here came this horrendous blly“fﬁas Group Areas.
And that was the really turning point of all our careers. Up till
then we were sufferging under tremendous deprivation, not being able
to Sea?our patiant%%;ollmwaup cases of our patients,(where we sent
them o the government hospitals, and we couldnh’t follow up
because of our colour, you sae. We couldn’t even go and visit
them, and even 1f our friends went to the hospitals., we couldn’t
even visit them, as doctors,you see.

"So all these things were difficult for us to pugsue.;hen whean
patients came, it was also not very satisfactory)'to treat them
because most of them were very poor and we couldn t treat them in
one paying hospital called 8t Aldans. So sending them off to King
Edward, to other*‘hospltal, Clarewood hospital, was not very
satisfactory. O because we couldn’t follow these cases up.
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names before
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career. We 0 QO

"We, as young people, those days, Me could not really @0 anything
because we had nobody with us. No money at all. NE were Jjust
struggling doctors and no group of people with us. MNd off course
the government on’t have U i @ WEre Q2

However.,

ssuncilo B ou must have heard of that.
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us ave heard, and and ? a Tew name hich
I can’t quite rgmpember straight aWay.  T©UL Egese are the people -
and off course, , and those peopl were there, you see.
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We were read W

“"Now this affected the Indian g#ople very, VEry, badly, because it

affected our gommerce, indusii® our living qua:éz:ff’“ﬁﬁa“ii;sf Ao D
lot of) old, (very old peop lived in shant? were impr 1ng‘{b A "
thamselves. All those peg@®le have 1O be removed. Removed to ‘Mﬂ. I\

where, to hell and gone. ﬁ'{\f'”
i J & , 4 eduseft
We reallsalthe nature offthis terrible slaughter that’s going t04p;~'ﬁ&ﬁ
face them - so we formegithis passively to resist the government.

we wanted to see the pvernment, but nothing was given t
because ii iiii not rg ly recognised.
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hendlBPn and we SEaEd his is the only time we’'ve
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That was a Congress that we wanted to
and to get hold of. So we )wanted then - we (challenge
asked them for an election. an election did pot ta
about seven or eight years.? We saw)all that) - (the pg
Indian people webg deteriorating because their futy was held in
the hands of a few who held on to power; and the@@Ongress meant
powar because Congress was in power fTor some ¥ S, and then we
challenged them. /’

etrate
hem and
nlace for
ion of the

“Aand W : =

3 ou must have
heard of Curries Fountain which was a venued m

- Many O e
- ywriam e Foonan and FHLEET JatRelEE ARE= W
after,

ng, and ere was a very, very
the Congress then did not have
ed for ouf)new organisationa not

So we got this Curries Fountain &
big election. And in that elecid
any say at all. Most of them &
new, but our organisation. /?
his is the old Cg@€ress, the Congress of Mahatma sandhi
and you have to now choogél | -

because

farmers,
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- 7 and they were now thinking of
wentworth;f_ Durbar am Lhinking, you see - Wentworth, Clarewood,
Meerbank 1 those areas that had no prospects at all)- no land
fon the § ers to do anything themselves. It meant really living
day to d on whaﬂ\ we don’t know. We just couldn’t conceive of

anythi -@ally tangible for them=~trade or work or industry of any
kind.

e ——————
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#d about their
i they realised

"S0 1t had an impact oh them,because@7when T ka8
children and how it is going to demoralise us
what I meantfﬁnd' - Sy '

and told them

1Ng n}. avEe Sk
t. We must go to jail.

‘ 18 1s tha ¥
some along and respond

@ children, infants

clolstered a MoOme -
side of their homes came and

"But off course,the govg@ment could not ever accede or succumb to
any suggestions on ourg@eErt at all. Then came 1948 and the Nats got
in.~81948¢wa$ a red ter day in our history because then, not
only wasTsegregatlQ as 1t was known -/segregation they called
S A (t at the United Part ,éﬂz%ese people called it
apartheid,) - tri@fer laws, very, very stringent measures were
Hrought out. G in 1948, from that time onwards, it was an
oppression of § worst kind.)

8 had this - then ws i i
hank and we could
L A —— ' -

\

B ot b

“Now I
laws
thous
too

thinking of Defiance Campaign., (that was to abolish pass
0 he Africans. We all joined force&)w about( over tw

»(gi three thousand went to jail from Natal and other areas,
forget the figures at the moment, but that was the turning
poi really,in our lives. And from that time onwards, there were
i e rumblings and little disturbances, here and ther% T B i T
af@llt 56 when Soweto flared up. Was it 56 now?"

672

7T6. But up till then there was this unrest amongst the Africans.
Tharaﬁwere little, little rumblings here and there, and thatDI
i

Find, can safely sa was brought about or reawakened by the
Defiance Campaign."“mwas there all the
time, founded in 1912. -3 e was a period when

- A i -
it was dormant. There was a period where nothing very much was

45—




done , and thege were disturbing features too among certain

personalities, but until *52. Then there was a revival, I would
say, of feelings of oppostion against the government, and then came
76"

7Did you have any position in the new NIC when it was ...7

Ja, 1 was Vice-President."
ZFrom what years was this?
“From "46 ta.'sz2."

7And then how come in 52 you were no longer Vice-President? Did
you move into other activities?

"Well, there were women’s activities, and then off course there
were re-elections and so forth, you see. And I didn’t seek re-
election and I think by that time they had gathered enough forces
and I was then concentrating on women more, to get the women onto
our side, African women in particular. And the African women were

quite res o . They were quite ready to be with us. i
you know“_ e

L]
?Ngoyg?

All those people. Lilian, I think after that went over
with a whole group of people to Pretoria, remember, the Pretoria
Ehiing..
7You weren’t on the Pretoria march?

“No, I wasn’t on the Pretoria march.

?Did you have a position in the Federation of South African Women?
"Yes, I think some position or other, I forget now, really [laughl]
- always there was a position given to me, being a pioneer in the

field, always. Well, I was interested in the African women now,
more than ever."

780,J)what made you move

re was an element of destructive

ou might have remembered
rt, but it did cause some
disturbance in the minds of a few

little, sort.of, shall we sa
of us: But
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Sg¢ didn’t know theig

7?Really?

"Oh yes, but off course,yes.’

inelactual FIots . NE

"Yeos,

?In what way?

NAYZ Yes.
_l no

"In what

not sort o
X 1 - 2] Y . o
: : it was the

® electorate jwho Gn BE cteee L aEompouUTc W : ere was a
large number of workers, they whipp them up."”

7Bell Street? Je prdo PO —

. G

'‘Bell, Street, Bell Street cog nd .
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never ever allowed to go outside at a
Blitical uprising.

d{guite easily)they were(&nfluenced by the white
s where the trouble started. and from Point Road,
§ Magazine Barracks and into town. —And-of# course,
arted the es pajgn i Cato Manor, you must have heard
or. and Mavel Area. x ' ' : '

the compound, who y

"They wera)ther-
voters. So th
they came a
they—also
of Cato

R et e e

he position was there were pockets of Indians, who parhaps)alség
there was this aspect to it -)]mMiansgwere guilty of certain
things ) Parhaps(?n their dealings, in their shops and so on and
30 for%h. There must have been some little trouble amongst the
Africans and Indians, the Africans not paying the debts and so
forth, the Indians being a little hard on them,)that might be -
éﬁat’s the usual thing that can happen anywhere and everywhere.

“But(lhat might have been a factor$g to remember, but not all
Africans were against all Indians. There in Cato Manor, Africans
were living side by side with the Indians,because I used to gg to
-(for calls there and look into the African homes, look into the
Indian homes. They were very, very friendly, and very co-operative
to each other, and very good to sach other, inTso far as ordinary
human kindness goes." ‘gl T

7But tell me, to be actually in Durban during the '49 period when




all this was happening.

i did.pgou know what happened once?
it was Jjust about a wee
a terrible state of nerv
call in Cato Manor and
had Re

me u:; you know,¥’1 am the camel man’
[(laugh] and everybody took an A
he got it.

=

"Anyway, L was his wife’s
was about zam)- to Cato Manor
really - (Qust about a week since 1k
I went, t at the turning
and they had big bricks to throw at
esut. - Oh; they recognised me. 1 sa
what do you want. and they said,

worked there in huts there.

2In what?

”Ingzggj;z Toc H had a hut there.
bec we used to give our free se

week. Toc H had this clinic there, Toc H clinic really. You
understand what I’m talking about? TocC Wir T 004 Ha ' TIe0 s that
was, wasn’'t it a part of the (2} organisation formed after the war.

Toc H Yes, 1t doesn’t register.
Toc H people, round<-table people.
was an organisation -
I was one of the clinic doctors.
"go they must have recognised me,
me, then they threw the stones
tremendous stand,when 1 think
but I did it, and they threw

was still a little scared, they sald,

and 1 sal *Mina hamba lapa.” and I told them which number I was
going. " hamba kahle,’ they said,g0 well, nd then I went to
the corner anqll told thp fellow, he said)~(§o you want me to
accompany you? I said,)-( no. what's the use of accoppanying me

because 1 ve go

"go 1 said,it’s alright, 1711 manage

1 found they waited for me,.m this gang.

they said, PEverything alrigh
and ring up to the ambulance

said,Y0Oh is it that bad’, 1 said,
they said. I came home, shivered a
happy . very much happy because they

"There is a human feeling
the papersh® indicated.
well. So that w

about them,

did you continue your work?

k after the rio
es and so forth,
this was a woman I'd seen some
en bleeding because she was pre

rerest in this.)

doctor,, 50 whe
hat was

to Cato Manor

(1 0s ke Funat |- [0
*Oh doctor(?). secagse 1 had

In Toc H hut.”

You don’t know,
You know the round table.
they, too, had one of

one or
down .

of ibe
themds”

t to take you back again

t2 I said yes,
to take her to the
'Yes.

8o this 1 recount very clearl
as one of the incidences.

BQ

During this time of the riot,
t when things were atill in
averybody was. T had a
weeks ago who

ant. And hen(ihe man rang
.82@ happengd ,to have a camel ,
3 (I don't know how

the man rang me up. it
at the height of L rigts
subsided. not quite subsided.
I saw a bunch of Africans

I brakeg o ny—head
aid,

me . ~/
i |

5

We used to call it Toc H Hut
rvices on certain days of the

still too young.
That
those clinics there, and

two must have recognised
Now that was taking a
1 couldn’t have done it now,
Now, they came towards me. I

‘Hambal ' Where are you going?

to your house.

(;o I when got came back
This gang waited for me,
but I have got to go
hospital”(?) They
*Alright, hamba kahle"® .
1ittle, shaken a little, butwis
did recognlise me.

1t

they are not the savages that
and very

Then




you must have heard - J)Fatima m1ghdt

e 20 g P O TRV S

i;How did you feeludhﬁﬂhe core of political@@€ople who'd worked
hard to Roditicisems 5 L ough  Lhe an. _congress?
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‘ meapgdid any Indian people
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d I'm coming to that.

387 I said, ’That was the riots that
passed now, E 1 am talking _abg 3 3 |y month 3+ &

That was a riot,
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coloured in
Cape Town and Johannesburg were of a different metal, slightly
differentJ thought differently. They were all belonging to some
trade union or other. We did not have a recognised trade union in
Natal for them to be with us.

“The ones whom we did dealt with felt that they were next to the
white man. ; = i ;

e i e W R T B T A gV b @ £ T [ e o ] RS

So these things
- y no (6] 1% divide-and rule
policy was always there, but I think thihgs have changed. Theg@owwd, we

realise and they recognise, that only one body and one voice 1is
going to save them. I think UDF, now, has become guite a powerful
institution, really, for them to remember.’

2What about moving across into the women’'s area. Was it the same
kind of non-racial politics that motivated you?

"Yes, some of the African women were looking at me, wondering
whether I was genuine enough, whether I was part and parcel of this
movement that I am talking of, whether they could accept me. That
was the first sort of apprehension they did have. They did have
a little doubt because hitherto, nobody had ever gone to them, when
I first started.

"So later and later, as we talked about the bills that were coming
before them and the bills that are there, we talked about the
influx control. Bantu education did not come in there, but abput
the ticket that they had to carry, \what is it now, the pass, (the
dompass. We dwelt quite a lot on d mpagg} vou might have known by
now (- dumb pass, really, dom meaning dumb, dumb pass. And I dwelt
gquite a lot on how they humiliated them and so forth.

"and then they wanted to bring in a billé)where every woman who
was going to be employed will have to go through an examination, &
particularly humiliating examination, vaginal and s0 forth: . &0 1
spoke at length to them and told them that this is the sort of
thing they want to bring about, you will not submit to that sort
of examination, ,Aﬁd rather do without that Jjob, than go through
this, and so on and so forth.

"So they agree sort of thing went down nicely. And later
and later - Luthu and all these people were with us,
and things got easier for us to appeal to the
Africans, in an easier manner, without having to produce anything,
that is very special to them. We talked about black oppression,

and black consciousness and so forth. That went down nicely with
them.




') ﬂ\(}AEt me ask you a couple of points that I wanted to follow up on,
g
\‘IV \

"But off course, thenwas there,+ there were other groups that
were coming up. PAC was a breakaway from our ANC, but they didn’t
do any harm to us, as it were;) But (they wanted to become guite
strong, to be effective, to be one volce. I don’t think they did.
I still find a lot of PAC people here, but we don’t talk in terms

of a divisive nature, we talk about South Africa as a whole How
do you find the PAC peopleZflaugh] d“f)/z

you didn’t tell me what year you were bornf)

c 1 didnts telb+you that, because)that. é don’t think I'd like to
at the momentmight interfere with a lot of other things that I'm
involved in."

?0h. Can you tell me what year you went to England?

”Yes,i$28>ﬁ

?aAnd what did you parents do?

Ok, vou MBAan s ..o

?What kind of background did they ha&é?j(;hat kind of work did your
parents do?

3 i - N TR B R e i = .
My mﬁﬁfm ﬁep«--hé‘aaar—ﬁ»f.armar.— My mother was a better

educated person. She had been to the same school as I did in
South Africa. And then she was educated both in our lingo and in
English.”

?What language did you speak at home?

Tamil )"

2and you rfGEREE didn’t work?

"Oh no. She E'A';:g BB CShe was guite a progressive type of woman
and she too part in Mahatma Gandhi’s struggle, and she was a
secr@tary for his organisation in Durban. She took a political
part.)

?850 you grew up with

"Yes, 6 grew up in that atmospheré}“
ééandhi was an important figure?)

CY&%, ves, he was often gquoted to all of us. My mother was a great
admirer of Gandhi.)}oy YL‘FV

?Did you parents come to South Africa or did your .. ?
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"No, /my Tfather came toO South Africaivﬂay mother was born in
Mauritius.)

2?50 you father came and your grandfather was Jjust in India?

Yes, he was in India.”

(%So your father came out as @hat«#éy call the passengers?
“No.(xes,he ran away from homa) as a passenger. #hd he sold
newspapera).“

?English ones?

“Yas, yes, (he was still “a boy, sixteen. He sold newspapers.
somebody took him to the Transvaal., Johannesburg. He sold
newspapers there for a few years. Then he trekked towards Durban.
Quite an enterprising businessman, 1 think, with very little
English knowledged” educationdsy and he did this “(;13 business was
with Indian goods from India

g At l;,__fﬂL_ﬁ_ie;>f1’/2(3 il poR
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ﬁwwf“ 2and did you feel any iffEﬂQﬁﬂTfﬁﬁéﬁd yau have any relations with
U\ﬁwd} those Indians who had actually come out/ - their backgrounds had
T been s indentured labourers)Did you feel that in getting involved
% with NIC and looking at how the one class had dominated the others

in the old NIC before you progressives took over,(did you feel that
it was important to be aware of peoples’ class backgrounds 1in
organising Indian people?/ Were you aware?

“é knew how they were treated in the sugar plantations. 1 got to
know that as a result of my connection with the Indian people who
came to my surgery and I wanted to be assoclated with them. You
know the Huletts and the Armstrongs and all those people who
treated people very badly)and wase reading about the way they were
treated and some of them would tell me how their parents were
treated, you see. Some of the younger people would tell me.
“I used to go to Mt Edgcome, Stanger, all thess areas, (ggt just as
an investigator, but in the course of my duties})bu Y3Kke time to
=it and talk to them and ask them how is it that they came there,
what work did they do and so on. Just by way of interest. 9So they
told me they came in these ships, their parents came in these
ships, which made them live in compounds in Bel Ttreetdin the most
inhuman conditions and then some were sent toa Cezela(z), some to
Port Shepstone, some to North Coast, to Inanda and all those areas
as immigrant labourers, you see.

"§0 it was nice to get to know how they came and what they went
through and I used to go into their homes, and see very, Very
shanty, but very poorly constructed homes and how they made good,
how they had ambitions, how they had hopes to send their children
to school, to learn. Learning was a great thing for them and how
in their little way, they had little tin shanties little schools
to teach these children. Somebody would come along and teach them.

o [ 1357
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: Their priorities were

were all good when you were talking tggEcm .
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q .Anzgghere did you study in Britan?

! Vo :
‘%tng#%Edinburgh. where all of us were, Dr Naicker, Yusuf Dadoot}
Wyl e é;d you have a lot of political discussions 1in

\k 7?Do you thj

Edinburgh?
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(ﬁes. Dr Dadoo did nothing. 1 had to take his class cards and put
At in the classes. He didn’t attend [laugh]. How he ever got
through, 1 don’t know, because he was busy attending a}l the
political meetings there - in the streets,in little halls)—&he was
there. He was a born leader,really,because he wanted to gather as
much information as we all took it from him. He was & very.
powerful speaker andagood,wholasome sort of individual, you knowQ

y well during the Fassive Hesistance

campaign. In Edinburgh we just got to say hello, he was SO busy
attending meetings and I was busy taking his class card to put y G
(laughl. Did you know him at all, Yusuf Dadoo? Quite a character,
in the sense that he enjoyed life and was so serious and went down
to rock bottom to the worker. and he was a good looking man, women
were after him, yound whites were after him from Hillbrow from

Beraa)~ from all those areas, they were after him, guch 2a good
(d speaker, but off course,he had time

looking fellow and a very goo
for them,tooJ he played, but{gn the whole, he was a real laader)ﬁ_ﬁ;’b

?2In terms of non-racialism do you think that being in Britahwzdf.
during - it was a very long period several years, did that ..‘?;Lh "4

“So(i got to know him ver




‘ ///,—4§<?e3, it mouldsd my character?y_a~—~ﬂ—-—*‘_—_
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‘ /Fw?%/ﬁﬁDo you, think that your view of race changed being outside South

1@““ Afrlca“)ffmmrmfm” = = ot
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\\_//,r/' Yes,%ﬁé did. There was no racial discrimination in Scotland at

all., I dide? encounter one bit. I went to church with them. 51
| went to .:> th them. I went to parties. I went to the best
| ‘ homes M best homes(in the sense you could see as you go into their
| homes how well they llvedJand s0 forth, yvou see. (I did see quite
‘ a lot of Indian people and black people settled there.,enjoying the
| municipal vote and the political vote.j

'é@ we then realised that it is all a sham, it is all a whole lot
of mockery, what’s going on in South Africa.so when we came back
we were not afraid to face the white man. We didn’t go cowerlng
him at all in any of the/ things that - 1n(gveryday demands (%
everyday mesting with them{knd(%r even in our trade in our busines
and so forth, you see.

"Supposing we went to buyuy a cari we went along and asked him what’s
the price of a carh— éguld you please tell m and this and the
other, you know how the Indians usually go\ ”g? E%ople who are
frightened. We showed no fear at all of meeting the white man.
That was derived —(%hat particular type of feeling we derived from

living in Edinburgh and London.ﬁq¥i§§§?$

?And the fact that, especially with Dr Dadoo, that he moved as he
did in the South African political situation ultimately beipng the
head of the Sﬁgg or whatever position he was when e died,(do you
think thatﬂPn&w eft politics were shaped overseas do you think he
had moved 3n the direction of the Congress party before he went to
Edinburgh? r before..?

Céefore,)and(;s well as after. I think the emphasis was after.
But I think he had that in him - the potential was there in him.

JZ§gg%bﬁnd what religion were you brought up WItH;

6; didn’t really matter the religion, you know. buu(' as born a
Hinduy but all that escaped after I went, abroad,r solthe whole
nonsehsical attitude of superstltutlon. p g A was bilt on
superstitution,really, Hinduism. And then off course I wanted to
become a Catholic. I went to Catholic Church and 1 was frlandly
with a Catholic person.)- therjl ¥there was confession,)- #nd said
that, too, is tomfoolery. So then I was friendly with a slim
fellcw and I sort of got to know how they treat the women\ (ind X
said that’s no damn good to me with my make up. So I tasted a few
bits of all the religious movements th d I gave it up. ,1I said
the whole lot of them are just a crutc éﬂor mankind and (thd& 12
created for mankindy1

o v Ry

C}You dian’ £)hold a?gthlng over(a cultural identity that had to do

o }ﬂ\% ey

with being a Hindu
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'(’_No1 Ho. By that time it had escaped us. But we liked certain
traditions that existedéﬁ%mongst us as well as the Scottish people,bﬁﬂ
—(é respect to the older peopled- @ll those things I still like and
I think it’s a very good thing.)"

(%On a cultural level?)

fOn a cultural level. And I like a bit of our music, as well as
the classical music of Europg,because I learnt the piano, you ses.
So I like that) the good -(shall we say, the good things that you
can glean and get from any religion, any cultural group, anything
that comes your way 1f you find it good enough, you accepted itu)

That’s about..."
?NJWV“£*9\0r3““%“1VL’““““”‘¢”UV“4Q*"*“JkﬁﬂJ)

7?1 was wondering, Jjus Hén terms of reaching out to the people?

“To the people,(oh,it was necessary. I didn’t tell them to go to
a temple, but I diiTﬁfgy that they can have some honesty and
goodness 1in them)when"they are treating other g ple, or when they
are looking at other people’s oppressive mgg@¥tes. So these sort
of things., you have to sort of build i1t 4" on them - without any
relation to any particular religion. @@Cause I was talking to a
group of people who are Muslims and “"f-US and Christians, you see.
So one has to keep.it on a level th@&E is not going to hurt anvbody.
So that we learnt. i .

?Now tell me,
with the NIC, (RGNS
just leading up Tc

5ck to South Africa and got involved
' “§ ilBE-cl11l me about that,

"Did you know hat pact. <}hat’s an ANC pact really., That
was in ’47 was a small little man,) that was Xuma, gand we
formed that pact. we)then realised that that pact was necessary
because theg old Congress made no effort at all to help the African
people Jand fthere were some overtures made by the African people to
the gld Congress, and I don’t think the cangress would have wanted
it)m so there was a rebuff on their part.

"But when we came into power, we were all educated together, the
African people, and the Indian people in Edinburgh. And we saw no
difference at alljbecause hitherto, it was difficult for us to find
any educat7d African person there in So ;h Africa. You know, we
knew thqu%just as names. For instancef“bhamp'on. who at one timeg/
was quite a name that everybody bandied about. ) Nelson was not then
= é’m talking about my pre-Edinburgh days, my father’s time. My
father had a shop and he had a room given to the NIC paopl@)to P

éSo yvouw dad was in the old NIC?)

“668 old NIC, but not a very active manlbecause &@ hagd sympathies
for the African people, but he didn’t stand out)“ and(he gave theWHc
a room in his ow ffice for them to have meetings and so forth.
This)I’m thinkiné%ﬁ?

very many years ago, when he was a big shot those
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days and was sympathetic to the African peopl%)"

?But tell me how did the go down with Indian people, the

here were two respected educanpghgpg%a a'maklng a pa
african. quw did you explald“fl“ what was thg

tt that
with an
'response?}

i i ave.
up our nam SMCongress people, as N
Those are the old people who called emsalVe: Na Lo e
Organisation after they got away after the signed the pact. ;7 ;7
Because we were going to bring them to court ey signed the pact 4
and gave it to me. I took the pact, the sigpature of these psople

to say that we have nothing to do with thg@Natal Indian Congress.

"A few of us went over to the office g Mr Kajee - H.A. Naidoo,
Poonan, myself and about four of us - &Fd we wanted this signature
from them to say that they will h@¥e nothing to do with the
Congress. We didn’t want that, Pt they said they will have
nothing to do with the Congress. fhen we said,put it down on paper
then, and give us)a Congress andg@ll the papers that connected to
the Congress. So they did. Al that time I too he paper and

broug it _back to our office 4
DCongress is not m

?And you didn’t find tha
prejudices you had to ggf

uven,perhaps 1n1t1ally there was some
past?

Yes, there were 1lit@ prejudigs but then we overcame them,
because we said look ou see —(i

AT e uldn®’t have held
influence on the g plgmy
yoa Oat

ZNow tell me,
¢ ~ histor
?),

in some
paper,

A1l readings 1've done,
know that African ...7?

ere was a headline at the time it was signed saying,
ews of Doctors pact. And there seemed to be some kind

line being pushed by— and—

"Yof negati

‘g-.m.zz '
t was at Langalasi -
——Mnl———)

_ . But with all that
Few who thouaht very clearly and)

'—Congress @

/

ecause there were even those who criticised the ratio of two




Indians and one ﬂfricaﬁ)

"Yes, yes, but that was because of the initial stages of our

people, vyou see. The congress was very powerful, then the Tranvaal
Indian Congress, Natal Indian Congress, the Cape Indian Congress
was very, very powerful, headed by people who were in the movement
for a long timej;and there was ots of le who turned towards us
and left the old Congress, - was with us, Cissy Gog
commanded a tremendous amount of respect in Cape Town and wheg
was with us it was easy going.

-

a

"and there were gquite a few 1Transv al people who) Da-
ever,never had anything against/B' at all, and if heg d this is
oing to be our line of pursudt, our line, they did follow thatJand
there were quite 3 ) O meetlng win he pa ofafhe old people
wWho came

nobody

A
?The old guardg didn’t have any problems/dfth his...?

) .
'6%8 old guardsh§$vemus #3068 of trou;“ ,reallyu)

capitalist class that wa
specifically - [what)about just eneral view of thaj

) was that not...?
"No, it was not so strong thél (&t was not so strongly felt at
all and Dadoo was not then much of a Communist as he was a
Congressite. Communilsm WAS there for all of us, but our main
objectlve was to lead th reople and not antagoniZBe them in any
way . 4

7?But what abouigno just the e?tri

a.“

T T L 0 i —

N am {9 : / h yeS, WE WETE U N AW BUT
OTIvVer)was/ nofso much as Nelson. Nelson’s T§me wa’k- lta a bit

because he w more vocal and more vociferous.

/i

TBecause nf‘re’s was the same idea of getting rid of the kind of

i /r

"Yes, it’'s right.

" W

e e e, —

e ——— e
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It meant old,)
And I went through hell, let me te VA
at -ersonallykdseca e the old people hag 1¢ agard for

a woman,a b,
So in this way, everyday was a day of B

al for all of us.

B

d MJ and quite a few other

e e e ] — ——— - . — - ST vy ho

such time when & Can =

-‘

T ———— A S———

I mean ;’

alk,

would have wanted to get rid of the

780 do you think that paopl
have a8 w..7

Indian Congress’hnd actuaL
(/ 4 hove

ﬁh amalgamatloTD comgete - yes, (of course, ye That is the
only solution an (f ¥ that Congress had already done it’s part

played it’s part v-' well indeed - now it dﬂ% Tor LY. 60 Mink
itself or die a natupg death and we can then all work together.
We were thinking of_f F then, but not in the same name, so up till
the end when 1 leftyg asked MT, could we not do that? he says, no
wait on, we might B€ banned, ANC might be banned)'

7?Do you mean MD f MJ?

"MJ, MD alreadyhad gone. He had left South Africa."
?You mean in Mhe ’70s7?

"Yes, :
Gunat vea dfid e feave SA2)
(1977.)
=TT 2 i ! )
(Qes,“

-

f?ﬁn- did you get involved when he did that, when he reactivated

CESE TR0 1 -

N 1 i e

2 ‘w— PN

this 1€ WHS W Slansiile Vs ¢ =

hlnk Fatima, too, but then she says, 'We’ll wait and see"
7t

0,5

=
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There.was a walt-and-see policy because T the thgeat of being
banned] the banning was there, the threat(ﬁas thereJ'

z2and then in the *50s, I think weve talk a lot about the 40, "46,

(éan you tell me a little bit more about the women’s organisations,
what campaigns you were 1involved wlth} Were you with, was it
called the ...7%7

#W"
, vt ¥ n,
was banned after a little
with her."

Y South African Federation of Women that
short while Fatima was there and I was

750 were you in the Natal ...?
"Yes, &he Natal Brahch)“
(ékou don’t remember vow title® 4l % Ldatop /)

Fol

(Yes, I think it was vice-president. I think so\)The reason why
didnt - (there was a fear of all of us being pushed inside, you ee,)
The reason why I left you didn’t ask me.'

71 was coming to that?

"Hmm . (} fled because by that time.lq76,7’7é - Gﬁus House of
Representatives, as they called it, the Indian Council, was already
established. Hand-picked men of the government, they were all
sell-outs and the Indian people, some of them were waivering, some
of them were being asked_to vote, and they were thinking of voting
and thei)are (thinking waé)being a little confused and muddled then,
because they were not Koo sure what was going to happen to them.
S0 we had a ampaign., By that time the Sguth African Indian
Council, and{what did we call ourselves? and[ 1l was the Presiden

then, because Monty had died by that time, Dr Naicker had died

What was it called South African Indian.."

?You mean before the NIC?

"After the NIC. No, no, no, this was recent. After Dr Naicker's
death .. (AHXZ-sAIC. Yes. There I was the President then.)

f§What years was that%%&

63’78 (}hen it was my duty to go on and talk to people, hold
mestlngs\— that was a crucial year because we wanted to smash thes
people up)

?Which year?

WA 4 e
“’ 5\ (early o e I8 We had meetings where to tell the people
what aﬂ;nf people stand for =~ ] = . there

H?) in Transvaal. m g

12 ‘ - fwas btll not in the
group, but he was wavering. I think /SEHer

wasn't there, Pather

died. QEE; &ai&ﬁ""jﬂt M.B. Naidoo, you know him?"

=




2By O3

6#& was in the Council, thes peopleJ" é;l% I had to tell the
people what they stand fon)*(iow they are _selling us out. This
was the thing khat “(?n which 'l was engagedgdbecause Dr Naicker had
died by then.  They appointed me president and, as a President I
had to go along. &h y organised meetings to tell the peoples— what
it was all about>—g§hat these men stood fory/- Rajbansi and group.
So I was told by friend in the police'forceézpﬂ% brought a
warrant of arrest for me. And he happened to be my patien don’ t
publicise this please I am merely telling you, EATY is a’warrant
of a arrest. ,éﬁt if you can get away within the next day or so,
I can say that yvou were not at home, I didn’t find you."

(i;So that prompted you to leave South Africaé)

’I had to - there was no way out. There was a rumour, but rumours
do fly away. I wasn’t going to be intimidated by the rumour_until
this ?an came over, but I know who he was working fog)—(ﬁﬁo he
was ., "

)

?An?’schihen was that that you left?-

‘?477:: )

P g5
< ?And where did you go?)

(England.}

?And did you work in England?

"Yes, [I worked in England. It was difficult to get a job, because
they want young people, however I got a Jjob. From there I went
over to Australia. I've got an adopted son who is a fers..
(break).

?When the ANC Youth League was active, startig
through the 40s, until the founding in 1949 g8
different tendencies,) there were the Lemba
Mandelas, the Sisulus and the Sobukwe
Indian Congress, /

om 1943, up
e were lots of
and there were the
did4ggou people in the

R
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; i he And they d1 not like him
at all, @ven when we ua : ‘ ‘ » 'they said, h for God’s
sake please don’t worry ak that shit anymore/l that 'sort. of

language they used, you ; m
2Well ,fohat about thedl@Ea th somd

it ' tdo vou thin
OoT RAMrricanism that’s building up
own, they need to have some self-respect, but

s who say that there’s an aspect of it that, in
Only anti-white, but anti-Indian.?

& case?yZ The 8 a par
Africans on ig
there are of
Famt,. 19
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might be era,I don t say tha i1t 185 not there.
C.dl somethlng that they have been accustomed to hearin om the
e man as well as from men like Gatsha,

(;But back in the time of the ’40s or ’'50s,when you were thinking
about it or talking about Africanism, apparently Sobukwe himself
said that he thought the Indians could be considered black, if you
took the poor Indians, but the PAC finally decided that all Indians
were Indﬁﬁg_perchaggfclaﬁwﬁagg that they have to be grguped with
whites. 1 is kind of Pprejudice against Indian did vyou
see in the '40s and ’50s as the ANC people - the Lemb es and the
(?) were getting some strength?

here was a little bit, a very little bit, but nothing to worry
about because we had the better type of people with us in the ssnse
that we were all working towards a goal, a just cause for
everybody. So these sort of dlsturbanCES rumblings didn't affect
us. We were very sure about ANC.

7?And did you yourself ever experience working with whites az well) )
becausefat one point you said O as bitting thE¢B&Jﬁ*ﬁ7agathE)
the blacks aga1nst<¥he Afrlcanﬁ‘y ﬁtﬂlt(the white@j

Jhose were the)businessmen."
?White businessmen?
"Yes, @hi te busi nessmen) S
<;what about whites in general, did you have any contact with any

politically, did you work with whites who were in {4 Congress
movement?

618 knew the Mas individuals. They did not want us,

| perhaps because they wanted to show their own strength, but apart
} from that;the educated white, you could never trust them, really.
:
|

1et?)
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(ﬁe did not have much to do with them,but there wasn’'t very much

antagonism shown by us against them. I don’t know if you know what
I mean. But_there wasn’t this close co-operation with the white
women and usi)

(?what about ﬂ

v

F0h those people,they are different. They are all part of us.
I’m talking about theseeganisations that had white women, for
ine = the - Women and so forth. No, Ray Alexander,
ntty 1 =15} %11 those people are our people We
- e us you see, part of us. 0Oh no, they
came to us and we went to them, we were all sisters of one blood,
as it were, where there was no distinction made at all, not a bit.
We cannot think of it. We cannot think of them in terms of whites,

they can’t think of us in terms of blacks. You know, so much
affection was shown to each other as persons, as people fighting
for one cause. I don’t know if you will understand what I mean.”

?Can you remembear much)of your experience oﬁaﬁze
in Durban?

"Yes, Congress of Democrats was, you know how it happened, the
Congress, Party which fell, and Congress of Democrats were then

born. hey were alright, but there were not many women din Natal
; to sort of pciate @}th. There were men, NS enstein,
W was one, and queline, his wife, PEFOthy Shanley, they
were all part of us, and quite a few othg?s;you saes, 1 forget.

because they all fell away, they ran away, I mean they became
exiles and left the country and so forth. But they were witf us ,
the ones who belonged to Congress of Democrats were with us.,/

?But did you see the Congress of Democrats as being very strong in
Durban?

"No, they were weak. I think they were just building up and there
waere so many different factors)really. They were not that powerful
for some reason and also the fact remains that the Zlliance between
Congress was strong and we were building ourselves up to form one
union and talk with one voice. I think that was more paramount in
our thoughts and in our minds, you see. SO we were paving more
attention to that. Congress of Democrats consisted mostly of trade
unions and what not, vou know, people like that. But they were all
part of us, but we were not in it as it were."

?When I was reading a bit about the Congress of Democrats, it
struck me as being so much weaker in,Durban compared with osper
centres,where it was a much more/for forceful and significant.
part. of the...?

"In Cape Town it was.'

<§And the strange thim%bis that the same kind of thing exists
nowadays where Durban“%rganisatlons are much weaker than Jo’burg
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and Cape Town;>it is very surprising for me to see that the same
situation existed then?

(;urifn has been weak, even in the riot time too, 1t has been
weak.)

C{What do vou think as the reason for thaty Do you Tthink: ikihad

anything to do with the Cogpmunist Party being banned and then/came
Cthe Congress of emocrats - who(éa@gtrouble with the Liberals
confusing things?

(hey were a handicapp. Liberals were a handicapg, and Wlth—
w thereymost people wished to follow hlm..-‘)

?The whites?

'@%ﬁ whites_ as well as some good Indians. S0 it was an uphill
struggle for us to pull them towards the Congress of Democrats,
which was not really very strong for us to be with 1it. All we were

concentrating on was the ANC and Congress to be one body:“
?The Indian Congress?

"The Indian Congre$$,(;hen I say Congress,it means the Indian
Congress to be one body to speak with one volce. We realised that
that 13 our only salvation. Durban was always weak 1in that
respect, politically. But I believe 1t is much better now, the
student section has made 1t better and have been quite wvocal and
have been working during this election, the phoney election they
had, Durban showed up very nicely, it seems.”

& ’ kL /
?The call for the Congress of the Peole read{was printed 1ing?/

English, Zulu, Sotho and Gujerathi, wa s/aly to u_ae Indian
, oueuzc~tc

languages, déJmmmy Indians speak Guje

"No, no, not at all. Gujerathi-speaking were the Transvaal people,
where we got the money from. Perhaps to placate them, there might
have been that aspect to 1it,)really,( but we didn’t want the
Gujerathi or Tamil or anything, because most of them spoke English,
but{this was just to placate those people whose moneg)came TG =
m0ney<pldyed its pdrtl) .

( 'Is there gg dominant language in Natal? )
(‘ﬂngIHdﬁt languages are Tamil and Hindhi, but you will be
Durprlaeﬁ very few people speak 1t these days, most people speak

English.

?7BUut when you were growing up, in your home, as a child, would you
speak...?

Bh, oyee . Tamil.’

?You still speak it?




W

"I still speak it, oh yes. I still speak it when I see the Indians
from India. I love speaking it."

2But one generation after you, they don’t speak it?

"No, they don’t and here, when I see quite a lot of them, they
don’t speak Tamil at all, yet they come from a Tamil community.
They don’t speak it."

?Why do you think that went so fast?

“I tell you, there are various factors: Group Areas thr&sed them
all out, here there and everywhere, the schools were all closed,
and the Tamil speaking mothers and fathers, they were not living
with their grand-children and their sons and dayghters anymore.
There was this separation of the old peopleﬂand that was one of
the féstors, and they were not an integrated commuhity as they used
to be.

"The extended family system does not exist anymore because these
han-coops were built for them in Chatsworth and Meerbank and so
Peir-th. They had only two rooms, for husband, wife and asmall
family, and the old people were then thrown into the old people’'s
homes and so forth. So that was part of the thing that eliminated
them speaking Tamil.

"Wwhen they do come from South Africa and I speak to them, they have
a little sort of market Tamil, as it were, you know the cockney way
of speaking. Half of them don’t know what I’m talking about)you

see. So it is a pity it died, because it is a language 1 loved
most and I was brought up in it and when I go to India, I speak 15 4P
I write in it, even up to now I write. So this is how it is, my

generation has gone and the younger ge eration don’'t want to know,.
It is easier for them to know English.

?What about when you spea about the
ou, 1t makes me think =

“culturally they have got to now. FOM
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instance if they do have, shall we say, cultural entertainment of
Mozart and Bach and so forth, you think we wouldn’t like to go
there and listen to it, and the same way 1f they bring the Russian
ballet and so forth, wouldn’t we like to go along and the Indian
ballet.

"so these things would have to be given consideration, but I am
not wanting to think about minority at alldinot Ep.eso Far as
industry, trade and commerce, living conditions, hospitals, all
those things it doesn’t matter. Minority must never come into
focus at all.”

?Do you speak any Zulu?
"Oh yes, we were brought up with the Zulu people, and that’s why

I love them and I feel that I've got a great affinity with them.
wWwhen I see one or two Zulu girls here, I get gquite excited you

know. There’s a Harare matron, wh?’ﬁ a Zulu girl, and I like to
talk to her, and there’s Doreen, whoﬁxhosa,off'course, but at least
she understands Zulu. There’s one or two Zulu people did come to

sae me, they heard that I was here.

“So*ﬁere born and brought up with them. There is wvery little
difference.really, because they think like us,you know, we think
alike. We all want the same thing, we all want to live together.
So my nurse still writes to me, she’s a Zulu girl, she is Trom
Lamontville. she wrote and told me about the difficulties that
they encountered.

"So they are part and parcel of your childhood 1ife and life that
proceeded afterwards. You can’t disassociate yourself from them,)
like you probably feel that same for the group that you were
brought up in.% Do you feel that way? - tape off - Once you grew
up ., nd our politics grew with them, we got to know the educated
class and we got to like them, we got to know hoy hey feel, so
they are a part of us, and now morew than ever, whén ey come here
as exiles, we are all together, very much togeher .

e
@assue of non*racialismﬁ

7Ie it important in te _ﬁJgJ“what you’re fighting for freedom in
South Africa?

are differences. I'm talking about t%é\ﬁajor differences
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That should not be there at all. How is it that we work together
in the hospitals. I'm thinking in terms of my own life. Even
today, as 1 am at Parirenyatwa, who do I work with but Africans!
We have them with tea, during tea times, we sit and yack together,
we talk about things.

"So we think alike, in the sense that they know what they want, I
know what they want and I know what I want. They know that I come
from a different country, but not far from them, you see. S0 one
day they would like to come to a)free country,(¥ree South Africa.

"and these are our hopes and I often wonder, I used to entertain
guite a lot of Arican educated people and it was such a terrible
thing for me to watch them looking at the time lO’&iifgl?afore
curfew came for them to go. These were the things - L e and
so forth - he was a tennis player. His wife was a very educated
person. These are the people who used to come to me and they used
to keep looking at the time. ''Dr, we have got to go - curfew.”
These are the things that used to hurt me,you know.

"No curfew for me, you see the divide—and-rule again, but curfew
for them, there was no curfew for the whites. So how would you
like to live in a country like that? So this is what we used to
go through)you know.?fhese are very oppressive measures, distinctly
oppressive and deliberately done to hurt people and to keep people
apart.

"They wanted to keep us apart. There were times when I said)I wish
instead of that idiot woman liyving next door) there was a - why
shouldn’t Don Kalie live there\~ if we had the opportunity and
chance to live together?gacause there were so many things that we
want to talk and discuss, not just politics,other things."

?Which area did you grow up in?

"First of all, when we were young, we grew up in Durban North, then
we were kicked out because Durban North estate was bought over by
some Jewish company. From there I went away to India, in disgust.
I staved there for ten months or so and then came back. My mother

was with me then. G“N?(

"Then wevihere, there, and everywhere until finally I—Iivwed in
Overpctt, Claviton Road, which is still Indian, but Ed and
Springfield Roads are now all white. Not Tar from = ived an
Afrikaner fellow, very sweet, very nice. He used to come along
have a little chat, have coffee with me, you know, before this
terrible, terrible oppressive Group Areas came in and we were
separated completely.

"But some of these whites were very nice and would you believe it,
I had lots of afrikaner patients, I’d go to their homes, they would
come to my home, fhey would come to my surgery,too. They would
stand up and walk into my surgery, give all the respect they could
give. All those things were there, you see.
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