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J . F . I star t out with everyone with when were you born a~~ wher e , b u t why~ 

don 1 t you just say '\'lhat you thi 11k is importa.,t i11 - maybe the i dea i s 
to see how peoEle developed i., a 11011 -racia~ direc t i o,-, . 

F . G. Ja, I ' m very unlikely to do muc h perso.,.,al i...,terviews , to be h011est - I 
am ~ot happy on tpat .at all ••••••••••• 

J . F . lfuen_ }'lere you born a11d where? 

F . G. Johan...,esburg, 19J2. 

-· J . F . And was it just - what can you say about you developing in a n011 - rac ial 
way? Where you grew up, your family ' s background, were they politic al , 
were you exposed to the race groups? 

F . G. Families lrere political. lve were exposed, I suppose , to whites a.,d 
Coloureds . I l'le,..,t to a Coloured school whe.,., I was very you.,g , briefly, 
because there was ...,o India., s c hool .,ear there , a.,d I was too yoU"g to go 
to the mai.,., I.,dia,.., school , but I think it was basically a family ethic 
where race did,.,'t matter . 

J . F . A family ethic of direct political aware.,ess? 

F . G. ~ot conscious - well, ~he family was political because they' d bee, i.,vol­
ved with Ga.,dhi , but it was also a - I suppose a - brought up with the 
110tion of social respo.,sibility rather tha,.., political , you know, positive­
ly political . 

J.F . So were they i., the I.,dia,., Co11gress? 

F . G. Yes , but part of my family was i.., :t-fozambique , so we lrere all over, but my 
gra.,dfather had bee.., i,., co.,gress , my cousi..,s '\'lere involved with co.,gress 
i,.., the 'JOs and I 40s • .. 

J . F . And what did your pare.,ts do? 

F.G. lfe ran - we were , I suppose , o11e of the few i..,dustrialists i11 South Africa 
India, i11dustrialists ( ••.•••••• • ) from Hozambique , a.,d we had a bra11 c h 
in South Africa of - of oil - oil processing. 

J . F . And what do you thi...,k- just because of the time a,..,d we ca., get i.-,to the­
ory, which I'd actually quite like - I fi.,d very few· people satisfy their 
theoretical .,eeds - can you just tell me what motivated your .,on-racialism 
why •••• 

F . G . Well , it was,..,rt a motivati011 about bei~g no~-racial - you were ~o.,.,-racial 
(Laugh) You didn ' t thi.,k i,., those terms . 

J . F . But bei.,g from a successful industrialist family there was.,.,tt a se,.,se of 
the other - the Africa..,s '\'lere below? There ' s 110 way you ca., joi,., hands 
'\'lith them i,., the struggle? 

F . G. ~o , it didn't arise because this notion qf social respo,.,sibility - you 
k,., ow , you did - I mean you were brought up '\'lith the .,.., otio~ that if you 
were privileged , you therefore had to contribute , that privilege imposed 

J . F . 

a respo~sibility 011 you - and I mean it was always drummed i,.,to us from 
whe,., we were kids , you k.,ow - do you realise other people are ~ot educated 
lfuat are you doi,.,g about it . So that ki,.,d of thi,.,g , and very much more 
pronou,.,ced i,., my father tha.,.., a,.,y other members of the family , and that had 
a treme,.,dous impact on us . 

was that( • • ••• •• • . • •• •. • •• ) or what was your father(?) 

F . G. Yes . 

J . F . WithaG? 

F . G. With a G. 
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J.F . What organisations were you involved in? I ' m just interested i~ how you 
we~t from social respo~sibility to a~ ideo~ogical framework . _ 

F . G. 1vell , the thing was , you k~ow, you - I thi~k people of my ge~eration , we 
were - you were part of c~gress , you grew up i~ it - you didn ' t f ormally 
go and joi~ it , and I think this is the important thi~g - family members 
I spent part of my chil~ood in India for a very brief period, and they 
were involved there as well , very politically active , again with the In­
dian congress , so you know, you grew up assuming you were part of that 
organisatio~ , anq I just I suppose drifted in (Laugh) you know - I mea~ 
it 1 s that ki,d of tping - people i, s chool '\'lith you , people who a r e your 
friends , and when you were - I was at un~versity abroad , but I used to go 
home for my vacations , a,d was involved with all the political people 
you spent your holiday sitting in the congress offices - you just d i d i t . 

J . F . Which ~iversity did you go to abroad? 

F .G. I wa~ here , a··c' ' h e-· .1. tas at - for a very brief time at Ba~et , Columbia. 

J.F . Where ' s here? 

F . G. In Ki...,g ' s College , London . 

J . F . And what- I just don ' t know the background that led to you leaving ­
what , just in a brief way •••• 

F . G. Why I left •••• 

J . F . What you' d been invohved wi th before that? 

F . G. Right , no , the reason I left was I was about to - I _' d qualified and I was 
about to join chambers with Bram Fischer, and this was in ' 59 , when the 
ANC had already taken a decision that th~y were going to set ~p an ex~er­
nal mission . ~ow I had , because I had studied abroad - I knew most of 
the East African leadership, and I ' d been worki~g as a freelan c e journal­
ist for some time before ~hat , so I knew people , and I suspect that - I 
never found out quite why, but I was asked to help bring out Oliver Tambo 
a..,d help set up the external mission , so I just intended to do that and 
go back to my law practice (Laugh) or to start a law practice , but in fact 
in between what happened - Sharpeville happe,ed - the A~C was then illeg­
alised- you see , it's not often appreciated that the external mission 

J . F . 

F . G. 

J.F . 

was not set up after the ANC was made - I mean in chronological terms_ yes , 
but the decision - I mea~ the ban was antic~pated by the leadership -
they had clearly assessed and decided that there was going to be a ban , 
and therefore it was important for an exte~a~ mission to be established. 

.... -· 
And looki~g back at history , did you ~derstand 
ment such that there was a parallel moveme~t i~ 
the • 4os like the A~C • s youth league? Is that 
and you saw? 

. . -
the Indian politic al move-
the Indian co,gress in 
what you c ame out of ( ? ) 

Yes , I was,•t part of that - that went - that I thi~k ,.,_~s a little ahead 
of me , but I was I suppose a precocious chiJd i~asmuch as I fi~ished 
school at the age of 12, so (Laugh) I '\'las floating around before I - I 
was too yo~g to go to ~iversity or , you k'1ow, I was always with a much 
older generation politically than my O'\\M ' so I was with people who had 
been part of that process , so you know, that '\'las - these were people who 
were i,volved in that whole movement . 

I was just interested in that c omparison because i..,itially the ANC youth 
league was more nationalist a,d less progressive , which '\'louldn ' t that be 
the opposite of the I,dian youth league - India~ congress youth league 
or - I ' m trying to look at how MTC youth league - ultimately the ANC went 
to a no,-racial perspective , but if you look at the ' 40s and the youth. 
league through (?) the early ' 50s , especially the •4os , that was the t~me 
of less no..,-racialism with the •••• 
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F . G. 

J . F • 

F . G. 

J . F • 

F . G. 

J . F • 

F . G. 

J . F . 

F . G. 

Yes , but you see~ this is the poi~t I raised whe~ I raise the h is tor ical 
thi~g - I thi"k you' ve got to go back - you ca~ • t look at the y o uth l ea­
gue as the begin~i..,g of .,.,o.,-rac ialism - I thi.,.,k that - that ' s lothere a -
I mea" if you look at the actual foundi..-g con gresses_ and the natio.,.,al 
c onve.,.,tion of 1909 , you have ( I.,.,terruptio.,.,) - if you look at that pe_riod , 
there were long speeches about the evils of racism and_ they talked about -
I mea.., i" the foUMd - you know, the 1912 speeches a.,.,d the 1909 c onv e.,.,tion 
it wasn ' t - they were talki.,.,g about UMiti..,g the Africa~ people i.., (?) tri­
balism - they were also talking about .,.,o..,- racial South Africa - it was a 
very conscious thing - it was.., t t a" accide..,t , and eve.., the Cape politics -
you know, the early Africa" orga~isation~ , they were talki~g of a non­
rac ial South Afr~ca a..,d they were - they saw themse - th~y were seeki..,g 
a place for the Africa~ people within a ~o.,.,-racial society - they wer e 
not talking at any stage of a.., African exclusive - I mea" the AWC has 
never been an exclus - exc lusivist moveme"t - whilst it has said Afr icans­
you knolot, they' re orga.,..,ising Africans in the first instance - they ' ve 
never actually said s~ecifically that it is ?outh Africa for the Africans . 

( ••••••• • • • •••• ) during - with some peop~e in the youth league in c ludi.,.,g •• 

Yes , but we were_. (?) saying, but that ' s not the »"rC - that ' s lothat I ' m try­
ing to say , that the tradit~on of the_.Al'TC )ias a very diffez:ent tradition , 
right , and ~mean they co-o~erated tqrough_ the - the e~ly part of the 
c entury in the 1910- I m~a.., the women ' s .a.,.,ti-pass campai~ was a a~ti­
pass campai~ of Coloured and Africa" women together , and they formed the 
Africa,., and Coloured lotome" ' s orga..,isatio-r- for the 1913 pass campai~ , so 
it goes back. 

It goes back, but it does meander in other- lotays -( • • • ·: ••••••••••• ) a,...d his 
idea of the non-tribalism is a lot differen t than Mandela after the youth 
league . 

Yes , but I thi,...k there - what I ' m tryi..,g to say is there ' s . a whole his­
toric al process , a.,.,d that was the mai.,.,stream of the t~aditio.,., - the ,people 
who at any stage have talked of black excl~~ivism have_ bee.., against the 
traditio,... - you see , what I ' m tryi..,g to say is it wasn't a tradition the 
A~C started anew in the ' 5Qs .- the cor, dit~ons ~ere tpen right for a , you 
know - for it to ta,J<:e a part:i,.c ular form , but i~ was a tra_Q.ition that .. went 
right back. You had the no..,-European conf~re..,ces a..,d a~tempts (?) to 
form non-European ~ited fronts - the whole r~nge of prganisations and 
attempts to come together, which were - did.., t t come to a..,ythi..,g for all 
sorts of reasons and that , you kn ow - different reasons for that , but 
they were - my main point is that they ' re part of that mainstream. 

-
Holot ab_9ut if you look at where the . support fo;r that came from? There 1 s 
~ lot of history writte.., about South Africa , not ..,ecessarily_ by South 
Africans , which talks about Africanism as being the real grassroots feel­
ing, that tha~ actually - they would.., t t ta~ about th~ w~rki~g class, but 
the kind of basic African perspective would be much more comfortable with 
a.,.,ti-white kind of - there isn ' t that much natural te..,dency to be non­
racial . I_'.m .,.,ot saying I supscribe to that , but •••• 

But they don ' t add - adduce any evidence for it - they say it - where ' s 
the evidence for it? 

Do you think that there ' s a"Y way of - is there a convergence of class 
and racial and ~on-racial an~lysis that you see? 

I- I .don•t think the African perspective came from a.,.,y class awarene 
I mean the ~YC- perspective was a class perspective - I ' m not suggesting 
that , but I don ' t thin k that non- racialism is automat~cally in ideolog­
ical terms .,ecessarily always class - I mea~ they came from it from this 
I suppose this ideological great liberal tradition , and they took it ser-
iously • • •• 

J . F . Who ' s they? 

F . G. The ANC - you know, the early part of the century. 
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J . F . Right , but then that would definitely be the~ C of the doc tor s and the 
lawyers a~d the professional c lass •••• 

F . G. Yes , yes , ye§ . 

J . F . And I ' m saying what about the working classes? 
women in the markets •••• 

What about the Indian 

F . G. Well , that - that. came much la - what I ' m tryi~g to say - now let ' s deal 
with the ANC , because the Indians might be a diff - I thi~~ there ' s a 
different posit~o~- but from the A~C- so the~.the class thing a~d the ­
the working c lass mobilisation of this came with the Communist Party and 
came with the unions i~ the ' 20s and ' 30s , I ' m ~ot disputing that , but 
I ' m saying they were able to do it muc h more easily be~ause they were 
working within _the mainstream of the Al-,.C , wp.ich had already __ estab],.i~hed 
thi s notion , unlike a lot of other African countries and African political 
parties , which never had that very clear co~scious commitment to non-rac­
ism. 

. 
J . F . So you' re saying that the trade unionists and the Communist Party could 

take the petit bourgeois ~otion and then at least it was existing and then 
apply it in their wo~k •••• 

F.G . They - they it wasn ' t question of taking - they were part of that , you 
know, because they also came - if they were part of the A~C they - that 
was something they had all imbibed . 

J . F . But it ' s a top do~ ~nd bottom up way of - the •••• 

F . G. Yes , but I mea,-, again I - I - I m_ean \-Jhile th.~ Al>:IC_ leadership was petit 
bourgeois , the point is at that early stage there was - I mean there was 
nothing else , so there was , you know - maybe not in the leadership, but 
they were part of the ~~C - they saw themselves as part of it • 

J . F . 
.. 

I usually structur~ the 
jumping all around , but 
theoretical questions? 
is it peripheral? 

inte~view with much longep scope , so I ' ~ kind of 
maybe I should take it from just moving into my 
Is non - racialism important . Is it central or 

. 
F . G. It's central - has to be in - in the context of South Africa.we ' re talking 

about (?) - ja, b~cause I mean you' re wor~ing in a racist society, you're 
working withi, an - a dominant ideology which uses racism, and thepefore 
if you want to function politically within that , you have to relate to 
rac ism, either p9sitively or negatively , wh~chever way, but you can ' t 
ignore it , and therefore if you' re moving progressively democratic a l ly, 
you relate to non-racialism as (is) something you have to relate to . 

J . F . But do you relate to it as ideologically rooted , or is there another stro­
nger ideological strand and ,-,on - racialism is a kind of overlay? 

F . G. Are you talking of me as an - I mean who are you talking of now? 

J . F • 

F . G. 

J . F • 

F . G. 

I ' m talking about you as a A~C theorist , and I ' m going to also ask you to 
talk about Indi_an movements . 

I don ' t think in the N,.C theorist the - I think non-racism was the domin­
ant~ because I mea~ again I mea~ the A~C is - does not analyse South Afr­
ica in pure class terms - I mean it ' s not a Marxist party, it never has 
been , doesn ' t claim to be - there may be individuals in it who are Marxist 

As you were bepoming more politicised , as you were active - let ' s take it 
first i nside the country , was - I ' m asking this now f~om afar and from a 
bit of a distance perspective , but do you remember it as bei~g part of the 
debates - that t s why I '"as aski~g about the I~ dian congress youth league • • 

Part of the debates about? 
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J . F . In MTC circles , in resistanqe c ircles , did you ~ver in the ' 50s, which 
would have bee., I guess ,,.hen you were getti,.,g most active init i a l l y - was 
no.-,-racial~sm as a word eve., discussed , ~s a concept? 

F . G. Yes_, I mean it was_. what you were - I mea..,_ we had :- ,,.e ,,.ere proud of the 
fact that we ' d come together , that w~ worked together - this was som~­
thing - it was seen as an achieveme,.,t - a~d I mean the whole debat~ lead­
ing up to the Freedom Charter-, I mea., that·· ,,.as about obvious - I mean it 
was the major thing- and then the divisi~ a..,d the split of PAC in ' 58 , 
you k,.,ow. 

J . F . How did you see that split , being right there <M the scene , seeing some 
of the debates? 

F . G. No , I wasn t ~ - I mean I was very young - I w~s sort qf o.,e of the c annon 
fodder (Laugh) you know lll'hat I mean , I - we ,,.ex:e discussi!7g it amongst 
ourselves and we wo~ld talk i,., the offic e , a.,d I mea., Kathrada was my 
c ontemporary , right - we were together - I mean if you want to s ort of 
put it i.., generational terms - but this was all - we lll'ere all inspired 
by it , we •••• 

J . F . By? 

F . G. This whole notion tha~ the A~C was prepared to stand up and be non- racist­
I thin~ there were - if we can ~ove to the Indian side , there was some 
co.,ceX'?1 amo.,gst I.ndiaT1s that this was - it was the right thing , yo~u kno~i• 
certairyly, bu_if there ,,.as con c ern that perhaps issues were being ).ost , the 
moveme.,t was l}?sing touc h with the grassroots because_. issues were no lo,.,g­
er being taken up 1 _. but to what extent this ,,.as because of the non- rac ial 
congress ~lliance , Rr to what exte.,t it was because one had got bogged 
doWt1 in the treason trial , was a debate that some of us l~Tere - used to 
toss arou'?ld - you kno,,., was it the fact that ,,.e were bogged down in the 
treaso., trial •••• 

J . F . That caused what then (?) 
-. 

F . G. That I mea~ the gras sroot Indians were .. rai~ing in the late ' 50s , that 0 . K. 
we ' ve got an all_ianc_~ , ,,.e agree :i,.t ' s .the right thing , but what issues are 
being t*e,., up , ho}ll' are .. - how is the Indian co..,gress dealing ,,.it):l issu_es 
of day to day c once~ with the Indians - the Group Areas Act all it -
everything ,,.as being done on the Group Are~s Act - there were co,.,sistent 
hearings being organised everywhere else , but l~That about other issues -
these were being lost sight of , you see , and some people said this ,,.as 
because the ANC w_as , you .. know , setting the age,..,da •••• 

J . F . And it was Africans dominati.,g the ANC? 

F . G. Ja - ~ell , the ANC was African - and others we~e saying no , it isn ' t 
it ' s got nothing to do with the fact that we working 1dthi,.,_ a congress 
alliance - it ' s just that we ' re all bogge~ do'~ 1dth ,,.ork - we ' re bogged 
down with that - treasor t rial ' s boggi..,g everybody down and so these 
were different perspectives_. that were being discuss_~d . 

- -· -
J . F . What about the c~itique of no., - racialism- if someo,.,e said no , it ' s act-

ually because the I,..,dia,., working class is,., • t instinctively non-rac ial -
the Indian working class is sayi..,g remember 1949? 

F . G. J-T o , nobody talked i..., those terms of .the I~dia:, ,,.o~king class - you lo1ow, 
that just ,,.as11 ' t on - yo_u talked of the Indians a..,d you spoke of the maj­
ority - if at all you spoke about anybody you' d talk of the traders - it 
worked the other way r9und, the - the - the recogT"~ised perspective was 
obviously you - if you were part of the progressive stream, you sa1..r that 
as what you 1..rere talking about , so the others ,,.ere the - were the traders , 
not the •••• 
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J . F . You mean the ones who would say remember 1 49 would have been ~he tra~ers? 

- - -· 
F . G. Ja~ and you got - you got tpis i~ - because you had a different orga~is-

atiOn - you had the InQ.ia., __ organisation~ which was oppos~d t o this a l l ­
ianc_~ - you .kn 9"\v , you had an Indian congres_~ , a.,d you ]:.lad a for mal b ody 
that was formed , the I,.,dia., organisation_, - you had a Tra,.,svaal Indi an 
organisation and a ~atal Indian orga., i sation , right , a.,d so these pepple 
were part of that_. tradition , right , and not al_l of them, but you see , a 
lot of them - b~cause they were basically ~ the tr~ders were India,., n~t­
ionalists aJso , a.,d they had this tremendous i.,flue~ce from India - par t 
of Indian nationalism, which - a.,d 'lvhere India..., congress '\vas sayi ,.,g lt"!ite 
with Africans - so a large ,.,umber of traders lvere also part of Indian cO"n ­
gres_s . 

J . F . The new I.,di~n c o.,gress the . ( ••••••••• • ••••• ) 

F . G. Ja , "\ve talki.,g of the ' 50s ,.,ow whe,., there was o,.,ly one I,!1dia,., CO"ngress , _ 
you k'1ow, the - the battles were in the 1 40s , _. so you had - so that was 
a9 c epted ( ?) - now you had , _ for insta,.,c_~ , a strike - Lipn Hatch_ - I thi,..,k 
it was Lion Match, I can ' t remember - where Indian worker~ we,.,t on strike 
and were replac ed by __ Afric an wo_;rkers , ,a,.,d it 'lvas __ very interesting the lvay 
that debate took place beca~se the progress i ves w~re __ saying : You see , we 
should have formed o,.,e lt"!ion , a,.-,d the., you wpuld,.-, 1 t have ]:.lad this problem. 
The reactionaries were saying : You see , if you unionise a,.,d you make de­
ma,.,ds 0'1 your wages , you ' ll be chucked out and the Africans will take _ 
your jobs . ~t was the same strike , the two sides both saw it as vi,..,dic­
ation ( Laugh) of their positions . I,., other words , we were all operating 
politicall y a,.,d you used "\vhatever you c ould to enforce_ your argume,.,t . 

r ow there ' s n o ~uestion that rur,.,i~g through the I,..,dians at all times 
there ' s always this fear how does a mi~ority cope - I mean I think it 
it ' s foolhardy not to address that and to ~ssume that it doesn ' t exist , 
and I - I regret some of our people do assume it doesn 1 t exist , or s ome­
h<;>lv it ' s bad that it exists - I mean I thi,..,k politically lve have to rec­
Og>'lise that things like this .. exist , and_ politically you cope with them 
and you educate people_, a..,d you do,., t t say it - it ' s no good saying do~ • t 
be afraid , because that doesn ' t solve anybody , because people have genuine 
fears , and th~y have an_example of 1 49- you' ve got to explain_ what_ happ­
ened i~ • 49 ~ you' ve got to explain the - the Bothelezis today - you have 
to explain mi.,orities and their role a~d the fact that they can be .,atural 
scapegoa~s in these sorts of situations - I mea., this is part of a polit­
ical education process , and to a.., extent t~t a politipal party addresses 
itself and political l~aders address themselves to it , to that extent they 
can succeed - you ~on ' t succ~ed if you demand commitmen~ out of fear , or 
give people panaceas and say __ : No , everything lvill b_~ find - because it 
wOn ' t be fine - minorities inevitably are scapegoats , a.,d you have to add­
ress yourself to tha~ , you ~ow, it_ - it- a,.,d I mean t~e W9Y I do is , you 
kn~w, the exte~t to which , or the way I per~o.,ally would say ( ?) tpe ex­
te,.,t to which - I don ' t think I thi,..,k of myself as a,.., Indian , but the ex­
tent I - t~lking to people who raise it even. today, I say tpe exte~t to 
whic h you are part a~d parcel of the Al-'IC , and part and parcel of th.~ UDF , 
a.,d part and parcel of the democratic moveme~t , you determine policies , 
you set the agenda, and to that extent you ' re able to participate in mak­
i,.,g your future secure~ 

The -other way there ' s ,.,o way you c an be secu_:r;-e , so the- choice is not be- .. 
tween security lvithi.,., a racist system a,..,d tak_:i...,g a cha~ce outside , but 
with a guara,.,teed lack of security (Laugh) i.., a racist system, a,.,d workin 
towards the other , you know - towards achieving a security for everybody 
outside - so _I. dOn ' t k•10"\of if that ' s theoretical , but that • s __ practical . 

J . F . So you were in • 49 . Do you remember what people were saying? 
have any memories of what 1 49 mea~t? 

Do you 
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F . G. I was out of the country at that particular time , yes , but I me~n the 
aftermath because people '\~ere talking about it for a lang time aft e rwards 
there was a lot of people fear (?) - oh, you know, those Afric a~s - tpey 
were genuinely afP.aid - they saw it - it was a sort o~ lack of' c ivilisa -
it was racism - perceived in terms of racism, but racism comb - c ombined 
with experie~ce ~nd fear that they had experie~ced , and the question was 
what do you do apout it - you see , there wa~ a reco~ition af'ter t~~t 
that it was,.,·'· t e n ough to go a,.,d si~ pacts at a leaP,ership level , that 
you had to try and pring people together , a~d this is the problem in South 
Africa, give,., the divided societies , how· do you bring people together -
now it '\~as easier i.,., the 1 50s - it ' s very much more dif'fic ul t today •••• 

J . F . Because? 

F . G. Because we ' re so much more physically separated , you see it was much 
easier at that period , but much , muqh more dif'ficult ,.,ow. 

J . F . T hat ' s the peren,., ial critique of non-racialism, the leaders are together 
but what about on the grassroots level? 

- - .. .. 
F . G. Ja, but that ' s why you' ve got to get .at. the _grassr.oots , and it does,.,tt 

have any mea~ ing if it's just a questio~ of lea~ers shaki~g ha.,.,ds with 
each other - it has a b s olutel y ·~o meanir.g , an~ you ' ve got to .. get at the 
grassroots and y9u 1 ve got to do what I waR sayi.,.,g, ~ddress the fears that­
aqcept first of all that the fears are '; Ot u,..,,., atural - reco~ise_ . th~ vu_l:.­
nerapility of min orities that is almost i,.,tri~ sic i.., .. that ki~d of s _ociety, 
and the.., deal with those issues , both in your political education and i n 
trying to - to structure political movement i n action to take account of' 
t~ose facts . 

J . F . Can you cite any specific inst~nce or spmething ~hat was written or some 
historical ~ something you ' d point to that shows the success of dealing 
with directly head- on addressi,.,g the mi.,.,ority me..,tality f'ears , '\~here you 
think that "l ow tha~ was a way that_ it '\1as dealt with •••• 

F . G. Well , I mean I think t he way the Ind~ans over~ll hav~ rejected the South 
Af'rican India~ Cou..,cil , I mean that - a whol~ lot was written , lots of 
people - the whole build- up of community orga..-.isations at home - all of' 
this is , you know, exampl~s, and of the r~cent , past where this was- after 
the first - after the ' 5 - I think it '\otas after ' 49 there were joint comm­
ittees set up precisely in (?) recognition , conscious reco~ition that it 
wasn t t enough for pacts to be ,;:;i~ed - you had to wo_;J;"k with people_, people 
like J .~ . Sin gh ~d Ishmael Meer were part of a formal committee - I dor. ' t 
know if M. D. '\otas - I don ' t thi..,k he was , but I couldn ' t be - wouldn ' t -
wouldn ' t swear to that - there was actually a f'orm.~l commi-t;:tee set up in 
li.Tatal t .o deal '\d-th this specific problem, an d b~sed on _:the cpnscious rec­
ognition of the .,., eed - simil:.arly a£ter the ' 59 - an d I t hi..,k the success 
of' it was .~n the ' 59 quote , unquote , riots , whe,., it was.., t t_ . I~dian shops 
that were t ouched , )'las,., ' t Indians that were aff'ected - it '\'las a clear att­
ack in - in Cato :r.fan or , '\othere there was a specific attack now o~ municipal 
beer halls and so on. 

J . F . I accep t '\othat you' re sayin g - I thi..,k it 1 s ;~ell arguesi , but how do yo_~ 
deal with those who look at some eleme..-.ts i.., t he 'tiC specially, although 
also the T IC an d say : Look , you know, you just contin ually have a kind 
of merchant class petit bourgeois mentality, '\'7h~re - just that ki..,d of 
criticism which comes out of' some ideological critique about their class 
positio~ a~ d also comes out of , I thi~k , some i .., dividuals - it also comes 
out of the critique of the ethnic organisation s , which then they ' ll say : 
Look at ' TIC , that just shows £our nation s does, 1 t work. 
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F . G ~ Ja , but I thi~k therefore it ' s got to be tackled by the A~C and it 's got 
to be tac - primaril~ by th~ A~C , and I mea~ I thi~k there a r e - I mea~ 

lTIC ' s there because partly of historic al reasons - I thi~k the - I would 
perso~ally - but I don ' t want to deal with here - I have criticisms of 
some of the things that the IC ' s been doi~g i~ the rec e~t past - ther e 
are ge!1U~.,.,e proqlems there whi c h ~eed addressi•1g_. '\'lhich i~ the 1 980 , ' 81 , 
' 82 - t~s whole growth of commu~ity orga~isatio~s and so ~ c o uld be -
was not built ~ , you see - we - you ~eed more ~nput - but you see , it ' s 
ame thi~g to accuse someone else of bei~g the leader ~hen I ' m not p r epared 
to make a stand myself - the people ~ho are d9i~g the criticising, you 
know , all these petit bourgeois leaders , they ' ve given time to it - they 
have set themselves up as targets - n0'\'1 I thi...,k befor e you crit i c i se , the 
person l'lho ' s doing the critic ism has to be asked : What did you d o about 
it - are you prepared to _spe,.,d the time , are you prepared to be c ome a 
tar get of the state , are you prepared to face detentian , are you prepared 
to be charged ld th treas o.., ? 

You see , these are - these are practic~l , y~~ know - it ' s one thing - I 
mea,., it ' s very easy to sit in universities , specially if they' re abroad , 
and make these critiques - the question is on the groUMd what will be (?) 
done . .,..,.0'\'1 sure , there are people on the grou~d who ' re doi~g thi~gs who 
are critical , but that has to be res olved withi~ the orga~isatian , a~d 
there the A~C qan also give a lead - a,.,d you have the problem in ~atal 
because ove~'lhelmingly on top of this , you ' ve got the Buthelezi fac tor , 
where you have;t ' t got a threat of bei~g used as a scapegoat , you' ve got 
a consistently spelt out one , you see , whic h makes it much more diffic ult 
because , you know, you' re asking people to have faitp. when every few days 
they open their papers a,.,d see another threat , so it ' s very diffic ul t , 
but that calls for - it ' s a ~eater politic al cJ:>.alle~g~ . 

J . F . But would you accept the h~ving a separ~t~ organisati~ - the questi~ 
conti..,ually is h0'\'1 far sho_uld the A?o.TC go , ho_:w far should resis_:tan c e p_ql­
itics in South Africa go in setti,.,g up non-racial organisations ldthi,., 
the framework gf (?)__setting UJ? separat_e eth..,ically based_, organisati~s? 

F . G. You see , I mean ag_ai.-, '\'le talking, you !<:"0'\'1 - are '\'le talki...,g theoretic ally, 
are w·e talking of the reality of whe,.., the , .. IC was revived - you know, I 
think the - it ' s one - totally ane thi~g to talk in theory. 

J . F . O. K ., the .,.,.IC was revived again i!1 ' 71 . 

F . G. Wow it was easier to revive it than to have set up a totally new organis ­
atio~ . 

J . F . The Nic look at th~ TIC - the PAC was pretty dormant a~d then out of 
the blue in ' 81 it was reconstituted. That ' s a lot different than ( ••.• 
••••• ) Ramgobin c om~ng out of the lull a~d really •••• 

F . G. Ja , but it was reconstit~ted bec ause the,.., you already had an ~IC , rigp.t -
now you needed an organisation that people_ could relate to- you h~d L~n­
asia residents_ associ~tions , you had Laudium, you had all these commu,..,ity 
organisations - there was a feeli~g to bring them together - the Indians 
were used to an India..., congress , thi s was the way - ~he fact that you' ve 
got a TIC or a - you see , effec tively you could equally say why do ypu 
have a Soweto 9ivic association , whic h is all African .- the~ th~ r~ality 
of the geography of apartheid i s that you are gqing to have these kinds 
of organisations - they are ...,ot important - by foc ~~ing atte~tiqn on the 
fact of whether its membership is exclusive or not is - is - is a diver­
sion - you' ve got to look at the nature of the orga..,isation - a~ ( ?) ~~C 
that was democratic that had an i~put from the grassroots would be a diff­
erent ?.riC from one that '\'las elitist , was ba_sically l _eaders operating in 
a vacuum, without the grassroots support or '\'lith - with grassroot support 
but without a grassroots feed - you k.,.,o,ot, i,.,feed - and that is the crucial 
issue you have to address , not the issue of '\'lho 1 s allowed , because de fa­
cto organisatiOT'S are almost inevitably racial , except at an absolute na­
tio~al level - you can ' t - you can ' t do it otherwise . 
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F.G. 

J . F. 

You can 1 t have a civic association i.., a Africa.., tO\'i""ship a11d say it must­
its doors must be open .. to everyboq.y. 

60 6 

But you could argue, a n d I - no.t ..,ecessarily I agree with it , but you 
6

• 

could argue that _<::!- leadership - that the moveme,t moves for\'lard and that 
the (?) for example , release Mandela committee , it's not called Africa.., 
arm of UDF, a11d i, fact possibly whites could joi,., it - some people see 
it de facto as • ••• 

60 

F . G. It is de facto that , yes, because there "'~as ..,o other way for the Africans 
to orga!"ise . 

J . F . But -~ve.., the fact that it-is ..,ot called that -the Coloureds are very ad­
ama..,t about - they would 11ever call anythi,g the Coloured anythi..,g , it 
does, • t matter if it ' s the Cape or Tra,svaal. 

F .G. 0 . K., but . th_C!-t 1 s __ fi,.., _e because they have a problem with calli..,g it Col­
oured - the I11dia,s have ..,o problem because they ' ve got 90 years of his ­
tory of a, I..,dia..,_ co..,gr~ss. 

- ... ... . -· -
J.F . But I ' m just sayi,..,g when does the poi,...,t come? lfue.., South Africa' s lib-

erated do you conti,.,ue to have I11dian organisatio11s for I11dian areas or 
how do you move • ••• 

F . G . \fell, let me put - let me say tomorrm-1 morni..,g if the A1ifC is not banned, 
do you think the I,dia.., c0>1gress would have a separate existe..,ce? 

J . F . ?. .. ot tomorrow, but I ' m _saying what t s the projectory? How do you see it? 

F . G. N o , no , I ' m sayin g when the .AN'C ' s no lo,ger ba,.,,ed , you "'~ould.., t t have a 
separate I11dian ,pongress. 

J . F . Do you thi..,k then it would have? 

F . G. Well , the ~rc • s doors are_ open - I mean what , at th~t stage are we all 
going to resign from the AWC and go into the Indian co,.,gress - of cour~e 
,ot . You see, I - I thi.-,k this is - is a diversion because it does.., t t -
it - it serves ..,ot to address the problem of the character of the organ­
isati0"1 , \..rhich is far more importa,t . 

J . F . Which is? 

F . G. Which was whether that ' s a democratic organ is - does it address the iss­
ues - does it address the issues of all sorts of groups? 

J . F . lfuat about that questio, of the Coloured vi
6
ew of - .I th~nk it ' s really -

I like the fact that you immediately isolated the minority - it ' s minor­
ities l'le ' re taJ¥i,., g - \..re 1 re talki~ g about a.., African_ c011ti..,e..,t , al"' A_frica.., 
majority a,d these various minorities that nave to_ mru<e their way . In 
your studies , i.., your understanding, in your experi~..,ce ~f talking and 
beil"'g a,., ~:rc person , ca.., you give me some understandi,g as to why these. 
two min orities i n S ou~h Africa , which have some ~hi,.,gs i,., common - they 
do tend to i n termarry more than other groups e t c . - have such a different 
political understanding , have - the Coloureds do.., ' t l'la.., t to use the \'lord 
Coloured - they - most people \'IOuld tell you CPC wasn 1 t • • • •. 

F . G. r o , but I mean it's obvious because \'lho - I mean the India..,s are ,Part of -
I mea, the word I..,dia.., it - it's like if you' d called it the koelie co.., ­
gress , the Coloured - the Indians would have had the sam~ reaction , right . 
l ow there ' s a d_ebate amongst the Coloureds , you kno,., , a..,d the - because 
the Coloureds \'lere - it wa~ seen as a word of denigpati_<?n , and therefore 
they react again st it - I mean it - I think it ' s as simple as that - I 
don't think there ' s anythi..,g else (?) whereas the India,s they ' re - they'r 
I'1dia.., - they ' re proud of their c ulture , but they se.e themselves as South 
Africary , a'1d they nave fed i.-,to the South Africa,., culture , which is you 
see (?) the co,gress food, congress eve..,ts , the exte..,t to which there ' s 
been an intermi..,gling of cultures . 
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F.G . You kno}'l , that ' s );here, a11d more of it ~..rill grol~, l~e hope , a,...,d more of 
it has to be_ e~co~aged, a~d today ' s tee~agers fr~,...,kly the culture ' s 
America~ (Laugh) ,...,ot - I mea,.., but you know, this is the reality and ypu 
take pride i,..., ::- i,..., your OlV'n h_istory , you don t t de,...,y Jt . nOl~ wheT' you ' ve 
had a history qf slavery~ right , which is_ the sort of - a11d of constant 
attempts at contempt , you then get - you get differe,...,t kinds of thi,...,gs -
you get the kind of DC i11 its positive se~se , which was there i11 the early 
BCM , which was there i11 tp.e At.TC youth league , l~hich was say_ing we should 
be proud of what we are , you see , there ' s Ttothi,...,g wro~g l..rith it, right , 
but it ' s like people sayi,...,g they reject their slave ,.,ames i,..., black Amer­
ica, a11d the Coloureds see this as their - the equivale,...,t of a slave ,.,arne , 
a11d that ' s l~hy they rej_~ct that 110tion . 

-J . F . That explai11s the notio,..., . I thi,...,k that ' s a good poi,...,t of - in terms of 
the name of it , but you could have the release Mandala committee , whi ch 
is just for Afr~cans ._ You could hav~ some - it just seems that there ' s 
also - maybe I ' m wro.,.,g , b~t it seems_.there ' s also a lack of effective 
ability to organise a,.., organisation i,..., th~ Colour~d group areas . People 
will talk about the CPC i,..., the ' 50s .,.,ot - there ' s ,...,o - you can ' t argue 
that it was as effective as the I,...,dia~ con~ess and the A~C , even •••• _ 

F . G . But I think that was not bec~use oJ an orga..,isatioT'al prob_lem-: I thi,...,k 
at t~at pa~ticular stage the Co~oureds were ~till ambivale,...,t about where 
they stood - they had~ ' t bee,., orga11ised . You know, the I.,.,dians had a -
again a l~g h~story of resista,...,ce , which we..,t back , l~here9-s .the APO had 
been there at the tu~ of the ce..,tury - the APO had effectively died out , 
and there '~as no r _eal altern_?ltiv e towards it - there ' d been nothi,...,g else 
set up . Th_e APQ was ..,on - racial - anybody could be a member of the_.APO , 
Coloured o~ Afric ~,..., - Afric ans_ were members of the APO , but mo~t of t~em 
were Col - Indians were members of the APO , but most of ~he - you kno,., , 
majority in it tends to be seen as a basically a Coloured orga,...,isation , 
but it did., ' t - you did,., ' t have l..rithi..., the APO , or within the Coloured 
comm~ity , I suppose , the eq~ivalent of the youth _league or the a,...,ti- _ 
segJ;'egati011 courci1 of the I11dia,..., congress - you .. did.., ' t have that ref -
re~orm within the organisatio~ itself , so t~~ org_?lnisati~ died , a.,d no::­
thi,...,g was set up in its place till the ' 50§ , when t~e Coloured People ' s 
C_qngress was set up , but ag_~i.., it ,.,as - _. I doTl ' t k,...,o,~_. to w~at ex - I thi,...,k 
you better talk to people like Reg - you k,...,9w, I 1 ~_,.,ot sure to what ext­
ent that l'las set up as a wi,.,g of the congress movement , a,.,d to what ex~­
ent it '~~s a grassroots dema,...,d for the organisation ~IC ( ?) whereas In­
dians_ - partly I suppose bec ause you were rejected , partly the Gandhia,..., 
traditio,., , partly I suppose the strong ~ultural roots , you know, you -
I mea, ,.,hy do I wear a sari - because I got chucked out of a post offic e 
a few ti~es in So~th Africa - I ' m tpe 011ly member of my family wp.o does . 

J . F . 

F . G . 

J . F . 

And I '~ent home and I '\~ore a sari and I said I - because I was in_ the -
I looked white , and this was the_ time wheTl ~hey begun to segregate I -
and they thought I ,.,as a protester , so _I got chucked ou,.-t;; , so I l'ient home , 
I wore a sari , ,.,e.,.,t bac!~ to_ the non - Europea,..., queue - after that I dis_­
covered it '~as very comfortable to be in a sari - I .mea,.., at that time it 
was ~ . polii;;ical statement , ,.,ow it ' s .very 9omf'ortable ~ but I ' m sure jn 
differe,.,t ,~ays a lot of us did the f!ame sort _Qf thing - you ,.,ere assert­
i,.,g a,., identity bec ause you were de,.,ied one , or the 011e you were bei.,g , 
you kno,., - you were _told l'las a second class o..,e. 

How did you feel ,.,hen the youth league ,.,as - the A"'TC youth league was at 
its more racialist stage , and whe.,., the PAC ultimately made its debut ( ?) 
Did you feel •••• 

Now hang o,., , you ' re talking of ' 5- you k..,o,., , that ' s te,., years apart 
PAC ,.,as much later. 

That was • 49 - ' 59 - you ca~ handle them separately, but in different 
stages in South Africa.., history it seems that there was overt anti- I,...,-
diaTiness ••• • 
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.. 
F . G. Right , now I think the youth league - I ' m guessing because I don t t know 

I think the - the_ youth league - probably p10st Indians were not even a lvare 
of' the_ proble,!lls - you '\vould have had_. a sm_all group that were aware - be­
cause it was essentially at that stage a i~te~lectual movement at Fprt 
Hare and so on - I suspect , but I don ' t know, right - I don ' t ~ow how 
many people were fully a1vare of' it - it was i..., the early ' 50s I thi..,k 
some of' us became aware , but by the time I became aware of' it and ~ew 
people like .,.T elso"1 a...,d so on there - that rae - you 101 O'\v, that period had 
passed. 

The PAC was a different thing because I think the main thi11g there '\vas 
that the fact that the Nrc refused to compromise - you remember PAC came 
after the Freedo,!ll Charter, and the fact that the Anc_ was not prepared to 
seek cheap support , you l<:r~ ow, or not prepared to compromise at the cost 
of' possibly losing support , gave people mucp more co,.,f'idence . 

. -· 
J . F. Did you ever - did people talk about it when the PAC broke away that 

they ' re apti-Indi~n? 
.. 

F.G. Ja , I mean ev_eryone kneli abo~t it , but I mea,.., you k...,o,i , you '\vere_ starti..,g 
from a process ldthin - movement within th~ co~gre~s alliance , so you 
didn ' t , you know:. - i..., my - anyway:- as far as .I was_,.;:tware , you know, _, we 
did11 1 t pay much heed to it , because by th~ , you ~O'\v , to1vards the late 
' 50s '\ie l'lere even liOrking OUt Of' One Office i~ Johan.,esburg - l'le didn 1 t 
even have separate physical offices . 

J . F . There was ( ••••••••••••••••••• •• ) c riticism of' South African Indian con­
gress as a political ghetto was in the A}TC NEC report of' 1959 , so obvi­
ously there was debate? 

-
F . G. Ja , within the ANC , right , and there was actual - I mean they - people 

like elson and all had challenged Yusuf' Dadoo ' s right to speak out and 
so on •••• 

J . F . Challenged? 

F . G. Yusuf' Dadoo 1 s right to speak on a platform and so on - there had been i...,­
cidents - this '\'las i,., the very early days •••••••••••••••••••• 

l,'TD OF SIDE CNE . 

F . G. •••• :no , I wasn ' t -I m_~an I '\vas around- I _ didn ' t do a...,ything spectacular 
whe,., I ,.,as at home - I '\'las involved I suppose just the routine work with 
co,., gress . I came out ,.,ot because I was ,.,anted or anythi,.,g, but I came 
out , as I explai..,e~ earlier, because. I was supposed to come out a...,d help 
to set up, you ~o~ - h~lp to get Oliver T ambo out , and the" I was going 
back i.., , so in a se...,se I had - I didn ' t leave South Africa to escape any 
police action or anything of' the sort . 

J . F . And ,.,he..., did you go to u---iversity? 

F. G. I" the ' 50s, and I ,.,as about to f'i .... ish - a...,d I '\vas about to start practice 
I studied overseas i..., Kings College, Londo- . 

J.F . Some of' the year (?) you ,.,e...,t overseas to study because you lvere quite 
you,.,g . What year was it that you we,.,t? 

F .G . I first ,.,e...,t - I f'i,...ished my schooli...,g overseas as well - •48 , 1 49 - but 
I spent a lot of' time at home in between - I 1 d spend two years, then I 1 d 
come out and the- I ' d go back. 

J . F . And your schooling, mea...,i...,g you finished high school? 
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F . G. Finished high school overseas . 

J .F. 'W1:1ere was that , i,... Lo..,do.,..,? 

F . G. I Lor~do., . 

J.F . A..,d the"" you "1.'/e..,t back to Ki.,..,gs College a..,d got your law degree? 

F . G. Ja , that ' s right. 

J .F. What year did you get your lal'l degree? 

F . G. I got my first degree i.., ' 55 · 

J . F . Mea.,..,ir~g l'lhat •••• 

F . G. I the.., did my bar at la"'.'l . 

J . F . A.,..,d the.,.., you left i.., ' 59 a..,d did you have a..,y particular position •••• 

F . G. "'~o , I mean as I said , I left in ' 60 - I left the mgr1i"'lg of' - after Shar­
peville , whe11 I '\'las adv.;ised that - you see , the idea was that I kr~ew , I 
suppose, a number of' ~ast Af'rican leaders a..,d so o.., , and I ' d spent a year 
travelli..,g arou,.,d "'.'IOrki..,g as a f'reela..,ce jou~alist at this time , just to 
see the world , so I ' d got to_know a lot of people - I ' d got to know all 
the sort of' r~ewly emergi.,..,g and East Africa.,.., leaders at least - they were 
politiciar~s the"'l , they were ..,ot prime mi..,isters ar~d so or~ - _they became 
that later o,... ( Laugh) so l'lhe.., I suppose the decisio,., was to set up the 
external mission they wa,.,ted somebody "'.'lho - I don ' t quite knqw - I .,..,ever 
f'ou..,d out why I was asked - things happe,...ed too fast af'ter that ever to 
f'ir~d out - so I \'las asked to go out a..,d set up for - to arra..,ge to bri..,g 
the people out "'.'lho were goi11g to come •. 

- -
Remember at that time Ta..,ga..,yika was ..,ot eve.., i..,depende..,t - I thi.,..,k the 
.,..,~arest i..,depe..,de..,t place was Ethiopia or somethi..,g like that , so you 
would ha~e to carry a lot of' - cover a lot of' hostile f'ederatio.., territory 
ar~d what - a..,d so the question was how do you come out , h0'\'1 do you se_t up 
a.,.., e.xte~al missio.., , you kr~ow , the - the _questions . So I was supposed 
to do some exploratory "'.'IOrk o.., this a..,d to help somebody who subseque..,tly 
I lea~ed was Oliver Tambo to come out a~d s9rt of' ease his pass - that 
was really all I was supposed to do . A.,..,d I me~.., the la~t time I saw 
Bram Fischer ever was I said : Look , I ' m goir~ g to be delayed ir~ joi..,ing 
you , but I will be comir~g quite soo,., ( Laugh) - ..,ot k..,9wi..,g what was - and 
the,., the night of' Sharpeville I was contacted a..,d told I should go a....,d 
see my f'amil,.y - my family "'.'lere ir~ Mozambique , so I we.,t - that was it. 

J .F. A.,..,d the.., si.,ce 1 60 have you beer~ ir~ Lo..,don •••• 

F . G. "To , no , I was in Tanza..,ia and all over the place - i., those early days I 
was with the A~c , but I was also working as a journalist - you know, we 
did.., ' t have a big full time missior~ . 

J . F . You' re goi.,g to make it difficult for me to "'.'lrite this and I •••• 

F . G. Well , you d0'1 1 t write it . 

J . F . I won't write it , but •••• 

F . G. 1 o , you don ' t write it •••• 

J . F . I have to do (?) a paragraph or just •••• 

F . G. Oh , that 's - I ' d worked as a journalist in East Africa. 

J . F . For? 
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F . G . Well , I edited a paper called Spearhead , a'1g. the.., I w·as corresponde'"t for 
The Guardian and The Observer and the BBC - I was stri~gi'"g £or them i'" 
Ta.,..,ga .... yika. The...,_ I cam~ to Lo~do'" a~d the'" I worked here as a radio 
producer. The""' I we'"t to Ox£ord , a...,d '\'lhile I was at Ox£ord I was asked -
Tanzania was ...,ationalisi~g its '"ewspaper~ so I was asked to go bac k there 
and trai..., their jour-.,alists a~d edit the paper whe~ they '"atio~alised it , 
so I did that £or two years . The.., I ,.,e..,t back to Ox£ord , £i.,..,ished my 
doctorate •••• 

J . F . In -doctorate in? 

F . G . History a'"d political science - a.,..,d that was it . 

J . F . And this Spearhead was what ki'"d o£ paper? 

F . G. A political ~onthly . 

J . F . 0£ Tanga..,yikan •••• 

F . G. o , it was - it was A£rican , but Southern A£rica'" primarily - it only 
lasted two years . 

J . F . A.,..,d then did you come to joi.,.., the Londo'" o££ice •••• 

F . G . To , I mean I ' m - you ~ow, I ' ve been worki'"g £ull time with the A~c , but 
mainly with headquarters , not with the Lo...,don o££ice . 

J . F . Were you based in Lusaka •••• 

F . G . ~o , you can work with headquarters and be based anywhere - that ' s .... othing. 
- . . 

J . F . And do you have any port£olio I can re£er to? "':ro? How was it that as 
a woman and as an I'"dia'" woman you were so i'"depe...,de'"t and - was.,..,tt that 
unusual , specially •••• 

F . G . Not as £ar as my £amily were concerned •••• 

J . F . ( •••••••• ) but £or the rest o£ the populatio..,? 

-. . 
F.G. I don ' t know - I _really don ' t know- it ' s di££icult to j~dge - probab~y, 

J . F • • 

F . G. 

J . F . 

yes , but there are people who are , you k...,ow, I thi'"k - as I said, I was 
tryi.,..,g to explain it 1 s a particular £amily backgr.ound - no , I mean hon ­
estly I don ' t k...,ow - _po,., does o..,e explai:; that - I do'" 1 t ~ow - I mea..., I 
think it - it ' s just a ~amily background- you k..,ow, you were '"ever con ­
sciously doing anythi...,g -:- it was - I mean it ,.,asn 1 t that you rebell_ed 
agai..,st the £amily OJ: a.,..,ything o£ the sort - it ,.,as just that was accepted 
by my pare .... ts - it was understood - my sisters the same sort o£ thi...,g -
I mean we all , you k...,ow - it ' s the ki...,d I suppose - a..,d my cousi..., was I 
think - I thi..,k was the £irst I..,dian to go to 'fits - £irst India., woma,., 
to go to 1fitwatersra...,d •••• 

Who was that? 

Alice Gi,.,,.,ala i.., ·,40 , •41, somethi...,g - I thi,.,k she was - I would.,.., t t swear 
to it . So I mea.., it ' s bee'" a- you know, it ' s sort o£ normal (Laugh) 

lfuen you were i.,..,volved with - whe..., you knew these East A£riqan leaders -
back to my topic - did you se'"se that they had any concern £or non- racial­
ism or that they speci£ically were pan-A£ricanist or A£rica...,ist or nat ­
ional •••• 



F . GINWALA . PAGE 14 . 

F .G. It varied - I mean I th_:i:.nk it varied - ,.,e were he:r;-e- as stude,.,ts , you 
know, ,.,e- i.,., Lov-do..-. we were stude,..,ts -I do,.., t t thi,..,k there was ( ? ) -
you know, if you- I do~•t think there was a..-.y co.,.,scious racism there 
at all - we worked together , but we were all worki,.,g i.,., our o~ little 
groups . And the,., of course i.,., Ta,.,ga,.,yika there was a very conscious 
,.,o,., - racism of F y erere •••• 

J . F • ( • • • • • • • ) 

-F . G. Yes , I me~n you ~,.,ow , it ' s o,.,e of his outst~..-.di,..,g thi,.,gs a,.,d what ( ? ) he 
stood for . I mea~ he ' s the one who refus~d to join t~e Commonwealth i,.., 
196 - when Ta,.,gany~a was about to become i,.,depe,.,de.,.,t - he ' s the one who 
said that there ca.,., t t be room i,., one common\ofealth for ,.,~-racist Ta,..,ga,., ­
yika a,.,d the racist South Afric a - that ' s what led to the expulsion of 
South Africa , because in a se,.,se he put .the choice to the Commo,.,wealth. 

-J . F . But were there a.,.,y debates i,., the stude.,.,t days where you -~a,., other parts 
of Africa having a c~cern for non- racialism or sayi.,.,g : How ca.,., you i,., 
South Africa have your own versio,., , it ' s .,.,ot for us in Ke,.,ya? 

-· -F . G. 'To , you ~ee , the thiT'g j.s the poiT't was i,., say, q.ha,.,~ , I mea,., the que_stion 
does.,., t t arise - you know, I thi.,.,k we ' ve got to avoj.d putti.,.,g differe,.,t 
situations o,.,to different situations . Jt was i~ Kenya - well , i,., Ke,.,ya 
at that time people like_. P . Q. Pinto , who_ ,.,as my co.-.tempgrary, I mean he 
was o.-,e of the peop)..e who worked with Ke""yatta - a.,.,d what was hi_s ,.,arne -
Ramez Gatima ( ?) - J mea.., I,.,dia,..,s were involved with Kenyatta i., the early 
days of - of the Ke.,ya i,.,depe,.,de,., c e moveme..,t , you krlow , so I mean I -
this is l'lhat , you krlow , you_ shouldn ' t - ygu - that time I mea,., I think 
it was the mqve aw~y tqwards rac ism, rather tha.,., a move away to ,.,on- racism 
That was part of it - I mea,., going back in the history of Ke,.,ya , like else 
where , you kno,., , I,.,dians ,.,ere build - few of them, .,.,ot all of them , I 
agree , but there ~ere I,.,dia..,s associated with -

Similarly the Uganda action group - people like Shafig Arai,., a.,d all were 
involved in Uga..,da., - with t-1ilto,., Obote and the Ugaroda Co,.,gress Party •• •• 

J . F . People like? 

F . G. Shafig Arain - he was phe,.., high - he was Ami,., ' s High Commissioner - no , 
Obote t s High Commi~si<mer here - S h a f i q A r a i ,.., - a,.,d there was 
a gro_up called the Uganda Actio,., Group - they \ofere part of that . They 
were part of Milto.,., Obote ' s - you k,..,ow, _ people who - the equivalent of 
our I..,~ia,., co,.,gr~ss reformers , if you l~e . You had - in K~,.,ya you had 
people like P . O. Pi..,to , lofho was assassi,..,at_~d -:- his i,.,itials were P . O. -
and Pinto - P i n t o . I ca,., • t remember some of the other names - ~ho 
were a c tually - -· they ,.,ere pe - there was an I,:"ldian who was detained for 

, many years by the British, so you kno,.,, there ' s - there ' s a whole ra,.,ge 
of t~t - I mea,., similarly with tEe federatio~ , Indians were involved • 

. 
I thi,.,k the l'lhole is _~ ue of , you kn o,., , the Uga,..,da,., Asia.., s is totally dis ­
torted East African history , because people have,., t t studied it - I mea,., 
there was.,., ' t that ki·1d of racism . there (the,.,) _ 

J . F. What about the issue of this thing called the four nati~s thesis -what 
is that? 

F . G. I d~ • t krlow, what is it - tell me - I ' ve never heard of it . 

J . F . Back i.,., 1981 when there were all these debates about the re- foundi,.,g of 
TIC , there were articles i,., Whip saying there were people who rejected 
the four ,.,atio,.,s thesis . 
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F . G. 
.. t -· -. .. 

Yes , but I .thi.,.,k it 1 s like , you_.k...,ow, people -~et up a., AW'!t Sally c alled 
the four ...,~ti~s thesis , a'T"d the..., they spe~d their time ~ocki...,g it down . 
I do..., ' t thi...,k people i...,volved in TIC or "l'lithi.., the democratic moveme...,t 
were arguing about the four ...,ations thesis . I think for them it was a 
very simple practical thi...,g whic h we discusse~ already - do..., t t ...,eed to 
go (?) b~t if (?) the TIC was there , they did..., ' t tpeoretically set out 
to set up a body which did..., ' t exist or , you k...,ow, go out of a..., a l ien 
tradition , so I thi...,k , you know, that - that I mean all I have to say is 
what I ' ve said be~ore - I d~ ' t wa...,t to repea~ it . 

J . F . What is the ..,atio...,al question? 
about ...,on-racialism? 

Are we talki..,g about it whe..., we talk 

F . G. I don ' t k...,ow (Laugh) - depe...,ds how you defi..,e it . 

J . F . Ca..., you define it? 
-

F . G. No , wouldn ' t try to - it ' s too long - I mean it ' s not something for a 
brief interview a...,yw~y . 

J . F . I thi...,~ ii; ' s something for this topic . Haybe you should_. recomme...,d some­
thi...,g I could read from , because I do,-, t t thi,k I ca, not have (? ) a..., un­
dersta...,di...,g of the ...,ational questio..., . Is it the same as ...,o...,-racialism? 
Is it this deb~te?_ 

-F . G. You see , I think one_ of the problems I have is you talk of this debate , 
but it ' s because you' v~ decided to work O""_. it that it is a debate , but 
for most of us ~t isn 1 t a 4ebate (Laugh) - that ' s why the difficulty ar­
ises , you know - I mean sure , if you tall~i...,g o~ South Africa , obviously 
there ' s a n atio...,al questio..., - if by that you mea., that yo~ h~ve four s~p 
I mea..., South Africa P. w· . Botha has - I do..., t t k , ow- "lihat at the latest 
COW'1t ( ?) . - 15 nat-iO..., S tpeory , right - you-1 J:e all differe...,t ...,ations_, and 
...,ow the indaba eve,., has a separate Afrik~a.., s speaki...,g_. a....,d Ertglish speak­
ing i..., their co...,stitutio'T" - I mea..., this is 'T"O...,se..., se - I F.te~,., you ca..., go 
o,., lik~ that and raise a problem a...,d the..., debate it a...,d theoretically 
a,.,alyse it and say it ' s all wro...,g , but it - it ' s pate...,t no...,se...,se - you 
don ' t ...,eed the theoretical a,.,alysis to see that . 

.. . ' ... 
Tow withi..., the Freedom Charter we talk abo~t the fact that all ~ati~,.,al 
groups will have , you k...,ow, la...,guage rights a..., d so on protected - ,.,o, ... 
these are practical thi..., gs , but they can ~ly be resolve~(?) withi..., a 
democratic society - as far as the AVC is co...,ce~ed~ it ' s bee..., made very 
clear that in a ..., y future democratic South Africa we "l'lill ...,ot accept either 
righ-t;;s defin eq. i ..., racial or eth...,ic _terms - "lie "liill no_t a~cept a devolut­
ion o~ power i...,to _u,., its "lihich are defi...,ed racially or eth...,ically, right -
so in t hat se...,se the ideology is ..,on-racism, right , and ...,ot group rights 
but in - protection of i~dividual rights . 

Q,., the other hand you have the Freedom Charter , "lihich does talk about 
people ' s rights to la..., guage and so on - ..,ow the exact mechan isms by which 
these will have to be give..., expression will have to be worked out within 
a democratic South Africa - the commitme..,t to allow peQple to have those 
...,atioroal rights , to allo"li the floweri..., g of the different national cult­
ures , have got to be worked out withi, a democratic context , you know ­
that- that ' s really the basis . 

The ...,ational question emerges within a Harxist co~te~t , and the ~"G. - to 
come back to it - - is n ot a ~1arxist _party , so it has ...,qt "liOrked out that 
ki...,d of assessme...,t of the relationship of class a...,d ..., atiOTl - you know, 
...,ational rights a~d class rights , and that I mean is , ot somethi'T"g that 
is - the Al\TC t s debate, if you like , comes "l'lithin the con text I 1 ve express­
ed it - i..., the context of the Freedom Charter . 
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J . F. So do you think it 1 s liOrthwhil.e doing this ki'!ld of' project? 
l.ooking at no!l-racial.ism? Is it •• _._ . 
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Is it worth 

F . G. Ja , no , I mea..., I - it ' s worth l.ooki~g , f'i~e - I ' m ~ot saying - but what 
I ' m saying is the dif'f'icul.ty comes i..., when you say it is the debate , but 
you k:T1 ow, most of' •••• 

J . F. 'ot (?) the debatft , but it ' s to a certain extent a debate . To a certai~ 
extent - COSATU said to CUSA : You ' re not coming into the union bec ause 
you won ' t accept non- racialism, we accept_. it . 

F . G. 1fel.l. , it depe.,ds what you mean by- I mean I w·oul.dn ' t see CUSA as a rac­
ialist body. 

J . F . Wel.l. , they refused to accent non- racialism. 

-F . G. Ja, that ' s why I say I think there are different int~rpretatio.,s of' t~is -
you see , this comes i., '"hen peopl.e who ' ve argued that the BC movement is 
non- racist , or is ra~ism - I 1 ve al.ways opp9sed that noti~ - the organis­
ation l.ater became - but the fact that the MTC until. very recent - til.l. 
1 69 didn ' t accept non- African members , did~ ' t make the ANC racist . 

J . F. Why '110t? 

F . G. Because again it depe~ds on what you mea~ - you see , the first instance -
the first - I mean take this questio..., of' BP , wh:i,.ch is the other ( ?) thing , 
with you - in that kind of' society the first priority has got to be to 
acquire sel.f' - to - to - to reacquire a ~o...,f'ide...,c~ which has been sapped 
away from your p~opl.e , where everything you do :i,.s secon4 cl.ass , you are 
secOnd cl.ass - it ' s a mental. colonisatiOn - I mean it ' s the way rul.ing 
cl.asses have maintained , and how racism has be~n sustained - it ' s been 
sustained by inculcating (?) the ideology of' t~e superior race , but f'ar 
worse i~ my m~nd ~s by educating and inculcating cul.tural.l.y and oth~rwise 
a - a mental.i ty of' a_ s ubservie,t race , right - now ho'" do you overcome 

that - it of'~en manifests itsel.f' in an aggressive response - that ' s ,ot_ a 
heal.thy respons~ - a~d you 011l.y overc9me that by a very conscious teach~ 
ing - I mean simpl.if'ied (?) the bl.ack is beautiful. not~on , but as a, end 
i, itsel.f' it ' s ,ot an ans'"er - you can - it's_ onl.y positive to the extent 
that it is used as ~ tool. - that it becomes racism when it becomes the 
e,d , the object , '"hi~h is where the BC move.!De..,t and perhaps AZAPO have 
ended up with it , a,d that ' s lihere I woul.d disagree with them , but it 
it 1 s very positive i~ giving peopl.e that confidence , right - now this was 
necessary- it lias .,.,eC N''~a:ey wit hi, al.l. colonial. groups . 

lifo'" the best w_ay yo_u do this - '"hen you ' ve got very physical.l.y diyided 
groups with different ec~om:i,.c a,g other status , it ' s very dif'f'icul.t to 
give peopl.e canf'idence , because if'_. yo_u imp - sudgenl.y Jmpl.y a bl.anket 
society ldth pure m_~rit and nothing el.se , the lihol.e history of' - of' ac­
quired skil.l.~ , of' a cul.tural.isation i...,to ~mode~ technological. worl.d 
al1d so On , wil.l. mea, that the peopl.e not of' the m~jority wil.l. nave the 
skil.l.s a,d 011 merit lril.l. dominate - I mean that - that ' s a fact , right 
just on pure merit they wil.l. domi..,ate , so hO\i then are you going to give 
the other group - aware of' a l.ong history of' racism - the aml.y way you 
do is either paral.l.el. development ( ?) sayi•g : Look, withi, this group 
we keep it - we keep the leadership of' this group - we address the iss~es 
of' thi§ group - we each teach ourselves a - ~ - a sel.f' - a sel.f'- awareness 
of' what you are , of' who you are , of your :i,.de...,tity, a~d the pol.~tical. con­
sciousness and the political. adva,ced is then how you rel.at~ to oth~r .. 
groups - that ' s where the advance comes in - ~t does, t t ~orne in by deny­
i,g your cul.~ure or your ~story - does..., t ~ come by my de~ying I ' m a, In ­
dian - it - ~, order to prove my South Af'ricanness , I do., • t have to be 
not an Indian - Freda doesn't have to be not a white in order to be a 
S o uth African • 
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F . G.. You're aware of' it , but you then have a proper •. relation~hip with other 
people i.., that society, a..,d that _is '~hat you b_~ild em , that is how you 
move~ so that that :first proqess of' self'-aw~e~ess is o~ly charact~rised 
as racism by people l~ho are lacki..,g i,.., co.., - i.., conf'ide..,ce , a,.,d it was 
es se.,tially white liberals a,d l~hites withi,., the democ ratic moveme .... t who 
reacted agai,st some of' the BC a,.,d we (?) immediately labelled it as rac­
ism - you see , people like Barney Pityana, if' you ' ve talked to him - he 
would deny that it was ever racist , because they are talking about what 
I am talki,g abogt . 

J . F. And what about i, the ..,ew South Africa- I thought you were comi,..,g to 
that when you we~e sayi..,g that On merit alo,e~ ··· 

F.G. That '~ould happe,.., , you see - that would happen , so that i.., the :first i,.,­
sta,..,ce this is Why the A~C ' s doors were closed , this is why all these 
things had to go i.., stages , which is , :for_ i..,sta,.,ce - nO'\~ ~"yerere is a 
note~ ,on- racist , right , but TAWU, the TaPga,.,yika Africa, ~ational Un~CM , 
did ,ot admit Af'rica,..,s t~ll af'ter i,de - ,..,o,.., - A:frica,..,s till af'ter i,..,dep­
ende,ce , because it l~as very importa..,t :for Africans to see Af'rica..,s i.., 
the leadership, right , a_ryd if' you just - you kno,~ , merit is tecll1'1ical 
merit , l~e talki,_g about - if' you t~lk in .~erm.s of' m~ri t in ter!Jls of' the 
ability to mobil~se , the~ all sorts of' o~her :forces com~ i,to play, the 
ability t _o communicate , la,.,guage and so on~ a..,d then you l~ou):.d,., ' t hav_e 
it , but there's ..,o mechanism :for selecti~g leadership CM that basis ~ 

the te,..,de.,.,cy is that because you operate i.., a""'other '~orld, i., a modern 
technological world , people see the ,..,eed :for leadership qualif'icatio,s 
to come out of' the ability to operate i...., that ,.,..orld - the :fact t]lat that 
ability doesn ' t ,..,eyessarily go with an ability to operate i,., the world 
of' the oppressed is ,ot of't~n recog-.,ised - do you see what I - and there­
fore if' you ' re goi,.,g to have people with the ability to - you k'1ow, they' r 
dif'f'ere,t value systems - a,d perhaps the best l<~ay is to close that soc­
iety :for a while . 

-
1 ow the question _of' pos - l'lhe,., you talk o£'_, 0'1 pure merj.t , the questio~ 
of' positive discriminati~ would come i,., - it ' s a ~uestio., that we argue 
about in the '~omer1's moveme,t (I~terruptien).- I persOnally (?) would ,ot 
oppose positive discrimi.,ation i-n princi.Ple - J; do not see it as r~cism -
it ' s got to be done - it 1 s got to be d0>1e ca..,sciously ~ it ' s got to be 
done with a,., awareness o:f '~hat we ' re doi,g - a..,d it ' s _got to be do,e :for 
a limited time - a,d I would say that ' s tp.ere :for '\~orne, , it ' s there :f,Pr 
all racial groups , so I - that ' s why I say I would, t t -necessarily auto­
matically say CUSA - AZACTU was a di:f:fere""t thi-ng - I ' m ,ot - I l~ouldn 1 t 
say(?) AZACTU, you know, the Aza..,ia,.., •••• 

J . F . AZACTU? 

F . G. AZACTU, ja, but I do:"' -~ thi..,k ,..,ecessarily that- you see , CUSA .. - I mea"} 
w]ly is it ,.,o.., ~ you ~ow, the :fact that t~ey unite all blacks - the prob­
lem is ld,. th the dopti,.,a,..,t whites - because S{USA has Colot¥'eds a.,.,d I,.,dians 
i, it - _its ge,..,eral secretary is a,.., I~dia .... , right , so that they are ,ot 
racist i.,., - iT" - i, a black - in an A:frica.., exclusive sense , right - they 
are trying to ~ite the oppressed i,., a closed sense . 

J . F . That '~orked i,., the ' 70s , but in the t 8.Qs •••• 

- - -
F . G. But that ' s a di:f:fere..,t - '~hat I ' m tryi,.,g to say~ it ' s a _q.i.:f:fe~e,t - I 

mea.., I '~ould.., t t - I mea") :fi,..,e , COSATU took a positio.., - I have no object­
iD"1 to that, but I ' m saying automatically I think- I .do.., t t k'1ow how this 
questiCM arose , but l~he, you brought i.., CUSA , you k:no,~ , I 1 m just sayi-ng 
I would.., • t ,ecessarily automatically label it - I thi..,k o..,e would have to 
look much more at the details o:f the situatio.., be:fore o,.,e labelled it one 
way or a.,other. 
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J . F . • • •• worthl'lhi~e to probe this issue o£ no..,-racia~ism . Do y ou think that 
it ' s a dead issue , it ' s been dea~t with, _. or do you think that ther e ' s •• _ •• 

. . 
F . G. 1ve~~ , probi..,g it £or w·hat reasor> - I mea,., I assumed that you were writing 

a book, and everyone ' s e..,tit~ed to write books £or whatever they want . 

J . F . We~~ , I hope that the book I write wi~~ be po~itica~~y use£u~. 
to me •••• 

F . G. When (?) it adds to i:£ormat~on , yes , it ' s ~~e£u~ . 

It s eems 

J . F . But do you - what I u,..,derstand you were sayi,..,g you do,.., t t see it as a 
pressing issue in •••• 

F . G. I think it wou~d be mor~ use£u~ i£ th;i.s l'las dealt wi-th - I mea,., I~· - per-. . 
haps I took it £_or gra11ted .it was bei..,g_ . dea~t ldth in the sense in the 
c ontext o£ coun.:ter- posi,.,g it , ot agai nst 190-ca~~ed b~ack - CUSA a..,d so ~ , 
but co~ter-posing it agai..,st the notions o£ group rights , o£ p~ura~ism, 

o£ - that I thi..,k wou~d be use£u~ - y o u know, what is this thing ca~~ed 
..,on- racism - how do mi,.,orities protect themse~ves , right - that - how does 
a minority safeguard its cu~tura~ rights , i£ you ~ike , its ~anguage r i ghts 
its po~itica~ rights , in societies ~il~e South A£rica. - does it ~o it by 
dema11ding separate rights , by insisting .:that rights are de£i,.,ed in eth..,ic 
or racist terms - or does it do it by \~That I ca~~ ,.,on- racism, and I - I 
assume that ' s wha~ you' re doing, and th~, that ' s .very va~uaQ~e . 

But what I ' m sayi,.,g is in that debate one_ shou~dn ' t - I mean the £oc us 
shou~d,., • t be on l'lhat is an apparent b~ack exc~usivism - a b~ack exc~usiv­
ism (? ) has tpe,., got to be see, in the context o£ a po~itica~ process , 
and b~ack ex_c~usivism pro - provided it - it - _.you se~ , what one needs 
to do - £or instance , we us~ the exampl~ o£ CUSA - yqu ' ve got to see what 
its OQjeqtions_ are - is it ~aying that it is on~y - and I perpaps shou~d 
say o£ CUSA be£ore its rec~nt £ederation - I don ' t know l'lha_'f( ' s going to 
happen in the new £~deration - but CUSA be£ore 'f(hat £ederation had a 
thing o~ a ~eed £_or A£ric a.., ~eadership £or a ~imite~ time in ~~der t~ 
give itse~£ con£ide,.,ce , and a~~ o£ this l'las bei""lg said by CUSA , righ_t , 
and the, I would ..,ot have - you know, I myse~£ l'IOU~dr-' t £ee~ one me~ns ( ?) 
to it - one shou~d attack it because it - it was somethi,..,g that you needed 
to shOl'l that ·thi-s is a positive thi.,g , but it is OT"!~y da,..,gerous when it 
becomes an e""ld in itse~£ - it ' s when it becomes a,., end i., itse~£ that it 
is racism. 

J . F . Getting back to this mi~ority issue the, , ca., you _talk a ~itt~e_.bit more 
about that ? _ That_ seem~ rea~~Y the esse""ltia~ questio,., . That ' s h ow 
South A£rica is di££erent £rom the other ~iberation strugg~es in A£rica , 
you have ~igni£icant minorities . 

F . G. Ja, it • s ..,ot just that they have signi£ - I think you' ve had signi£ic ant 
minorities , but that you ' re starti,.,g i, South A£rica £rom . a situation_ i.., 
which a minority domi,.,a.:ted , and there£ore the dominant minority is_ seek­
ing to secure its rights - that - that ' s wha~ ' s signi£icant~y di££erent , 
because you Pad d~££e~e,t kinds o£ minorities in other societies in A£r­
ica, you know, but they l'leren t t - the starti.,g di£_£erence i, South A£ric a 
is this dominatio, , a.,d the attempt the, to argue that this distinguishes 
South A£rica £rom every other part o£ th~ l'IOr~d , and this is what makes 
South A£rica ~ique , and this is why they have to - you know, they there­
£ore c hallenging the notion o£ what is urderstood as democratic ~ractice 
everywhere e~se - perhaps I come £rom a ~ultura~ tradition o£ India , whic 
had a tota~~Y di££erent notion o£ how you dea~t with mi..,orities and how 
di££erent peop~e ~ived together , so liTe don ' t see it i., that same kind o£ 
way, but ~ots o£ other societies have the same sort o£ thi..,g - these are 
things you '\..rork out . 
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J.F. There ' s a lot . of focus on the l'lhite mi.,ority a-nd h ·ow it's going to - ob­
viously that's c~ear- but what about the.other mil"orities , the Coloured 
and the India-n. I just was interested w~e~ you said that you're most 
interested in ~o~-racialism addressing , mi~orities , a,.,d I ~ho~ht perhaps 
you migh~ be alludi,.,g to ~hat (I.,terrupti~) Can you speak about how 
you see ~o~-racialism as appropriate in addressi.,g the c~ce~s of the 
I..,diar~ a~d Coloured commtl"'ity? 

F . G. Ja, which is what I said I think it - it's exactly the same as it ' s the 
white commu-nity- I ~ea~ I think it - all minoritAes - it doesn ' t matter 
what prefix it is, r~ght - whatever raci~l prefix one gives .it to them­
or w'hether you tal.ki.,g now equally of the Souther'" Sotho or you are talk­
ing of the protection of the Tswa.,a agai~st the Zul~, I ~ea.., it - it ' s 
exactly the ~ame_. situation - to the exte,.,t t]:l.at you first establish a 
national objective of a no,.,-racial society, a recognition that there are 
-no definitio.,s in that society l'lhich are eth'1ic or racist , or eth.,ic or 
racial , rigpt, that rights and privileges_ or disabilities a,.,d whateve~ 
else don 1 t accrue because of' racial or ethnicity - I thi.,k these are ideo­
logical things l'lhich have got to be put i..., - whether they ' re put i., i.., a 
bill. of rights or cartstitution doesn 1 t matter, but those have got to be 
clearly U"lderstood - that's the objective- that 's . . the first step. 

The seco.-.d step As that these groups_ - if' (?) then_ you . are talk~..,g of' a 
society withi., which you are working for a particular objectives - and 
these groups then have to pitch in and put l'lhat co.,ce~s them i,.,to the 
agenda, be~ause by worki~g together is how you wil.l resolve these prob­
lems . Let me give you a., example - wpen ~,., ' 76 got a lot of' kids qoming 
out - coming out of' aBC tradition_, right , but l'fh_o had - some of' them 
moved i., the sense of' - o~ almost moving i~to a racist position - and 
they were shocked 1..rhen they came into the camps a..,d sal'l whites there -
,.,ow if the whites had bee" there as the trai~ers , we would have had a 
major problem ;l..., the ~TC - wl;l.en those l'lhites 1..rere sl~epi,.,g 0'1 the same 
ki'"d of' mattresses as the kids , they were l'lhite k _ids i,., other words (?) 
also e11gaged i,., the same thi,.,g - whe,., they were eati..,g the same food -
the,., l'fhe., Anc talked ..,.,0'1-racism had mea~ i..,g (?) a...,d it ha!f me~.,ing be­
cause they could see that it ,.,as,., t t tal.ki ..... g of' (?) the theory of whites 
being equal - there was this white boy ..,_ext to them mucking in , whose 
,.,arne l'las on the rota to make bread on this day and to s1..reep the kitche-n 
on that day , just like everybody else's ..,arne- that's how they saw it , and 
the., you could educate it - you could...,tt educate them theoretically. 

"'Tow if whites or Indians or Coloureds are not there to be see., , there's 
,., o )'fay the A~;c ' s going to. convince -~he Africa,., people that we _l:;le a ,., o..,­
racial society there ' s ..,o way you going to d<? it - you' ve g<?t to be 
seen there and you ' ve got to be see., there - withi.,.., the movement it ' s _ 
got to be seen to be there~ it ' s got ~o be see., to be tl;l.e~e i,., pr~ctical 
terms - it requires - you see , too much emphasis is placed o~ the Af'rica...,­
it requires a de~ee of se,.,sitivity a-, . the part of' tpe no~-Af'rica,.,s, be­
cause l'le do_ haye skills , we do have a history of privilege a,.,d - which 
is - affects us i.,.., all ki.,ds of tl"1defi,.,ed 1..rays , or tl"1def'i..,able ways l'lhich 
we almost unco..,scious of. 

. . 
~ow if you ' re not sensitive to the history of' South Afr~ca a.,d w~at opp-
ression has mea..,~ to people , you are goi..,g to create all ki,.,ds of prob­
lems . I' 1.1 give you a par1.- ic ul.GJ t.xn_:tple - publicatio-, was bei,.,g pr_o­
duced i.., S outhe~ Africa,_ right, and a . . group of' very l'fell meanj.ng people 
i.., this coUT'Itry ,.,a.,..,ted to help , a,..,d they_ 1..rrote a little report~ you know, 
a,.,d asked to se.,d it do,~ , a.,d I happe.,ed to be the chairperso,., of this 
committee and I said : Mo , I ' m not se.,di.,g this dol'ln - why- a,.,d I ex­
plained to them - I said, you k,., ow, they l'fere saying that rules had to 
be straight {?) 
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F.G . I said : Have you_ any idea i., what co.-,diti~s those people '~ork , i,., what 
coT'ditio...,s they '~ere t,;-ai..,ed - J said : You're sitti-...g here with comput­
erised type-sett}:..-,g ldth - you k.-,ow , you se-nd out to tha_i;; headline mak­
i,.,g machi'1e for this and that_ a.,..,d the other_.- you have all of this , right , 
with no u-.,derstanding of what brings out i;;his publication , you are bei..,g 
crit~cal of it - you ' re judgi~g by your sta.-,dards here - a-nd they were 
all set to go ou~ a.,..,~ do it - I said : Fi.-,e, you technically more com­
pete.-,t , but l~e 1 ve got to learn to do it ourselves with the mea.,.,s we have , 
a.-,d we will trai~ - a.,..,d i.., fact about a year ago I se..,t that same group 
a copy of our A'"C pews briefings - have you see.., th.~m - which technic ally 
are very compete.,..,tly produced - I said : I told you 1~e ' d get there - '~e 
have , but we ' ve do.-,e it our way - .-,ow that's the ki-nd of example . 

. . - ~ ~ -. 
~ow if - this is the thing, you see , that it requires sensitivity on the 
part of non-Africans , and a.,.., understa.,di.,..,g, and it requires a treme.,..,dous 
sensitivity on the part of the ;Leadership of the_. A-..~c , so that you defuse 
the problems as you go , and that ' s how you protect minorities - it 1 s a 
simi~ar thi.,..,g you tell the wome., - they .,ot a minority, O .K .~ but you 
say if '~omen stay o~t of the struggle , how· the., do \~e get women ' s issues 
put on th~ age-nda_ of the struggle - you do it by parti_qipati..,g ..,ow, by _ 
raisiTlg _i;;he issues nO}'I , ~a..,d i.., th_e process of' the strugg_l.e you fight those 
out - ~he.., you don't st_art af'ter o.-,e ki.-,d of l~beration ~you don ' t then . 
put women ' s libe}:"atiOn a.., the agenda - you don ' t af'ter 0'1e ki11d of lib­
eration put the questiOn of how you protect mi.-,orities o.-, the agenda then ­
you sort it out now. 

. . 
J . F . I understa,.,d that very \'lell. What I d011 1 t tr'1dersta..,d is you said: Look, 

there 1 _s a :Harxist analysis of class a.,d race , a..,d then there ' s where }~e 
are with th~ ANC - but isn ' t ,.,o.., - racialism really a §efi..,itio.,., of the 
enemy not as _a particular race group. but as a system of oppression .!=tnd 
exploitatiOn , with the implic.!'ttiom that the rea).. age.,da is socio- ecOnomic 
transf'ormatio.., a.,..,d :->Ot merely Africanisi,..g existi.-,g structures? Ca.,.., you 
really just say there ' s one U'1dersta.-,ding of .,..,o,.,-racialism a.,..,d then there ' 
that Harxist versio,...? 

-· F . G. ~o , I ' m not sayi..,g there ' s one understandi..,g a..,d there ' s a..,other version -
what I ' m trying to say is l~hen you were tryi.-,g to ask questio.-,s _that would 
relate as if the A~C had arrived at this - the ANC didn't arrive a~ non­
racism through a Harxist a..,alysis of society - it arrived at -.,o.,-rac ism 
through a Christi~,., liberal - I mea.., a Marxist would say that doesn 1 t 
work , that that l'las the con game - I mea.., this was the cOn game th_at all 
of us in the colo.-,ies suffered from Britai..., - l~e were told about equality 
of peoples , of race , this great liberal t}:"aditio.., - it .,.,ever happe-ned i.., 
practice , but we '~ere all i..,doctri.,ated with it --: it was the way the par -
yo_u k..,ow, tb,_ey kept their power , right - ..,o,v- that 1 s a. reality, we_ k-now, 
but the poi.,t is people ge,.,ui..,ely believed it , a.,..,d it was f'rom that Christ 
ian traditio.., of' the ~rc that you get non-racism - .,o..,-racism did., • t come 
into the A'TC f'rom a Harxist analysis of' society. 

J . F . Well sure , if you go back to l9l2 , but •••• 

F . G. But that ' s when it did come i., . 

J . F . All right , well , maybe if y~~ 1 re sayi..,g how historically you ca.., trace it , 
but if you ask today ' s A~C member, a 19 year old i.., ( • • •••••• Phone} are 
they supposed to say - it ' s ..,ot part of their experience of a..,y Christia,., 
liberal •••• 
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F.G . It ' s not their Marx~st experience either , because they d~ ' t necessarily 
have a Narxist - I mea-n would you argue that the 19 year old yoQTlg ma-n 
has got a H.~xist a..,alysis? 

J . F . Well , I thi..,k tha~ that pe~so-n wo~~d say they believe in ~o~-~~cialism 
-not because it ' s just such a nice thi,.,g to let "i'lhite people joi~ . I?1 
fact I was just i~terviewing someo..,e from ~~E . the other day ~nd he was 
saying that( •• • •••••••• •• •• ) - actually the fewest whites you could name­
there w·ere ~o Bram Fischers livi-ng there , a..., d yet they "i'lere infused with 
a~ U"1dersta..,di.,..,g of ~o.,-racialism that '\'las key ( ?) 

F . G. But ,.,here did it come from? 

J . F . I thi.,..,k it came from seei~g blacks who w·ere homela..,d leaders a..,d police 
torturers . 

F . G. Ja , but was it (?) a co..,scious Marxist a..,alysis? 

J . F . I do~' t k,.,_O"i'l what •••• 

F . G. I thi..,k - .,o , but that ' s "i'lhat I ' m tryi..,g to say is - you see , because the 
AWC's been - I mean it ' s educ - it ' s became part of the tradition of the 
A rc , and th~s is the way it's bee.., educati..,g people , th~~ the e..,emy is 
not there (?) - it is the issues - but people are not - I mean I dOTl ' t ~ 
I did..., • t ,.,ant to make a big issue out of this, but I mean this is - the 
majority of the ,MTC membership are not talki.,g in terms of a ~Iarxist an­
alysis. 

. - -
J . F . I don ' t know, i..., South A;frica today I .:t;hink it ' s a false dichotomy. _, I 

think that tpey 1 re talking in terms of not even havi~g had BC tradition , 
if you talk to those your-g kids . I i-nterviel'led ( ••••••••• )Jack and .P..e 
said : _Hey, never had BC , quit asking me about it - ,.,e come out of the 
politics of the struggle , which to them is you ,.,ould reject ar~y African­
isatiOM - you would understand that race is not the factor. 

F . G. o , but _that ' s fine , but I mean I - I ' m ..,ot disagreei..,g '\'lith that . 

J . F . But I dOTl ' t think that comes out of the A~c • s historic tradition of •••• 

F . G. \fhat does it come out of? 

J . F . It comes out of their political meetin gs a,, d how they defi.,..,e the enemy, 
"i'lhich is th~t they ,.,a.., t _to change thCl,t society •••• 

F . G. lfhich is fi...,_e , ja, I ' ve ..,o problem<?"" that , but that still doesn ' t make 
it - you see , what I ' m trying to argue is that it_, ,.,as a .:fiheoretical anal­
ysis and the.., said therefore i t ' s o·., a c lass b a ... i tL;;tl; we are the same 
those same people ,.,ould say that the So-uth African working class at the 
moment , they will still defi-ne as the e..,emy. 

J . F . The whites •••• 

F . G. 1-fmm , or the white ,.,orki..,g class , yes - they ldll still see them at the 
moment as part of the enemy. 

J.F . Well , it ' s hard n ot to , but I think they' d have a..., u..,derstandi.,g of' why 
that is . 

F . G. Ja , they would still have an und - but what I ' m trying to get at is that 
that ' s the . bas - I mea..., I _ don t t know why '\'le • ••• 

-
J . F . I do..,tt ,.,a.., t to get too i ..,volved in it either, but I did.., •t ,.,a..,t to have 

you ~ record as trying to say the AWC tradition is Christian liberal 
1912 • • •• 
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F . G. But that was its tradi_i;;ion - it doesn ' t mean i t ' s there today - wh!'lt I ' m 
sayi...,g - that ' s "'vhy "'vhe..., you raised this I said the ..,on- rac ism did., • t 
start "'Yith the trade tl'1i~s or the - it started '\'lith this Christia., l ib­
eral trad~tio., - that ' s where it started from . 

J . F . But I thi..,k what it is about today is who is the enemy, and I thi.,k if 
you' re 17 i., the to~ships or if you ' re •••• 

F . G. But you see , the differe., c e betwee..., who is the e.,emy is bei.,g told diff­
erently - some people are sayi.,g who is the e"1emy and it is the polic e ­
rna.., - there are people in South Afric a '\vho are sayi.,g the peopl e who -
who is the enemy are the whites . 

J . F . 1-.Tot very many any more . 

F . G . AZAPO? 

J . F . AZAPO ( ••••••••••• ) 

F . G. - o , no , but I 1 m sayiT'g ,., o , they d o., ' t have ( ?) bee - i., other words , 
there are people sayi~g it , but they dOTl ' t haye support . 

J . F . Ja , but the v ast , vast , vast majority is sayi...,g •••• 

F . G. A.,d yet AZAPO claims to be a national forum , claim to be from a Marx ist 
base - I would - I _, would challe.,ge th~t , but I mea., that ' s a perso.,al ••••• 

J . F . I thi.,k I u.,dersta.,d what you' re sayi.,g. 

F . G. Have you - did you see( ••••••••• ) mi...,ority rights report or the ( •••••• . ) 

J . F • r o , I ' d love to_ - your minority rights repoxt as your thesis? 

F . G. Ja, I don ' t thi..,k '\ve ' ve got it (?) - the !lli,.,ority rights avsilable - you 
kTIOW the minority rights commissiOT'l i., this cou,.,try - mi..,ority rights 
group (?) publish reports - there ' s ~e ~ I~dian South Afric ans - I did 
a second editi - both are out of date , but the secOTld editiOT'l was about 
three or four years ago - I think it ' s still available . 

J . F . From where ( •••••••••••• • ••••• ) 

F. G. Yes , IDAF (?) "'Yill have it - my thesis - my_, perf:! OT1 al copies ar~ lent o_ll.t 
at the mome,.,i;;- you have access to UMiyersity i.., •••••••••• you had two 
groups of I"1diaTIS - __ you had the pass~,.,ger I...,dians , "''lhich was in the COT1-
gress a.,d _co.,gress le~dership - it ' s only (?) basical+y trad~rs - yo~ had 
a South Afri~an b9r-., - they i., fact .,amed themselves the colonian bOTT1 
and I.,dia..., asso~iati~ and so 0!" , becau~e they - colonial boTT1 meaning 
South Africa., bor-., . - now they - this is a bit of impexial history - you 
had - whe..., indentured labour went out i..,to tpe empire , there was a part­
icular .Pledge given to - to all indentured "''lorkers , and this applied to 
Fiji , Uest I.,dies , every"''lhere else , that whe ..... they had completed their -
their i...,de,.,ture they '\vould be allowed to settle i., the c olonie_s w~ere they 
were take., , '\vith a status - I thi.,k t_p.e words "''lere ...,o whit i""ferior to 
other subjects of Her Najesty - this ,.,.a_~ Quee~ Victoria - so i"1de.,tured 
Indians "'vhen they fi"1ished their i"1dentures , claimed their rights i., South 
Africa by virtue of this pledge - I thi.,k it was the Lord Salisbury ( ? ) 
or somebody who ' d given this pledge - that was that whole traditio, . 
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- -· F . G. _ The passen ger I~dia~s claim - a~d Ga~dhi claimed the rights of the pass -
enger I,..,dia.., f_rom a t _otally differe""t - this '\vas th.;i.s legalistic thi~g, 
but you 1~ O'\v , it - it's a reality - '\vhere tp.ey argued that they '\vere -
after the muti~y Queen Victory had said her maj- India~.subjects , British 
subjects w·ould be equal to everybody -~lse i~ the empire_, right , so they_, 
claimed that be~ause of Quee~ Victoria' s pledge to the ~ndian people , the~ 
should .,..,_9t b_e discrim,?:.,..,ated against J:.n the British colo-.,ies a"Y'\vhere , i~­
cludi~g the Tra~svaal I~dians , a.,d this is )::>asis also on '\vhi_ch the questi01 
of I"dia~s i"" the Tra,..,svaal became <>"'e .. of the te..., poi"ts of th_e ultimatum 
i.., the Boer lfar , '\vhich th_e British served o-, the (?) A:f_rikaa~er - so you 
had these t'\vO parallel ki~ds of moveme~ts ( ?) - ~O'\v '\vhe" the i.,..,de,tured 
I~dians became :free India,..,s , they acquired educatio,.., , and they saw their -
their movement ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 


