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So ,.,hat I do ,.,i th everyone regardless of I start out with when 
~d ,.,here you were born and just see how· people evolved politically 
aJ\..d look at what the kind of inputs w·ere into moving to,.,ards non 
racialism - so can you tell me - let me make sure that - it ' s 
Patrick Flusk - F.l u s k? 

Yes . 

And where were you born and when? 
1- t-.tV ILA 

In~' the 19th. of the 4th., 1964 . 

And so you ' ve lived there your whole life? 

I ' ve lived there my ,.,hole life , ja. 

And l'ihat kind of backgrol.U'ld do you come from - what is your parents t 
Kind of? 

Actually very w·orking class , you see - in fact we had very - various 
problems at home - at the age of I think about ten my mother died 
and this was in June, ' 75 - and then ,.,e had numerous problems at 
home - my father started to drink and w·hat have you, so we went to 
a school , but there was no high school , and I didn ' t attend school 
for - for t,.,o and a half years •••• 

What do you mean you ,.,ent to a school \'lhere there was no high school? 

Ja , to a boarding school , and there was no high school there - for 
tliO and a half years I didn 1 t attend school - so ,.,hen I came back 
from that school I did no Standard Six( ••••• • ••••••••• • •• ) in 
Standard Six , you see , and on - well , this is the situation - what 
happened it actually made me feel very frustrated , and days where 
I learned - days where I asked myself but ,.,hy does it have to hap
pen - why did it have to happen to me, and the conclusion was that 
partly because of my father but also the school wasn ' t my father ' s 
fault that there l'las no high school and '\'fell, that ,.,as the reason (?) 
that I came to the conclusion it was a system - I mean the educ
ational system that ' s so bad in our country, but at that stage I 
didn ' t know that he (?) refused to have the kind of education that 
we were getting, the inferior education , until the - where we had 
discussions at the school in 1980 before the boycotts of 1980 

And '\'le had numerous discussions why actually - but at that stage 
we were still B.C . orientated - and I lias also detained that year 
for A. N . C. literature which - and I was actually very - I was 
innocent - the principal took me to the police station at gun-
point - this was to the Langlaa9te Police S t ation, and they actually 
threatened me like things like t ••••••• • ••••••• • • • ••• • •••Afrikaans) 
and ( ••••• • •••••••••••••• • ••••••• Afrikaans) - this was the comment 
made by one of the - the policemen there at the police station -

0. K. , I l'las released at about - I was taken in on - at eight o ' 
clock that evening - it was on a Tuesday evening - I can't remember 
the date so well - and they released me at about four that morning, 
and I had to ,.,alk down from the police station to - to my home -
when I got home the family was worried ,.,here I was and so on , and 
at that stage it made me actually feel - it made me anger and I 
started to hate lvhi te people , because at that stag e I said to my
self that ,.,hi te people influences black people and so on - during 
the boycotts I lvas very active - in fact I l'las a member of the •••• 
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P. F. • • • . student representative council and I was very active , and '~e 
led the boycotts during 19 - during that whole - f'or three months 
and only after three months we - we decided to go back to school -
I can remember our school was one of the schools lvho refused to 
go back to school and so on - but lve lvent back to school - it was 
resolved by - by numerous other student representative councils 
that lve have to go back - we went back and we did exams and in 
1980 - 1981 there was a re- emergence of the boycotts - it actually 
originated f'rom Cape Town, the boycotts, because they started the 
beginning of the year -

And I was heavily involved in boycotts as lvell, and also involved 
in the boycotts of IVilson- Rowntree , Simba Chips, Simba goods be
cause of the nature of those companies their attitude towards black 
people - to us that was a very big step in life because students 
started to sholv solidarity with workers and there was the support 
f'rom - from students for the workers, and that was a sign of support 
for the workers from the students -

And - well, the boycotts - the boycotts ended, but the cops came 
to the school , baton- charged students - a lot of students were 
injured - and then our school was the first school to - to sue the 
South African government , the minister of law and order - we had 
I think seven people in the court case, all of them on the case 
against the minister of law and order because they had no right 
to enter the school premises - and I can ' t remember that any - any 
other school made a court case against the state -

And that actually encouraged other schools also to take the gov
ernment to court and so on and - but the significance there was 
that the principal of, for example, who has been on the case (?) 
instead of the people , and he was working with the government at 
that stage - not with the government exactly but to - to the 
existing union - teachers union structures which was on the side 
of the government, but this -

This actually made me very clear what I want in life , you know , 
that I want to do away with the regime - at that stage we were 
very BC orientated but it also - also in 1981 there was - we had 
discussions around the issue of BC and its significance , and we 
said that it ' s not an end in itself, people have to grow - we also 
started to boycott like because we were playing for soccers , boy
cott NPSL games or institutions where we were not permitted -
where we had to have a permit to enter or areas where we have to 
have the permit to enter -

And that was on the sports field in fact that we - that we took 
this decision of not going to places where you have to - where 
you need a permit - but also a significant thing that happened at 
our school was the fact that we actually tried to galvanise and 
organise the students around the issues of banquets at the end of 
the year for the matriculants - this we did because we - we act
ually made a call on students not to partake in such things simply 
because they celebrating the end of the school term with the 
enemies , and also that the p r incipal of the school is the enemy 
of the people, and soldiers were teaching at our school so we 
couldn ' t have parties and banquets and nice times lvith these people -

But in 1982 there was some kind of a lull period on the students 
front - political organisation in the country went on, you know, 
with the anti SAIC campaign, I think it was in 1982 - and also 
towards the end of 1982 the discussions around the UDF came about, 
and these people - around the UDF came about , and with the launch-
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P . F. ing of the UDF, I think it 'vas in 1983, the 20th . August , it 
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was - there ,.,as still school at that stage, but 1ve went to the 
launching of the UDF, which we sa'v as a very significant and his 
torical happening in the life of the people of South Africa and -
but in the meantime my (?) political conscious has grown - I - I 
became politic - I - at first I had only sympathy for - for black 
people , not realising that I 1 m a black person myself, at that st -
this was when I was young in primary school 

I al\vays had a sympathy for them, and I was always discouraging 
the aovernment in -in friendly talks and so on •••• 

Discouraging them from what? 

Discouraging the government - discrediting the government . 

Discrediting . 

Discrediting the government amongst my friends ,,hen we play or 
something like that , but at that stage I was still under the im
pression that I ' m a Coloured - but as I ,.,as becoming older and 
growing more politically matured I realised that this was a tool 
used by the government to divide the people and therefore I 
shouldn ' t be part of the Coloured race - I ' m part of the South 
African people - and in doing that I actually studied my position, 
if a person can say so, with my relationship with white people -

And I just felt that it is important for us to organise all sectors 
of our community to be involved - at that stage I didn ' t understand 
the concept of non racialism, I also didn ' t know that - I didn ' t 
distinguish - I couldn ' t distinguish between BC and the progressive 
movements but - and I was taken by surprise , for example, on our 
journey to the - to the launching of the UDF where people said One 
Azania , one confusion -

And these were slogans that we use at - at our schools during the 
1980 and 1 81 boycotts , One Azania , one nation - and I was asking 
people around and people were explaining me 'vhere the difference 
comes in of non racialism and anti racism which the BCM tends to 
lean towards to and - and the UDF was clearly a non racial body 
in fact in the sense that it accommodated everybody who wants to -
who - who ' s committed to - to a new government - to the establish
ment of a new government and to - to head (?) South Africa from 
the old government in our country -

And during this I started to read a lot, started to study of what 
I think of it and this is where the question of non racialism came 
into me because I heard people were talking about it - I didn ' t 
know what it meant at first - but what I think of non racialism 
today in our society is that it is a very important thing because 
I feel that '"e have to organise all sectors of - of the South 
African community - it is important to have maximum unity, and it 
is also important for - for the revolution in our country because 
I feel that the revolution has started in our country and the rev
olution is not something that's coming , and I don ' t think we will 
have a stage ,,here '"e will have pre revolutionary - pre revolution 
and a post revolution - and I feel that '"e have started in building 
the new society , the society that we see in the future, where • • • • 
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P . F. • ••. our country will be free from racism, free from exploitation 
and oppression , and free from - from imperialists that dominates 
our country - that our country will clearly be directed by the 
people of the country and no more by a fascist dictator government 
and this all went hand in hand to me ,..n. th the question of the class 
struggle and the race struggle in our country , that we cannot 
divorce the one from the other - that is something that goes hand 
in hand and it is a reality -
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And I also feel that we cannot just wish the ~act that the existence 
of' lvhi te s alvay in our country - they are there , and they are not 
just in our country, they are in the lvorld - and also lve want to 
liberate our country , South Africa, but on the other hand we - we -
we lvant to have links with - with countries that aspire the same 
things like our country irrespective of colour , and therefore it 
mruces us people internationalist , if a person can say so , and the 
international community consist of both black and white people and 
there ' s no way one can wish away white people, and also that white 
people play a very important role in our country -

Therefore I feel that the concept of non racialism is a very pro
gressive tool for - for the overthrow of the South African gov
ernment , and also to show the world that we are honest when we say 
that we lvant to build a new society free from racism and exploit
ation - and also because I feel that Nelson Mandela is my leader 
and lvhat he has said with the Rivonia trial, that as much as we 
don 1 t lvant white dominance , we don 1 t lvant black dominance too -

We want a peoples government and I first - I foresee - I first -
I see that to me that there are no white people and black people 
in the lvorld - to me there are people in the world , and I think 
that is very important because it is also a concept of building 
a new society - I know it is entrenched in , peoples mind and I know 
it is a reality , but the important thing is that we are building 
an honest free society, and therefore we have to - to organise 
ourselves around issues that affect us now but not be - not to -
when we are in power in the country to pay revenge because of what 
white people, for example, did to us, because I feel that people 
are individuals and lve have to accept them on the individual basis 

And for example , Gatcha Buthelezi is a black man , and all the home
land leaders are - are black people - and these people are puppets 
who have been appointed by the South African regime and they get 
money from and they get their salary from the South African regime -
therefore I feel that race is not an issue - though I believe that 
race and the class struggle goes hand in hand but I feel that the 
enemy is - the enemy is not a specific colour - the enemy can 
strike in many lvays , and I think for our own sake we have to be 
careful with who we dealing, whether it ' s white or black. 

Let me ask you some( •••••••••• ) questions on that - just going 
back to the beginning your parents were - after your mother died 
your father - did they have any politics - lvould they have had -
did they even hear of the A. N . C., or they ever talked about any
thing to do with politics when you lvere growing up? 

My father - my father is actually - my father ' s got friends in the 
black community and my mother ' s sister is married to a black man , 
you know, in terms of •••• 

African? 

African - and therefore she always used to come a visit us with • ••• 



P . FLUSK. PAGE 5 . 

P . F . • • • • the children and they were speaking - the culture- the whole 
culture and the whole manner of' speaking was one that is specific 
that specific come out of' a - a black culture - but my parents 
never actually discouraged me or telling me of' being - that I 
should be racist or anything like that in fact - but the only 
thing is that they always had sympathy for black people - to me 
that means it is not enough because they are black people them
self' and they shouldn ' t have sympathy, they should have come - be
come active involved in the struggle in our country. 

J . F . So when you were gro,ving up they imparted to you the idea that you 
l..rere Coloured? 

P.F. Yes . 

J . F . And what did that mean practically for you - what did it mean to 
be growing up a Coloured person, a person living in Riverlee -
l..rhat did that mean? 

P . F. At that stage it meant nothing to me - I wasn ' t thinking of' it -
to me it wasn ' t an issue at all at first until I - I entered high 
school when I realised the difference of' - of' people - but anY'~Tay 

that it became only an - it was only an issue l'lhen people , .for 
example , mentioned a word like kaf'f'ir - then I used to challenge 
that by saying that that 1 s not the 1..ray to handle people , but I -
I did that simply out of' sympathy for people - it was my nature 
to have sympathy for people because racism l'las also entrenched -
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1fe - I come from a community where - which is very ( •••••••••••• ) 
community in the sense that we have economical houses , semi sub
economical houses and sub- economical houses , and then there ' s a 
train (?) line dividing the sub- economical houses from the semi 
sub- economical houses, and therefore people used to call each other 
like the high bucks and the low bucks ••• • 

High bucks? 

Yes - and low bucks , people from one community , which to me was 
also a form of' racism at that stage , but I realised afterwards 
that it is a class - class struggle as l..rell in terms of' that be
cause people l..rere living - some people 1..rere living worse off' than 
what other people 1..rere living 

And for example, we have like people living bad - people that ' s 
living bad in African communities , living bad, for example , in 
Riverlee - there ' s no hot water , there ' s no electricity, and verr 
small rooms and it ' s very crowded places l'lhich is the comment (?) 
community - in the African communities - and therefore to me that 
is to link up - that to me is like a link that we are no dif'f'erent 
from - f'rom Af'rican people in fact - South Af'rica is our country 
and we are African people and the word Coloured means nothing to me -
it has no meaning at all . 

Were there people back in the early stages when you l~Tere still 
kind of' told to regard yourself' as Coloured - l..rere there people 
who f'el t that if' you looked lighter that l..ras better - were there 
people who ever tried to get reclassified - did you encounter that 
kind of' a mentality? 

Ja - people '"ere actually people looked down upon you, for ex
ample , in terms of' language as well - if' you spew~ Af'rik - usually 
the people in our community that speaks Af'rikaans is like - were 
dark of' complexion, generally speaking, and it l..ras a question of' 
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P . F. • ••• language as '"ell - those who speak lan~uage they felt that 
they '"ere better people than the people '"ho speaks Afri kaans •••• 

J . F . Those '"ho speak English? 

P . F . Ja - because - because of the - and also because of they felt that 
they '"ere better because - also because of the difference of hair 
and the colour of their skin were ~air and they felt that was a 
better kind of looking, as opposed to people lrith short hair and 
dark of complexion, but in the { •• •• • ••••••• )Coloured community 
still . 

J . F. And your family how did they - did they ever talk about those i s sues? 

P. F. Yes , '"e did - you know, taking from '"hat l look, for example , '"e 
have - in my family '"e have my one brother looks like a Chinese , 
my one brother looks like a so- called Indian , my one brother looks 
like a '"hi te , and '"e have one - my one brother is dark of com
plexion - so '"e ah'lays used to call one another on terms of that , 
like ja, you China, or ja, you ' re Coolie , or ja you - you - you 
but '"e didn ' t used to say kaffir - my mother '"ouldn ' t like -
wouldn ' t have accepted it - it wasn ' t accepted in the family 
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But we used to say ja, you - you{ • •••••••••• ) to my brother who 
was dark of complexion •••• 

Black sheep? 

Ja - black sheep , ja. 

And l'lhat language did you speak at home? 

Afrikaans . 

Yeally? 

Yes . 

N O"i'i '"hy '"hat is the reasoning of that - how does that come - is 
that just because of the '"ay the generations went? 

It just came - we had a generation( ••••••••• ) I suppose - also 
because people in our community realised that English is an inter
national language and Afrikaans is a - a local language - and also 
they link it to the - to the - some people actually saw that as a 
difference betl'leen '"hi te English people and '"hi te Afrikaans people 
speaking people, and the white Afrikaans speaking people used to 
come bad - as bad people , you know , because of the regime itself , 
you kno'" ' is Afrikaans regime and you know, they immediately apply 
that in the community as well . 

And so when you '"ere quite - if you were like two or three years 
old that you would only learn Afrikaans first - did you learn 
English at school or did you learn it from friends in the street? 

I learned it from friends in the street, ja. 

And the school you went to did they teach in Afrikaans or was it •••• 

Both Afrikaans and English. 

And did you ever ~et to a point in your life where you didn ' t like 
to speak Afrikaans or was that not an issue? 

Yes - simply because I actually connected it directly to the state 

which I rejected - but now I realise that it is rooted in our •• • • 
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P. F . • • . • - in the so- called Coloured community '\'ihich forms v ery muc h 
part of the black community , and in the whole Karoo ( ?) towns 
people speak Afrikaans ••• 

J.F . In the what? 
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The old Karoo towns ••••• 

The Karoo towns? 

Ja - like people speak Afrikaans and there ' s no way we can wish 
that away. 

But for a time you - did you just not speak it - did you think it 
was •••• 

Well , I spoke it but against my will because I ,.,as forced to speak 
it at school, you see . 

And ,.,hat about \d th your mother - what did you speak? 

We spoke Afrikaans because of traditional - we - because of trad
itionally we spoke it , but also my family at that stage no- one of 
us were politically clear - only I started to emerge to become 
involved in politics - it started at that staee . 

And did your family or any people ever say you shouldn ' t get in
volved in politics - were they ever negative about it because it ' s 
trouble or ,.,hatever? 

J a, but not my mother and my father and my brothers - in fact my 
brothers have great respect for me and they also follow in my foot 
steps, you kno,.;, but at that stage they doing - they very young 
and they doing it as because they admire him and they think it ' s 
good, not because they are committed to it - but from my mother ' s 
family , for example , like her sisters and her aunts yes, I did , 
but simply because they felt that the g overnment is a good gov
ernment . 

Why did they feel that - they figured that they ,..,eren ' t being forced
they didn ' t have the problems that the African people had so it 
was o. K ••••• 

Yes, that ,.,as the reason - they felt that they were better off than 
African people. 

And did they ever say to you this government ' s O. K . , what are you 
hassling about? 

Yes, we had numerous arguments and so on in fact that I don ' t - I 
don 1 t regard them as my family today - I want to have nothing to 
do,~th them and I have also influenced my brothers to have nothing 
to do '\vi th them. 

But ,.,hat would they actually say? 

They ,.,ere saying, for example , like - like this g overnment is good , 
if the blacks take over it will just be chaos in the country -
which of course I actually resisted - opposed violently - not vio
lently but in my way of speaking . 

And '\vould they have been the kind of p eople who ,.,anted to look 
more ,.,hi te and ,.,anted to act less - anything to do \vi th African? 

I don ' t really kno,.;, you kn.o"tv, and I don 1 t think I should comment 
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P. F. • •• • on that because I haven ' t actually "'"ent into the nature or 
the attitudes . 

J . F . Now Ri verlee - "'"here is it exactly - "'"hat is it near? 
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It near Langlaag te, near( • •••••••••• •• • ) 

So it ' s not near a black area per se - it ' s •••• • 

N o, it ' s not - it ' s not ( •• • • • • • •• • • • ••• • ••• • • ••• •• ) 

So you were - you don ' t happen to know the population approximately? 

Could easily be 20,000 if not more - not less than 20 , 000 . 

And I ' m just wondering "'"hen you '\vere gro,dng up what people you 
encountered "'"ho "'"eren ' t Coloured - "'"hen you were gro1dng up, es
pecially "'"hen you were quite young, did you have anything to do 
with people who '\vere either African or Indian or "'"hi te , or "'"as 
pretty much your "'"hole frame of reference in Ri verlee? 

Yes , it was very much so , but also in our conununi ty "'"e have like 
so- called Indian people as well , you see , and we live together -
my mother's family is Indians because they are also called Indians , 
practically a lot of her family are Indian people , you see , and so 
to me at that - on that level there was no difference between that -
but I didn ' t met a lot with African people and white people . 

And did you have any contact - can you remember 1vhen you first 
started to have any contact with African people? 

Ja , in - in soccer , you know, during sch ool - during school and so 
on . 

What ' s that? 

During schools • •• • 

T hrough the schools ••• 

Playing 1rith soccer and so on - we actually d emanded that we should 
have soccer games with them , sports 1dth t h em , sports links and so 
on be cause of our opposition to1vards the g ove rnment •••••••••••• 

BND OF SIDE ONE . 

So t here wouldn ' t be any - one ,.,ouldn ' t bat an eyelash if a person 
married an Indian person? 

N o. 

And do you remember before you got involved in political discuss
ions having heard of the A.N . C . at all or having heard of •• • • 

Yes, but at t h at stag e we heard of the A.N .C. as being terrorist (?) 
and I think the first time when I h eard it I believed it, but I 
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P . F . • .•• didn ' t know· anything more than that, you kno''~' that they were 
killing people and so on, till I realised that the A. N . C. is -
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was forced into a position to take up arms struggle , and now at 
this stage I believe that the armed struggle in our country is 
legitimate and also it is not violence as far as I ' m concerned -
I :feel it is a l'lay o:f de :fending ourselves and there's only one \'lay 
to de:fend ourselves against the dictatorship o:f the Botha regime 
in our country and the military dictatorship o:f the Botha regime 
and that is to - by arms - because they ltill us on a daily basis , 
our people -

But it 1 s not since now that I realised that since 1979 I realised 
that the A.N . C. is a peoples organisation . 

1fhen you were getting to get that better understanding o:f the 
A .N . C . did you ever lii'Orry that there w·ere mainly A:fricans in the 
A. N . C. and did you ever try to ask is there a place for Coloured 
people - did you kn0\11' of Coloureds being in the A. N . C.- everyone ' s 
heard of Nelson r-Iandela but he 1 s not Coloured . 

Yes , I knew of a - a - so-called Coloured people in the A. N . C. -
people like at the - I think at the Rivonia trial there ,.,ere so
called Coloured people in - that lll'as charged lci th - lci th them -
and I also kno,., of James :t>fatthews - you see , I heard about James 
Hatthelii'S here and there , and I heard that he lll'as :from Kliptown 
and you see, and to me he was some sort o:f a - o:f a hero - and 
( ••••••••• • •• •• •••••••• )James Matthe,.,s - not James r-Iatthews - the 
guy that \'las :from Kliptown ••••• 

Was it Matthelll's? 

No - he ' s buried in - in Hoscow - O . K . , anyway I ' ll- I can - I ' ll 
tell you tomorro,., the name . 

So that was a Coloured person you ' d heard of? 

Ja. 

And were there any others you ' d heard of? 

No, I haven 1 t . 

And did anyone 
say ja, but ••••• 

lll'as that ever a talking point - did people ever 

No , that was never a talking point , funny enough - no , no , not 
:funny enough but I mean it was never a talking point in - in my 
discussions with so-called Coloured people ever , that there ' s not 
so- called Coloured people in the A.N . C. 

Why - so - ,.,hy was it that O. K. -did you just assume the A. N .C. 
must be open to people or did you :figure ,.,ell , they ' ve got whites 
so it must be O. K . to have Coloureds, or lll'hy was it that it was 
not a problem or not an issue or not even ••••••• 

At that stage I didn ' t really know, you see , because I also didn ' t 
know the true background o:f the A. N .C., just parts of it - but no,., , 
:for example, I :feel that I 1m not a Coloured- it was a •••• 
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P . F . . ••. connotation given to me by the government and I re j e c t it, 
and therefore I feel that I ' m an African in terms of the fac t 
that I ' m born in Africa or a South African , if you like - but I 
want to go further than that and say I'm a person , you know, and 
I feel they are people and that we want a peoples government and 
they lrill obviously be in government in a new society in South 
Africa and it lY'ill be a peoples government . 

J . F . Now how did you - lY'hen you started learning about the A.N . c . more 
and more did you hear about the Natal and Transvaal Indian Con
gresses and the Coloured Peoples Congress and those things? 

P . F . No - no - I didn ' t - only in 1981 when I heard of the Freedom 

J . F . 

P . F. 

J . F . 

P.F . 

J . F . 

P . F. 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P.F. 

Charter and then when we also studied the Freedom Charter , and that 
was also when we moved away from racism and so on - but at that 
stage because of the fact that there '\Y'as BC - the fact that I was 
BC orientated and so on - the second clause of the Freedom Charter , 
for example , four nationalists , concept was actually( •••••••• ) but 
you see ••••• 

Was '"hat? 

Four nationalists concept - I ' m sure you lrnow that lY'as ••••• 

Four nations concept? 

Four nations - I think four - how does it go , that clause in the 
Freedom Charter - anyway there ' s a clause in the Freedom Charter , 
you see , that - that speaks of four nationalists concept and so on , 
or something like that , and that actually bothered me a little bit 
but • •• ••• 

That actually '"orried you? 

Ja - but nolY' I can - I understand the - the historical backgrotmd 
of the Freedom Charter and also that the Freedom Charter is a 
peoples charter because of the nature of the people( .• ••••••••• ) 
the mass nature of the Peoples Congress at Kliptown the whole of (?) 
the Freedom Charter. 

What made you feel better then , just knolring that •••• 

That there is a historical background on that issue . 

Well, there "\Y'as a Coloured Peoples Congress , '\Y'asn ' t there? 

There was a Coloured Peoples Congress , but you see I didn ' t know of 
the Coloured Peoples Congress. 

You didn ' t? 

Yes - only now that I know recently, about four years back that I 
heard of the Coloured Peoples Congress, the Indian Congress and the 
Congress of Democrats and A.N . C. campaigned together to make that 
a success and people - because people lY'ere divided into groups by 
the - by the South African regime , and to assure everybody because 
it was the thinking of people at that stage and I think they add
ressed themselves to the level of the people, and that is also why 
the A.N . C. is such an historical - significant historical document 
because it was addressed to the people on the ground -

And the people on the ground at that stage still, some of them 
believed that they were part of these particular racial groups 
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But now they realise that they are not part o£ the racial groups, 
they are part o£ the South A£rican people and a part o£ the whites 
A£ricans - the so- called A£ricans, the racial connotation there -
and whites and Indians . 

And what did you think when the NIC and the TIC were re£ounded? 

Do you want me to comment on that? 

Ja . 

Let me not comment on that •••••••• (Tape 0££) - I probably won't say 
everything about it , and you can tell me i£ you ' re satis£ied about 
it - I - £irst o£ all I think, taking it £rom their position , that 
they were doing it because o£ - to galvanise the so-called Indian 
people and so that the so-called Indian people could have a vision, 
and that ' s why probably they £el t that it \vas necessary to have 
these organisation revived because o£ the historical importance o£ 
these organisations , they £elt it was necessary to revive these 
organisation and to organise the people around that issue to - to 
get them to oppose the government on mass numbers -

But £rom my own position I see that - that they will probably have 
to, in the near £uture , i£ there ' s a - i£ the A. N . C. comes into 
i£ the A.N .C. becomes the order o£ the day in our country they will 
have to abandon their organisations because - because it is con
£ined to - to a particular racial group , and that i£ the A.N . C. 
accommodates everybody in the country and there will be a political 
organisation - there£ore they will cease to exist as a political 
organisation because the A.N . C. will be the political organisation 
o£ the country . 

And what about JODAC and the call to \vhi tes and those kind o£ things? 

Probably £rom their point o£ view they feel - they feel that they 
have to make a - I mean I can ' t really speak on behalf of them but 
probably , you know , I see that they felt that it tvas necessary to 
revive the - the \vhi te community who ' s supporting the government , 
and the only way they could do it \vasn ' t to probably (?) to the 
UDF because the UDF has got a massive - is a - has got a - the most 
support comes from the black community, and they would have felt 
threatened , and then probably they £elt it was necessary £or them 
to - revive to make a call to whites -

But one thing is certain , that we should not negotiate our lines (?) 
and compromise \vhat \ve believe in - \vhen we believe in something 
\ve don ' t make a call to - to whites , for example , because that is 
a racial connotation attached to it and we have to break down these 
barriers and you have to break it down £rom the start , and there
£ore you cannot make a call to \vhi tes , you have to make a call to 
a people , for example , in the Johannesburg - the Houghton area or 
the Sandton area . 

When you were starting to get more - or as you were gro\ring up did 
you get a\vare o:f the Labour Party? 

Yes. 

What was your £irst a\vareness o£ it - \vhat did you think o£ them 
when you first heard o£ them? 

I - I never actually had any £eelings or any kind o£ thinking that 
I have support for the Labour Party, and still up till today I 
feel that the Labour Party as £ar as I ' m concerned was never -
never played a significant role in - in our struggle - and there-
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P.F. • ••• fore I disregard them and I reject them outwardly(?) and they 
have proven that they were never committed to the struggle of 
South Africa. 

J . F . So wasn ' t there much going on in Riverlee - was there people in the 
Labour Party? 

P . F . Ja , there were people in the Labour Party - they were - there was 
never political and organised poor political education in our -
and in Riverlee there was never political Labour branch, Labour 
Party branch in Riverlee , but there were individuals in - in the 
Labour Party. 

J . F . I can see where you are politically, and if you can just think back 
to before you were, where you are politically - when you said you 
first got to know Africans through soccer were there prejudices 
you had to break through - did some people think it was actually 
not a good thing to play soccer ,.nth Africans - ,.,as that something 
daring or was that something that some households in Riverlee 
would think was beneath you or not a good idea or something? 

P . F . No , no , no , never in the community was it some kind of a thing 
where people would think that is bad to play ,.,i th African people 

J.F. 

P.F. 

J.F. 

P.F. 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J.F. 

P.F . 

or to - to socialise with them , or to communicate ''lith them - but 
I think deep do'm in our hearts that racial feeling of being a 
little bit better than them in terms of - not in terms of the sport 
but in terms of better position in the community of South Africa 
was there -

I think even - not at that particular time but a time in my life 
when I was young when I was still at primary school I think I also 
had that deep down in my heart but I wouldn ' t admit it and I 
wouldn ' t say it, you know, bring it out . 

How did you get into a BC stage that you keep referring to - you 
got to be political - there were the boycotts - but at what stage 
did you first hear o:f BC - when did you hear of Biko - was there 
aBC organisation in •••• • • 

No, there "\"las no Biko organisation - there ' s no BC organisation 
but l"le used to - we only got - ,.,e got literature from BC organ
isations on Biko, on lvhat they stand for and how they make you 
feel, that you should be proud to be a black person and that all 
the oppressed masses of South Africa are black people, and that 
there ' s •• • • • 

All your lvhat? 

All the oppressed people of South Africa are black people - there ' s 
no Coloured and so-called Indian people even though the reality 
is there. 

You mean they '\vere actually, when you first got to kno,., BC, they 
lvere - your impression was they were sayine Africans are the opp
ressed masses and Coloureds and Indians aren ' t? 

Are part of the oppressed masses . 

Are a part of them? 

Yes and that ' s the reason why I supported it because there was -
'\ve '\vere welcomed into the African community as such - and that 1 s 
why I supported it, but I didn ' t have a clear BC line because I 
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P . F. • • • • didn 1 t clearly kno;v what it stands for at that stage - that's 
my feeling (?) 

J.F. And what - where was this that you ' re coming from, which group? 

P.F. I don ' t kno;v- it •vas - we - it was circulated at school amongst 
our :friends - I can ' t remember \vhere it comes :from - where it came 
:from - ja, we were - and also you kno;v, slogans , you lmow, we show 
that like for example, one Azania , one nation and so on was also 
a line towards that we were leaning towards the BC concept . 

J.F. So you used to shout that slogan? 

P . F . Ja. 

J . F . And \vhen were people saying one Azania, one confusion? 

P.F. In 1983 (?) was the first time when I heard it on the bus to - to 
the launching of' the UDF . 

J.F. Really- and what does that slogan mean? 

P . F . That they - that the present people ;vho pushed the BC line are 
confused people , the people now. 

J . F . So ;vould you ever use the word Azania? 

P . F . Will I? 

J . F . Ja, do you? 

P. F. No, I don ' t. 

J . F. Do you •••• 

P . F. I mean I speak about it and so on but I don ' t use it to show that 
I- I support the A.N.C . line of' the South Africa and not the P . A.C . 
line of' AZANIA . 

J.F. Do you think it ' s only P.A.C . and BC people that use that line -
that use Azania? 

P . F. Yes - as far as I know, ja. 

J.F. And then how did you move out of' that BC period - how long were you 
involved in it and ho;v did you get past it and - \vhat - you told me 
why you \vere attracted - how did you - ho\v long did it take you to 
not be attracted to it? 

P . F . You see , one - one o.f my comrades ;vent to University of' the West
ern Cape and when he - always when he used - when he came back ;ve 
used to have discussions - he was also politically aware - ,.,e were 
also part of' the boycotts at school tog ether, so ,.,hen he comes 
back from the univeristy we always meet and have discussions and 
so on , and he used to bring literature from there and so on, you 
see, so ,.,e used to read and it gave me a clear line -

J . F. 

But •vi th the launching o.f the UDF and lvhen they pulled one side I 
realised that I want to be part of' the UDF and that the UDF is 
( ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ) to organise the masses of our country. 

But that doesn ' t tell me about - maybe at a more gut level did -
do you think that - did you think BC \vas important in any way -
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J . F . • •• • - \'/hat ,.,ere the pros and cons? 

P . F. Ja , I - I :feel that BC was a very important stage in our live -
firstly because so many of us felt that we ,.,ere ini'erior towards 
,.,hi te people , and that we inferior in terms of black and ,.,hi te 
because we were black, and BC made us proud of what we are as 
black people - BC also made us aware t hat - that ,.,e can - that we 
can do ,.,hat any person in the world can do , \'lhether it • s blac k or 
,.,hi te , we can do - BC also made us realise that we are people 
who ' s got the right to have a free society and a free country as 
young people even though the A. N . C. have realised it long ago 
already -

J . F . 

P . F. 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J • F. 

P . F. 

And in studying both - especially the A. N . C ' s line and the exist
ence of the A.N.C . and so on , I realised that I was asking myself 
the question w·hy are they pushing this line and why is these people 
pushing this line, and this comrade of mine told me that - that 
Be is not an end in itself - you - it - it ' s there and you build 
on it, and you g o for,.,ard in life - you don ' t - it doesn ' t end 
there , you see 

You go forward in life because that ' s what the revolution means -
the struggle continues , the struggle goes on even after - even if 
the A. N . C . is in power the struggle \rill go on in terms o:f building 
that new society -

But we felt that it ,.,as - he also told me that you don ' t - we 
shouldn ' t wait for the day of liberation to come to build a new 
society , ,.,e build it now, and the society that w·e ,.,ant is a -
because white people are there that we ,.,ant black and \-Thi te people 
to live together because we don ' t believe in dominating other people 
and that ,.,e should be dominated by other people -

We also felt that it ' s important that people should run the schools , 
that there should be free ( ••••••••••• ) free education in - in our 
country , and by thinking that way we felt that it is necessary to 
start now in preparing people for that - for that stage , and also 
to draw other ,.,hi te people , as many as possible , into our rank and 
to - also to divide the enemy , which \rill put us in a better pos 
ition to - to come into power . 

What about on a personal level - you met these Africans when you 
played soccer - \'/hat kind of whites - when you were gro\ring up in 
Riverlee did you ever - was it just whites who were in shops and -
were there white teachers at the school? 

At the high school , yes •••• 

What ,.,as your impression of whites - were they all negative - did 
you e v er have any more positive •••• 

No , no , not all of them were negative even in in fact some sold
iers ,.,eren • t even negative becau - but we - we knew because we 
were political minded at that stage that it was just a tool that 
they using to - to win our hearts and our minds , and that ' s why 
they were nice to us - but those ,.,ho ,.,eren ' t soldiers were - they -
they - some of them encouraged us to - to go on boy - to boycott 
classes and told us also why it is necessary to go and boycott and 
so on . 

1ofho told you? 

Some of the white people, but those ,.,ho ,.,eren t t soldiers . 
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J . F . In the school? 

P . F . Ja . 

J . F . What , the teachers? 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P.F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F. 

J . F . 

P.F . 

J . 1<'. 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F. 

P.F . 

Teachers , ja . 

What school did you go to? 

Riverlee High School . 

Just to go back - and then after that '\'/hen you '\vere - did you - I 1m 
just '"onderine if' any of' your non racialism '"as shaped by having 
'"orked with l'lhites in a political way or was it - is it all purely 
theoretical that you figure that it ' s important to be non racial •••• 

It ' s all theoretical that I - that I feel it is important - at 
that stage it was all - no , no , no - I don ' t really lmo,., actually, 
you l<nolv - I can 1 t remember - but nOl'l it is - it is both, you see , 
theoretical and ,.,orking - and in fact some of' them encouraged me 
to - to hold onto that because it is important . 

To hold onto ••• 

To - to the concept of' non racialism. 

And just some more of' the background thing - I still don ' t under
stand why there l'las no high school - you '"ere sent to a boarding 
school? 

Ja . 

lfhere was that? 

It '\'las in - it '"as actually an institution - lvhat l'las the insti t -
ution called it was in Benoni - I can ' t remember '"hat '"as it 
called. 

But l'lhat I mean - they didn 1 t expect - there '\'las no high school 
because you '"ere just supposed to what- , go learn to be a mechanic 
or something? 

No - there was no any other thing •••• 

So what '"ere you supposed to do - '"hat did they do 'vi th you? 

N othine like in the day we used to ,.,.ork in the gardens like , so . 

lvhat , with the assumption that you would be a gardener when you 
,.,ere older - or that you just •••• 

Not , not really - it ' s like - it ' s a place where - like you see , 
my eldest brother used to stay out o~ school a lot , you see , be
cause of' my father ' s viciousness and so on, so then they sent us 
both away - he contacted social '"orkers and so on and they sent 
us to this school , you see , and when '"e got there I was in Standard 
Six and there '"as no high school there , you see , so I didn ' t go 
to school - and during the day we used to either help the girls 
in the kitchen or we used to work in the garden most of' the time . 

So as soon as you got there were you angry that you weren ' t all
owed to go to school? 

.:a- very much. 
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J . F. And ,.,as there anyone you could complain about it to? 

P . F . I did actually to the superintendant of the school , and he just 
kept on saying that he will do something about it . 

J . F . And then you ,.,ent back to your father? 

P . F . Ja. 

J . F. And why ,.,ere there soldiers - were there soldiers at Riverlee High 
School? 

P.F . Ja. 

J . F . When? 

P.F . In 19 - during the boycotts at - 1980 and ' 81 . 

J . F. lvas it because of the boycotts that they sent them in - ,.,ere there 
always soldiers at Riverlee High School? 

P . F . No , there ,.,asn ' t ah.,ays soldiers at the high school - I don ' t - I 
mean I can 1 t tell ,.,rhy . 

J . F . So it ,.,as with the boycott that they came? 

P. F . J a , but if - now that you mention it I think it was because of' the 
boycotts that they were sent in there because they only came in 
after the latter part of' the year . 

J . F . So did you matriculate? 

P . F. Yes. 

J . F. In? 

P . F . Riverlee High School. 

J . F . And ,.,hen was that? 

P . F . In maths , physics • •• 

J .F . I mean '\vhat year . 

P . F . 1984. 

J . F . And what have you done since then? 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F. 

J . F . 

P.F. 

J . F. 

I ,.,as teachint:; at a Catholic school • • ••• 

Which is that? 

In Coronation - and • •• 

What ' s it called? 

St . Theresa ' s Convent - and now I ' m ,.,orking at the open school - I 
don ' t kno,., if you heard about it. 

And ,.,hat are you doing there? 

Administration ,.,ork and also drama in terms of' making kids aware of 
the political situation in the country. 

lfho runs it these days? 
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P . F . Colin Smuts is a director - he 1 s a director . 

J . F . And you think you 1 11 be staying there? 

P . F . Ja . 

J . F . Can you tell me about when you joined anti PC and ho,., you came to 
do that? 

P . F. 

J . F . 

P.F. 

J . F . 

P.F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

I can 1 t 
used to 
anti PC 
hOl'i I 

exactly remember ,.,hen I joined the anti PC but you see , I 
,.,ork 1-rith Jesse and Ignatius and Jesse - Jesse ,.,as in the 
and w·e used to go to meetings together and so on and that • s 
I joined the anti .PC . 

Well , maybe I should ask the question this way - do you remember 
when you first started hearing that the government ,.,as getting 
,.,as going to push through this tricameral parliament and - can you 
just tell me a bit about the response to that in the Coloured 
community - ,.,ere there people - did you actually kno,., people who 
,.,ere going to campaie;n for seats in that parliament - ,.,ere there 
people ,.,ho •••••• 

No , there was - no , there ,.,as nobody ,.,as - that was going to campaign , 
but there ,.,as nobody - there was nobody ,.,ho was going to organise 
the people around these issues to tell people that it ,.,as l'lrong , 
you kno,., , because if the call was made to people like - like they 
did to vote - and because of the traditional history of the so-
called Coloured community ( •••••••• ) ah.,ays voted f'or the Labour 
Party - ,.,e felt that it 1rill happen again , and that ,.,e should -
and ,.,e felt that it ,.,as important to organise people around those 
issues . 

So then you began organising - and ho1-r - '"hat - did you meet - are 
there people in the Coloured community \-tho said you just going to 
get yourself arrested , we ' re not interested in this , the government 
,.,e can • t fight or - what kind of fee line did you eet? 

Ja - actually - you see , because of my - my political stance at 
school I got a lot of support from - from the students at school 
and also people - a lot of people in the community knew me and •••••• 

E.'ND OF SIDE TUO . 

A lot of people in the so- called Coloured community lmows me , you 
see , and no,., in Ri verlee , and here and there '"here people didn t t 
know me I got the cold response like people said that I 1 m a comm
unist , but people didn • t say that they •-rere going to vote and s o 
on - people said that it is dangerous to - to challenge this gov
ernment , and I told the people exactly this government is a dan
gerous government and therefore they should vote against it - or 
therefore they shouldn ' t vote - go to the polls because of their 
viciousness - and people just said they 1cill see what they can do 
about it . 

And did you get hassled at all - ,.,ere you detained at all with anti 
.PC or anything? 
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P. F. No , but I - I just - just people told me the cops are looking for 
me and I didn ' t sleep at home for t'"o w·eeks , and ,.,e found 50 
schools came together from the African community and the I n dian 
community and the so- called Coloured community , came together t o 
to organise around these issues and so on and ••••• 

J . F. So you actually '"orked '"ith people from the different communitie s ? 

P . F . Yes. 

J . F . And how did that '"ork i n practice? 

P . F . You see , '\ve - '"e - lve arrange meetings , '"e discuss issues how we 
should do it and so on , and then '\ve go back to our schools and '\ve 
work in our own particular schools - that is hO'\v '\ve did it . 

J . F . So what is your political affiliation no'\v - you don ' t have a pos
ition lvith anti PC in Riverlee? 

P . F . No , I haven ' t got any position '"ith the anti PC but I ' m the chair
person of' the Riverlee Youth Congress . 

J . F . And lvhen did the H.iverlee Youth Congress start? 

P.F . In 1985 - in June , 1985. 

J . F . And do you still call it anti PC , the organisation? 

P . F . Ja, it ' s still called the anti PC . 

J . F . 

P.F. 

J . F . 

P. F. 

J . F. 

P . F . 

J.F. 

Is there ever any move to change that 
still a focus? 

is the presidents council 

You see , the Preident ' s Counci l isn't a heavy focus but it ' s still 
in existence , but people felt that it is necessary because of 
strategic reasons to - to - for the name of the anti Pc because 
of' the historical reasons around that , and because we were aff
iliated as the anti PC in the UDF and people knew· us as the anti PC . 

Have you ever read about or talked about \vi th people some of' the 
historical organisations '"hich have involved people from the Col
oured communities like the South African Coloured Peoples Organ
isation or the Coloured Peoples Congress or the non European Unity 
Hovement or any of those groups? 

No - did I ever talk to them about it, no I haven ' t because I felt 
it - it wasn ' t an issue and I didn ' t lvont to organise people around 
Coloured organisations as such but if it - if I had to , for example , 
organise people around Unity Movement lvhich is - which have no 
particular name I would have , but because I disagree with them , 
the organisation, I did not organise around that -

But the importance is that I f'el t it lvasn 1 t - it no matter what 
we go through \ve have to organise people around the particular -
the particular conditions in the community and not around particular 
organisations . 

And so you have heard about the Unity Movement? 

Ja . 

Are there any Unity Hovement people in the Transvaal that you ' ve 
ever come across? 
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P . F. 

J . F. 

P . F. 
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J.F. 
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J.F. 
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P .F. 

J • F . 
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J . F. 

P . F . 

J . F. 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P.l'' · 

J • F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J.F . 

P . F. 

J • F . 

P . F. 

J.F. 
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Ja, but they - part of them are no more in the Unity :t-lovement . 

So lvhat does the Unity :r-1ovement represent to you? 

I - I don ' t know· - I really don 1 t knolv , but lvhat I can tell is 
that people like Neville Alexander was in the Unity Hovement, and 
it lvas mainly based in the We stern Cape . 

And do you knOlv lvhat Neville Alexander stands .for at all? 

I - as far as I ' m concerned he 's BC orientated, the BC movement 
he identified lvith the BC movements . 

When you lvere in your PC - BC stage were you ever attracted to the 
P . A.C. - did you know much about them? 

No , I wasn ' t attracted to the P . A. C. ever because I didn ' t know· the 
P .A. C. 

Just didn ' t hear about them? 

I didn ' t hear about them. 

And even now ••••• 

I only heard about the A.N . C. 

Even no1v have you ever heard of people 1vho support - are there 
people that you ' ve ( •••••••••••••• ) who say they support the P.A.C.? 

Ja, I have, you know, and black people from AZAPO and so on . 

Is there much AZAPO in Riverlee? 

There ' s no AZAPO people in Riverlee . 

Can you speak any African languages? 

No , I can ' t •••• 

Do you sing ( .•••••••••••••••••• ) ? 

Ja - you want me to sing it for you! 

No , I ' m asking if you - but you ' ve learned that •••• 

Ja, and I can sing other revolutionary African songs . 

You can? 

Ja. 

Just ~rom having sung them so much? 

Yes . 

So would you know lvhat the lvords exactle mean? 

Yes . 

Just because you asked or? 

Ja. 

Do you think that's something in the future -in the future South 
Africa would you think that a person like you 1vould be speaking an 
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Af'rican language - is that anything you 1 ve thought about or is 
that ever discussed? 

I ' m hoping to study an Af'rican language soon - probably the begin
ning of' next year I lY'ill start to study an Af'rican languaee . 

Which one? 

I don 1 t exactly lmow because I l'las eoing to study Zulu but be c ause 
(Laugh) of' Gatcha Buthelezi I 1 m still considering it, and people 
say that most of' the people speak Zulu , you see - that ' s why I want 
to speak it - but I will ask comrades if' they think it is wise f'or 
me to speak Zulu or Sotho - that will be the other one . 

This principal lvho collaborated, of' your school, is he still the 
principal? 

Ja - in f'act lvhen I f'inished school he threatened me and - because 
o:f - l'le had numerous arguments at school and I l'ias practically one 
of' the only persons who challenged him - teachers l·rho ,.;ere intim
idated by him and other students lvho '"ere intimidated by him , and 
a week bef'ore l'ie started with the f'inal exams in mat ric he promised 
me that , and I quote , I swear to God I ' m going to spoil your f'uture, 
unquote - this is '"hat he said in terms of' meanine that he ' s going 
to make sure - in f'act he always used to tell me he 1 s eoing to make 
sure that I must be marked down in my f'inal exams. 

So there ' s no - are there any people you ,.,ould describe as coll
aborators lvho live in Ri verlee? 

Ja, there are - the person who s e rve s on the manaeement council 
but he ' s not visible in the community , and he just sends out pam
phlets - people don ' t lmow when does he send it out - and he then , 
f'or example , says he can ' t call a meeting because he f'eels that 
there ' s going to be violence at the meeting. 

And just •••• 

And then there ' s one security cop l'lhich l'ie have a court case against , 
( ••••• • ••••••••••••• )and - but I think he ' s going to resign f'rom 
the security police . 

If' he didn ' t resign do you think that it - would the situation 
ever reach the situation that exists in some Af'rican townships 
,.;here those people would be in visible danger, necklaced and all 
that? 

Yes, I think - it ,.;ill also probably depend on - on his stance , 
you see , because people won ' t f'orgive him - the youth won ' t £'or
give him and so on , so on - he will have to do a lot to l'lin the 
respect of' the community back because he said - he admitted him
self' that the community don ' t respect him and so on - but 1 think 
it ldll reach a stage where - where our conununi ty l'lill be ungov
ernable and l'lhere they will be in danger . 

Are there any - have you nev er met people l'lho have gone into the 
army? 

In our community , ja, there are individuals - in f'act there ' s on e 
guy who - l'ihO ,.;as f'ighting SWAPO f'reedom f'ighters somewhere in 
Namibia and he l-Ias shot in the back so he came home and he said 
w·ell , ' "hen he recovered he wanted to come back , so people per
suaded him not to go back f'or his o,m saf'ety, that he might be 
killed this time , and so he did ' t come back and he resigned f'rom 
the army . 
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J . F . lvhy do people join the army from the Coloured community? 

P . F . Because of unemployment - because of unemployment and also because 
of the fact that people - because the people can ' t find jobs and 
because of the - the poverty in certain communities and in certain 
homes . 

J . F . 
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And what about just the army ' s vibe generally - does the army - do 
they do any of these trying to get kids to g o to camps and push 
their various publications in Riverlee? 

No - only on June 16 lvhere the security police distributed pamphlets 
in our community to say that people shouldn ' t listen to - to the 
agitators in the community and they also gave a phone number ,.,here 
they should be contacted so the people should inform them of these 
agitators , these so- called agitators in the community. 

Do you get a lot of those pamphlet s •••• 

Ja , they distributed quite a number of pamphlets - a lot in fact . 

lfhen did you first hear someone say so-called Coloured, can you 
remember - not the exact date but can you remember kind of gen
erally lvhen - l>'hat your feelings were ,.,hen you heard it . 

In 1 79 , I think - I think it was in 1 79 but ,.,hen I first heard it 
it ,.,as - to me it was rather fascinating because at schoo l every
body used to ask - not everybody - quite a number of students used 
to ask lvhat is a Coloured, you kno,., - explain a Coloured - some 
of us are black, some of us looks like African , like I explained 
in our house (Laugh) you see - some of us like ,.,hites , some of us 
like Indians , you lmo,.,, and hOl'i do you explain that - you know, 
you cannot refer to somebody as a Coloured person because that is 
like - the ED m~<es it like a past tense - you know, it ' s something 
like a past tense , a past existence , you lmo,., , or such a thing as 

It didn ' t - in fact , you know, even you can see I ' m confused on 
that thing myself - I don ' t know lvhat does Coloured mean - but we 
kno,., the - the kind of people that lived in the Coloured community , 
so- called Coloured communi ties, you kno,., , how they look like and 
so on according to the culture (?) - t h e place that we would put 
in (?) and I wanted to know more about it, you see 

And Thola ( ?) lvas explain that ,.,e are not coloured people - that 1 s 
,.,hy ,.,e say so-called Coloureds , you kno,.,, and everything that goes 
l'li th it. 

So ,.,ho explained it? 

This guy ,.,ho ,.,ent to the university - and he heard it from his 
brother I think in fact hi s brother explained it to both of us. 

The brother who ,.,as at lvestern Cape? 

No , his brother ,.,asn ' t at Western Cape - his - his brother was 
somebody or other (?) from political - you see , his father was a 
friend of Ottie Beck •••• 

Of? 

Ottie Beck- Godfrey Beck who died recently in Denmark - he ' s also 
a member of the A.N . C. - he was also a member of the A.N . C. -
they lived in ( •• ••••• • ••••••• } together. 
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J . F . How do you spell that name? 

P. F . Beck. 

J . F . B e c k? 

P. F . Ja , and the name is Godfrey. 
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Godfrey 
'\..rords? 

do you talk about blacks and \..rhi tes - do you use those 

Yes , ( Laugh) I use those words - I don • t also lmo'\..r why - I think 
because of practical reasons and because of the reality that it ' s 
there , you lmo, .. , and that it ' s rooted in - into our conununity and 
into the '\\l'orld . 

So you don ' t try to say oppressors instead of' \\'bites or something 
like that or comrades instead of blacks to avoid the '\..rords? 

No , in most cases '\..re say comrades , you lmol..r , but in certain cases 
when you explain something '\\l'e use blacks and white , you know, and 
some\..rhere here and there \..re use the oppressed people and so on . 

Your title is the chairperson of the Riverlea Youth Congress , right? 

Nmm . 

Would you not want to say chairman - is that a conscious 
important that it ' s called chairperson •••• 

is that 

J a , at - at first l..re used to say chairman but I mean they hated the 
fact that you realised - I didn ' t even realise that I said chair
person , you see , because of the fact that \.re realised that our 
revolution can never be successful if '\\l'e have equality with '\..romen ••• 

If you don ' t have ••• • 

I£ we don ' t have equality with women - then it can never be succ
essful . 

1fhen did you realise that? 

T'\110 years back . 

And h0'\\1' did you come to realise it . 

In discussions - political education discussions , you lmow, when 
we have a political education and so on \.re realised that our 
revolution cannot be successful because - also because of - we 
heard a lot about Samora ~fachel and so on in l.rhich - and he 1 s 
clearly - and he ' s a person who in f'act said that the revolution 
can never be successful if there ' s no equality bet'\..reen \\'Omen and 
men . 

1Yhat are the other countries that you look to as models? 

Cuba and Nicarae-ua. 

And in Af'rica, any? 

No . 

Why not? 
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P.F . To me it is a - in no African - I can - I can ' t think of a country 
thn.t is clearly socialist , but I can understand - I - this is what 
I believe our country should be like, a socialist country, you 
kno,., , and - and I don 1 t see a country in Africa that is socialist 
as such , but I can understand because o.f the economic conditions 
in those countries and so on - and I don ' t know if they try ( ?) 
because I don ' t kno,., actually of any letter (?) on African history 
and ,.,e - I only kno,., the distorted history of African history -
of African history. 

J . F . What about Angola? 

.P . F . Angola lrill move into that situation , I kno,., that , but the only 
reason l.;hy they can 1 t , and even Nozambique , and the only reasons 
,.,hy they can 1 t is because of the ,.,ars in those countries , and 
they have the potential to move in those directions ••••• 

J . F . You don 1 t think they ' re socialist no,.;? 

P . F . I think they are socialist now - there ' s some form o.f socialism 
I think they are - they in the early stages of socialism, if a 
person can say so . 

J • F . 
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And what about this l'lhole debate ,.,here AZAPO claims that they ' re 
the true socialist alternative - do you believe - is anti PC p r o 
socialist? 

Look , first of all I l.;on ' t defend the anti PC as such because •••• 

Well - ja, because? 

Because I feel that this is not the organisation that I ' m joining 
in the organisation - the organisation that I ' m joining is in 
the A.N . C. because I feel it is the only political organisati9n , 
but because of the conditions in our country I cannot be in the 
A.N.C ••••• 

You said that 1 s not the organisation that I ,.,hat? 

The anti PC - look, the anti PC to me lrill come to an end , you 
see - it will dissolve and - but - AZAPO claims to be true soc
ialist - and Harx actually said that , you know, that you cannot 
be - first of all he said that socialism isn ' t stagnant and secondly 
he said that if you a socialist you have to be an internationalist 
because the thing that you achieve ,.,hen you - the thing that you 
,.,ant to achieve out o.f soc - to have a socialist country you have 
to ,.,rork lri th other countries as well because the - the police 
force , the - the military has to start to disappear -

And for example, if ,.,e don 1 t have any relationship lri th - a good 
relationship lri th Zimbabwe then we lrill have to have a police 
force and a military force - but say, for example, Zimbabwe was 
a white country , I don 1 t kno,., what ,.,ould have - the relation would 
have been lri th them, Zimbab,.;e because the fact that to somebody 
at the other extent they - they - they reject whites - and I don ' t 
mean ,.;hich way to reject them (?) but I have the feeling that ,.,e 
reject them , but not in the sense of ejectine them , you kno,.,, but 
the line is one of a - ,.;here they say that ,.,hi tes cannot be part 
of their - this struggle now because they are the oppresser or 
something they get to know - I don ' t really kJ.lOl'l' their stance ( ?) 

But - and I don ' t believe that there ' s true socialism or something 
like that , you kno,., - I believe that socialism is socialism and 
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P . F . • •• • if it ' s 'rrong then it ' s wrong , then it ' s not socialism, and 
,.,hen it ' s right it is right - there ' s no somethincr like true 
socialist . 

J . F . But do you consider yourself a socialist? 

P . F . 1fell, of the things that I say I don ' t consider myself a socialist 
but the things that I say that ' s the way I think makes me a soc
ialist person and therefore I believe in socialism , to have some 
kind of a direction in l'lhich ,.,ay I move. 

J . F. You ' re saying you ' re not a socialist because you don ' t practice it , 
is that ,.,hat you mean , or because you live in South Af'rica? 

P. F . Yes . 

J . F. And you talked about when you - the government ( . • • •••• •••• - ) f'irst 
talked about the A.N . C. they were saying they ' re communist - do 
people in South Africa that you deal ''lith , that you ,.,ould consider 
comrades , are they threatened or are they negative about communism 
or the Soviet Union these days? 

P . F . People are becomine more clear about communism , you see , and I 
don ' t think it is correct f'or anybody to relate communism to the 
Soviet Union - f'irst of' all I don 1 t kno,., l'lhat ' s the situation in 
the Soviet Union because I haven ' t been there but I truly (?) know 
that is - that is a distortion f'rom the ,.,est of' - of' the Soviet 
Union - but I don 1 t believe people can say that ,.,e have to look to 
the Soviet Union and that is communism and that is bad because the 
communists are - the Soviet Union people are bad -

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F. 

P.F. 

J . F . 

P . F . 

J . F . 

P . F . 

I think you hav e to understand communism and you have to see how 
l'lill it lvork in your country and so on and you take it f'rom there . 

And do people have any problem ,.,i th the Soviet Union - '"ould there 
be ••••• 

Not that I knolv of' - I mean of' my comrades not that I kno,., of . 

Just one last thiniT to loJ'rap up - can you tell me how you see the 
South Af'rica of' the f'uture in terms of' the racial aspect? 

Like I said earlier that we are already in the process of' building 
a ne,., society, and f'irstly the whi tcs l'lill be accommodated in the -
the ne,., regime , but not as white people , as people they lV'ill be in 
there , and the blacks lV'ill be in the government but not as black 
people but as people , and therefore it lV'ill be the government of' 
the f'uture will be one of' one lvhere there lV'ill - where racism will 
not be practiced and tolerated in our country . 

Do you f'eel that your views about non racialism are exactly the 
same of' UDF vielvS or do you think your • ••• 

Probably the majority of' the people in the UDF . 

You don ' t think you ' re maybe militantly non racial and that they 
are - there are people who believe more in organising lV'ithin 
racial communities and that kin d of' thing - do you f'igure that 
your view is the very ••••• 

First of' all I believe that you have to organise in your own comm
unity f'irst , and I believe that you are accountable to your own 
community f'irst be£ore you are accountable to anybody else , and 
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P • .F . • ••• when your community is organised then you move on to the conun
uni ty '"here you are needed , and w·he ther it ' s white or black comm
unity , '"hether it ' s in the underdeveloped areas or the developed 
areas the question - the thing should be not that organising your 
o'm community and '"hen it ' s organised you stay there - you have to 
move on and move through the whole o~ South A~rica i~ that i s the -
i~ that is required - i~ that is needed to oreanise . 

J . F . That '"ord - that sentence you said initially - '"hen you '"ere p i cked 
up by tlle police , do you remember it , ( • •••••••••••••• A~rikaans) 
there '"as that '"hole ••••• 

P . F . Do you want me to say it again? 

J.F . Yes , because I '"ant to 'vrite it down ~or the person '"ho ' s going to 
transcribe it . 

P . F . They said to me ( ..•..•.••••. ) ( . ....••... . .....•.•.••.• ) .. • • 

J . F . Say it slo,vly . 

P . F . ( ................... ) 

END OF INTERVIEW .• 


