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what is your business at the mowent? 
Well, it has steadily increased , at the moment we are 

dealing with a caseload that is usually norTPal for Jan & Feb 

at the begi:liming of the year , when v1e have always acceptFd that 

we have twice the arrount or twice the number of people 

coming and at the moment in November when we ought to be 

quiet we have got what we had in Jan to cope with , which 

is a real indicatton of how things are ~orsening . 

i ... Now this i s in the middle of a govt which claims to be 

reformrnng (yPs). Why is this casrload so bad , wh~i are so 

many people coming to you for help? 
on 

s ... Because the reform consists of trying to confer/a£ 

certain limited gr~up of black people the benefits of an 

expandin~ and booming economy , bu~ at the sarr.e tirr.e excludiny 

the majority of people from rural areas from sharing in those 

benefits , so that we have seen an increase in the penal~ties 

imposed on ~legal errployrrent, an increase in the structures 

~~ich are designed to keep people out of urban are8~ , so 

that at least 20% of the people wh~ome to us every day at 

the moment are people w~o have jobs but are not allowed to 

take theTP , and where their errployers would h.t<.'VtJ TAKEN '?.dEfY: 

anyway two years ago because they weren ' t worried about the 

penalty the employer is now faced with a R500 fine . 

So he can no longer afford to take somebody who cannot 

be registered , so that one io sitting there with a crowd of 

men and worr:en who are in desperate need of employf:lent because 

they have dependants in rural a~eas and are not allowed to 

work in the jobs that they have found . 

i ... The govt clairrs that it is comF-itted to reform and a 

as part of that pledge it is introducing new leg&slation , some 

of which has already been published, particularly to do with 

the rights of individuals to be in certain areas at certain 
times . \lliat to you are the key features in that legislation? 
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What effect is that going to have on the people coming to you 

for help? 

d ... T~e first thing to understand is that it is a very 

sonhisticated and extrerely clever design . 

The legislation is so technical and so confused and 

on the face of it so much more simple . Like the black 

Community Dev Bill has nothing whatever to do with develop~ent 

but a whole lot to ~o with control . 

Tbat Bill is very much shorter than the legislation it 

replaces, and that shortness, that curtailment of the length 

of the legislation actually means trat legal rights are re!T'oved . 

i . .. The govt is selling it as a reduction of .• . 

d ... Yes , as a simplification , as getting rid of the 

bureaucracy , getting rid of the red tape , a streamlining of 

the legislation to do away with unnecessary , hurtful discrim-

ination, that is \•/nat the minister said . 

1 . . . In practice , what ' ~ he going to do? 

d. .. It removes legal rights alrrost entirely . \·!hen it becoiPes 

law for the next few years there will be people who will stil 

be able to establish rights that they had at the time the 

legislation came in , ,fljl~ 1~ the length of ti.me passes it will 

be come increasingly~~~ prove those, and that legal rig'>ts 

are replaced by privileges conferred by regulation , which is 

uncdmtrolled b 

~i viliges con.::·erred by the minister as it may seem 

expedient to the needs of white power . riviliges can be ~~it!l.­

dravm at any tirre , they cannot be enfor~ed in the courts . 

It ' s an effort to buy, co- opt a group of middle class 

blqck peo~le into support of the system by demonstrating to 

therr} they think, that the capitalist system can if fact distribute 

the benefits of ecenomic growth to the whole oopulation, but 

the price of the priviliges for the few is the exclusion of 
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the roajoY'itv who live in rural areas fro,..., participation in 

the economy at all . 

This has al~,omys been the policy as far as political rights 

go , and that exclusion froro political rights is also the 

exclusion froro the econoroic development . 

The new bills , even for t hat group of priviliged people , 

do£x do not confer any political rights at all , it ' s very 

carefully frar.'led to make sure that those people can never 

clai~ that they are accepted as citizt ens of SA , and therefore 

entitled to political rights as well . 

There ' s nothing to indicate that govt thinking on that 

has changed at all . 

i ... \nd this goes hand in hand, this atteropt to persuade 

a small number of blacks that there is something in the system 

for them, this goes hand in hand for instance with atte~pts 

to upgrade the quality of life in 2owcto, there is actually 

a physical iroprovement •.. vlliat does that involve? 

d ... Well, it ' s supposed to involve the provision of housing 

on a large scale because the waiting lists is over 30 000 

familie"', not people , but families who ' ve been waiting for 

houses •.. The waiting list goes bPck to J g6Q , there is no 

visible sign in Jhb *hat the West Rand Board is actually coning 

with this at all , I mean there i<>n ' t - the official figure 
A..,~j 

given this morning is that 5 C0~have bfen bumlt in Soweto 

over the last ten yeaY'~ . 

Probably two thirds of those may have beBn built in 

the last two year9 . The real problem is the shortage of land, 

which would mean the expropri2tion of whites to provide more 

land ~tere that housing coul~ be provided and govt is not 

urepared to do that . 

In other urban areas there has been a greater imuroveme~t . 
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Soweto is really a very special place where half the population 

is probably not listed on the official statisti~~ . 

But in other areas they seerr. to be waking a greater 

effort to provide housing , more successfully . 

There ' s also the whole electrification prograr:?tre which 

of course is a great benefit to the white producer because 

once people in Soweto have electricity t hey ' re gonna want 

televisions , steam irons, electric stoves, washing machinPS 

etc etc . 

I think it is very important to recognise that none 

of this is being ~iven as a handout from whites to blacks, 

none of this is being given as a recofnition of an unjust 

deprivation in the past . 

The huge loan , 35 miJlion I think , raised for the 

electri~ication of Sowetom has to be paid back . And govt 

policy remains that black people wust pay for their own 

amenities , so at the rroment they ' re in a spiral of increasing 

rents , in all black townships , increasing charges instead of 

having a flat rate for water and electricity you have a weter 

installed if you buy your house , and you pay per unit . 

And t~e llectricity charges are actually turning out 

to be rrore than white people pay in a suburb like the one 

that I live in . 

d •••• 

Is this to pay for the provision of the ne~ .. . 

Yes, the people have to repay these enormous loans 

that are hailed as being a sign o: progress , but in fact it ' s 

really nothing to do v;i th white SAns recognizing the rights of 

black people to share in the economy . There is no proper planning , 

there can ' t be because the whole syste~ is designed in Europe 

and the West - the poorest workers live nearest the city 

centre, nearest the industrial areas . 

In this country the poorte st •.•10rkers are moved right 
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onto the periphr~j~inxik±~xeNuNiXJ, which puts up the cost 

of providing the services . 

And th(n t~ey are told that they have got to pay for 

therr and t here is no recognition of the who 1 e wrongness of 

the system . 

In fact as long as ,partheid lasts you cannot in fact 

make any reparation for the past , you c~nnot in fact put 

the system rig~t , you can't ever establish any kind of system 

that will remotely resemble free enterprise . 

i ... And you see the present reforr.Js, what the govt claiT'Js 

are reforms , not a.s an attempt to get rid of apartheid but 

as an atte~pt to refine it so that its benefits can be 

shared to a certain extent with a small group of blacks . 

d ... Yes , but only benefits in te rrrs of privil~ges as I ' ve said . 

It ' s not anything to do with sharing power or sharing political 

rights, or sharing rights to econowic participation . 

It is a question of trying to put the lid on the revo­

lution by building up a rriddle class group that you hope will 

be that lid , '.vhich in fact is bound to fail . 

I tnink that it might succeed in delaying political 

developments , delaying the escalation of conflict , and t herefore 

actually becausexri:.isx it ' s delayed making it very much worse 

and very rruch more bitter . 

i ... But in the end no soluticn? 

d ... None at all , none at all . One o: the saG things is sitting 

and looking at this society and :!'ealising the inev~: t •ble 

tragedy of war , that we ' re already in the t11iddle of a revo­

lution whict most whites don ' t recognize at all , but as a 

historical process, historians in the future , ~~ere are they 

actually going to pinpoint \vhere the revolution bgg"'n'? 'e 

are in the middle of it, it can only escal~TE , and therF is 
absolutely no sign whatsoever that govt is recognizing t:is 
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in a real wa.y . 

All they ' re doing is fiddling around with apartheid , 

using different words for it , and co- opting sowe black people 

they hope to co- opt some black people into support of the status 

quo , because those black people , neople like the present 

wayor of Soweto would know very well that come liberation 

he has not got a chance of any political office or anything 

elese , so it is in his interests t o co- operatP . 

There are a lot of parallels with the 'Rzi Nazi occu­

pation of ~urope during t he war . 

A whole lot of parallels beh1een Holland and the mayors 

who started off saying well it wouldn ' t do any harw this 

tirne iD do what they say , and then the next time it becomes 

rrore, there ' s always an imrliPd t~reat of what I will do i f 

you don ' t do it, until people who have rrone into the 

syste~ - either the ho~eland system or the corrmunity council 

systew - find the~selves absolutely in a no - win situation 

and that means that they intensify their ~ support for the 

status quo and that ' s exactly the process that's happening . 

i ... One of the other parallels perhaps vd th the evolution 

d ••• 

of ~azi Germany is the gap of understanding of the ordinay 

priviliged middle class German , the failure of those not 

directly involved in the political process to perceive what 

i' haprening , to perceive in Fazi Germany what was happening 

to the Jews , the failure of whites in this country to pt:rceive 

what has been happening over , what is happen in- to blacks . 
, 

Is there any sign that that blindnesr- IJ) S changing among 

the white people? 

·r o , I don ' t believe so at all . I think that cholera. 

epidewic that we were t alking about earlier is an indication 

of thi , that there has been no discussion in the white commun­
ity as to why people are living in those conditions that lead 



7 14 7 

to cholera being able to spread so fast . 

Kost of it is certainly in the 3astern Tvl area , is 

a result of the resettlerrent policy where so many thousands 

of people have been moved onto land that can ' t possibly 

support therr , with inadequate water , etc . 

i ... This is once again part of the tidying up of apartheid? 

d ... That ' s right , because blacks are supposed to live in 

the bantustans and not in the white areas , so they have been 

removed to the order of something like 2i- million black 

people have been relocated , frorp what is no\'; supposed to be 

white SA into the bantustans . 

Now the resettlement policy has recently received much 

more - I mean after 20 years of actually trying to highlight 

it for the first time in 1980 the Black Sash has found 

receptive audiences in churches and so on and more people 

are interested but there in no connection in t~e average whi~ 

rrind beh1een the cholera epideDic and thet~rticular policy . 

That ' s a very good indication . One often finds that 

the Black Sash gets irate phone calls from employers who 

sudenly find ~ ' r·y boy ', or ' t"~is boy ' •vho ' S" worked for me 

for ten yPars" suddenly arrested for a pass la•.v offence 

and this is scandalous etc etc , But they really do not know 

\'That goes on, they have no excuse for not knowing because 

th~ English language press in this country has certainly done 

its level best over the last 30 years to expose these sort 

of things . 

But in fact there ' s a kind of thing which I ' m sure 

must have hAppened in Nazi Ger~any that you don ' t want to know , 

because i if you in fact lmow or try lirto find out you then have 

to get involved . 

And most prople simply don ' t want to get involved , they 

want to go on enjoying perhans the highest standard of living 
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in~the world , and they don 't really want t o be exposed t o 

the painfulness of understanding v.rhat is actually hapnening , 

o..,... what that standard of living is actually built on in terms 

of hu~an suffering . 

And I ' m sure it wao the saTe in GeriTany . 

i ... Do you see any chance of averting t he kind of violent 

confrontation coming which you suggested earlier? 

d ... Ho , except in my troe t optitristic motrents . I feel greatl y 

encouraged by, for example the Council Of Churhhes recognition 

of the Ghanaian type of non - violent pressures , of civil 

disobedience , etc - that is a very encouraging thought , I mean 

I ' m a total pacifist myself and i fin d it a very exciting 

concept but in a way that concept is reject~d on both sides , 

it ' s rejected by whites because you must not break the law 

- the nurr.ber of times ~{omans 13 is quoted as being what the 

Christian ' s duty to obey authoritv and to obey laws . 

On the other side it ' E rejPcted because blacks will 

say ''ie have tried non- violent means over a whole century of 

negotiatj.on and political protest . 

;fuich is very true in a lot of ways . I don ' t really 

- I ' m being realistic - believe that that kind of thinking is 

going to •.vin . I think v-1e ' re going to have to fight this war . 

But I ' m told that as a christi~n I have to be hopeful . One 

aJ 1·1ay s hopes . 

It v•as your archbishop of Canterbury , Ramsay , wh=n he 

came out here, with all t ose eyebrows going in all directions , 

he says as a c· ristian I have to believe in miracles , so one 

goes on hpping that there will be that miracle of non- violent 

coercion , but t don ' t realistic2lly think that it will hanpen 

- I think voJe ' re going to have to fight . 

I ~ean all the indications are there . They ' re now talking 
about, the rumours are that tnere will be conscription for 
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white wo!T'en , ':lhich could affect my younger daughter . 

There is increasing militarization of our society - you v,rant 

to look at our toyshops, :t ' . un~elievable the Christmaa 

gifts that are offered , arMoured t anks , camouflage uniforms , 

toy guns etc etc . 

i ... Yes , television I ' ve noticed . 

d ... Yes , very much so . And you ' ve probably noticed t he 

graphics behind newscasters . ~llenever t here ' s a report about 

disturbances you have t· is horrible broad shouldred menacing 

cro'.'lds bel:ind the newscaster ' s head , all done in graphics and 

therf- 1 S a real build-up , partly because our Iri~e Minister 

was the minister of Defence , he ' s very proud of the way he 

built up the arrry . 

That picture of him the other day when he was officially , 

the army paid tribute to him as rrinister of defence , a mas~ive 

narade , flypast etc etc . 

And that ' s where most whites are . md in response to 

that of course most blacks , even the middle - aged people , ~y 

contemporaries , particularly in the church who are real , t hey 

don ' t want to adrri t that violence ha.s to be used , but even 

they are sayino; that you canno t judge people who go and use 

violence, blacks who go and join the liberation rtrmy , because 

there is no other possible response to the kind of t hing yo u 

whites are saying about war . 

(side one ends) 


