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infgrvi#wer.. «es wWhat is your business at the moment?
/
B ds vell, it has steadily incr ed, at the moment we are

€ ?
dealing with a caseload that is usuvally normal for Jan & Feb
at the beginning of the year, when we have always accepted that
we have twice the amount or twice the number of people
coming and at the woment in November when we ought to be

1

quiet we have got what we had in Jan to cope with, which
.

is a real indicatéon of how things are worsening.
1ads Now this is in the widdle of a govt which claims to be
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reformdng (yes). Why is this caseload so bad, whykt are so

many people cowing to you for help?
on
Sees Because the reform consists of trying to confer/z =

certain limited grqup of black people the benefits of an

expandinz and booming

8=}

economy, but at the same time echudig7
the majority of people from rural areas from sharing in those
benefits, so that we have seen an increase in the penalkties
imposed on ﬂleg;l employment, an increase in the structures

ich are designed to keep people out of urban areas
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that at least 20% of the people wkﬂkore to us every day at
the moment are people who have jobs but are not allowed to
take thew, and where their emwployers would hAVE TAKEN THEM
anyway two years ago because they weren't worried about the
penalty the employer is now faced with a R500 fine.

So he can no longer afford to take somebody who cannot

(o}

be registered, so that one is sitting there with a crowd of

men and women who are in desperate need of employment because
they have dependants in rurdl areas and are not allowed to
work in the jobs that they have found.

Lo ads The govt claims that it is committed to reform and a

| as part of that pledge it is introducing new leghslation, some

"

which has already been published, particularly to do with

the rights of individuals to be in certzin areas at certain
times. What to you are the key features in that legislation?




O

1..'.

A
Ueas e

21p?
The first thing to unders

sophi

on the

sti

cated and extremely cle

The legislation is so tec

face of it so much mwore

N
o

{

ve on the people coming to
tand is that it is a very

ver design

.

hnical and so confused and

simple. Like the black

you

Community Dev Bill has nothing whatever to do with development
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the economy at all

'his hag always been the poli as far.as
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amilies not peoi
ilies, not peovple,
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houses... The waiting list goes back to 2969, there is no

with this at all, I wmean there
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In other urban areas there has been a greater improvement
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Soweto 1s really a very special place where half the population

is probably not listed on the officizl statistics.

effort to provide housing, wore successfully.
- - v
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There's also the whole electrification programme which

pal
|

of course is a great benefit to the white producer because
once people in Soweto have electricity they're gonna want
televisions, steam irons, electric stoves, washing machines
ete etec.

think it is very important to recognise that none
of thés is being given as a handout from whites to blacks,
none of this is being given as a recognition of an unjust

deprivation in the past.

The huge loan, 35 willion I think, raised for the

electrification of Sowetow has to be paid back. And govt
policy remains that black people must pay for their own

16 moment they're in a spiral of increasing
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having a flat rate for wate nd electricity you have a met

m

installed if you buy your house, and you pay per unit,.
And the glectricity charges are actually turning out
to be more than white people pay in a suburb like the one
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Hovs s Yes, the people have to repay these enormous loans
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that are as being a sign of progress, but in fact it's
really nothing to do with white Sins recognizing the rights of

in the economy. There is no proper planning,

there can't be because the whole system is design

d in FBurope

and the West - the poorest workers live nearest the eity

centre, nearest the industrial areas.

In this country the poorrest workers zre moved righ
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