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. T : 

~ . I 
JF · • • the reasons I'm sorry if I'm stratching •• is that one of the rea-

sons why you think its worth working in the white community , ah 

you know with ordinary people? 

ANS n!initely ja. Increasingly, ~nd ju t this last week urn in UDF in 

the .Wt.stern Cape t, ere were three areas ••• the lJDF is rorganised 

basic area committees and form part of larger regions which then 

form part of sort of provincial type structures . In the Western 

Cape provincial area there are three white area committees, ah , 

effectively white I mean coz they by and large organising white 

areas and urn , the ~o strongest ones are Cl~mont ~nd Observatory. 

Increasingly they've been looking •• in the course of ah, the first 

21 months or so of LDF's existence urn the role of activists 

in those area co mittees and I suppose they have something like 

60 all told pretty active members, but then our sort of wider 

membership stretching to about 200 or so people . 

but we ' ve been · ·working largely as a task force, not entirely but 

as a task force in the wider campaigns - I mean the signature cropaign 

the anti election campaign and so forth. Urn , working in the black 

areas or assisting black comrades in thar struggle . But now in 

this new phase of the struggle \•There a lot of emphasis is goin~ 

on rebuilding organisation in communities and developing locali\ed 

initiatives which would unite in various ways but where a lot of 

emphasis goes on house to house visiting and that ~d of thing . 

Clairmont and Observatory committees are very much addressing the 

issue . 

\'le held a workEiop and I think something like 80 people came to it 

· th wh.o'a f · ·"--,- f this past weekend address~ng e ~~ssuG o a ~ programme o 

action with regard to the v1hi te areas . And prior to t is works-'hop 

we've been looking at the._ ;·the history of the struggle in the white 

areas . We ' ve been looking at the Springbok Legion and the Torch 

Comm~ndos and so on that emerged out of servicemen , progressive 

servicemen after the second \o~orld watr. And their struggles again-

st what they saw as the development of Fascism in S . A. having 

fought Fascism in ~urope. They now saw the same thing emerging 

in S.A . 

So there are experiences of white struggle in the past and we've 

been considering those . Also the kind of failures of things like 

the Liberal Party, the role of 3lack Sash nd all those things . 

~e have talked through quite intensely with a view to understanding 
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ANS better how to work in white areas . 

':lha t' s been extremely interesting is that its now we ' ve act-

ually been holding mass rallies, meetings , t~~~Q-~ublic meetings 

for the first time in white communities for 25 years and there've... 

been about eight such public eetings. !·~""ny of them held in ~ 

Clair~ont civichall, others held in Observatory in a church hall 

here and with ••• we started off getting abou t f~ hundred people 

to our surprise, mostly white . .Je nov1 are somewhat blase if we 

only draw about two thousand~ople to such meetings in Clairmont 

civic . So that ••• these tend to be a range of people; some are 

students , but a lot of the audience tends to be 30 years old prof

essionals~ young lawyers, teachers, nurses , that kind of 
0
rouping 

who are not necessarily activ:iS:s in DF ranks, but are coming to 

~ur meetings and are beinL reached through newsletters and things 

like that . 

Urn , within our area com,nittees, Clairmonts and ubservatory 's, spe

cifically , we ' re finding that we ' re not just getting people coming 

out of universities , which is interesting and important, ah~ \'le 

haven ' t really got \'IOrking class whites. 'l'here are one or "00, I 

know scattered around S . A. who are coming to UDF rank5 and there ' s 
wh"•t-cz... 

a fitter and turner in P .E. v1ho ' s dragged up as one au then tic ,.. work-

ing class pers n around . • •• you did right . 

1m but we ' ve got nurses, and ah , people \·Tho \-le think are office 

v10rkers , typists and estate agents and things like that which ••• 

represents auite a change from ~ time . Loth i~erms of quantmty 

but also one featurinG different kinds of sectors now as well . Its 

not just that urn liberal professionals , student groupings although 

it tends still to be that . 

JF Urn , just because its happening its kind of nice not to have this 

iss~e discussed in a vacuum I mean I may be pushing things but 

just I 'm interested in that kind of po tential for out reaching 

possibly how it might have tied into you ex.erience or maybe coming 

out of prison; the new era you've found . I mean what did you find? 

Are there a lot of issues to handle like why you '-1/ork with \'lhi tes? 

I mean Lewis yeoterday felt the thing was redundant with the ~FP 

you know which well could be addressed . So , maybe I haven ' t phrased 

the question but I mean (yes , why •• ) linking it possibly to when 

you went in and how marvelly you were about the phenomenon of 

John ~" thews and why you think that there more •••• why generally 

there were more v1hi tesinn. that 1-'roto type of left intellectual , 

73 



Interview with Jeremy Cronin 74 Page 3 

JF or else just in getting ah why work with a larger whi t e population. 

but again let rre locate it so it co mes out of what you 're saying, 

otherwise •••• 

ANS 0k , I think I could do that . I think there are a whole lot of 

factors now which ••• ~re beco~ing increasingly important in order 

to make work in the white &reas significant . I menn the old argue 

ment and perhaps I used to propound WQs that if one does try to 

work in the white areas one's trying to disorganise whites. Basically 

demoralise them or get them not to be such firm supporters of the 

white laa ger and that was it . 

Urn , but I must say that experience ••• ! tended to hold onto that view 

somewhat even a fter getting out of prison feeling that one could 

cer tainly win over i ndividuals and see myself as an ex,mple of tha t 

but tnat see~ed to be pretty much the horizon of possibilities. But 

I 've certainly changed my views in that respect quite a lot , urn , 

through experieace over the last ••• period since being out . I think 

there a re a number of f ac tors which make it possible . 

Its t rue that perhaps some of that work is going to be disorganising 

work •••• at the very least one ' s got to make people less r~bid followers 

and less rabid believers of the official line . 

But firstly ence 1976 since the probably, ah , since the fall of colo

nialism to the north of S.A. urn , whites have become much less s~

~~' much more quer~ing , not all of them though but a lot more 

have become that, urn , a lot more a~are tha t the golden life cannot 
. ( become suddenlY continue for all t~me ••• JF because why . "' aware •• r) \,ell, there ' s 

aJ 
a kind of fa~ism almost which sees this ine ?capable/inexplicable 

march southwa rds type whatever •• ! would call it liberation forces , 

they might call it other things . Urn , a nd this was often a variety 

of attitudes : the one is a kind •• which have been around a long time 

but which has surfaced very strongly since ' 76 sort of , the bar-

b•rians a re coming which I talked ouite a bit about in that addr ess 

to .its ••• the academic freedom one . But that ' s prob~bly still the 

dominant mood in white literature, ~nglish and 'frikaans language . 

That •• itsan attitude which urn , h~s it both ways in a sense . Its 

frightened , scared, of the fut1lre ; scores points atr the current 

white situation; it has a rather cynical attitude towards it and 

in black tornadoes , or the black flood or whatever as a ••• 

its making like a solution to •• resolution to proposit your often 
/ivmg 

personal problems - ah that sort of oedipal hangups of somebodyAin 

~ white suburb or irritations of someone not getting promotion in 
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ANS the ecaderny or lniversiti~s or what ever. nt never mind the u~ , 

barbarians are coming and they're going to knock down this white 

sr.mg world . 

Now that$ a very prevalent attitude that indic~tes the kind of 

growing sense of foreboding and so forth in the white community. 

That •• its a f airly • • it ~h , masque r a des often as being a fairly prog

ressive attitude . Its certainly better than a rabid r acism or smug

ness u , but its not ~uch better t han that: it perpet~ates the whole 

coloi'JiO\l . myth th~t basically the blacks a re barbarians . 

Its a hellova insult to the democratic , politica l traditions which 

go back a long way -to at least 1912 in S . A. But also its very 

disalien with regard to white s, I ~ean how do you stand shoulder to 

shoulder with some kind of natural catechism which is about ••• ! mean 

it doesn't really .·enable you to ••• ah but that for the moment pro-

b~bly characterises the •• certainly the literature takes that kind 

of attitude , thinking •• 

Ok , but ah , it doES reflect a wider malaise and despair ah , which 

doesn ' t mean one can t a lk into that and actually org0nise whites in 

a much more positive direction. Coupled with other things, I mean 

whites by and large clearly have a good life and so on in S . A. as 

a result of the oppression of the majority . Urn , but the econommic 

crisis is hitting them to an extent , but more s i gnificantly urn , the 

gr owing militirisation of the society , the wars being fought in 

Namibia and into hngola and so forth don't appear to be ending. 

internal 
The attempted solutions have ~en .to .thencrisis not workinr and 

there ' s • • in rr.any ways whites are beginning to catch on the rebound 

some of t he effects of t hei r re o~pression that they impose 

on blacks . Above al l in the area of conscription and its interesting 

that the End ~onscription campaign has made huge strides in the 

s hort period of its existence . Ah , clearly indicating that ones 

now beginning to convert whites to an al terna ti ve picture . l'1ot 

only through mor al and intellectu~l convers ions , al tinugh clearly 

I rt of ~.CC are doin~ that a r rea t deal but , also becalse they ' re 

actually feeling it now . 

,/hi tes don ' t actually \eke up in the morning and wonder where , by and 

large , v1here the next five cent p iece is going to come fron in order 

to pay for bread or mi lk or whatever. That ' s how many , many 

millions of blacks get dr awn into the str uggle, through basic things 

of that kind. But even in a small way now one is seeing • • the qua

lity of l ife ironically being a ffected by the priveleges which they 
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ANS a re being compelled b defend and which will ••• its a price of 

defending that thats getting high . ?hat ' s an interesting develop

ment which makes new possibilities . 

Then the ~ hole other a rea which I think is an importa nt one is 

tha t um , a lot of .,.,.hi tes 'vJho ' ve been you kno\.,r , not r abid r a cists 

have found s ome kind of political home in parties like the PFP , 

Pngre s sive larty a nd so on and the reform measures in many ways 

tha t new so call ed t ricameral parliament has in many ways debas ed 

the cha racter of that so called official opposition, or r a ther the 

. regr essive ~arty ••• ah PFP. The larliament itself is one ••• a much 

~ore too thless ent ity than its worth,than it was as ~ re sul t of 

the growing ffiilita risa tion , increase of executive presiden t power 

politics that reva ils now . 

ut a l s o because PFP has been diluted . Its e ffectivity within 

parliament has been diluted by the existence of other so called 

oppos ition parties . !' 1ny FPs now , because of you know , the total 

urn , the f ac t that the tricameral parliament enjoys no legi timacy 

what so ever in t he bla ck communities •• um there a re VPs in parlia 

ment who a re thPre with 43 vo tes, others have been nominated etc . 
. parli ament . So the whole th1ng has become , I mean , ~tor wfi1tes has always been 

quite an important thing and um , el though yo~ can never speak of 

hdving had a parliamentary democracy in u . A. across the board 

within the \oJhi te community itself there ' s alway been some tiling of 

a parliament a ry democracy . We ' ve been •• had alections in the 

white c ommunity. _nere have been real debates within the parameters 

o f whi te interests . Urn there ' s been an oppos ition press within 

the par ame ters of white politic s and so on. 

So that the c ompetition for parli amen t was reverely ••• I mean the 

horizons of that thing was severely limited to say the least 

but it was a real competition •• and a really sort of parliamentary 

politics orerating within those strict bounds . And increasingly 

t hose things have yo know , become less significant as a result of 

a variety of dynamics . I think that again makes a possibility 

and one~ ac t ually seen that in pr ac tice . 

'rhere a re numbers of yo1th involved in ••• I FP. PFP Youth organi

sations of various kinds who have c ome now into UDF circlee ln 
' 

the course of t he sort of drying up of the s i gnificance of that . 

So all of those f a ctors make it possible now to work in •• a meaning

ful \oray •••• 
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JF In a way that this didn't exist when you went in~ 

ANS Ja . 

JF And 'm , ok. And do you feel like ther e are s uccesses and you don ' t 

feel like its a drop in a bucket? 

NAS Urn , you know , l'ao 'l'se Tung said that the long march begins with 

t he first step. And urn , obviously you know one is making an error 

if you think you ' re oing on u lonr march when in f a ct t here aren ' t 

possibili ties and \·Tha t I ' ve been trying to say is that I think 

that these are s~allish beginnings . And I really don • t •••• think 

tha t }erhaps the majo r reasons , a ll the things we ' ve been talking 

about •• . has been the growing opposition of the ma jority of people 

in S . A. 

\le ' ve talked about par l ia ment , we ' ve talked a bou t the militarisa

tion of our society , all those sorts o f t hings but o f course a l l 

that needs to be seen in the context of something else which is 

the increasing opposition of black people : increasing organisa

tion , militancy and s o forth . Tha t ' s the prime thing that has 

caused all of these other thingsfactor s which then makes recruiting 

of whites into a wider structure more po s s ible ; into a wide r 

str uggle more possible , 

And as that major thing i ncrease s as I think it will then the possi

bili t ies of work in the white communities will a lso increase . 

Ri ght . But I think that one •• I ~ean , in saying that it is importa nt 

wo r k to be done , I clearly wo uldn ' t wan t to be mi sconstr ued as 

sayin~ that ' s t he priority. Lm , organising the working class and 

organising the black oppressed rra joriti es clearly mus t be wher e 

the emphasis mus t lie . 

JF How do you a ns vrer the k ind of respase that Lewis gave me y e s terday 

that you know , t hat its a ll fine and he thinks that t he PFP is 

doing a nice job andi n this a rea . I ~ean he kept tikin~ abou t 

the PFP. urn , ~i th the ultimate factor t ha t ' s go ing to move whites 

is when ther pocket book s tarts pinching and whe n they Pee that 

you know t ha t t he struggles of the working class succeeding and 

my question then was what does tha t say about the f uture of S . A. ? 

You ge t this cow<a-d you know , minority that ' s jus t thrust if not 
. ( . ) . prettv uncomfortable 1nto the sea bu t somewhere r 1ght 1n aApos1 t1on - 1 me·n how does 

th t talk a bout building no n r a cialism and I guess his answe r was 
well , vre ' ll sort it ou t when hit happens , but you knovr these guys 
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J F ~ust b e the vanguard of the struggle dada da da. I don ' t know 

what that means about his position or your position, Helen Susman ' s 

or PW Bathes's position. What I ••• can you answer that ? 

ANS Well , I mean I sort of feel at a theoretical level I find it ironic 

that people who often ace 1se those of us vtho see the national 

democratic struggle bein~ the major content of the present phase 

ah , but at the same time would like to see a socialist solution 

to our •• to the •• ah , the socialist development of our cou ntry and 

see the working clase as important we get accused of saying that 

there •• we have a two stage theory in the str4Ele . Tha t first we 

talk about national derocratic struggle
1 
let~ not even think about 

socialism a t this point , only to consider it at a later ~oment . 

"'ter Ah now , you know those things are very dialectically related . One 
A 

must , I think that the major um mobilising factor in S.A . currently 

is the question of national , racial oppression. But at the same 

time in organi sing people around that issue , mobilis i ng them and 

so forth , around issues of the pass laws , forced removals , high 

rents , Bantu education , education , those issues which effect 

black com~unities very strongly . Working class but also other 

blacks a s well . In mobilis ing and organising in the first instance 

around t hose things with a ers1ective of a national der.ocratic 

transformation of cur society doesn't rr:ean to say that one doesn't 

talk about social~m at this ~resent or doesn ' t see the mobilising 

a nd organising of the working class as particularly important \vi th 

in the struggle for national democratic revolution because real 

mass liberation and real democracy in 3 . A. a re only r oing to be 

possible if things are le;id primarily , the struggle is le~d pri

marily by the working class . And if a sort of working class perspec

tive is imposed upon that struggle then things are interrelated. 

t~in a similar kind of way I would say urn , in looking at whites 

the same thing you see , is said . That idea that we address oues

tions when they come up o r later ah
1 
is to have a very two st,c.ge 

apvroa ch to the str uggle , ah a very mechanistic idea of how struggle 

is waged . Um , •• 

JF ~ho says we ' ll address it later. 

ANS \vell , you were quoting Lewis , you were saying you know we ' 11 think 

about it l ate r . t ow you see of course we ' re:g~w talking about 

the relation of the national denocr~tic str uggle to socialsim , we 

are talk ing about the question of the whites to the struggle . Um , 
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ANS Urn , I think that~ equally a very me cha nical attitude towards str uggle 

The •• I would say that obviously one's go t a p rioritise pnd in so far 

as what has been said is that our priority is certainly not white 

sector . I would agree to that . But if one it saying there should 

be no work or one should not really think or strategise around the 

i ssue of v1hi tes in S . A. at the moment urn , then in the first instance 

I would say that you ' re , it' not as though you c: re going to first 

resolve the probl em and then you can •• uh the major problem and then 

we can address whites . Jhites are part and parcel of the ~ajor 

problem and to str ategise and develop organisat ion , t~ctics and so 

on a round the issue of the white comrr.unity is to begin to advance 

the resolution of the problem. 

It's not as though you can forget about that issue . Ah , perhaps 

you can but I don't see that as actually speeding up the t:rocess 

of liberation. One h~s to struggle on all fronts , clearly priori

tieing and part of strategising is working out where how to priori

tise better . 

And I would say at this s tage its not as thoug~ urn, I mean increa-

1 h h . t I, . Lewis s ng y one as to make w ~ e s aware that . • d c:t;gre&w•~ A so far as he 1 s 

saying that probably the majority of whites a ren't going to ch~ge 

until they ' re hit in the pocket books . But urn , in so far as one 

can begin to win over whites then one does that . And I really do 

think that is possible, shoHing that in practice currently . 

JF And what about it's just not cost time effective that if its that 

one Jere~y Cronin is all you've got m offer the~ should throw ,. 
it all into the working class and not waste your time at meetings 

in Cbservatory ·. 

ANS Well , urn , I wouldn ' t like to personalise it like that but (any 

persons shouldrlt spend their time~they couldn't have anything 

to offer more to the working cl ss, I guess) Well, I think that's 

all right. First of all the point you were making earlier about •• 

I see obviously one must ••• use this •• first of al l be guided by 

mass organisations and by the people themselves and if urn , blacks 

feel tha t you had a role to play in assisting them in the organi-

S" t ion and so forth then you do what you can. Bu t black organisers) 

bl< ck workers in a variety of areas are so n'uch better equipped in 

rincipal to lead trade unions, to work in civics and so forth . 

Clearly there a re so~etines intellectual skills that they have been 

deprived of bc.t our tcac ~s intellectuals in the st r uggle or what

ever 
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ANS ever, is to very rapidly ensure that peopl e who have a much better 

understanding than ~e can possibly begin to have , \~O speak the 

local languages and so forth that increasingly they . ·;aquire those 

... kills nd we phase ourselves out as much as possible and as rapidl y 

as pos ible fro~ key positions in organisations . And one of our 

major tasks is building up African , black and workinr class leader

ship in all our structures and all our organisations . 

li0\'1 that might be ••• mean. \'tork by vrhi te s like myself to ensure that 
... t-o 

we doAphase yourself out by actually doing active work in those 

areas. But we ' re talking about hundreds and hundres of whites , I mean 

around S . A. there are probably several thousand who in varying 

degrees have committed themselves to the struggle and they ' ve •• many 

of them are '\'/Orking in the black areas and so forth . But many 

don ' t have that pos ibili ty '\'/Ould like to characteristically \'rhi tes 

much prefer working at Cr ossr oads whatever , to •• in the white 

community - the \'IOrk is harder the r e, less a ttrac:tive , less romantic 

or whatever, ( w'hy do ••• )in the \;hi te areas , in ~orne Benses clearly. 

But growing numbers of these people realiBe the need to do that 

and want to do that work . Its not a question of saying no , hang 

on , you must go and work in trade unions and in fact there isn ' t 

spree for then in trade unions and they ' re very keen to do that 

work - to do house to house ~ork in the white areas and so forth . 

And I think that urn , they 're proving in practice that its poss

ible to do that . 

JF Just maybe to close off this v1hole ••• these kinds of debates , 

or issues is the LDF moving towards aEentially socialism , Is 

there a hijacking by bourg¢ois elements and is there debates 

between those groups? I mean do you actually have peopl e of differ

ent campsi And then to pull ~ck, I mean is this just a little 

thing roing on between a couple of schools of academics and a few 

white university centres on a very , very int~ectualised level -

I mean ultimately do you think when the history of the stru,.gle ' s 

written there's gonna be ah , even a footnote about the great 

debate about bargeois elements in the popular democratic strugg~? 

I mean how do you , you feel any sense of how you see it having a 

bit of ~loner history. .I ' d like to locate ••• 

ANS Urn , I think perhaps one couldn ' t be quite as dismissive as you ' re 

sugge~ting one ~ight be in regard to the debate . I ••• think its 

an important debate to conduct . I think that um ••• first of all 
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ANS UDF is not a socialist front . Its a front of organisations. 

Some of our org~nisations' affiliates have va rying degrees socialist 

progra~rnes . ~he ~ace for , I mean the legal space for artic~lating 

socialism as a progr~mrne i s not very clea r to anyone, whether one 

can ret away with it and how lons and s o forth i s not so clear. 

Ok , s o that will be the first thing . So that agreed, uDF is not a 

smcialist front . Its a front of •••• its a broad front . 

But many, many of the activists in our affiliates and in LDF itself 

a re • • \'IOUld certainly re gard themselves a s socialist and I think 

that urn , apart from the tr•de unions in S . ~ . some of whom are 

affiliates , othe rs a re no t ah ••• The one area in which mass organi

sation and mass mobilisation has been occuring has been under , apart 

from unions , has been under the broad aegis of LDF and I would say 

that its the task of people with a socialist rerspective to throw 

themselves into organisations, into the struggle u nder the umbrella 

of the UDF. 

Because if one is serious about socialism t hen one unde r s tands that 

socialism is not a theory that ge t s honed in seminar sesaions a~ 

on campuses but it is sometring that is going to be won in str u ggle 

through the mobilisa ti n of millions of people . I think Lenin 

- I don ' t know if I should quote him - said that politics begins 

when we t alk about millions of people urn a nd that applies clearly 

to the question of s cia lism. 

In the first i ns t ance I was immobilising the uorking class but 

not jus t the working class - nowhere in the world has socialism 

been won without a l so winning over to the side of the working class 

broad strata , middle strata of a ll kinds and inS . ~ . given the 

nature o f national oppress ion it is inde ed poss ible t o win over 

into the str~ggle you know , in a lliance with the working class , 

broad strata, rarticula rly of the black oppressed and the middle 

you know , strata - teachers , nurses and so fortn. 

Now, I think that •• that the struggle to develop a socialist under

standing or persrective of our strnggle in ;;, • • that •• that needs 

to be wage d not on the ,peri phery , you know with a safe critical 

distqnce urn , from the campuses or \!hateve r , but needs if you a re 

serious about socialiGm , then they snould be involved in mass 

struggle and they should be bri~ng thos e perspectives to bear from 

withinside organisation and s o on. 

And as for talk about bou r geois , petty bourgeois lea de r shi p of say 

the UDF urn , I think that urn that is clearly \-lhether ones •• • •• 
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A and that is not just if one looks at the unions too. 

There's always the danger if one looks at white middle 

class intellectualls will come to play a leading role. 

Q But where •• you s a id also 

End of tape. 


