
THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN OUR STRUGGLE 

Comrades, 1 greet yod all in the name of the Progressive Movement 
. . .. , . . ; 
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and i "ts bapj._s�4:t_r-barm��, e�i�E:d -�:nd lm�riso_pe!d le,�dership. . l'!. 

:�..rna ndJLa ! 
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Our task he:ng , .. is t.P. loo�. C! t ��: .ri�ie .. the yout11;. sh�uld pl��··:ui.: �'11.1:! • 
J 

·-:· 
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. .. . ,:. 

struggle for libera;t:i:nn. ·You will; .immediat-ely · :::s;eaUse from. ;tb.:-e ... 
•• • I • ,. 4 •.J , • , 

topic, how much involved and broad the paper �s going to be. In 
fact, it ls anJ::ifortQ'I.£!l: td be· give�- th._e tas�:�i9-. WJ:ti te. a paper of ._thl.� ,-··· � . . i 

rna gni tude; t·o ·sta:t;l.d' :�n;· fr<im. t: :xtf" th.e,:r.:JJr�&lmi ·:a.Udi .. pJ;i.de a.f our c oun t:�y 
and r.ea:'d:: Et. 'bef·or�·: 'this' Y'o\!l.th:f;-ul:· al!ldn:11�HH}e·c:ta q_�§,r�u.die_nce . 

. · ' 
• t 

.vs .. ... , ·. l ·;: . . . 

I sincBrely -:Pel.:i;ey�r that frqrn�,this i,myort�t gathering of youth. from" ... 
all corners Pt.I : :.�f>.H� A.fr.ic� ·, ;_e ,are .a'ii go in€ ·t; benefit r::u:o:�; tl1e :· j 

resourcefuJi.;,expe4t'j.ence of comJ;aP.es from different. places� It {3 r !. · 

... ''\ .. J . . t • • ,'f,' . • 

true that we YOWllfrP�ople ae. ev.er thirs�y a1illd y;_�a-rning to learri. ·: · 
. 

>, 1. . . . . . ' •; j . Our progressive pos0l of knowledge is perpetually overflowing�· a'nd . .. ; . '''( . . . .... . . ; ... 

as long as it remains full the cad�es shall - �uench their thirst . 
:'� � ! . . ·' 

Our. paper -l-.s not. a. lect"'ilre· on the role of the youth ·i:n our· struggle, 
� J . • ' ... J ,,;r· i-ri·�·f"r�j 

i.t merel.y ser-v;es to uitr-o'd.uce the topic for di.scussi:on by all,i<Yo�rades. 
- - . . . ' . ; :;; .. : ' ... ., 

, 
1 I • �· � f �)'1 , 

. 
• . . . �. i " . . . . In o:z:de_r to ·understc311d 6ut'1 role in ·the str,ggle-,, we ·shall first. L.ave 

:! • ' . ; . .. • �,-. I � ' ' . . ' to un��rstand ·the society we l'ive in. Our· society shall. be .dealt wi::th 
at. two levels : · · 

.. :.�' r· · 
:•. : 

�'j 
b) 

First.ly' 's'ociety in its universal 'Seitsie' i:.-e. gen:epally. l 

ancl.�secondly, wi'th: re.gard to ortr p:�rt'i1cul'ar si tuat1:-on ·in Sou:c,h 

,, ;i. -� . ' '� 

So� tet; .is a ·g�o�p of pe�fe �ith certAin 'cult.'tiral·1�d i!Jbc�al' ; . 

pract{2� ·s engaged ' 'in the. m1�t impi:h·\.ant· adtiv.tti of"prb'duct.ion .. · We · .. 

are s�ying 1 tWat. th:e ·most. imr:Prot:ant a'c·t-rvruy wt. jsociety .is involvei.l 
in, is the) a'&tivi t.y o.f product-ian. Twcr �.uestions; immediately 3r.i�?e � 
a) ·What ''is production? '"' 
b) why -i� 'this production the most imi;JOrtanit ��cti vi ty in socie t·_y;J, . 

Our r�'�po�se. to the· first question .is that: ·prodirction is the. proo_�iit_S, 
or activity of .

labour or work through which -���people acq�ire +:heir 
�a s�c ne'eds� :By basic- needs . we· mean food' clothing; and 's�eJ,.:t�r � ' �l 

This process . • . • • 

. ;. 

,• . .. ' 



- - w . --- --�--�-- -- .. �--.... -·---·--·-----h ... _.,. __ -.. -... 

This process of. .J,abo:u.r takes place in the factory, big farms, mines, giant indW3tries 
_. ' •  ;,JI 

ans so on. Not all members of the seciety are involved' in the di.I-ect process' of 
work, but however, the majority of the working people is. Only a minute section 
is totally �nvolved ?-nd dors _ _  not p��ic,ipate in order to create the needs of 
society. Therefore this activity' of work which is meant to create· food tc eat·, 
clothes to ptit on arid shelter. or houses to live in is referred to· as'Production� , t· 

In �esponse to our1 s�cond· qiieati.on, we already see how important this proces& of 
labour �s to so�iety. In1fact

·
-·society cannot' exist withbut "this process of·mak!.ng 

its own rowans of 'sub�.:l.s�ence. . :Production is cbnipattblewi th 3bcie.ty and indespensable 
if society is to main�ain �tself and further develop. There is no machine that c an 

• 'I • . • : ,j � .: l�; 1 ,; . • !... 1 'I • • 
operate without energy, a car needs petrol as a source of energy to move· and big 
mach:jnes in industry ne�d_electricfty whlch is convert�d -

t'o utalisable forms of 
energy �n order to perform their task. Similarly, for �oci�ty t-1 be sustained a.rtd 
maintained, prpduction of th� essentials of life is indespertsable. That is why this 

' ,.. 1 . 

activity is th,.� P?�t important in our lives. 

Our· gocietyde, :not forJ!leS of individuals who merely interact with each other. It 
ia a society, of peopl� .wJ:lo form c�rtqin mutual relationships with each ether, and 

. '· .. . . 

this relationship is referred to as social relations or relations of productiorl. 
These relations are just not ·simple relations between people and nbjects, but t�ey 
are relations between people themselves.in their productive activity. Certain 
definite associations are formed among those who work, that is those who participate 
directly in the prGductive activity. As working people, �hey form work�ng relations, 
and it is these relations that classify them a s a �oup q£_ its own, a force ,in 
itself. This group is in the majority and is referred to as the urking ?lass. 

These are notikR the only relations which are formed around production. Other r8l­
ations are formed wl'th a minu�� section of our �ciet�,. ._.These �e the relat�ops 
between peOple. who work i.e._: those previ•usly refereed to as_ ,the working cla.S.s and 

. 
those who do not .. participate in production. This minority of individuals which 
does not engage itself in the process of laboUl', is referred to as the Capitalist 
class or Bourgeoisie. Their only role is to on the factories, big industries, the 
mines, big farms and so on. They decide by themselves how production which has been 
cretaed by the labour ofthe working class should be controlled and distributed. 

>/Jt 
At this stage, we realise that tha major disease of this social patd.ent is mth.::: 
division into two main classes, those who HAVE and the HAVE-NOTS, i.e. the CapHalist 
and the Workers respectively. 

These relations • • •  



These elations of rpoduction bring us to another stepv that together with the 

force of r;Jdu�tion ( which
.

are represented by the working class ) form a particu­

lar rr: · Le of production. By this mode of production we refer to the social system 

or sc �al ord.er. In this case our operative sociz.l system is Capitalism. Capitalism 

}OX0D Jrovidas for the exploitation of the massi· e and nUmerous labour force of 

work€ 3 which is in the service of t� bourgeosih It is a system whereby man 

explc · cs mar - in this way few people become ric�1er and richer while the majority 

of tl p�ople in S0i: society are subjected to poverty, disease and suffering. 

This ' the first level of our understanding of :wciety and it is important f6:t all 

of m co lec.rm and understand it so as to be abl) to address ourselves to the 

sec01 level of our particular situation in Sout1 Africa. Now the q_uestion to ask 

is h< de we see ourselves as responding· to this social di'sease 1 i.e. the �ig 

divi� Jn of society into two conflicting classes? 

SecoJ ly, wLat role can we as the youth play in ::Jrder to cure society of this 

seri s dt!.s<,ase? 

We h: e got to e§nsistently td-. develop the political understanding, the level 

of o; cadx·"s so that our position as a class 1 should be indentified and our role 

in ti s society should be clear. Practically we should have to work with our own 

gras 
.'lo.� 

roots organisations like the Civic Associations 9 Trade Union Movement, .�� 

Stud ·.t Org:misations and so on. The ,, advantagE. of this practical involvement is 

that .t enh�nces and heightens our own political consciousness1 There is definitely 

goin to be danger· if our theory .li."-: :i:io:;"·....:.t is not going to be put into practice­

for teary without practice is sterile and prac ice without theory i� blind. 

Comi ; to o:rr own South .African situation we fi!id the same contradiction prevalent 

i.e. ;hat conflict bet·ween the warring classes 9 Capitalist and \'!orkers, However the 

onl;y )ercuJiari ty with te h South _;frican si tuab.on is that the fundamental contra-' 

diet ms ir our country are clouded by the 1\par·�heid system. Capitalism manifests 

itSE ' in ihe form of Race. It provides for the d.ivision of the Working class a.lo ng 

racj barriers, the white working class on the one hand and the black working class 

ontl othel • This imperialist strategy of co-c)tion of a section of the working 

elm is net a nevi phenomenon 9 in Nnrthern Ire 1-:tnd the workers are divided. along 

reL ious 2.ines, the Roman Catholics on the i one hand ± and the proi�etents who 

enj< all J,oli tical, economic 9 social 1 cultural priveleges c:md so on, while the 

ind. enous people of Catholic religion are made pariahs in the coru1try of their 

bir· 



4. 
·::r . . �- .: .... � .• . , .;. - , ·t . ··! -� • ·i ... . . ., . - . 

�e-��t ·pr�vel�e� .Jil� the -�bulk of the{ workihg 'force'\f'uil:y'�:maentify with the 
the�: expl�·it��s-· �d- oppre�so�'s 6if.th� major it�·., This shc:ruld·'ribil' hb.Jev�r'�iteMok 

,f�� �th,;t in ·
·
?�v� bee�: ��ht' oie'r! '-t�� �hi'te wo:rkers1 :ar� uri' agal�t·:",their own T.8L 

1�� ·t·e�m int
.
ere �·ts·." · "' 

· ·.;- · 1 · 
· " ; �- · ':1 _,, • - :::·: 

-
: :.. r::l. .!· 

;1 _ • �-.. 

- . . . � . ' J . "' . '· 
.
,. .. _� : ;""t ; i·.n: � .... \ - "''' '<-·.:c-.: 

1 ,1 f't �1'" • ' ; ' , p- ' '  •' • j • ,  . , . ; • , 

So Caitalism im South. 'Afric·a, thXives· "on·the b·�ks o'f tHe"bhe�p'·end·imasstve 'Bleck./ "..{ : . ,..,. ·· � · . I · · . 

l�b;� · 
force' wh�re'· su�r· ��ploitr�tiori takes· 'place. 'sc'm� schooleFof 'th·ought·- , .. 

• . ,. -·� • i...' . .I. . .. •. _f·. • .,. . •. . . . �' u ca.rmot however see beyond the bo'unds of race' ··t6 them race: is' fhe clas13. d�termini ng 
II 

��t.or . •  �is �s �other factor which we as youth must address ourselves to. If 
racial r��pital'ism -��- ci��d· �d .blind �fu;: �a1ysf�- of;_:our 'society:we live in, then 

• • 
·
·
._'!" L : : .::;·1:� • . ... I• • .. • • •• • • : . " •· · • 

snall.fa�l
. 

in our E7ttempt to understand the main·cotlflict· that'goes dn ifi our 
'J''' !. ! ,_. · ..... ·_I ..•. �·:·.[ ��· � 

' . . .1 � • .. • 

l·.: 

! •• f,; -:.� 

: 
. · . _ _  . . . .. � r- . -� . . . . . . 

Howev�r, _the fa.c:t that "there are Indiane, Africa.ns �·Coloureds and Whites in out'�;: 
count;;. --is a self evid��t and �den.i�bil reaiity. - · rt is is a reality precisely ! 

because each of these national groups has its own roots and heritage·and are main­
tai�Ji in dmffer_�ng condi tons of reality by the oppressive and exploitative sys·:em. 
Altho�� Afri��� -�-1 ��,1� and ;c61b�ed·.;are ·�n· ;vf�ms of theL ·oppression and . . ' . . .. ·; . ·: ll.' �- . . . . .. ·. . ; . ; . ' . 
exploitation the different conditiori.S applicable to 'each group -c'amiot ·be ignored'•, 

: 
- . . . . . 

QVr �ask is. to qeighten the positi�e '·f-eatures of each ri.atforta:l group and ·to weld 
the�e. together �-0

-
th�t

. 

the:r;e �i�es- ' out ;,of this 
.. 
'prodess o:f this organisat-ion si:Jgle 

. . . . - . ) . . . . . :. . 
; 

... :\ nat�onal consciousness." · 

·
.�· - r. 

The state thro�h its system of Apartll�:id-im��� ;i.it' difficult for a common natio:.1al 
� : 

. • '!. _. : : • : •. �· - ,. . ' � consciousness to be achieved. The Group Areas act forces the different national -' 
.grou�s apart, giv�_I_l_

this situation : 
·�.a· How do we as youth ?o�tribute i n the achievement·of·a single'1nat'ional 

'i ' - • 

consciousness in our coun�ry? 
. . b. How do w� see joint campaigns 9 Joint workshdlps, ·joint cultural B.ncf ·s'ocail 

J. • • 

, . . ' 

act�v�ties assisting toward_s the achievement · of this objective? 
c. Ha�e

- J� as
. 

the proB-ressive
. 
youth

_ m�vemem_t
: tho�ht seri�usly of strenghtening 

the non-racial. sports·· groups in the coimtry 9 are we in fact able to· lndentify 
them? 

d. • .j; 

H�ve we ever given 
I 

• ;��:;��''i l 

to qestroy xxxiMHX 

of divide and rule? 

At this Stage . .. 

serious thought to concrete tactics which may be employed· ... : 
barrie�s cr_eated.·" by the system in futherertce of its policy 

"i_• 

'. 
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At this saage I would like us to focus at the youth. To x try to understand what 
we understand by the word youth. When we look at nature and et� it closely . . 
we observe that a raw fruit before'· it matilres has a given colour, Eind that· a calyx 
the outside ciXcle of the";'fib�e r· is green, this' is the phase before the flower 
blossoms. ' • d .. •.,. I 

• . ' . l ' '-1"-• 
The i'esson we draw from nature through the colour· greem isthat is repres�nts the 
stage of immaturity and unripeness. We as youth too ca'nno't claim at this s·tage of 

.our political development that we have reached the peak of p&litical understandin g. 
Our task .. with. reaird t'c fthi.s is. acquiring p6ii tfcal· direction and work towards�"dev-
loping our political understanding, by working within the progressive movement • 

. - ; "." f ' •. . . . :-+' • . 
·t 

c . .. 

Fa:rlihermore when we refer. to' J)buth t .do w�f mean a bra.ad spectrum of youth lin the· \ 

country or a particular section? By youth we are actually ref'errii1g to all you...'lg 
pe�ple irrespective of the fact that they may be students, workers, unemployed' 
young people t a.nd."''so on - all !these form a brdad:' spectrum; or' our youth. 'f.oJ) 

Problems faced by our yout:tf: · • .  !!' ';.. : i. 
a. Separate amenities act - Budget does not ensure the harmonious social and 

cultural development of the entire youth in S.A., so as to enable the yotuh 
to take its rightful place alongside the other youth internationally. 

b. The education system, irrespective of which department it belongs to it 
serves to promote big business and to promote individual interest as well. 

"In a recent speech Samora Machel stressed the role of education as a vital part 
of the continuing revolution in M�zambique in which the svhool was to be viewed 
as a base from which the people will cease power and from where the last remnants 
of colonialism and capitalism are to be exterpated and from where the new man, ,,_':·i't.�' :· 

.

... 
' 

• 

the homen-novo' is to ER emerge. " . •. a 
In his address to students Machel said "Your first duty is to study in order to ·� �: 
better serve the people and not to use your knowledge for your personal benefit 
and against the �e:' peoples interests. You are in school to accomplish a task 
that the people have entrusted you with, and their sacrifices have not been macle 
in order to allow you to fulfil your individual desires." 

In addressing ourselves to the aspect of organising the youth we g have to foc:�s 
both the individual youth and existing youth structu±es. What do we observe as 
the objective reality on the individual youth front? 
We observe that : 
a. The youth has diverse interests millitating against ±ke:m its 1om# term interests, 

and harmful to them. 



L 
6, 

1. · .. Imperialint strategy -, Hip:ei�, American, Lumpen, Yanks. - ; ::t. 
Divisive cultt.P?�S� c::toth�s,, songs, et-c •.. . 

2. 'N-at�onal. Profess'i6nal Soccer League - Disc6es.' ·_ 

"H:':·jJa.r of involvement and laek of political a\Ya.reness (lack inspiration - . 

needs to be inspired) 
c. ' Faiiute · to st�Y:J the-':1oo iiS.i tTo:ris ·, application of wrong tactics (Dogmatism 

and Tradi tid�) na:&iri.-
; ...1. � 

-�Furthermore, we have to address ourselves to organised group structures like eg.t' 

a. 

b. 

The religious youch groups. 

Cultural youth clubs. 

c. · and1 find uut what 'stance we are going to adopt with til regard to the notorious 

Inka�ha Yout� :ar'igade. . .; . . . ... 1 1 f.( .... 

f I-� .... : .. ,,. 
Our rpiori ty as t:hk Progre'e�ive Youth :r-»vement should be to strenghten: our, .own_ . 
local youth 9rganisation. In previous discussions with other youth groups it 

became clear the.t there is still work to be done on this1• __ _ • ___ • 

. . .. 

... , .. 
ft .. 

. ,., 

• 
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