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THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN OUR STRUGGLE M B
Monsi g
Comrades, 1 greet yod all ln the name of the Progre881ve Movement

"

and its bamnshed.,,I banned, exlled and imprlsoned leadershlp.

Amandla‘l
Our task hemg, is to look at the role the youth should play in’cur
struggle for liberation. You will; immediately "!fealise fron;ﬁne‘ )
topic, how much involved and broad the paper is going to be. In
fact, it is an‘honour to be:given the task.to-write.a paper of thig
magnitude, to stapd 4n-front af. the.oreas and: pride of our countzy
and nead‘i%'ﬂefbrevthie’y@uthﬁul~amdmreapeetabLemaudience._

it i r - _l,.
1 31ncerely bellevarthat from this meortant gatherlng of youth fyom™
all corners ofi.genth Africa, we are all gOLng to benefit from tae”
resourceful;-expexience of comra fr dlfferent places. It 1n'“'
true that we young:people <§F%r thlrsékigmd yearnlng to learn,
Our progressive powl of an) edge is perpe ly overflow1ng, Eyels
as long as it remains fl@ the;—

y &uench their thirsi.
Our paper Ls no -4 le%ﬁége on the ro of the uth in our ‘struggle,

it merely serves to lntxbduc__ ror d ussion by all ¢omrades.

J - Iy
In order to'undérstaﬁd"dun.role struagg%, we 'shall first. Lave
to understand 'thé society we g§ve in. Our swciety shall be dealt with

at two levels : A HB «

a) Flrstly, ‘'society in its universal ‘senSe i.e. gemevally. s
b) and/secondly, w1th regard to odWr particula¥ situstion in South

i e T

Africa.

s & k] I T e o

Socaenzdls a group of pe‘%i%'Wi%h certéin‘cultﬁfal'g%d gocial
practlces engaged in the most impor%ant actlvrty*of production.’ We
are saylng 'that the ‘most improtant activity thdt 'society is involved
in, is the a®tivity of production. Two (uestions immediately orisej
a) What' is production? 2 #hie % ; ' : -
b) why s 'this production the most importamnt activity in socacrx’
Our reépdnse to the first gquestion is that production is the process
or activity of'labour or work through which lﬂ%fpeople acqnire *heir
basic heedd% By basic reeds- we mean food, clothing: and shelter.. £y

This process «.... 7 B
g0 TR



This process of labour takes place in the factory, big farms, mines, glant 1ndnstr1es
ans sc on. Not all members of the s001ety are involved in the direct process of
work, but however, the majority of the working people is. Only a minute section

is totally uninvolved and does not partlclpate in order to create the needs of
society. Therefore this act1v1ty of work which is meant to create food te eat,

clothes to put on and shelter or houses to live in is referred to as:Production. - 1.

In response to dur’sécond‘dﬁestion, we already see how important this proceds of
labour is to soeiety. In'fact” society cannot exist without ‘this process of making
its own mwans of %ubélstence. ‘Production is compatiblewith society and indespensable
if society is to maintaln itself and further develop. There is no machlne that ¢ an
operate w1thoui energy, a car needs ﬁe{rel as a source of energy to move-and big
machines in 1ndustry need e1ectrlclty Wthh is converted to utallsable forms of
energy in order to perform thelr .teaml y for soc:.ety t4 be sustained and

maintained, productlon of the ntlals of llfe 1ndespensab1e. That is why this

activity is the most 1mportant in lives, ‘
Our: society+is not formes ;3 1nd1v13ua1s whg:merely lnearact with each nther. 105

relatlo;=ﬁlps with each cther, and

is a socieky.of people who porm c
this relationship is referred to as latdons relatlons of productlon.
These relations are just not'iimple between people and. nbjects, but they

are relations between people them Sves in their pgoductive activity. Certaln

AtH y work, that is those who participate

directly in the preductive activity. As working people, they form working relations,

definite associations are formed

and it is these relations that classify them as a group of its own, a force in

itself. This group is in the majority and is referred to as the vrking class.

These are notike the only relations which are formed around production. Other zzl-
ations are formed with a minute section of our society. -These are the relations
between people. who work i.e, those previwusly refereed to as‘xne working class and
those who do not. .participate in production. This minority of individuals which
does not engage.itself in the process of labour, is referred to as the Capitalist
class or Bourgeoisie. Their only role is to an the factories, big industries, t*the
mines, big farms and so on. They decide by themselves how production which has been
cretaed by the labour ofthe working class should be controlled and distributee.

: Qo féﬁﬁ
At this stage, we Tealise that the major disease of this social patient is kthe
division into two main classes, those who HAVE and the HAVE-NOTS, i.e. the Caritalist

and the Workers respectively.

These relations ...
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3.
'elafﬁohs oﬁ rpoduction bring us to another step, that together with the
of p:)duétion ( whiCh'arexrepresented by ihe working class) form a particu-—
ie of production. By this mode of producticn we refer to the social system
tal order. In thls case our operative sociel system is Capitalism. Capitalism
Jrovides for the exp101tatlon of the massi. e and numerous labour force of
5 which is 1n_the service of tm.lxmrgeos1:. it is a ‘system whereby man
s mar - in this way few people ‘become riciaer and richer while the majority

paople in =mE society are §ubjected to poverty, disease and suffering. .

5 the first level of our understanding of society and it is important for all
;0 lecrm and understand it so as to be abl: to address ourselves to the -
level of our particular s;ttiilfﬂ MJ]iE?gE Africa. Now the question to ask
de we see oureelves as pondlng to thig 1%1 disea se, i.e. the giz

on of society into two c n 1c ing classes?

ly, whaat role can we$ the or er@o cure society of this
5 déscase?

polltlcalthnderstandlng,the level
5 shoulé2%e indentified and our role

e got to ggnsistently Fﬁ%%
cadrss so that our posgtion agfa cl
s society should be clear. actlcally we ghould have to work with our own

ah

- roois organisations llke e 'v 4 Llatlons, Trade Union Movement, 3

't Organisations and so on. The w advantage of this practical involvement is

t enhances and Heightens our own political consciousness, There is definitely
to be danger if our theory xé§i¢ 2.4 is not going to be put into practice~

ieory without practice is sterile and prac- ice without theory is blind.

; to our own South African situation we find the same contradiction prevalent
’hat conflict between the warring classes, Capitalist and Workers, However the
serculiarity with teh South African situation is that the fundamental contra--’

ons ir our country are clouded by the Apar-heid system. Capitalism manifests

2 in the form of mBace. It prevides for the division of the working class alo ng

L barriers, the white working class on the one hand and the black working class
other, This imperialist Strategy of co-coation of a section of the working
is nct a new phenoménon; in Northern Ireland the workers are divided along
ious lines, the Roman Catholics on the I one hand % and the Proteetents who

all political, econcmic, social, cultural priveleges and so on, while the

‘enous people of Catholic religion are made pariahs in the country of their

—

-~
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These prlvelages make the bulk of the workmg ‘force*fully ‘indentify with the
exploiters a.nd oppressors oft the ma:]orlty. This should not’ however everidok the:
_,faqt that in havmg been bought over ‘the white workers are up agaimt their own 13

Ly I TACEWES ey S N R
long term 1nterests. ! : B N S [

Temsit) ik R .
dadee oy AbeY P PO e b

ik

So Caltallsm 1m South Afrlca, thrlves ‘on “the backs of tHe® cheap and ‘massive ' Black ..
labour force where super explo:.tatlon takes ‘pPlace. ‘Some scho6tsof ‘thought. -
cannot however see beyond the bounds of race, 46 them raceé'is fhe ¢lass détermini ng
factor . ThlS is another factor which we as youth must address ourselves to. If
ra01al capltalism can cloud and le_nd our” analys:.s of“our society-we live in, then

shall fail in our attempt to understa.nd the main conflict that goes dn in our L
o ok et S 2 Lot b -5

»

\&an hl

dla.ne, Ai‘rl ‘Coloureds and Whites in ouri:

society
However, the fact that "there
country is a self ev1dent and ‘deniaple’ reality. is is a reality precisely -
because each of these na.tlos@ grou
tained in d&ffermg condltog of redlity
Although Afrlcans, Indians Qu Col bredare?all .vig?”mgf the' oppression and
exploltatlon the dlfferent g’ondltl le to ea{q "group -cannot ‘be ignored.:
OUr task is to helghten the po.sn.tl of each@ational group and to weld
these together so that there ari éout of tis pracess of th’1s_orga.n1sat10n single

AHD

The state through 1ts system of Aparthe;d make 1t dlfflcult for a common national

wn roo‘a and heritdée' and are main-

oppres e and exploitative sys=zem.

nat ional consc1ousness P

consclousness ‘to be achieved. The Group Areas act ‘forces the different national -
groups apart, glven thls situation :

a. How do we as youth contrlbute i n the achlevement of ‘a s1ng1e natlonal

g !

-
L

;s’;@»

_consc1ousness in our country?

b. How do we see ,)ox.nt campalgns, ao:Lnt workshaps, joint cultural and’ soca11
act1v1t1es ass1st1ng towards the achlevement of this objective?

c. Have we as the progress1ve youth movement thought serlously of strenghtening
~the non-racial sports g'roups in the country, are we in fact able to indentify
them? -

d_. Have we lever given serlous thought to concrete tactics which may be employed

to destr.gy“xmm barrlers created by the system in futherence of its polJ cy

e

_' of d1v1de a.nd rule‘P '

At this Stage ...
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At this séage I would llke ﬁs to focus at the yoﬁth. To = try tolunderstand what

we understand by the word youth. When we look at nature and study it closel&

we observe that a raw frult before” 1t matures has a given colour, and that a cal yx
the out81de 01rcle of” the “flower is green, this’ is the phase before ‘the “flower
blossoms.

The lesson we draw from nature through the colour greem isthat is repreSents the
stage of immaturity and unripeness. We as youth too cannot claim at this gtage of
.our polltlcal development that we have reached the peak of palitical understandin g.
our task’ w1th reagrd 5 this is acquiring political direction and work towdrds: dev=

loping our political understanding, by working within the progressive movement.

Fur’thermore when we réfer’ to Youth, .do wé‘i'mé"an a bread spectrum of youth #n the °

country or a particular section?: (;%}glth actually referring to all young

people irrespective of the faﬂgs hat they may becgngents, workers, unemployed”

young people, and"s0 on - g thesg orm agbrgad ‘sPectrum’ of ‘our youth. 3 )
CD s : £ 0
- 3

Problems faced by our you O

sure tEharmonious social and
in S.A., 80 as to enable the yotuh

other youth internationally.

a. Seperate amenities acﬁ’, Bud

cultural development of the en

to take its rightful plaag alo ide t

b. The education system, irresp glve of whlch d®partment it belongs to it
e

serves to promote big busin te individual interest as well.

"In a recent speech Samora Machel stressed the role of education as a vital par%
of the continuing revolution in M8zambique in which the s®hool was to be viewed

as a base from which the people will cease power and from where the last remmants -gf

of colonialism and capilalism are to be exterpated and from where the new man,
wk
the homen-novo, is to kz emerge." ?

é
In his address to students Machel said "Your first duty is to study in order to & % :
better serve the people and not to use your knowledge for your personal benefit
and against the p#p peoples interests. You are in school to accomplish a task
that the people have entrusted you with; and their sacrifices have not been made

in order to allow you to fulfil your individual desires."

In addressing ourselves to the aspect of organising the youth we g have to focus

both the individual youth and existing youth structutes. What do we ohserve as

the objective reality on the individual youth front?

We observe that : »

a. The youth has diverse interests millitating against tkem its lomf term interests,
and harmful to them.
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1. . Imperialist strategy - Hippie, American, Lumpen, Yanks.
Divisive culiuweg,~ clothes, songs, etc, . .
" - 'I'\Ia'ti’.onal Professional Soccer League — Discoes, :
b5 "fdar of irvolvemént and lack of political awareness (lack inspiration - .
needs to be 1nspued) ;
c. Failure to stﬁﬁy "the™co nditions, apphcation of wrong tactics (Dogmatlsm
and ’Itr:adit:.on) Dafwin. :
- ¥ iad
‘*F\zrtlwi'n‘lore, we have to address ourselves to organised group structures like eg.s-
a. The religious youth groups. : - S s L
b. Cultural youth clubs.
% . d find out what stance we are go 'rf i‘,adopt with tk regard to the notorious

 Inkatha Youtk Brigade. IS{ TR T - I
ot 0 Ops o T ey
Our rpiority as theé Progresciye You®d Mevememf should be to strenghten our:own. .
local youth organisation. previo%sc tlather youth groups it
became clear thet there is Qtill work to befone on th'g. TR W V= Seaddl e
i , ’ (1)) —y
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