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Intros!uctio��:_i_Jj..�An_ -� �LJca_!::i_c!� __ 
i_�--��uth. A f_:::=_� · We as exploited and oppressed 

schoool students fir.d ourselves, with our commmunities living under the harsh rule of 
apartheid. The educational systems of our co untry are designed to strengten the rule of 
apartheid, and to serve the interes!" of the factory bosses, mine owners and the farmers. 
Thousand of young children enter primary school every year, but only a srnalll group 
eventually finishes matric. and even fewer go to u nivisty or colege. 

According to the statistic o[ �he goverrn,•:.:1t1 less than half of the Blacks (African, 

Colourd and Iridian) in 19711 reached Std.2 :,�, l :177. The fi gures are: 4-02,4-96 black 
pupels entered sub f\ in 1971+, b1;t \.""lnly i86,C-i'78 w�;re in Std 2 in 1977. }v1orc than 90% 
of whitE·s pupeh rc· ... wheJ St.-i ? :n thC' sarnC' periud. 

But these stpti s tics tell a w>!cc st:.�ry. ·n:, Y u:lil the St(·;·y of tht· crisis of educ a t ion in 
South Afnca.. The crisis is part ot ,., b1�; ::;� :r jJO!Jtical dncl l'COJ1ornicai crisis the gornment 1s 
facing. 

The roots of the crisis can be fot:IW in th-:" t:;pe sor::iety '"'e li•;e in. It is a cm,ntry of 
poverty, hur,gcr, hornelessne:-�, !ow Wcjge ant� C:t hig!-: dea:h rate of children. But it is 
also a country of great wealtf-,, 0f larg� g()]d rr:ines, 0f big farms that export foo;)d tc' 
other countries. 

What is wong w1th our education? Ol�,- education ;s un equal because: 
. whereas the govet-r;;ent spends R931 ,o�; per yedr on evey white child, it spend 

only R253,00 and R 139,00per year on coloured and african ch ildren : 
. .  wh"ereas one teacher in il white sch(>ol carers for every 18 rupe l s, i,n b!<'•Ck �,chCJ.::'t 

one teacher caters for 39 pupels . 
. also about half the black ma!ricul�i�:s v,·ho wrt"ltc their exams iast year faded

because of the inferior educatin they receiverl. 

What must we do? 
We must combine our education with, with labour of our parents, the workers, so ._,., i!•·t _ ,, 

confine education to schoo'ls or to texbooks reading only. We can:�ot divorc� oursehc::. 
from the struggles and lives of our parents. We demand free e ducti on ;,), �dl $tuc;t,i�t'- ,:·1 
South Africa. We demand a peoples control over education. 

···-� _.:... _____ . 



NATIONAL CONGBESS 

The National Congress of r.oSAS was held in May 1982 in Cape Town and 
the bl lowing students were elected to the National Execfltive Committee 
Presi � rd Mati 
Vic resi n Ir an Parage 
St e y lu�gisi 
P ( Ngca��o 
Nationa. s so Matona, SimpGiwe �rna 
Treasurer vo Mokgojoa. 
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Left to riqht: (. 

" was adopted as a theme for 1982 - 1983. 
intend to educate its membership about t� 

Ia student st};�ggJe relate to workers struggle. 

(fron.... ow, 
oto, To vo Mok joa, Lulu Johnson 

van Parage, Tshed�so Ma�ona, Shepa�d Mati 

NATIONAL COUNCIL 

The National Council meets quarterly. At this meeting branches review 
their development within the organisation assess the activities in which 
the branches have involved and decide which direction the organisation need 
to go from there. The fourth National Council was held in Wentworth, 
Durban from the 9- 12 December 1982. The National Council was attended 
by rep�esentatives from 10ns of. COSAS in South Africa except the 
Eastern Cape . It was y�rx unfortunate that the Eastern Cape delegat]on 
was stopped by Ttanskei on the way to the Natio.rial Council. 

The'Policy and Programme of Action were reaqopted. 
was seen as the one of the main problem in CDSAS. 

Lack of financial 
It was suggested that 



finance committees be s�· •1p ir, a.l J t; ' ;es to look .into various methods 
of fund raising such as Jumble Sale�-.�- -�rna fesUvals,Gumbas,braai etc. 
was suggested. For the last Fe� months COSAS is cundentrating more on 
student problems at school,that teo ��ch emphasis on community issues. 
In this way we can attract/draw lr1 ��ny new studentuinto the organf�ation. 
There have been definite moves in th� E�sterr1 and Western Cape towards 
formi�g regional str�ctures 11hich meet at least once a month. This also 
promotes greater contact and \Jndarstanding among students. It has also 
pointed out that COSAS has now 44 brancl1as nationallyand is still growing 
This indicate that COSAS is becomin0 lhe true voic2 of student in South 
Africa,despite the prot:le�s they &re going through in their growth. 

The next National Council wUl be .in June 1983. HovJ can we make this 
success? A few suggestion were made en that. By organising Regional 
Councils in which· ':le can elcc treps 1 �::-,) \•ti 11 reflect a genuine position 
and reports of their branch�s. ��v.tew,rnflect and compile reports during 
Regional Councils. At the �eginnal Cnun�il we also review the following:
(�) Involvement at school 

What sort. of activities di:iour rnefTlbers involve themselves in ? What 
\"'asthe response of the st•JdenLrc>,parents and Teachers to :->uch activi
ties ? How did we benefit as an organisation from them ? 

(b) Extension:-
How many members are in our hr3nc hes ? What role have our members 
played in these structures ? 

Let us make all efforts and use energy at our disposal to make June 1983 

National Council a success. 
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BRANCH REPORTS 

PORT ELI ZABE'rH 

Harrassment of the branch members 1:1as been tht:- order: of the day. 

This is witnessed by t.he cont1nuous r<-..;.ids at !:.l:tr bo1T1es of COSAS 

members, taking awa.y a l.J us ��f ul Yeading books and constitutions. 

On one o ccasio n 14 bra. -d:. m;:-:m}x�r.s wer:-e·.�taken to Sanlam offices 

( Security ) for qnestior..i·:� i::: . .::Ti te all these attempts to break 

down this .i?o.ct ElizaJ--.,:,th bL:!nch, t.her'? is still determination to work. 

They are now ot·ganising extra-tutotials cJasst::::-s to help members and 

other interested stujents. The branch is meE:t ir..g once a week. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

The branch in this area is working �.nder difficult 2irc ums tan ces . It 

suffers isolation because of its geographic place�ent and because of 

the history of less _p()kitcal activity of the area. Members are 

working towards establishment of str ,_,ct.u.res in their schools. Recently 

Maud Setilo, Oupa Mothupi and others were also detained by the 

securty police under Section 22. 
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