

















Whoseelections? Whosevote?

Five years have passed since the estab-
lishment of the racist tri-cameral parliament
on 1984. At that time the United Democratic
Front warned the Nationalist Government
that:

*the new parliament would attempt to
fracture the unity of the oppressed by co-op-
ting Indians and Coloureds

* and that it would lead to greater blood-
shed and violence.

It is clear that the tri-cameral parliament
failed miserably to co-opt Indian and Col-
oured people. The low polls in these elections
proved unequivocally that these communities
saw their destiny together with the African
majority.

But perhaps more serious was the vi-
olence and bloodshed that the UDF predicted.
As early as September 1984 in the Vaal and
continuing well into 1987, mass uprising oc-
curred throughout the length and breadth of
the country. The tri-cameral parliament
generated more conflict than has ever been
witnessed in the history of our country.

The responsibility for the detentions,
State of Emergency and killings in the town-
ships falls squarely on all sitting members of
parliament: not only Nationalist ministers,
but also on each and every White, Coloured
and Indian MP.

But there is also a lighter side to the
tri-cameral parliament. The House of Dele-
gates has been reduced to a circus. On a daily
basis, MPs switch allegiances from one party
to another, depending on where its easier to
make a quick buck. The most senior Indian
minister, Amichand Rajbansi, was fired by
P.W. Botha for corruption. On the other hand,
the most senior Coloured minister was fired
by Botha for swimming at a whites-only
beach.

It is clear that the tri-cameral parliament
is irrelevant to addressing the key issues and
problems facing our country. In fact, the Nats
are themselves saying that the tri-cameral
parliament should be altered after the Seo-
tember 6 elections.

The essence of the problem, however, is
that the September 6 elections are "minority”

elections. The real power in the tri-cameral
parliament lies in the House of Assembly and
in particular with the Nationalist Govern-
ment. As long as the majority of people in
this country are denied the right to self-deter-
mination and access to political power, the
problems of the country will remain un-
solved.

The message of the Mass Democratic
Movementis quite clear: Coloured and Indian
people should refuse to vote for a racially
based, disastrous political institution. On the
other hand, we should intensify the extra-par-
liamentary struggle to new heights in the
pursuit of a united, non-racial and democratic
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THE FEDERATION OF TR#NSV# AL WOMEN REMEMBERS
ALLTHEFALLENHEROES WHG B1ED FIGHTING FORTHE
LIBERATION OF THE OPPRESSED MASSES OFSOUTH AFRICA.

Ruth First: killed on 17th August 1984 in her ofﬁce at The f:emre of Afnca.n Smdles in Maputo by a parcel bomb. Severe explosion that

completely destroyed her office.

Jeanette Curtis Schoon: A SACTU member, she and her daughteig were kﬂled in Lubango, Angola, by a parcel bomb. She was married

to Marius Schoon who is also a political exile.

Victoria Mgxenge: Four years after she had taken ovel her huqbam¢s legal practice and had herself become a key political activist, she
was murdered. She was hacked to death by unknown assailants outside her home. Her death was witnessed by her children and the Rev. Xundu
of the UDF who had given her a lift home. He then had to flee Natal for fear of his life. Her killers have to date not been found.

Florence and Fabian Ribero: Were gunned down at 6.30 p.m. on the 1st December 1986 at their Mamelodi home. The Ribero’s had
always been in constant threat of losing their lives, given their high profile and ceaseless work in the community. Their son Chris said that the
gunmen appeared to have "black faces" but as he tried to pull one of the gunmen from the car he saw from the driver’s hand that he was a
white man. Another witness. Jacob Mampuru was shot and paralised a f~w hours before the Ribero’s funeral.

Dulcie September: Was assassinated at the ANC offices in Paris in March 1988. Belgian police subsequently named a South African
sergeant-major Joseph Klus as one of the alleged assassins.

David Webster was assassinated outside his Troyeville home in Johannesburg on the 1st of May at 10.20 a.m. by unidentified men who
fired an "expert" shot from a white car, hitting him in the back.

Irene Mkwayl: Died on the 16th of December, 1988. She was the wife of Rivonia Trialist Wilton Mkwayi, doing life in Pollsmoor Prison.
She was a Fedtraw member and was very active in one of our sewing projects.

Ma-Molefe: Died on the 31st January 1989. She was very active in the 1950’s, and continued when Fedtraw was formed. She was a known

stalwart until illness caught up with her.

Fedtraw salutes all our compatriots and combatants who passed away during this demanding era. We committ ourselves to
continue fighting side by side with our men until hbcratlon day when all the exiled will be home and all those convicted for

fighting against apartheid will be free.

FEDTRAW PLEDGES TO PICK UP THEIR SPEARS
WE SAY VICTORY OR DEATH - WE SHALL WIN
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