w
STATEMENT OF THE DEPUTY FRES[DENT OF THE ANC . MELSON MANDELLA, AT

THE OPCNING OF THE UBSTACLES MEETING: LAPE TOWN, MAY 2, (99G.

MR PRESIDENT,

MEMBERS OF THE GUOVERNMENT ,
PEAR COLLEAGUES OF THE amC.

FRIENDS, LADIES AND BENTLEMEN:

WE WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE WORDS OF WELCOME THAT HAVE JuUsT
BEEN ADDRESSED TQ US. a8 EVERYBODY PHESENT CAN  WELL IMAGINE, WE
NAVE PAID A LDT OF ATTENTION To WHAT WAS SAID. WE ACCEPT THAT
WHAT YOU, MR DE KLERK, STATED, IS PART OF THE DIALOBUE THAT (5 A
NECESSARY PART OF THE FROCESS OF FINDING & POLITICAL SOLUTION TO

THE PROBLEMS WHICH FACE OUR COUNTRY AND PEOPLE.

THIS IS5 THE FIRST TIME IN 7B YEARS THAT A TRULY SERISUG MEETING
TAKES PLACE BETWEEN DELEGATIONS OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONBRESS
AND THE SUCCESSION OF WHITE GOVERMMENTS THAT HARVE RULED QU

COUNTRY FOR GENERAT IONS. THIS IS A FACT THAT IS SOBERING IN ITS

IMPLICATIONS. :

1

)
IT INDICATES THE DEADLY WEIGHT OF THE TERRIBLE TRADITION OF A
"RIALOBUE" BETWEEN MASTER AND SERVANT WHICH WE HAVE TO DVERCOME,
IN ORDER TD ESTABLISH A CULTURE OF PEACEFUL, DEMOCRATIC AND
GENUINE' DEBATE, DISCUSSION AND NEGOTIATION WHICH SHOULD  BE THE
HALLMARK OF THE POLITICAL PROCESSES oF o FREE, PEACEFUL aND

STABLE SOUTH AFRILA.

THE ANC APPROACHES THE PROJECT ON WHICH WE ARE ABOUT 7O EMBARK 15



A  SIGNIFICANT FIRST STEP ON THE ROAD TOWARDS lﬁEﬁ FUNDAMENTAL
RESTRUCTURING OF SOUTH AFRICAN 3OCIETY. TO LIVE UP 2 - THESE
EIFECTQTIDNS, THIS MEETING MUST, APART FROM RESULYING THE I[SSUES

ON OUR AGEMDA, MAKE A DECISIVE AND HISTORIC CONTRIBUTION TO THE
REPUDIATION OF THE EARLIER TRADITION TO WHICH WE HAVE REFERRED.
T SHOULD START THE PRACTICE OF THE RESOLUTION OF COMFLICT aiND
DIFFERENCES, THROUGH DISCUSSION AMONG EQUALS, AND FELLOW CITIZENS

OF A COMMON PATRIMONY.

THE MEETING WHICH BEGINS TODAY SHOULD BE INSTHULCTED BY THE TDEA
THAT ALL OF US WHD WILlL SIT AROUND THE NEBUT [ATING TABLE ARE
SOUTH AFRICANS. AS BUCH, WE SHOULD BE INSFIRED BY & COMMITMENT TL)
ARODRESE THE INTERESTS AND FUNDAMENTAL ASPIRATIONS OF ALl OuR

PEOFLE, WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE DR COLCUR.

THE SOLUTION WE SEEK SHOULD NOT BE BASED ON ANY OF THE INHUMAN
FOLLIES WHICH HAVE LED OUR COUNTRY INTO THE DESTRUCTIVE CRISIS IN
 WHICH IT IS NODW IMMERSED. THE PACE AT WHICH WE MOVE, TO ARRIVE AT
A JUST BSOLUTION SHOULD BE INFORMED BY THE FACT THAT THE BLACK
MASSES OF OUR COUNTRY DEMAND AND EXPECT FUNDAMENTAL. CHANGE NOW
_AND NOT TOMORROW. THE PEORLE 5? A WHOLE WANT THE PEACE AND
STADILITY WHICH CAN ONLY COME aBOUT Aas o RESULT OF THE 7OTAL

ABOLITION OF THE APARTHEID SYSTEM.

THE NEW SOCIETY WE SHALL CREATE MUST, AS A MATTER OF NECESDITY,
BE PRERICATED ON THE BASIC PRECEPT THAT CACH INDIVIDUAL SOUTH
AFRICAN HAS AN INALIEMABLE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL THE

PHOCESEES WHICH, IN THEIR COMBINATION, HELF TO SHAFE OUR COMMON



Fage 3

DESTINY. NONE AMONG US GHOULD FEAR CHANGE. =

LT

THE CHANGE THAT HMUST COME WILL LEAD 7O THE ESTQBLISHHEEF aF
STRUCTURES, INSTITUTIONS AND A SOCTAL DROER WHICH MUST GUARANTEE

THE RIBHT OF aALL THE CITIZENS OF (UR COUNTRY TO DECIDE WHAT
HARFFENS 7O THEMSELVES, THEIR FAMILIES AaND THEIR EDUﬂfHY. THE
SOLUTION WE SEEK MUST BE BASED ON a 2 COFMMONM ACCEPTANLE OF THE
IDEALS OF DENDEHHC%, THE RIGHT OF &Ll THE PEOPI E TO GOVERN, A&
GDOD sSTAaMDsES- OF LIVING, SBCIAL JUSTICE AND PEACE TN 8 UNLTED

SOUTH AFRICA.

DIE AMNC IS BEMWLUS VAN DIE FEIT DAT DAAR DBaIE BLANEES 1S5 WAT "N
VREES KODESTER VIR DEMOKRATIESE VERAMDERING. DAAARDM WIL DIE ANC
WEEREENS BEKLEMTOON DAT DIE BLANKE GEMEENEKAP , INSLLUIITENDE UIE
AFRIKANERS, NIKS TE VRHEES HET VAN DT ANC MNIF. DIE SAMESTELLING
VAN DIE AFVAARDIGING WAN DIE ANC IS ‘N TREFFENDE BEWYS WVAN 5Y
VERLANGE OM PALLE BURGERS IN. FEL SLUTT IMN "N TEOEKODMSTIGE

EUID-AFRIKA. DAAROM HET DIE ANC HOMSELF VERBIMD OM ALLE YORME VAN

HASBIGHME TE BEVEG.

IT  WOULD SEEM OBYIDUS THAT 10 ARRIVE AP THE DEMOCRATIC  ANL
NON-HRACIAL FOSITIONS WE HAVYE BEEM TALKING ABOUT, ALl THOSE WHO
ARE HOSTAGES OF THE PAST, MUST TRANSFORM OQURSELVES INTO MEW HEM
AND WOMEN WHO SHALL BE FITTING INSTRUMENTS FOR THE CREATION OF
THE. GLORIDUS SOUTH AFRICA WHICH IT IS POSSIRLE  AND NECESSARY T

REALISE.

ACCORDINGLY, WE MUST DENY THE FPAST ITS ATTEMPT 113 ENSLAVE US.

THE YOCABULARY OF THE QLD SOCIEFY SHOULD FIND NGO FLACE  IN OUR



Fage 4
DICTIONARY. THE IDEA THAT THE <COLOUR DF A PERSDH ﬁPEFIHEE THEIR
PLACE IN SQCIETY MUST, TO ALL QOF US, BE AS FRIGHTENING AS THE

PLAGUE.

¥E NUST UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS PRECISELY THE HMOST OBSTINATE ARD
EHDURING OF OUR . PREJUDICES THAT P'OSE THE GREATEST THREAT TO THE
COMMON EFFORT TO HOVE FORWARD TO A NEW, JUST AND DEHOCRATIC
REALITY. WE MUST COHPREHERD THE FACT THAT THE ATTEMPT TO SUSTATIN

THE NOTION THAT SOHE ARE, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR SKIN COLOUR, BORN
SUPEBIG;“ TO OTHERS IS, IN A REAL SENSE, &4 CARDINAL SIN. It
SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT IN THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE
TODAY, BLACKE HEN ARD BLACE WOMEN HAVE BROREN OUT OF THE MENTAL
ENSLAVEMENT WHICH, IN THE PAST, COULD HAVE PERSUADED THEM THAT

THEY WERE IR ANY WAY INFERIOR.

WE HAVE THEREFORE COME TO THIS MEETING NOT AS SUPPLICANTS QR
PETITIONERS. RATHER. WE ARE HERE AS FELLOW SOUTH AFRICANS AND
EQUAL MEMBERS WITH THE REST OF OQUR PEOPLE, ARD OF THE WIDER
UNIVERSAL HUMANITY WHICH IS TRREVOCABLY CONVINCED THAT THE SYSTENM
OF WHITE MIBORITY RULE, WHICH PERGISTS IN OUR COUNTRY, HUST COME

TO AN END, WITHOUT DELAY.

AS PART OF THAT SOUTH AFRICAN AND INTERNATIONAL COHMMUNITY, WE
BELIEVE THAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST WHICH ENABLE ALL THE PEOPLE
OF QUR COUONTRY TO SOLVE THE GRAVE PROBLEMS WHICH FACE US THROUGH
NEGUTIATIONS. IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT ¥E PROPOSED THAT THIS
HEETING SHOULD TAKE PLACE, 30 THAT WE COULD, TOGETHER, ADDRESS

THE ISSUE OF CREATING A CLIMATE CONDUCIVE TO SUCH NEGOTIATIODNS.
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AS HAS BEEN AGREED, WE SHALL DISCUSS THE QUESTIONS THAT ARE
RELEVANT TO THE CREATION OF THIS CLIMATE, AND INCLUDE THOSE THAT
AFFECT THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL FPRISONERSs THE STATE D%
EMERCENCY, THE RETURN OF THE EXILES AND OTHERS. WE REMAIN
CONVINCED THAT THE REMOVAL OF THESE OBSTACLES WOULD NOT DHL?”
CREATE THE MNECESSARY CLIMATE. IT WOULD ALSO HELF TO DEVELOFP AN
ATMOSPHERE OF TRUST AHONG OURSELVES AND AN AFFIRMATION THAT THE

GOVERNMENT OF THIS COUNTRY IS COMMITTED TO THE PROCESE OF

CHANGE .

WE ENTER THESE DISCUSSIONS CONVINCED THAT ALL OF Us MUST 0O
EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER ACTUALLY TO REHOVE THE OBSTACLES TO THE
NEGOTIATIONS FOR A NEW CONSTITUTION WHICH, AT THEIR CORCLUSION,
SEOULD RESULT IN THE RECONSTRUCTIOR OF SOUTH AFRICA AS A UMITED,
DEMOCRATIC AND HNON-RACIAL COUNTRY. WE HMNUST SUCCEED 1IN THE
ENDEAYOUR TO REMOVE THESE OBSTACLES SO THAT HWE CAN TOGETHER MOVE

FORWARD AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE TO END THE INHUMAN SYSTEN OF

APARTHEID .

WE TRUST THAT ELr THE FEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY, EEGARDLESS OF THE
POLITICAL FORMATIONS TU WHICH THEY MIGHT BELONG, WILL ENGAGE IN
THIS SACRED EXERCISE WITHOUT SEEKING ADVANTAGE FOR THEIR
PARTICULAR POLITICAL ORGANISATION. THE IMMENSE AHRD INPOLERABLE
SUFFERING OF OUR PEOPLE DEMANDS THAT ALL OF US MUST BE INSPIRED
BY THE SOLE OBJECTIVE OF RECREATING OUR COUNTRY AS A HAPPY AND

PROSPEROUS HOMELAND FOR ALL ITS INHABITANTS.

WE TAEKE OUR SEATS AT THE TALES COMMITTED TO THIS VISION. THE

eACRIFICES THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE MADE AND ARE MAKING, TC END THE
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SYSTEM OF APARTHEID, DEHAND THAT ALL OF U3 ACT WITH THE HECESSEFY
SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY SO THAT THE DREAMS OF KILEIONS OF PEOPLE

IN SOUTH AFRICA, IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. IN AFRICA AND TﬁE REST OF
THE WORLD FOR AN END TO THE SYSTEK OF WHITE MINORITY DOHINATION.

ARE TRANSFORMED INTO REALITY. THE TIME TO REACH THIS END HAS

COME . -

THANE ¥Y0U.
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