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It's nearly a yenr already - well, certainly nine months since tha t ~ 
g r ea t launching in Cape Tovm on MiJd:R:x. Hi t ~~hell' s Plain - t he launching 
of the United Democratic Front on Augu s t 22Cth - the Front which speaks f 

fpr all democrats, the Front ·,vhich ~ are building . 

Then we decla r ed our de t ermination to work for a South Africa based 

on the will of the people - our own South Africa of the Freedom Charter. 
We pladged ourselves to st r ive for unity through united action a~ainst 

the evils J f apartheid - a simple and inspiring goal. I am glad I have 

ived this long . May I still live j1ong enough to see the realisa tion 
of our dreams • 

• Le t s look for a moment at what it is, this United Democra tic Front -
it is an alliance of ~any different t ypws of organisations, community 
organisa tions, church organisa tions, workers' and professional organis -
ations, s tudent bodies, women's and youth organisations - BUT they all 
hav e one thing in common - a democratic and non-rac iai outlook and a 

ha tred of apartheid and all f ·orms of oppression • 

. -'i.nd, my goodness, ho vi it 6XI:ir...m has g rO\•m, this chiilid q.. ours th9.t 
was born on August 20th, mind you, it was a good~ized baby even then 
wit~OO affiliates xHxx±xxx~xRsRnxx~ repre s enting more than 
a tta z ad people - and no'.•T it has 600 affiliates and repre sents some two 

~illion people - after only 9 months 

It cries Lmdly, too, t his fast growing child of ours, it calls upon \m 

the government to relea~~ e all political prisoners - NOW- and without 
conditions, not remission favours. Let me bresk in for a moment to pay 

my tribute to David Kitson, releas ed la s t Friday after almost 20 yea rs 

a s ~ryoli tical prisoner in Pre toria. Oh, yes, he E£1 remission - 7 months 
ou t of 20 y eacs. Welcome home, Dave! - tet' s give him a big hand, shall 

we? And spare a thought for Denis Goldberg, his ~aol ma te, b~D~nis 
face s a '~fife s entence, like Mandel a and Sisulu and r-~beki and ~la~geni, 
and ~-1otsoaledi and a8li f.1hlaba - from the Rivonia Trial 

•' 

The UDF al s o c alls on this government to lift the bans mm t hose who ar 
are silenced and r es tricted and to recall tho s e forced into exile by the 
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by the inhuman racial polici~es of successive white minority govern-

ments. rr'b.el.l ••• ••••• the chosen le ~der s of all our country's peep~e 
could sit gmE±kxx together in an atmosphere free\[rom fe~ and suspicion 

- sit together to work out a «mt:s:t:tx:tu:timt constitution bal'sed on the 
will of the people - a constitution acceptable to all. I am sure the 
governm~nt he;:u:·s our call- but it doesn't r.e.ply- except by harrassment,' 

banning and persecution. 

For this government retains domination and oppression as key 

features of its power base, and in its alleged restructuring of the 
framework within which it rules. 

State ~ 
we now have a/Security Council effectively controlled by th military 

'"' 
and by big business - a shift of decision making power from Parliament 
to unelected bureaucratic structures. 

The UDF is the r eply pf the people ~ that ! It is grov.Jing 
apace - the Rev Frank Chikane. one of our vice~presidents, sayfs 
'' ••• Its raging like wildfire throu~hout the country, consuming every 
element of apa~theid on its way. " 

.I 

,, 
' 

I think maybe that's mor e of~ prophecy than a report ! But it ±x:sx : 
is true that the U.D.F. is bring;pockets of resistance throur;hout the 
country into a united front .... . " Unity in Action 11 - that'~hat it is. ' ,. 

All the s::1rne '"' e mustn't be t.crried mmy by any euphoria about this 
unity in ac tion - we mu st use a ll opportunities to s t rengthen our 
organi sa tions, revive those which are declining and cre::1te new grass 
roots organi s ations where t here are none. 

Our im~ediate goal must be to organise and mobilise the people of 
~~.A., and for you espcially on campus, but not only on campus- to 
crea te n ew structure s that wil l enab l e u s to destroy the monster of 
Kix~ aparth Jid. Then we shall have a peoDle 's stru~gle towards a 
people's victory, givins birth to a people's GO~ernment. 
"The Peonle Shall Govern. 11 

I want to look for a moment a t the presen t picture t hat S . A.presents 
-.'e cr? aloud that all forms of oppre:;s ion and e:roloi tation must end. 
3ut ~e mu s t also re ~ lise that we have a very long way to go - for it 
is clear tha~ the old opp cession is still here - and its not just 
alive e.n1 vlel4nd livin:; in Aouth Africa - but jus t as alive and 
vicio~sly ac tive a s ever it wa s '. 
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~axation? Plenty of t hat but no representation and no just share 
in the benefits f'dowing from that taxation • • • • schools? houses? 

hospitals? pensions? - all bas0u uu racial dis crimination. Now 

GSI' is to rise to 10;-6 - 3% increase and I am lfery sure not the last. 

True, GST is to be taken off basic foodstuffs - where it never should 

have been in the first place that -doesn't mean that the poor are 
not going to be hit by the GST rise. And the mass of the people 

hai no say in t h is decision - oh' why don It they say' II No say' no pay!! 

Yes, the evils of apartheiJ0.re all still here - .§hovJ me one that ~-
'-

isn't- No, don't t a lk to me a~ out plastic intern a tional re s t aurants 

or hi,& ri ~ e flats for the few black weal thy - v1ha t a~)OU t the OTHER end 

of housing~ 

'.'Jha t about the dre ,;.dful _and ~readejmas s re :;1ovals? fvlogopa, Leandra, 
~ru - K....L ~ . 

Jhmbaza, Kyalitsha, and the ~•mikfii;t list of s~any other places? Hounding 

the homeless- the ul tims. 'c e in oppression. I s'ee Koornhof says 
only 2 million, not th ~ e e and a half - I think his a r ithmetic ha s 

slipped somewhat. 

What about educa tion? €ven ~t t he uni vers ity level what ar e we 
l ef t with? rhe s pitit of quota, eVen if no t the le t ~ ~ r of it. Raising 

the a ~ad emi~?~~~ndard v ery rt~ atly eli~0nate s many potentia l s tudents. B 
Black or white? But who st~ug~l e~ to ge t to ms tric? Black or white? 

'} e are t old t ha t t he l,e are mo:_,e t each c,; ' S :md more cLLs srooms for 

b l ack schools - bu t y e_t only one in five of bl ac~ho~lchildren . _. 
in primary s chools ever g<:: t to a secondary s chool. And te achers a:..,e ~& 
1-41 pupils in blqck primary schools. 

Ho~ many of th os ~ one in five eve r ~e t t o m a t ~ic, l e t alone to 
Unive rsity Entrance? .'ell, onl1e_O ~· passed me tric and only 11 :;-S ge t '*f'i:M• ~i i 
:J.nive -;, s ity entranc e - and t ha t is precious few and now RX t 'ley mu s t 

c o~pete fo r unive r s ity RH~E admi s sion at a hi3her R~X ac ad emic level 
ag~inst white ma triculants from pr~vile~ed homes and orivileged schools. 

I 

And t l1 e age lirnitpf 19 for standaras 9/10 - '.':h a t abou t the children who mu~ 

must stay xxxkMMR out of sbhool for a couple of ye 3rs while they e arn 
money or pe!haps make way for a youn~er brother or sister to attend 

0 schoolJ 

Curtis Nkondo has s a id that Bantu Educ.aion is intended to k een the nas~ 
ra ~e low so tha t blacks v-:o•Jld remain to fill the lov!er unpaid jobs. " If , 

'.\'e give ,·~f ri cans an a ;.:.a:i emic edu 2. S- tion, " he s .y s, " then who will do 
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the manual work?" Makes you think , doesn't it? 
Ho\'1 much real competition can there be for these restricted, 

rarified ~xx~esi university places? It seems to me th3t the 
• 

black child is still barely knocking ct; the university door. 

And that 's opp r ession - to deny opportunity through race - no matte 

how cleverly disguised. 

And wha t about women, black women? For the plain fact is that 

the Af~i ~an mother suffers sorely under our oppressive sy stem -

opp ress:::d by ..Q2.E_ pass laws - yes, yours and ~in~t cannot really 

shetit:mr guilt, ca~ we? For don't we batten on the rna t erial benefits 

of this sy stem? 
It is the black sister who bears the brunt of the forced 

removals, isn't it? SHE has to see her furniture removed, with 

all the intimate personal 10ssessions of her familyl loaded 'nto a 
truck, expos ed to public view. ~'Jletimes you ~.l:l couldn't really 

call it furniture - so shabby and makeshift it is - through sheer 

poverty • And it must go, aYay to the far-off veld. There she and lt" 

her family must build a home a3ain, crea te it out of the a gony 

~"i1 the anxi e t y and 1:.1hat is s t ill l ef t of the home that W3 S once 

~t~y~KL~ 

Passes? Do you k~ow ths t abou t 30 ,000 Afri c3n ~omen a~e arrested 
ec> :c ry ?J c.r fo r -p ass offences? Who are they11 the se \t!O'Ilen? Are t h ey 
mothers? Ho ~ tly , I am su r e. but what happens to th eir families? 

to their young childrenf when they are arres ted~ 

And even t he higher w:1ges for some, doesn't mean more food -

inflation s ees to tha t. And don't fors e t theJ money th 3t ~oes to 
expenditure on de ren:: e 1A/ste::rd of to subsidi es on food. 

~o t he rich ge t richer and can s t ill af f o r d to e a t, but the 

poor ""8 t poorer J for t 11eir re ~ ; l wa ~,: es don't meet the inc r e.::::.s ed cost o: 

food and children s tlll ::.:;o hunr_;ry. 

Perhaps I don't r e 3lly need to spell t hi s ~ut and I could 
- go on for ~uch lonser, but I wan t to shou t i t 

tha t there is E.£ r e ::1l chan:;e - th e bla~k people 
a s they h sve always been I don't w~n t to say, 

fo~('E mu s t s ay NO to that - a l oud NO - yet our 
too fe\·1. 

.• 

f r om the housetops 

are as oppressed , 
i<..' 1i I 

11 As t:1ey always b'e 

voic es s re s till 
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Soon we'll come to Jume 16th the eighth anniversary of the day when 

the fir st black schoolboy in Soweto was shot d~ad by the police - the 

first of 600 more t~ie dead in the Soweto streets. It is our precious 

day of movmning, of re-dedication to. the stru~gle for freedom. 

For US, June is indeed a very spe ~ ial month - the month of the 

Congre .s s of the People, of our own Fre edom Charter. Remember? "SA bv1long1 

to all \AJho live in it, black and white. "- ... 11 The people shall govern. 1 

June is the Soweto month, it is also the month of the great Defiance 

Campaign, in 1952. But \·Jhat is it tot_he Prime i'1inister, Mr. P~W. Botha? 
It is the month in \vhic~ will be {unchin•J; with Mage;ie Thatcher. 

Hhat a pretty pair .! ! 

A'B t hey fill t ~1 :: ir stomac~s :arl~t~ood food and good wine, I wonder • 

if this prec ious pair of prime ministe r s will sp ~ re a thought for the 

hungry, homeless victims of the apartheid oppres :; ion which HE is i mposin 

and SHE is su qporting. 

It is indeed a sordid sorry system tijat ~e have here, despite the 

fine houses~ despite our much advertised three houses of Parl~ment. 
h (\"" 
Tricameral reTLin1s me of some thin~ to be kep~ secret, like trials held ir 

camera - pei"haps after all its not such a bad name. · {"o~ - r 
'• 1"'-~ 

But they for got to build the fourth house, which 1tJOl1 ld have been~ 

t~1 an the other three put to :=ether. - a 11 so-called " parliament for the 

Af r i can people. 3u t vJe can do vii thou t it - do we r call9 ne ed a fourth 

monumen ~ to hypocrisy and dishonesty? Perhaps th ere 2re enou gh of these 
caric ::'t tures of evvn so-called democracy ( vJi th sepa rate dining rooms of 

course !J) - tho s e Parliaments which have been so carefully ri3ged tha t 

the Indian and Co~oured member s can never win ( though they can of 
cours e draw fat s a l aries for not winning !) I suppo s e Botha will boast 
to Ma;~ie of his n ew di spensation - which is in fact a till the old 
disnens qtion - of oppr ession. 

So v1h a t to do about it? ·re~e c :;,n 1 t ,j us t put out the lights and 

go to sleep, can we? We must be he ~rd - our No;s must rig5 throus h this 
land, ri c~ht down to Robben IslFmd and PO:llsmoor cells and up to 

Pretoria. 

An:J o "' cou-r·se all t his is juc:;t wha t the UDF signature campaig~s all 

about - to show t~is ~ overnment th a t a million ~a~~Rx people - and more ­
don't wo.nt this system of oppression t'o go on. 

Ani its so si"Jple - we don 1 t a ~3 k people to do much, just to put their 

names md addresses and declare - na tion wide - that: 

Ll 
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we reject apartheid 
we support the struggle of the people for right and justice 
vve say , "Yes 11 to the United Democratic Front • 

. ~' A mi l lion sign a ture s? \~ ell, tha t's not really so · its only ten l' 3 
' 

hun1r ed thousand, tha t's all ! 

But tho s e mollion sign a tures h B.ve .to b e got somehow - they don't just 

flo a t in the a ir. They~ there for t h e getting,, that's for sure, but 
If'\. 

it i5 \'le, Us who ha ~.r e to g o ou t and get them and~ the getting mak e p eopl t 

un1e o:' s t a nd ab out the UDF and jus t why,re collecting ex] 3 I • <~ the s e 

sic.:;natur es - other/ vlise t h ey will be s te r ile signatures, just n ames, 

- and we don't deed thdEe. 

And \·Je h av en't got much lonc;er if we want to get ou r million siggature s 
I 

by August 29th - the fir s t bebrthday of the UDF. I ~vJI3H we could 

g e t t h em by June 2nd - Botha's lunch date with Mag~ie - and snnd 

a t e l egr am to h er from 

S.A. rejec t t h is man. 

pris on ~6-ood in g a ol. " 
" 

, 
all of us to s ay tha t '~ , the people of 

He is not our l eader - our l ea1ers e a t 

~ c onclusion , l et m.: quote from Al an Boesak 

" Le t us work 1.1i th j oy an d commitment f or v1hat \'l]e b elieve 

is righ t. The ;_~e is a t o 'J::';h b .'3. ttl-e_j s t il l ah e:==t d ••• 

3o ma ny pe o~l e sti ll n e e d t o b e i nformed, o r gan i s a t i ons 

n ee d t o b e b uilt, camnai~n s mu s t b e r un, n e w h e s rts 

mu s t b e won a nd n ew mind s mu s t be cgang ed. 11 

" Our a 1versari e s h 3.v e a t their disposa l the ins tr;¥1Ilents 

of Apower, propaganda and intimidation. 

But WE ha7 e on our side, jus t i c e, integrity, l oyal ty to t h e 

i deal s of fr e edom, democra cy." 

CAN we ask for more ? 
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