T HMILLION SIGNATURS CAMPAIGN. CAUPUS LaUNCH,.

xicick®  14.8.84  Rhodes. (98) L
15.5.84 Pietermatitzburg. (99) o
16.5.84 Durban  (100) .

It's nearly a year already - well, certainly nine months since that ==
great launching in Cape Town on Mixk¥k¥®x Mitchell's Plain - the launching
of the United Democratic Front on August 220th -~ the Frondl which speaks f
£pr all democrats, the Front vhich we are building.

Then we declared our d=otermination to work for a South Africa based
on the will of the people - our own South Africa of the Treedom Charter.

We pladzed ourselves to strive for unity through united action arainst
the evils of apartheid - a simple and inspiring goal. I am glad I have
ived this long. May I still live tlong enough to see the realisation
of our dreans.

Let's look for a moment at what it is, this United Democratic Front -
it is an alliance of many diffexént Bipes of organisations, community
organisations, church organis@tions, workers' and professional organis -
ations, student bodies, womeh's ‘Znd youbh Brganisations - BUT they all
have one thing in common - & d=moeratic and  non-racial outlook and a
hatred of apartheid and all forws/0f pppression.

and, my goodness, how it gxew& Ma%&" grown, this chikd ¢ ours that
was born on August 20th, mind you, it was a goodsized baby even then
Witgkfﬂf%i?o affiliates arExIkXREREEXERKEXEEW representing more than
a bthewsend people - and now it has 600 affiliates and represents some two
million people - after only 9 months '

It cries loudly, too, this fast growing child of ours, it calls upon &
the covernment to release 3ll political prisoners - NOW- and without
conditions, not remission favours. let me brezk in for a moment to pay
my tribute to David Kitson, released last Friday after almost 20 years
as épolitical prisoner in Pretoria. Oh, yes, he got remission ~ 7 months
out of 20 years, ‘Jelcome home, Dave! - Tet's mive him a biz hand, shall
we? And spare a thought for Denis Goldberg, his gaol mate, bu Dgnis
faces a ﬁafe sentence, like Mandela and Sisulu and lbeki and Mlangeni,
and fiotsoaledi and awmd Mhlaba - from the Rivonia Trial

The UDF also calls on this governmentﬁto 1ift the bans mn those who ar:
are silenced and restricted and to recall those forced into exile by the
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by the inhuman racial polici-es of successive white minority govern-

mentse ... ????. the chosen leaders of all our country's Peephe

could sit gmzkkmr together in an atmosphere frnﬁ@rom fear and suspicion

- sit together to work out a zzmskixkukiwm constitution bafsed on the
will of the peonle - a constitution acceptable to all., I am sure the
government hears our call - but it doesn't reply - except by harrassment,
banning and persecution.

For this government retains domination and oppression as key '
features of its powver base, and in its alleged restructuring of the
framework within which it rules.

State
Ne now have a/Security Council effectively controlled by thgellltary
and by big business - a shift of decision making power from Parliament
to unelected bureaucratic structures.
The UDF is the renly pf the people to that ! It is growing
apace - the Rev Frank Chikane. one of our vice-presidents, sayy¥s

"eeooIts raging like wildfire thgafi-vbui the country, consuming every
element of apartheid on its #W&y. "

I think maybe that's more &6F~a ppophecy than a report ! But it xx=x
is true that the U.D.F. 15 brlngqpocketq of resistance throuﬂhout the
country into a united front -~ " Unlty in gction " = that! a\hat it is.

All the szme we mustn't beLdarpi®d away by any euphoria about this
unity in action - we must use 3ll opportunities to strengthen our
organisations, revive those which are declining and create new srass - F
roots orsganisations where there are none.

Cur immediate goal must be to organise and mobilise the people of
23.A., and for you espcially on campus, but not only on campus - to
create new structures that will enable us to destroy the monster of
zdrk aparth:id., Then we shall have apeoole's struzgle towards a
peonle's victory, =iving birth to a people's zovernment. Remember
"The People 3hall Govern., "

I want to look for a moment at the present picture that 3.A.presents
e cry aloud that all forms of ovpression and exnloitation must end.
Jut we must also re-lise that we have a very long way to zo - for it
is clesr that the old oppression is still here - and its not just
alive =zni zelignd livinz in Aouth Africa - bubt just as alive and
viciously active as ever it wss'.
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Taxation? Plenty of that but no representation and no just share
in the benefits fﬁbwing from that taxation .... schools? houses?
hospitals? pensions? - all basca on racial discrimination. Now
GST is to rise to 10/ - 3% increase and I am very sure not the last.
True, G3T is to be taken off basic foodstuffs - where it never should
have been in the first place - that .doesn't mean that the poor are
not goinz to be hit by the GST rise. And the mass of the peopnle
had no say in this decision =~ oh, EEZ don't they say, " No say, no payil

Yes, the evils of apurthemﬁﬂre all still here - Show me one that =
isn't - No, don't talk to me ahout plastic international restaurants
or hi?& rige flats for the few black wealthy - what about the OTHLR end
of housing!

What about the dreu dlul and dreade&@aas renovals? Mogopa, Leandra,
. B TVRIE
\Dlmbaza, Kyalitsha, and the eazﬁégl list of sdpany other places? Hounding
the homelesse= the ultimnte in oppression. I see Koornhof says
only 2 million, not thres and a half - I think his arithmetic has
slipped somewhat.

What about education? €%en 3£ theswTiversity level what are we
left with? The spitit of qiptal @Bwen,if not the let::r of it. Raising
the academigygggnja?é very neatly chinen®tes many potentizl students. B
Rlack or white? Zut who struz®es to, =& to matric? Black or white?

e are told that
black schools - but y=
in primary schools ever get to a secondary school. 4And teachers are o= =
1-41 pupils in bl=ack primary schools.

thiere are more tsach=~s and morze clissrooms for
t only one in five of hlacﬁ%fhoolchildren

How manv of thosz one in five crer ~et to matric, let alone to
University intrance? .ell, onlﬁé@é passed metric and only 11% get wmimerei
university entrance - and that is precious few and now ®x they must
compete Tor university emir admission at a hicher =dx® academic level -
against white matriculants from provile~zed homes and privileged schools.
and the age limifpf 19 for standards 9/10 -~ what about the children who mas
must stay zkxkzme out of sbhool for a counle of years while they earn
money or perhaps make way for a younser brother or sister to attend
schoolJ

Curtis Wkondo has said that Bantu Zduceion is intended to keen the pas:
rate low so that blacks woi:ld remain to f£ill the lower unpaid jobs. " If i

we zive sfricans an academic educsation, " he s ys, " then who will do
4’/.00.
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the manual work?" Makes you think , doesn't it?

How much real competition can there be for these restricted,
rarified gkazesg university places? It seems to me that the
black child is still barely knocking & the university door.

And that 's oppression - to deny opportunity through race - no matte
how cleverly disguised.

And what about women, black women? For the plain fact is that
the Af~ican mother suffsrs sorely under our oppressive svstem -
oppress:=d by our pass laws - yes, yours and giné@Z cannot really
shqﬂeur guilt, cak we? Tor don't we batten on the matsrial benefits
of this system?

It is the black sister who bezrs the brunt of the fofced
removals, isn't it? SHE has to see her furniture removed, with
all the intimate personal -ossessions of her familyy loaded a@anto a
truck, expossd to public view. éometimeé you ¥on couldn't really
call it furniture = so shabby znd makeshift it is - throush sheer
poverty, And it must ggitavay to‘cthe far-off veld. There she and k
her family must build & home amgin, create it out of the agony
&Edthe anxiety and what i5 stiA1l lept of the home that was once
T teedey G

Passes? Do vou kunow ipst aboute 50,000 African womzn are arrested
ev=ry vear for pass offenccs?™+ ¥ho are they?,these women? Are they
mothers? IFHostbly, I am sure. but what happens to their families?
to their young children¥ when they are arrested?

And even the hisher wages for some, doesn't mean more food =
inflation sees to that. And don't forwet they money th:t «oes to
expenditure on defenzesstead of to subsidies on food,

20 the rich get richer and can still alford to eat, but the
poor =% poorer)for their reul waes don't meet the increased cost o
food znd children s k1l =0 huncry.

Perhaps I don't re=llv need to spell this out and I could

-go on for much longer , but I want to shout it from the housetops
that there is no real chanse - the blazk people are as oppressed,

as they h=ave always been I don't want to say, " As they alwavs‘be !
foﬁ?E must say NO to that - a loud NO - yet our voices are still

too few. "
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Soon we'll come to Jume 16th - the eighth anniversary of the day when
the first black schoolboy in Soweto was shot dgad by the police - the
first of 600 more tqlie dead in the Soweto streets, It is our precious
day of movining, of re-dedication to. the strusgle for freedom.

For US, June is indeed a very spe-ial month - the month of the
Congress of the People, of our own Preedom Charter. Remember? "SA bwlong.
to all who live in it, bzack and white. ", The people shall govern,

June is the Soweto month, it is also the month of the great Defiance
Campaign, in 1952. But what is it tSEpe Prime Minister, Mr. P;W. Botha?
It is the month in whick@g will be {unchin with Magsie Thatcher.

What a pretty pair 1!

v AR they fill th:ir stomachs xn* ”ooi food and good wine, I wonder ¥
if this precious pair of orlme ministers will sp=re a thought for the
hungry, homeless victims of the apartheid oppression which HE is imposin
and SHE is supporting, ,

It is indeed =2 sordid sorryaByshem that we have here, despite the
hflne houses‘ despite our nmudh advertiséd three houses of Parli_ament,
Tricameral reminds me of somethins Yo be ken& secret, like trials held ir
camera - perhaps after 2l its.unet such a-bad name. tcv e

But they forgot to build the fourth house, which wouvld have been %g;w
than the other three put torefher. "- g " so-called " parliamsnt for the
African peonle. 3But we can do #utho&it it - do we reallg need 2 fourth
monumen’. to hypocrisy and dishonesty? Perhaps there =re enoush of these
caricatures of even so-~called democracy ( with separate dining rooms of
course '!) - those Parliaments which have been so carefully risged that
the Indian and Cofoured members can never win ( though they can of
course draw fat saleries for not winning !) I suppose Botha will boast
to Maz-ie of his new dispensation - which is in fact atill the old

disnens=tion - of oppression.

50 what to do about it? e,ewe con't just put out the lights and
5o to sleep, can we? We must be heard - our NO!s must rigs throush this
land, right down to Robben Island and P&llsmoor cells and up to
Prétoria.

And o” course all this is just what the UDF signature campaiggis all
about -« to show this government that z million €xrkex people - 2and more-
don't want this system of oppression to SO ONe

anl its so simple - we don't ask people to do much, just to put their

names md addresses and declare - nation wide - that:
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we reject apartheid . . ]
we support the struggle of the people for right and justice
we say, "Yes" to the United Democratic Front.

L IML
A million signatures? Well, that's not really so sysgits only ten o
hunir=d thousand, that's all 1l

But those mollion signatures have to be got somehow -~ they don't just
float in the air. They are there for the getting, that's for sure, but :
it is We, Us who have to go out and get them andr%he getting make peoplt
unde~stand about the UDF and just whfﬁ%re collecting esslamsmies these
siznatures - otheq{wise they will be sterile signatures, just names,

- and we don't deed those.

And we haven't got much longer if we want to get our million\siggntures
by August 20th - the first bérthday of the UDF. I HE&BIWISH we could
cet them by June 2nd - Botha's lunch date with Mag-ie - and sand

a telegram to her from all of us to say thét we, the people of

S.A. reject this man. " He isgnofjeur leader = our leaders eat
prison gfood in gaol, "

Iy, conclusion, let mo cuqbe f7Fom Alan Boesak
" Let us work with ey ani comfitment for what we believe
is right. Therz is a tohzh_ battle g still ahead...
30 mzany peonle stitlAnecis to be informed, orzanisations
need to be built, camnaizns must be run, new hearts
must be won and new minds must be changed. "
" Qur adversaries have at their disposal the instrygments
of 4power, ©Propaganda and intimidation.
But WE have on our side, justice, integrity, loyalty to the
ideals of freedom, democracy."

CAN we ask for more ?
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