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MESSAGE FROM WALT�R SISULU TO NAfiONAL EDUCATION. 

CRISIS COMMiTTEE 

15 DECEMGE.� 1 YUY 

S.:liutP. you i� r�.:�chi,.,g arother milestone in your Slormy ,;;...;s�!'!:<ce. 

g·-p�� vr)t' all 0t a time wher: we are experiencin� tl.e rrw,:.: ser:o:....;:.: 

r::ric:i-; in the hi•qorv oi education in Ot...;r country. v'n-,;::;; 11; �::i:-,...:;,-,, 

The f,qr:; that 'JCu IH:'r'P able to cor�tiru(:' your" .,.,o1rc. ou1'1n� 

wnulrl havP. loved to at!er�d j .;ur· c:on�ererce but r·egrec 

c.:r. ·.l':.3!:")1e tn dr.1 sc. Tile NECC IS a ver·y 1mportant orgC:Irli<,al.u: 

ard th'=' <;:r�iggl� on tr�'O' .:><juca�ion front i:; absolutely crucial. 

Y(")•Jr ··o.-,fo:> 'ICf" come,.; at a very u·i�ical time in the his•ory oi 

<""lW' struggle. Ev�r sir.ce union, black people who fo;·r•1 1h"" 

· •  .. ,,f t.he c;or;u\c,tion have been den:ed equal or pr·op�r 

(I I:=-, i -�. 

.:ln·, 

Th ' .-
1 .  ,J ... 

1 a \vS, 

noubt :t . 

· s ! he ordE'r 

. -:u t t: 

resources, monev, f ac: I i! i :?S 

th;:.·,- could occupy the higt'E'St posi£ior. 

was p lt.Jnged 

Today 

into 

in one coun tr'"y we 

system�. T�e education srruc:tun:' 

Th� DE,. is in a rr.ess. Is th';' 

Wh2t however rs e-..•dt'!r"lt is tn�t 

l�e cJay . 

roam the ::-;: 1'-'::f.: 1 ... • Scl'c)(:is are in scch a chaotic statP that our· 

more. there is no inCE<'ltr.·e to stL,i."'Y· Even if they co go to -:;chou:, 

' 
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what do t t1ey do afl�r �atriculating? Ther·e are no j obs and there 

is no future! That is the present fate of our young peop I e. 

The NECC was f ormed to intervene in this crisis. Our people 

and their leaders knew the v a lue of education. Our people are 

hungry not 

our childrer-

on !y 

lo be 

f or f ood 

at schoo I. 

but 

We 

also for 
then 

w ant j to 

education. 

l earn. We 

We want 

want them 

to equip them�elves. w� want them to qualify as doctors, lawyers, 

accountants, engineer's, as teachers, etc. We want tl"\em to acquire 

all the skills necessary in a modern technological society. This 

is necessary not only for tod<:ly but a l so to ensure that the 

South A f r i ca of tomorrow, a free South Africa, a non-racial South 

Africa, will have at its disposal free citizens who will contribute 

to the re-constr-uction and transformation of our country in the 

interest� of the population .::�s a whole. 

When the N ECC was f ormed , it organ 1 sed parents, teachers, students, 

and all those involveu in euucation to ensure that our children 

are able �o ,� e t u rn to school so as to obtain �urr.e education. But 

thP g.:.-.�-·�..,t'"lt - as intransige�t lls ever f u i I to appr�ec i ate 

t:.�, i,on::--:ant role :ha! the NECC could pl ay to normalise education. 

In" tr:e;:; ot seeking lln u nde<'stund ing and LO-operation w i th the 

NECC, the g over--, me 'It fa,� its own politic<:ll purposes acted 

r!gt"'-handed'y and re s t r : c ted the organisation. Scores of peopl e  

invo:ved in :he NECC were detained. How foolish of government 

to try to tlreak the NECC! 

not solvea the probicm. 

got wors�. 

However, this high-handed act ion has 

How can it? Instead the prob I em has 

It is quite clear- to all thnt the a p ar � he id syste� is the major 
us 

cau!Se of the problems pre�.ently besetting ,! on the education front. 

It i� a l so quite clear that for o democratic system of education 

to become a reolity, tre a parthe id system wi II have to go. A 

democratic euucatio(lai s� stem i� only possible in a democratic 

South Africa. It is .:1lso clear that we need to commit ourselves 

to bring about thi� ba.<;ic tr·ansformation of vur societv to make 

possible the in t r'ouuc.: ior of Cl dernot;raLic educational system for· 

all 

-·""· 
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all the citizens of 01.w country. 

But the problem does not end there! Wo cannot leave the que st ion 

of educating our young to the day when the apartheid system 

is end�< /hat rnust our chitdren do today? Must they forget 

c'ID_..Jt eaucation until libera:ion comes? Does rejecting the statu-s 

quo and ' ""' "' present :,y!;;tem of l!iducat ion mean that we must not 

make use of exi5ting euucationat opportunit ies I i m i ted though 

When observe the -situation, get the impression 

that many of our· studer1ts and youth in general are of the view 

tf-..=:t if thr.y reject the present system of education, then it means 

that they must br'ing the whole school system to a standstil, They 

seem to thirk t �: a t  bccziUse the educational system !.; rotten, we 

neea not a t ten d school or pay any attention to p re sent day studies. 

am not cr·:ticis rr'�� the role that our youth have played and 

are play;�g in the liber·ation :struggle. salute their contribution 

for they have played a major· role in transforming the situation 

but am ciiticising th:s negative attitude with regard to education. 

It is su:cic::ll for- our young people to a ban don their studies today 

no rratter how rneagre the opportunities and how d i storted the 

w"" Mus� find t he right formula 

yeung peo;:Jie mc.J::t ao; the·/ have done 

On the one hand our 

continue to participate 

in the str·..Jggie for liberatlor,. But 'at tf1e same time it is also 

vcr:: important that we learn to read and wr i te , that we equip 

ours�:,,es. tt-,at we acquire all the skills and knowledge possible 

no matter whaT the huncrcaps. We need to do this not only 

for toda/ but for the South Africa of tomorrow. How are we 

going to uplift our· people on the basis of ignorance? How are 

we going to mak,o, sur'e that a post-apartheid South Africa will 

have capablf'! people 1o run the country, to run the mines, the 

factories, thf' f.:::wm:> and all the administrative organs necessary 

in tne modern tcchr.o ngical �ociety'? Have we not learnt from 1he 

ex peri erce of SlJCh as Mozambique who becarne tota·ly 

dependent on •or-eigne -s to run the country and the economy7 In 

our enden\·our to tra: sfor·m uur' country, are we going to be h !ld 

hostage by those who have UH:� skills bul are not committed to 

d liberated South t.'r·icC!? We c a nnot a I low our cou ntry to be 

held to ransom by privileged <Jr·oups. 

Thcrefor'e / • • . • • •  
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lherefore comrades. nr:) r .• a t tt!r' what the difficulties, no matter 

how bad the school G/Sterr. rr.a·, oe, move forward and whii5t fighting 

for llberat ioil, make sure that our children atter.c schools and 

un i •��:�r-si ties, col lege-:; techn:kons etc to themsel '.'es. 

The: !;bet-ation move�r:e;:t �·eeds peupl!:! with education and skills. 

H:e future dcmocr'<Jt1c. Suu:h A.fr·icc abo needs such people. 

;his 1:s ri-,.::J '-�•ail�r·�e wr<ici: face:; yol.< of tt:e N£CC as you asser.1b1e 

r1ave no doubt 

that you will ris8 tu tr:e CJC:CdSiun and give our country a lead. 

F!;;ail}·, b•_cc.use the ��E..:.� 1::; part of t�e Mass Democratic Movement, 

,,.,volvc po.re;ots, teachers and students in 

:-:1!? �· ·· : • .1 ' i r-: 3. I I y 

b\' I It:' r' >= ,, : . 
"-·--

i >l thi!> '"'a'-'· 

0""""1Ct:? again 

That means that the NECC must oper-ate 

and lll:! <:�ccountable. The structures created 

rroust .-e+iec! :i�:s democracv and accountability. Onlv 

will we be< i:ible tu meet the challenges of today. 

co::ve/ my ver'y good wishes to r·our conference and 

:r�JS1 t""··�: it will �e -:;L.;ccc::..-;tul in every respect. 
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